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COME TO KOCHI

Programme5 - Working for a living

[ABUSY STREET]

Welcome back to the city of Kochi. I'm just about to
turn out onto Palace Road in Mattancherry — one of
the busiest streets in the area. And lining the road on
both sides are all sorts of traders...people selling a
range of things to drink and eat from mobile stalls,
including bananas and coconuts for drinking...people
offering services like bicycle repairs, spare parts for
all sorts of things...It can't be easy to work out here
on the street in such hot temperatures. So let's talk to
some of the stallholders to find out how they feel

about their work...

[AJAY APPROACHESA STALL HOLDER

Excuse me —what’ s your job?

Hisjob isto iron clothes.

Iron clothes? That’s dl he does?

Yes, that's dl he does.

What time do you start in the morning?

He opens at 8 am and closes at 9.30 pm.

So that's 13 and a half hours every day.
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On Sunday he works only up to 2 pm.

And how much do you earn in one day?

It varies from 250 to 350 rupees per day.

Thank you very much.

[THE SCENE CHANGES TO ANOTHER PART OF
THE STREET]

I’ve just stopped a man in the street. He' s got this
rather large cart which he's pushing along. And on it
he’'s got what seem to be...is it limes? What is this?

Lemons.

Lemons. And how many years have you been doing
this?

It's amost 16 years that he' s been doing this.

How many hours a day do you work?

Almost 8 hours aday.

And can | ask you how old you are?

71!

[THE SCENE CHANGES TO ANOTHER PART OF
THE STREET]

Hello. What's your name?
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My name is Laxman Raos.

Laxman Raos. Laxman what’s your job?

Tailoring.

He s atailor.

Can you show me what you' re doing at the back of

your shop?

[THE SOUND OF SEWMING MACHINES

There are six sewing machines. And each of these six
stations is occupied by atailor...and the order comes
in...and these men make it...

Thisis quite a busy, thriving tailor’s...

Here the people stitch new clothes for every

occasion.

Every new festival somebody wants to wear new

clothes...Laxman thank you very much...

Before we go on, talk together about what we've
heard so far. Think about thingslike: the hours
that people work in Kochi, the conditions they
work in, and the amount of money they get paid.
And to help you with that, you’ll need to know
that one pound in the UK isthe same as about 75
rupeesin India. Then compar e that with what you
know about the working lives of peoplein your
locality.
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[THE SOUND ON BOARD A FERRY. THE BELL

Now I'm on my way to one of theislandstofind

describe the different sorts of industry that people
raw material from the earth - for example, mining
industry. And any work that makesthingsfrom

these raw materials- for example, manufacturing

carsor other factory goods—is called a secondary

I’m on Vypin Island and I’ ve come to a very busy

secondary industry you find in this area. I'm meeting
Anthony Muckat. Anthony, what activity goesonin

MUSIC ACTIVITY PAUSE SIGNAL
RINGY

AJAY
out about another popular industry here—
boatbuilding. There are different namesto
work in. Any work whichisabout extracting a
or fishing or farming —iscalled a primary
industry.
[THE SOUND OF HAMMERING IN THE
BOATYARD]

AJAY
boatyard. It s atypical example of the sort of
your boatyard..?

TRANSLATOR They normally repair boats.

AJAY How many people are employed here?

TRANSLATOR

There are about 22 labourers. Mainly they are
carpenters...
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[SOUNDS OF BANGING AND HAMMERING]

AJAY WEe're walking up to up to the back of the boatyard
now...and there' s quite alarge deep sea boat. And
there are two men on araised platform marking out

measurements. Excuse me, what are you doing?

TRANSLATOR They’'re engaged in repairing work.
AJAY So he' s replacing some old, rotting wood.
TRANSLATOR Yes.

AJAY And do you enjoy your work?
TRANSLATOR He very much enjoysit...

AJAY And how much do you earn in one day?
TRANSLATOR Two hundered rupees.

AJAY Are you happy with that?
TRANSLATOR They are able to make ends meet.

AJAY Thank you.
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Thethings| noted during my visit are these:
The boatyard relies on locally grown materials—
for example the wood used to make or repair the
boats. And there seem to be a lot of people doing
the work —there are very few machinesinvolved
so there haveto be more people. And - like the

street traders—the workersin the boatyard work

So, while | get theferry back to Fort Cochin, talk
together about some of the work that happens

secondary industries...and can you think about

any work that happens near you that doesn’t fall

Today’s story is about one of the main primary
industries herein Kochi —fishing. Thetwo main

characters— Shezad and hisfather Aziz —go out

But the story is set during themonsoon months —

really stormy. And, aswe'll hear, it’'satimethat

can be very dangerousfor those who make their

AJAY
long hours for not very much money.
near you: can you identify any primary or
into either category?

MUSC ACTIVITY PAUSE STING.

AJAY
on to the lagoon each day in their canoe...
that’s when the weather here sometimes gets
living from fishing boats...

STORY Monsoon —part 1

Read by Paul Bhattacharjee

[THE SOUND OF THE BEACH AT FORT COCHIN]
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I’m back on the beach at Fort Cochin. We' ve already
heard about the Chinese fishing nets that line the
seafront here and I’ ve come back to take another

look...

Each net islike a giant crane, with a frame made
of bamboo poles, a huge net a bit like a sail, and a
system of rope pulleysfor lowering the net into the
water. Every few minutesateam of 5 pull hard on
theropesto raise the net from the water, and then
it'saraceto get to thefish beforethe birds do.
Listen carefully to the fishing team sing as they
haul on theropes...try to picture them in your

imagination...

[THE CHINESE NET FISHERMEN SING ASTHEY
HAUL ON THE ROPESTO RAISE THE NET]

The Chinesefishing nets of Fort Cochin

By Ivan Jones.
Read by Nina Wadia

On the beach at Fort Cochin are the fishermen,
The fishermen who have worked for generations.

A warm soft breeze is blowing

Asthe sun rises over their shoulders.
All day long the men cast their nets
All day long the men heave their nets.

And as they work patiently the dolphins
Are playing, the Arabian Sea is swaying
The great nets hovering like butterflies

The great nets fluttering like butterflies.

While out in the deep water, a noisy trawler
Passes. Without thought it passes

The fishermen with their old ways, asthe sunis
sinking.

The fishermen with their old ways, asthesunis
sinking.
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Thetideiscomingin —which isthe very best time
for fishing on the Chinese nets. But the team make
timeto tell me about their work, so let’stalk to
Augustine...

[THE SOUNDS OF THE BEACH. AJAY MTH A
CREW FROM THE CHINESE FISHING NETY]

What time do you start in the morning?

Morning — 7 o’ clock starting...and after 6 o’ clock

finishing the day duty. 7 o’ clock.

7 o' clock.

7 pmto 7 am — five people working.

So you' re working through the night...

Through the night...constantly [FADES]

Augustine tellsme that the team work a twelve
hour shift —with time off at high tide and low tide.
There aretwo shiftsfor each net, so oneteam
works all day and one team works all night. The
nets don’t actually belong to thefishermen—so
they have to pay 30% of their earningsto the
owner. On atypical day the team will earn about
1000 rupees from the fish they catch. So 300
rupees will go to the owner...and then thefive
fishermen share the remaining 700 rupees...that’s
about £10 between them all. It’s hard work
pulling on theropesall day...so sometimesthey
sing to keep a steady rhythm asthey pull and to

make thetime passmore easily...
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[THE CREW OF THE FISHING NET SING A
FISHING SONG]

The song that we' re hearing in the back...is a song
about prawns...the fishermen are singing that we're

very happy that the prawns are coming in...

And we'll be hearing much more about fishing
next time as well. But before you finish for today
her e ssomething for you to try. Imagine that you
are one of the people we' ve heard about today. See
if you can writea diary entry for atypical day’s
work. What did you do...where did you

work...for howlong...how much did you earn...
and how did you feel about your work? Until next

time—bye!

PROGRAMME ENDS.



