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You are a Spanish 
Captain who sailed 
to South America 
in 1548 to collect 
silver mined in 
South America. 

You are Richard Hakluyt 
author of ‘The Principall 
Navigations, Voiages and 
Discoveries of the English 
Nation’ in which you record 
eye witness accounts of 
trips to North America 
including the accounts of 
the John and Sebastian 
Cabot who were the first to 
sail from England to the 
coast of North America in 
1497. 

You are the grandson 
of the Portuguese 
explorer Vasco da 
Gama who first sailed 
around Africa to India. 
He left you all his 
charts and diaries and 
you have also sailed 
his trading routes.

You are the French 
explorer Jacques 
Cartier who sailed to 
Canada and mapped 
the coastline and 
sailed up the St. 
Lawrence river to Map 
inland Canada.

You are a trader who has 
read the 'Travels of Marco 
Polo' about China and 
Russia.  These were 
written down by the writer 
from Pisa, Rustichello, 
when Marco Polo was in 
prison in 1298. As they 
were written down the 
stories were added to in 
order to make them more 
exciting.  

You are a writer who 
has read the works of 
the ancient Roman 
writer Pliny, who lived 
in the Ist century AD, 
who describes the 
griffin and lion as 
typical wildlife in 
North Asia. 

You are a sailor who 
has been to the 
Americas and India. 
You tell stories of 
seeing beasts in the 
sea and mermaids 
who call to the sailors 
when they are far out 
at sea. 

You were a 
Spanish solider 
who was part of 
the final Spanish 
conquest of Peru 
in 1542

Your grandfather had 
sailed with 
Christopher 
Columbus in 1492 
when he discovered 
America and he 
passed on his charts 
and drawings to you. 

These cards should be cut up and given to groups of pupils so that they 
can produce a short role play about the stories. 
You have to write, rehearse and act out a short play to tell your story to the 
rest of the class. 


