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VISIONARIES, WEEK 7, PROGRAMME 2:


POLLUTION
Professor Gyorgy Bohm: Laboratory of Experimental Air Pollution of the Department of Pathology of the Faculty of Medicine of the University of S. Paulo. 

Fossil fuels are still burnt on an enormous scale everywhere.  The fact that you are burning them with more efficiency, that’s very good.  But if you have more and more cars, then the overall effect will still be very bad.

I know that we have many brilliant technical solutions to save energy, to switch over to renewable fuels, cleaner fuels, that we do have.  But to use them, to put pressure on people to utilise them, you really need an awareness, a consciousness of the environment.  And this is still lacking.  We don’t have a comprehensive education, all over the world, to awaken this consciousness in the people.

This is a big problem.  Governments and ecological organisations really could exercise enormous pressure to introduce into primary schools, into secondary schools, good programmes to educate people in order to preserve the environment and their own health.

The global picture, as far as health is concerned, I mean the risk of pollution to health now is bad.  In big towns like Sao Paulo, Mexico, Beijing, Bombay, Calcutta, it’s now very bad indeed and I can’t see any improvement in the next few years.  However, I can see an improvement in the next fifteen, twenty years.  But I repeat, for that, we do put resources, effort, into education.  I insist upon that.  

As well as education, we can stop using fossil fuels.  Fossil fuels can be substituted and in Brazil, we used alcohol extracted from sugar cane, ethanol, and this was a brilliant programme.  Unfortunately now, it is dying, for economic reasons.  

But the fact is that you can change fossil fuels for alternatives, and much much cleaner alternatives, like for example natural gas, methane.  We have plenty of it, we can produce it cheaply.  The big problem is to change the liquid fuel for a gaseous fuel.  And that is expensive.  But somehow, if we can pay the bill, this would be a major step in the whole process.  And to convince people to spend this money, you must put pressure on them.  And the pressure will arise from an awareness, from a consciousness.  The pressure is not a scientific problem, it’s a public opinion problem.  For public opinion, we need the world press, the radio, the TV, the newspaper.  I mean, there must be a worldwide campaign.  
And in that worldwide campaign, every citizen must take part.  

You see, in fifty years time, I will of course be playing the harp with the angels, and I will look down on the earth, but I am an optimistic type of person.  So I would like to see a clean earth and say the same words that Gagarin said when he looked down for the first time: “The earth is blue.”  So I would like to tell you that I believe in humanity.  I must believe, and I think each person must believe, that our future is bright.  And I really expect that that will be so, and I can see that from above.






