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What is BBC Three The Crash?

 

  
   

Curriculum Links

Key Processes

     

The Crash tells the stories of a group of friends whose lives change forever following a car crash.  
These clips show life following a car crash and look at the lasting consequences for all of those 
involved and their families.

The car crash takes place the evening that Kate returns home from her first term at university.  Tom, 
her fiancé, and her friends are excited to see her and they plan an evening out.  Everyone is in good 
spirits and the seven friends are split between two cars travelling along a country road when another
car comes along and tries to overtake, angering Tom and Ethan, the drivers. Tom then attempts to 
overtake the car, despite Kate and his brother, Brian, telling him to take it easy. What happens next
irreversibly alters the lives of those in the cars and their families forever.

The clip opens with the minutes immediately preceding the crash, therefore teachers should introduce 
the characters to pupils before viewing, to add context to the film.

The linked activities look at how everything changes in an instant and encourages young people to think 
about the consequences of their actions and those of their friends. 

Some young people may find the scenes upsetting and it is strongly encouraged that teachers watch 
the clips in their entirety before viewing in the classroom.  

PSHE Personal Wellbeing: 
Key Concepts
      •     1.1 Personal Identities
      •     1.4 Healthy 
      •     1.3 Risk

      •     2.2 Decision making and managing risk

Range and content

      •     3i  The impact of bereavement on families and the need to adapt to changing circumstances

Citizenship:
      •     Law and the Criminal Justice System
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Facts and Statistics about Young People and Driving

     
   
    
    

 

     

        •      Road crashes are the biggest cause of death and disability for young people.
 
      •     Young male drivers are much more likely to cause accidents than older drivers.

      •     They are more likely to be carrying young passengers, who will also be at higher risk.
  
      •     1 in 8 driver’s licence holders are under 25.

      •     1 in 3 drivers who die are under 25.

      •      An 18-year-old driver is more than three times as likely to be involved in a crash as a 48 
             year-old.

      •      1 in 5 new drivers has a crash within six months of passing their test.

      •      Young male drivers have much higher crash rates than young female drivers due to higher 
             risk-taking. 
      
      •      In the UK, young male drivers aged 17-20 are 7 times more at risk than all male drivers but
             between the hours of 2am and 5am their risk is 17 times higher.

Sources of Information:
www.2young2die.org.uk
www.brake.org.uk
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How We Influence Our Friends

•    Drugs – even over the counter drugs can affect how well you drive.
•   Tiredness – can be more dangerous than drink driving.
•   Distractions within the car – other passengers can distract the driver, especially young, 
    inexperienced drivers who still need to concentrate on driving skills
•   Age – young people are much more likely to be involved in an accident.
•   The number of passengers – the more passengers you carry the more likely you are to crash.  

 

     

After watching the clip that shows the crash, ask pupils who they think is at fault. Discuss who is at 
fault and why.

After this, discuss the role of the passengers.  Both Kate and Brian remind Tom to take care before 
the crash, but how else can passengers play a part in safe car journeys?

Split the class into groups and ask them what they think the main causes of road accidents are. Most 
groups will come up with the more obvious causes – speeding and alcohol, but have they considered
the following:
 

Discuss these ideas as a class and ask groups to comment on the reasons.  Are they surprised at any
of the reasons given or did they identify them all?

Groups could then be asked to identify how passengers can distract the driver – what kind of behaviour 
would be distracting? Again in groups, give pupils time to discuss and to identify how passengers in any 
journey can positively and negatively affect the driver. Each group could come up with a list of positive 
and negative passenger attributes.  This can then be fed back to the class and ideas shared and
discussed.

If necessary to stimulate discussion, groups should consider ideas such as playing music, sharing texts, 
shouting or nagging about lateness.  Positives could be reassuring the driver, encouraging them to slow 
down, wearing seatbelts, encouraging others to do so and not distracting the driver. 

Using flip chart paper, ask each group to come up with three rules for being a safe passenger and then 
display these in the classroom, asking each group to talk through their rules to share ideas. 



bbc.co.uk/schools/psheandcitizenship/

PSHE & CITIZENSHIP
BBC Three – The Crash
After The Crash

     

After viewing both clips, ask the class to discuss the short and long-term impact on those involved 
and their families. This could be done as a group activity with different groups looking at different 
characters. Compare them at whole class level to show the range of physical and mental consequences
of the crash. 

Alternatively, this could be individual work with pupils looking at one or all of the characters and then 
feeding back to a whole class discussion.

Hot Seat Activity
Ask several pupils to take on the roles of those affected by the crash. It may be a good idea to 
pre-prepare name badges for those taking part. 

They should then sit at the front of the classroom and prepare to answer questions in character, using 
skills of empathy to think and answer as the character. 

The rest of the class should then prepare questions to ask the characters and those in character 
should attempt to answer the questions as the character might have. 

At the end of the activity, the class can evaluate if they think the responses were correct and can 
discuss any answers that they did not agree with.

If it is a large group and several pupils want to ‘hot seat’ the roles can be swapped halfway through.
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Legal Aspects

     

By driving dangerously and trying to overtake at an unsafe time, Tom caused the accident.  As we 
see in the clip, he is charged with Dangerous Driving, an offence which can lead to a jail sentence.

Dangerous Driving is an ‘either way’ offence, which means that it can be tried in either a Magistrates’
or Crown Court.  The details of the offence will determine where the case will be held. If a death occurs
as a result of the accident, a charge of Death by Dangerous Driving can be made.

•    Magistrates’ Court – a maximum term of six months in prison.
•    Crown Court – up to a two-year prison term or up to 14 years for Death by Dangerous Driving.

At this point, it might be necessary to explain the stages of the legal process to pupils.

Police – will investigate the crime and gather evidence.

Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) – will decide if a case is strong enough to take to trial.  If it is 
decided that a case will proceed to trial, the CPS will prosecute the case in court and provide solicitors
and barristers for the prosecution.

Defendant – the person charged with the crime.

Magistrates – these are people from any walk of life who are not legal professionals.  They usually sit
in threes and decide on innocence or guilt in a Magistrates’ Court.  They can also decide to refer a
case to the Crown Court if they think that it is too serious to be dealt with in Magistrates’ Court.

Crown Court – here a case will be heard by a judge and innocence or guilt decided by a jury.  The 
judge will then decide on the sentence if the defendant is found guilty.

Classroom Activities
Discussion points:

•    Are these sentences long enough?
•    Do they act as a deterrent to others?
•    What punishment would you give? 
•    Does the punishment fit the crime? 
•    Is it fair to punish someone for an accident? 

Draw an imaginary line in the classroom from 0 years to a whole life term.  Pupils could then be 
asked to stand along the line to show how long they feel would be an appropriate term and justify
why they feel this. This could be done as a whole class, or selected pupils, dependant on 
space restrictions.
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