THE CAUSES OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR
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So — why DID the First World War break mut914? When | was at school,
everybody blamed Germany. You know the stuff +sEaWilhelm had a
withered arm and felt a psychological need to rewavy as big as Queen
Victoria’s. Didn’t the German General Moltke s&jar — and the sooner the
better'? And the Treaty of Versailles blamed Gamng

An interesting point over thishiat — when they read Clause 231, the Germans
were outraged. They KNEW they were not the onddame! So we
published each foreign policy document we hado. prove that wéad not
begotten the war. So all the other countrieghigdsame thing — to prove that
THEY didn’t beget it either. ThResultat is that we know more about the
Causes of the WorldWar One, and there have beee bowks written over it,
than any other historical subject.

The other result, of course, thas in 1928, Sydney Bradshaw Fay argued that
the First World War wasn’t caused by any COUNTRMlat Instead, he
blamed powerfulnderlying forces — the system of alliances, militarism,
nationalism, imperialism .

(interrupting) ... he thought alliees were the most important ...

... well there are all kinds oj@ments nowadays that one was more important
than the other — but | think Fay’s general idea thas all these things meshed
TOGETHER to create a collective impetus to warhe World was sort-of swept
into war, as if on a tsunami of mass-panic.

That is so much bunkum! Waritisnnatural disaster. SomeONE has to go to
war. SomeBODY has to declare war. What you havealise is that the
countries of Europe were mostly dictatorships, mmdby incompetents and
madmen like Tsar Nicholas and Kaiser Wilhelm. Vnth the writer Emil
Ludwig on this: ‘A peaceable, sensible mass of &lllon people was hounded
into war by a few dozen incapable leaders’.

But that is SO not true!
First of all that ‘mass of 500 million people’ wast peaceable or sensible in the
slightest. They were nationalistic and bellicosghink of all those British
people chanting in 1909 for more Dreadnoughts: Wwaeat eight and we won't
wait'.
And secondly, those supposedly war-crazed pdiin fact worked
desperately hard to STOP war — Lord Grey, the 8rikoreign Secretary ...

(interrupting) ... Lloyd Georgediight Grey was pathetic ...

... Lloyd George thought everybads pathetic but Lloyd George. No —
everybody tried to stop the war. Tsar Nicholaseabed to the Kaiser as a
cousin. Wilhelm actually tried to order the Gemaamy to stop. They were
still swept into war. They were powerless befiierun of events.

Actually, lookingt ‘the run of events’ — the Boer War (1900), the Jiars
Crisis (1905), the Bosnian Crisis (1908), the Ag&tfisis (1911) — it strikes me
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that IMPERIALISM was a key factor in increasinggem Wasn't Imperialism
a key cause of the war?

Well must you be careful with tidaa. Some historiarsay that imperialism
actually HINDERED war — they say it was a sorts#fety valve’ for nationalist
war. They say that it was when the colonies nan-ovhen there was no more
land to steal in Africa — that Europ@ploded into war...

[interrupting] ... When Franz Feahd was murdered at Sarajevo, all the
underlying forces came into play at the same tinges; Austrian imperialism in
the Balkans, but also the web of alliances, theviddal leaders’ weaknesses,
the desire to right past humiliations...

...and railway timetables! AJP Taylor said thacéuse every nation’s military
plan used trains, once things had been set rdlieg had to run according to the
railway schedules. So there’s your tsunami — ymstoppable, non-human
force literally railroading everybody into war ...

... but the ‘slide to war’ was stbout people making DECISIONS ... DOING
things.
Austriadeclared war on Serbia.
Russiamobilized to support Serbia,
This terrified Germany because the SchlieffemPlad envisaged going to war
with France first. ‘Is the Fatherland in dangeaSked Wilhelm — well, of
course it was, so hardered the German Army into France, and Britditided
to enter the war to defend Belgium.

Hmmm. | wonder. |suppose | need tbayk to look at the facts and the
events and the dates ... and decide for myself wtiank.



