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Directions

Script

The video clip needs to be paused frequently.
The timings are given in the script to allow you pause the video at 
points to discuss what is shown and complete the accompanying 
worksheets.
Below each of the times is a copy of the information that you will
hear.
All the answers needed to fill in the missing words are on the 
accompanying worksheet are contained within the audio
commentary.

00.00 to 00.11
The Serio-Comic War Map is a masterpiece in storytelling. 

00.12 to 00.22
It assumes that people will recognise the shape of Europe and its 
nations.  Using comic images, it tells the story of the competition 
between the countries of Europe at that time.

00.23 to 00.36
Russia is the focus of the map and is shown as a threatening octo-
pus using its 8 legs to seize land from its neighbors.

00.38 to 00.58
Turkey aims a small pistol at the Octopus, defending its land. The 
skull on the
shoulder shows Turkey is not an innocent victim and refers to the 
war crimes
committed against the Bulgarians.  The bloody wound on this ten-
tacle refers to the Russians killed in the Crimean War

00.59 to 01.33
Each country tells its own story, all important pieces of this jigsaw 
puzzle.  Germany firmly holds Russia back, ready to fight if
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attacked.  France plots revenge for German successes in the 
Franco Prussian war.  Elegant Austria holds back her aggressive 
ally Hungary.  Other nations turn their heads away and are more 
interested in their own affairs.

1.33 to end
The map mocks many countries and shows their attitudes towards 
the political situation.  Some countries felt their neighbours were 
ready to attack them or steal parts of their Empire.
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