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PSHE & CITIZENSHIP
BBC Three – My Murder

1. TEACHING IDEAS

Watch the BBC Three My Murder classroom clip and use Handout 4 - Facts about Gang Culture to stimulate 
discussion and take part in the activities below.

Before watching the classroom clip, ask pupils to think about their perceptions of gangs.  Encourage them to think about 
how the media portray gangs and to jot down key words that they think apply to gangs. 

Ask the class to work in small groups to identify reasons why a young person might want to join a gang, 
ask them to think about what might happen if they were not part of a gang and lived in an area where gang culture 
exists.  Do pupils think it would be difficult to avoid becoming involved in a gang? What might the alternatives be?

The media often says that young people sometimes break the law as they don’t feel that they are part of their
community, and this may lead to antisocial behaviour and crime.  In groups ask pupils to come up with ideas on
how their local community could make them, as young people, feel more involved.  Feedback to the class and
come up with a ‘top 3’ and ask the class who they might want to talk to in the community about making real changes. 

Bullying & joint enterprise in schools:
After viewing Rugrat’s monologue on Joint Enterprise, discuss if a person can be responsible for their friends’ actions.  
What do pupils think the purpose of the Joint Enterprise law is?  

Ask the class to think about how this could apply in a school setting – discuss example of the whole class being  
given a detention for being disruptive, when only half the class were involved. How this might feel for the different
people and is it fair or unfair on the different parties? 

Now ask groups to think more specifically about bullying, and how joint enterprise links to this.  As the teacher, lead 
the group through a scenario about bullying and ask pupils to work in groups to decide if the friends of a bully should 
to punished for their actions if they witnessed or went along with the bullying, eg forwarding a nasty message or 
laughing along as a bully picked on their victim.

How could the law on joint enterprise be interpreted in school.  Do groups think that they should be responsible 
for what their friends do, and what might the consequences be?  The class could come back together to compare 
ideas, then take a whole class vote on whether or not there should be a change to the school rules to reflect joint 
enterprise. 

Knife crime
Shakilus Townsend was repeatedly stabbed and beaten with a baseball bat which resulted in his death in 2008. In
small groups discuss why individuals carry knives, the role of the police, and if the current CJS (Criminal Justice 
System) is effective. The following articles may be useful as a stimulus http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-15996617
and http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-15642551.      
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Ask groups to consider key questions including:
•    Do they feel safe in their local community?
•    Do they feel the CJS is fair?
•    What role should the police play in communities?
•     Is the law on carrying a knife right or should it be changed?
•    What changes would they make to the CJS?

Ask each small group to feedback their opinions to the rest of the class.

2. KEY QUESTIONS

Do you think Rugrat and the others knew that Danny had a knife?
Do you think that it is ok to carry a knife for protection?
Do you feel safe in your local community?
Why are so many young people in gangs? 
What’s your opinion on the Joint Enterprise Law? Is it fair?
What do you think the police’s role is in protecting young people?
Does the Criminal Justice System work well?

3. SOURCES OF HELP & ADVICE

The Site
http://thesite.org/homelawandmoney/law/weaponscrime/gangs

Fearless
http://www.fearless.org/

Directgov - Crime and justice - Knife crime
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/CrimeJusticeAndTheLaw/Typesofcrime/DG_181675

Metropolitan Police knife crime DVD aimed at children
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-17496080

BBC NEWS REPORTS
Joint enterprise: People jailed for murder
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-16609139

Use of joint enterprise law under scrutiny
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/newsnight/9629991.stm


