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We must be aware that a “business as usual” behaviour will cause a lot of very severe problems.  If we go on as we are now, we will lose year by year, for example, 13.5 million hectares of forest, mainly in the developing countries, mainly in the tropical rainforests and therefore mainly in those parts of our ecosystem where the highest bio-diversity is available.  

We are losing gene potentials.  We are depriving the coming generation of the chance to solve their problems in a world with a higher population.  We are losing the chance to make better technologies available for handling the overcoming of bottlenecks in water use and land use.  

We must be aware that we cannot only see the result in, for example, better use of genetically modified organisms.  That is the way to have more questions than answers in the future as well.  And therefore we have to look at the real basic problems to solve those, and the vision of a world without any change will be a vision of a world with a lot of conflicts and tensions, with new kinds of refugees, environmentally-linked refugees, bringing pressures to the islands of well-being, to the developed countries as well.

So I don’t want to have this vision simply of “business as usual”, because it will lead us to a world of tension, a world of decreased possibilities and chances for the majority of the people on this globe.

I think the first method is that we must be aware of the repercussions of our consumption structure upon other parts of the world and upon the future, that those being responsible for climate change are where there are massive emissions of greenhouse gases, and not those suffering, first and foremost from the impact of this.  These are the developing countries, and therefore we also have to open the eyes of the people in the developed countries, that these are the interrelations and we are in a globalised world.   We know that that information is going around the world, and that it is stimulating action.

We will very soon be integrated in the overall global repercussions with regard to the peaceful development of our wonderful blue planet earth.  To this end,  the environmental policy we are asking for is a new peace policy for the future.  To have better technologies is a disarmament and an instrument for the future as well, to avoid conflicts, conflicts over water, conflicts over arable land, conflicts with regard to biodiversity, especially concentrated in developed countries as well.  

Therefore, it is not a negative or a pessimistic message, quite the contrary.  It is a message for action, for stimulating our brains, our capacity for developing technologies, and for asking of our behaviour what is necessary and what has repercussions on other people’s well-being as well.  

I don’t want to be a blue-eyed optimist, simply to be optimistic.  I am far away from believing that this is an easy way to go.  We will be confronted again and again with all those signals from science and from business and from all other parts of civil society that the danger is not so extremely high and that we have to water down our activity.  I’m aware of all this.  But we are not allowed to go in such a direction, because if we are failing now, the consequences for the generations to come will be traumatic.



