
Responding to … Archbishop Oscar Romero 

The timeline will remind pupils of the key details of Oscar Romero’s life. A great deal 
is known about his life and work, and there are many aspects of his life which could 
be a focus for development and reflection. This activity focuses on just one – the 
relationship between the Christian Gospel and politics. 

Pupils work in pairs to consider the statements on the activity sheet ‘Liberation 
Theology – does Christianity and politics mix?’ Pupils will need to have seen the 
video clip first. Drawing upon this and their prior knowledge of Christian teaching they 
complete the table, identifying firstly what they think the liberation theologians quoted 
mean, and secondly questions they would like to ask each liberation theologian. 

After debriefing as a class, debate or individual reflective work could follow, for 
example:               
• How far does the following comment by a friend of Romero’s explain why he was 

assassinated? 
• To what extent was Jesus a liberation theologian? 
• Can you be a Christian and keep out of politics? 
• How might Oscar Romero have responded to the person who said, ‘I can be a Christian 

without having to suffer.’ 

'He became someone new. He acquired a new and different sense of 
what it meant to be a Christian. He understood his ministry as a 
bishop in a new and different way. He even adopted a new theology, 
much to the surprise and the alarm of those who preferred the old, the 
known, with which they felt secure.’  Jon Sobrino. 
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