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Introduction 
 
Britain - a diverse society 
 
It is no accident that the term ‘world music’ was coined in a nation whose favourite 
dish is Chicken Tikka Masala; ever since Sir Francis Drake returned from the 
Americas with the now humble potato the UK has looked to the rest of the world to 
expand its culture, tastes and creativity.  
 
These days the ‘Golden Hind’ bobs in the swell of a well-earned retirement, a tourist 
attraction whose ‘golden’ years are spent as a memorial to world culture and 
exploration. Her voyage, which took three years, is now an anachronism, replaced 
by the modern galleons of the Internet, TV and more importantly the multiculturalism 
of British society.  
 
Reaching a diverse new audience 
 
Britain has a uniquely diverse nation. There is now an estimated minority ethnic 
population of more than 4 million, 7.1% of the population. Modern Britain is a 
home to communities from every corner of the globe; their plethoras of c
cuisines and skills have been an important force in Britain’s development socially, 
culturally and economically.  
 
Historically, the British world music audience has, in its ethnic make-up, been 
somewhat less diverse than the background picture of the UK. It is far from unusual 
for the musicians on stage to significantly outnumber their compatriots or ex-
compatriots in the audience. When Youssou N'Dour, who enjoys enormous success 
in his homeland of Senegal and indeed across Africa, played WOMAD in 2005, even 
he failed to draw an audience that was proportionately diverse. 
 

ultures, 

Plans for the 2007 Awards 
 
As a response to this situation, BBC Radio 3 aims to use this year’s awards as an 
opportunity to better engage BAME (Black Asian Minority Ethnic Groups) 
communities in the British World music scene and industry. By delivering a 
programme of English for Speakers of Other Languages, Radio 3 aims to shape 
an environment in which there are conditions that enable ethnic minority groups to 
engage with the Awards and the sector’s development. The program looks at issues 
of identity and culture, thus strengthening the voices of the cultures that created the 
music in influencing future programming, as well as in making record companies and 
other stakeholders more aware of their audiences. 
 
 
ESOL Education Programme 
 
The ESOL programme consists of materials designed to inform, enthuse and 
provoke thought about World Music and the 2007 Awards in particular. The 
materials are designed at Entry 3, Level 1 and Level 2 and are mapped to the 
ESOL core curriculum; there is also a set of accompanying lesson plans to guide 
the teacher. 
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Radio 3 2007 ESOL Outreach Materials Project 
Evaluation Form  
 
Please help us by completing this form to help the BBC improve its ESOL offer in the 
future.  
 
Please embolden your answers where necessary. 
 
Tutor’s Name:      Date:  
Organisation:    Sector, e.g. VCS, FE:  
Level/ Levels Used: E3 / L1 / L2 
 
Pedagogical criteria  
Instructions  
How clear are 
the 
instructions?  

Very clear Mostly 
clear  

Unclear  Nonexistent 

Layout  
How effective is 
the use of text?  

Very 
effective  

Effective Not 
effective 

Useless  

How effective 
are the 
graphics?  

Very 
effective  

Effective Not 
effective 

Useless  

Collaborative Study 
How much 
opportunity is 
there for 
collaborative 
learning when 
using the 
materials? 

More than 
enough  

Just about 
enough  

Not 
enough  

None  

Challenge  
Is the material 
offer a sufficient 
challenge for 
learners?  

Yes  No  

Context  
How motivating 
is the context in 
which language 
is presented?  

Very 
motivating 

Motivating Not 
motivating  

Nonexistent 
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Design Criteria  
Activities 
Was there a 
sufficiently 
broad range of 
activities in the 
lesson you 
used? 

Very 
broad  

Broad  Average  Limited  

Stimulation 
Did the material 
presented 
stimulate your 
learners?  

Very 
stimulated 

Engaged Content  Bored  

Appearance  
How does the 
material look?  

Very 
attractive  

Fine  Plain  Unattractive 

Ease of use  
Did you find the 
lesson plans 
easy to use and 
apply?  

Easy  Fairly 
easy  

Somewhat 
difficult  

Impossible  

Extension activities  
Have you/ or do 
you intend to/ 
try any of the 
extension 
activities? If no, 
why?  

Yes No 
Why? 

Quality  
Overall, would 
you rate the 
lessons as a 
learning tool? 

Excellent Good Average Poor 

 
Additional Comments: [please type here] 
 
Would you like to participate in a BBC ESOL pilot in the future: Y / N 
 
Please return this form to: 
Helene Rammant, BBC Broadcasting House, Portland Place, W1A 1AA 
All queries to: helene.rammant@bbc.co.uk

PHOTOCOPIABLE 
Copyright © BBC Radio 3 2007 

5

mailto:helene.rammant@bbc.co.uk


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Entry 3  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PHOTOCOPIABLE 
Copyright © BBC Radio 3 2007 

6



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

b a 

 
 

c 

 

d 

  

f e 

 g h 

 
 

PHOTOCOPIABLE 
Copyright © BBC Radio 3 2007 

7



 

 
1. Work in groups of 3 or 4.  
 

• How many different styles of music can you think 
of?  

• Which musical styles are the most popular now? 
• Which musical styles are the most popular in your 

country? 
 
Write your answers on the paper your teacher gives 
you. Then put them on the classroom wall. 
 
2. Work with a partner.   
 
Here are the names of some World Music artists. They 
are all winners of the 2007 BBC Awards for World 
Music.  
 
Match the names of the artists to their pictures, and 
write them in the boxes. 
 

 
Name 
Ali Farka Toure 
Gotan Project 
Keinan 
Camille 
Gogol Bordello 
Mahmoud Ahmed 
Debashish Bhattacharya 
Ghada Shbeir 
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3. Which countries do you think these artists come from? 
See if you can find the countries’ names in the word 
search below. When you have finished, check yours 
answers with a partner. 
 
 

R Y M Q U P T I A O E R T T K 
Y N X R A W S B I P A R F O C 
V U V V G W R Y P B D H O H M 
K A W R T M B W O C Y Q U V N 
S G N O G X W N I I C E B M M 
T D N I J K O K H L F F O A A 
S E T A T S D E T I N U L I Z 
A I F V U N F O E N U I L A X 
N N D R O C E V L E B A N O N 
N D H F A S P G J M M T M A S 
Q I D J E N D L R O L I A Y J 
D A S R D O C B S A Z E Q M T 
D E R Y M S R E I K V U S E F 
B W V U S Z R D B W N E M C L 
Y Z S T U K R E U R H K J O Z 

 
 
ARGENTINA  ETHIOPIA  FRANCE 
INDIA   LEBANON  MALI 
SOMALIA  UNITED STATES 

 
Where are these countries on a map? 
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When Mahmoud Ahmed took the stage at the WOMAD 
(World of Music and Dance) music festival in 2005 many 
looked at this grey bearded figure and wondered if he could 
still touch the heights of those incredible recordings he cut 
from 1971-1975. No worries: as his band locked into one of 
those rhythmical, African grooves Ahmed opened his mouth 
and that great, mysterious voice came out just as it had done 
all those years ago.  
 
Mahmoud Ahmed is both a living legend and something of a 
mystery in the West. He is Ethiopia’s most famous singer of its 
“golden era”, the three albums reissued of his recordings by 
French label Buda Musique as part of their Ethiopiques series 
have captured Western listeners in the same way that, say, 
the reissues of early blues singers did for a previous 
generation. Why then hasn’t he become a bigger star on the 
world music circuit? It appears Ahmed is so valued by 
Ethiopians – both at home and abroad – he’s too busy singing 
for weddings and private events to give much thought to 
Western audiences.  
 
Mahmoud Ahmed was born May 8, 1941, in Addis Ababa. 
Although no one in his family sang from an early age 
Mahmoud made no effort to be anything else. Leaving school 
unqualified, at 11 Mahmoud began work as a shoe shine boy. 
A series of jobs followed until he ended up handy-man at the 
Arizona Club in 1959. One evening it was Mahmoud’s 20th 
Birthday, he persuaded the house band to let him sing and 
soon he was a member of Haile Selassie’s Royal Band, 
working there until the military coup of 1974. Mahmoud made 
his first record in 1971 and quickly became a favourite across 
Ethiopia. During Ethiopia’s 17-years of military dictatorship 
Mahmoud managed to sing in Addis’s luxury hotels and even 
toured the US!  
 
Ahmed sings with soft, never hurrying, voice riding an Amharic 
rhythm. Indeed, as the Red Sea’s most seductive soul singer 
Mahmoud is the equivalent of many of the US greats. Just like 
his influences, who are the great singers of Ethiopia’s past, he 
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continues to explore Ethiopia’s rich musical tradition and give 
pleasure to audiences all around the world.  

By Garth Cartwright 
 
4. Fill in the gaps using these words from the text. 
 
influences  dictatorship  unqualified  generation 
handy man equivalent  abroad     incredible    
royal   effort  rhythmical 

 
1. To go     is to go to another country. 
2. A      can repair many things around 
the house.  
3. To play drums you need to be a     person. 
4. If somebody is      it means they don’t 
have the correct qualifications to do a job. 
5. The Queen’s family are called the     family. 
6. If something is      to something else, it 
means it has the same value as it. 
7. An Artist’s     are the other artists he 
likes and respects. His music may have developed 
because of listening to them.    
8. If a country is controlled by a      it 
means it is ruled by one person.  
9. If you make an      it means you try hard. 
10. Your     is all of the people who were 
born around the same time as you. 
11.     is a synonym of amazing or 
extraordinary. 
 

5. Look at the words in bold. What kind of words are they? 
What tense are they? How could you categorise them? 
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6. Simple Past Verbs 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Learner A Across 
 
2. TOOK—The past of      
7. MANAGED—The past of      
8. OPENED—The past of      
9. ENDED—The past of      
10. CAME—The past of      
11. BECAME—The past of      
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6. Simple Past Verbs 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Learner B Down 
 
1. PERSUADED—The past of     
2. TOURED—The past of      
3. WONDERED—The past of      
4. SANG—The past of      
5. CAPTURED—The past of     
6. LOCKED—The past of      
7. MADE—The past of      
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7. Use sentences from the text to complete this timeline of 
Mahmoud Ahmed’s life. 
 

 
1941- 
 
 
1952- 
 
 
1959- 
 
 
1961- 
 
 
1971- 
 
 
1974- 
 

a 

b 

c 

d 

e 

f 
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Name: Debashish Bhattacharya 
Nationality: Indian 
Born: 1964, Calcutta 
First album: Sheer Magic 
Influences: Indian classical music, jazz 
blues and classical guitar. 
History: first concert at 4 years old, has 
invented his own type of slide guitar, 
played with John McLaughlin in 1985. 
 

Name: Camille 
Nationality: French 
Born: 1979, Paris 
First album: Le Sac Des Filles 
Influences: French Chanson, post-punk 
and new wave.  
History:  She won the Prix Constantin 
prize in France. Her second album sold 
over 200.000 copies in France. 

Name: Keinan 
Nationality: Somali 
Born: 1978, Mogadishu 
First album: The Dusty Foot 
Philosopher. 
Influences: hip hop, Somali music 
History: Keinan was a child soldier and 
had to flee the civil war in Mogadishu at 
the age of 13. His first album told the 
story of the war in Mogadishu. 

Name: Gogol Bordello 
Nationality: American 
Born: lead singer Eugene Hutz was 
born in Ukraine, 1972 
First album: When the Trickster Comes 
a Pokin' 
Influences: gypsy music and punk 
History: Formed in NY in 1989. 
Eugene left the Ukraine in 1986 
following the Chernobyl disaster. He 
moved to the United States in 1993 and 
formed Gogol Bordello. 

Name: Ghada Shbeir  
Nationality: Lebanese 
Born: Lebanon 
First album: Al Muwashahat 
Influences: arabo-andulsian singing 
and Assyrian religious chants 
History: Her debut album was released 
in May 2006 – just before her country 
was once again at war. 
Ghada has written two books about 
Middle-Eastern music. 

Name: Ali Farka Toure 
Nationality: Malian 
Born: 1939, Timbuktu  
First album: Ali Farka Toure 
Influences: African languages 
(Songhay, Fulfulde, Tamasheq), 
American delta blues.  
History: Ali adapted local Malian music 
on the guitar and invented his own 
unique African blues. Ali won two 
Grammy Awards, one for collaboration 
with US blues musician Ry Cooder and 
another one for a collaboration with 
chora virtuoso Toumani Diabate. 
Name: Mahmoud Ahmed 
Nationality: Ethiopian 
Born: 1941, Addis Ababa 
First album: Slow Collections 
Influences: Ethiopian music, American 
soul and blues. 

Name: Gotan Project 
Nationality: Argentinian 
Born: 2000, Buenos Aires 
First album: La Revancha del Tango 
Influences: tango, electronica 
History: Debut album sold over 1 
million copies. They launched the 
‘electro tango’ movement worldwide. 
Two years ago they went back to 
exploring traditional music from 
Argentina. 

History: Leaving school unqualified, 
Mahmoud began work as a shoe shine 
boy before he became a member of 
Haile Selassie’s ultra-official Imperial 
Band. Mahmoud became the most 
famous Ethiopian singer of its ‘golden 
era’.  
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World Music Artist 
 
You are a famous World Music artist. In 20mins time a 
BBC journalist will call you for a telephone interview. Use 
the card your teacher gave you to prepare for the 
interview. 
 
My name is          
I come from         
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
            
 
 
Imagine some other ideas about that person’s life:
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BBC Journalist 
You are a journalist working for the BBC. Prepare some 
questions for your telephone interview with a famous 
World Music Artist. 
 
1. Decide on an introduction for the interview, e.g. Thank you for 
coming, it’s a pleasure to meet you, etc. 
           
           
           
            
 
2. Complete the following questions: 
 
        spell    name? 
 
         born? When? 
 
         make    first album? 
 
 
What    it called? 
 
 
Who    your influences? 
 
 
Tell me     about your life? 
 
3. Think of a question of your own. 
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Answer Sheet- Entry 3 
 
1.a, Mahmoud Ahmed b, Debashish Bhattacharya c, Ghada Shbeir d, Keinan e, 
Camille f, Ali Farka Toure g, Gogol Bordello 
 
 
2. a, Mahmoud Ahmed- Ethiopia b, Debashish Bhattacharya- India c, Ghada Shbeir- 
Lebanon d, Keinan- Somalia e, Camille- France f, Ali Farka Toure- Mali g, Gogol 
Bordello- United States 
 
 
3. 

R Y M Q U P T I A O E R T T K 
Y N X R A W S B I P A R F O C 
V U V V G W R Y P B D H O H M 
K A W R T M B W O C Y Q U V N 
S G N O G X W N I I C E B M M 
T D N I J K O K H L F F O A A 
S E T A T S D E T I N U L I Z 
A I F V U N F O E N U I L A X 
N N D R O C E V L E B A N O N 
N D H F A S P G J M M T M A S 
Q I D J E N D L R O L I A Y J 
D A S R D O C B S A Z E Q M T 
D E R Y M S R E I K V U S E F 
B W V U S Z R D B W N E M C L 
Y Z S T U K R E U R H K J O Z 
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4.   
 1. abroad 
 2. handyman 
 3. rhythmical 
 4. unqualified 
 5. royal 
 6. equivalent 
 7. influences 
 8. dictatorship 
 9. effort 
 10. generation 
 11. incredible 
 
5. verbs, simple past, regular/ irregular 
 
6. 

 
 
 

7.  a Mahmoud Ahmed was born May 8, 1941 
b Leaving school unqualified, at 11 Mahmoud began work as a shoe shine 
boy. 
c. A series of jobs followed until he ended up handy-man at the Arizona Club 
in 1959. 
d One evening it was Mahmoud’s 20th Birthday, he persuaded the house band 
to let him sing. 
e. Mahmoud made his first record in 1971 and quickly became a favourite 
across Ethiopia. 
f. soon he was a member of Haile Selassie’s Royal Band, working there until 
the military coup of 1974.



 

 

2007 BBC Radio 3 ESOL Project Level: Entry 3 Date:      /      / 
Aim: 
To encourage learners to explore ‘World’ cultures and associated arts. 
Objectives: Learners will be better able to… 
-Engage in a discussion about culture and specifically relate it to music. 
-Recognise and understand relevant specialist key words related to a musicians 
biography 
-Use knowledge of the simple past, to work out meaning and confirm 
understanding of a biographical text at this level 
-Ask questions and respond to requests about personal information 

Resources: 
Flip chart paper + Marker pens 
Artist Picture Worksheet 
Learner work sheets (pages - ) 
Information gap crosswords A + B 
Information gap crosswords 
A + B OHT 
Timeline OHT (page  ) 
Mini biography cards (cut-out) 
World Music Artist prep. sheet 
BBC Journalist prep. sheet 

Duration Resource Used Activity Interaction Curric. 
Ref. 

Lr/E3.1a,e 5 mins 
 

Flip chart paper + 
Marker pens 

Teacher writes the word ‘music’ in the middle of a spider 
diagram on the board and explains it is today’s topic. 

Teacher – Class 
 

10 mins 
 
 
 

Flip chart paper + 
Marker pens 

Learners work in groups of 3-4 to complete a spider 
diagram with the names of as many musical genres as 
possible on flipchart paper. Learners choose a scribe 
who transfers the group’s ideas to flipchart paper and 
then pins the paper on the classroom wall.  
 

Groups of 3-4 
 
 

Sd/E3.1  
Sd/E3.2
Wt/E3.1
Ww/E3.1
Ww/E3.2
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10 mins 
 

Flip chart paper Teacher invites learners to stand up and look at each 
other’s work. Teacher leads a discussion about Which 
musical styles are the most popular now. Which musical 
styles are the most popular in your country? 
 
NOTE: If the genre World Music does not appear the 
teacher must introduce it at this point then concept 
check. 

Teacher – Class Sd/E3.1a 
Sd/E3.2
Sd/E3.1g 

15 mins 
 
 
 
 
 

Artist Picture Worksheet 
Learner work sheets 
(pages 6) 
 
 
 

Working in pairs learners use their cultural knowledge to 
match the pictures of world music artists with their 
names. 
Learners then individually complete the word search and 
match countries of origin with the artists’ names and 
pictures. 
Feedback to class  
 

Pairs 
 

Individual study 
 
 

Teacher – Class 
 

Rt/E3.9
Rw/E3.1

15 mins 
 
 
 
 

Learner work sheets 
(pages 7 -10 ) 
 
 
 
 

Learners read the text about Mahmoud Ahmed and 
answer question 4. 
Learners compare answers and answer question 5. 
Feedback to class. Teacher conducts brief grammar 
review of Simple Past tense where necessary.  
 

Individual study 
 

Pairs 
Teacher – Class 

 

Rw/E3.1
Rs/E3.1b 
 

15mins 
 
 
 
 

Information gap 
crosswords A + B 
 
 
 

Teacher splits the class into pairs and assigns each 
learner a role as either Learner A or B. Learner A has 
the across half of the crossword, Learner B has the 
down half of the crossword. Learners take it in turns to 
ask their partner for clues and complete the crossword. 
 

Pairs 
 
 
 
 

Rw/E3.1
Rs/E3.1b 
Ww/E3.2
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5 mins 
 
 
 

Information gap 
crosswords A + B OHT 
 
 

Teacher uses OHT to facilitate feedback and 
assessment. 
 
 

Teacher – Class 
 
 
 

Sc/E3.1a 

15mins 
 

Learner work sheets 
(page 13) 
Timeline OHT (page  ) 

Learners complete question 6. Teacher monitors and the 
prompts and corrects from OHT. 

Individual study 
Teacher – Class] 

Rs/E3.1b 
Ws/E3.2a,b 

15mins 
 
 
 
 
 
 

World Music Artist prep. 
sheet 
BBC Journalist prep. 
sheet 

Teacher splits the class into pairs and assigns each 
learner a role as either a World Music Artist or a BBC 
journalist.  The teacher then gives each learner the 
worksheets pertaining to their chosen role; each World 
Music artists get a mini biography card and a copy of the 
World Music Artist prep. sheet. The BBC Journalist gets 
a copy of the BBC Journalist prep. sheet. 
Learners then complete their worksheets individually. 
The teacher monitors and facilitates. 
 

Pairs 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Individual study 

Rs/E3.1b 
Ws/E3.2a,b 
 

15 mins 
 

World Music Artist prep. 
sheet 
BBC Journalist prep. 
sheet 

Learners sit back to back in order to simulate the 
conditions of a telephone conversation. The learner with 
the BBC journalist role begins by asking the questions 
he or she has prepared. The learner with the World 
Music Artist role responds using full sentences (as 
prepared on the prep. sheet).  

Pairs Lr/E3.5b 
Lr/E3.3b 
Sc/E3.3b 
Sc/E3.4b,c 
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10 mins 
 
 

Whiteboard Teacher revisits challenges highlighted by the lesson 
and assesses learning through Q&A 
 
 
 
 

Teacher – Class Depends 
on chosen 
content 
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Homework: 
Learners should make a timeline of their own life, or the life of someone they know well. Encourage 
learners to focus on accurate use of the simple past and to use the Mahmoud Ahmed model as a 
guide where necessary. 
 
 
Differentiation: (To completed by the teacher according to learner needs) 
 
 
 
Evaluation: (To be completed by the teacher) 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Level 1  
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Find someone who… Find someone who… 
Can play a musical instrument Has more than 50 CDs. 
Name: Name: 
  
Find someone who… Find someone who… 
Listens to the radio everyday Likes Hip-hop music 
Name: Name: 
  
Find someone who… Find someone who… 
Has been to a concert this year Can sing their favourite song 
Name: Name: 
  
Find someone who… Find someone who… 
Has sung karaoke Has children who play music 
Name: Name: 
  
Find someone who… Find someone who… 
Can dance very well Prefers songs in English to their 

own language Name: 
Name:  
 

Find someone who… Find someone who… 
Has downloaded music from the 
Internet 

Has got an ipod or an Mp3 
player 

Name: Name: 
  
Find someone who… Find someone who… 
Likes to listen to opera Can read music 
Name: Name: 
  
Find someone who… Find someone who… 

Has bought a CD this week Doesn’t like music 
Name: Name: 
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1. Pre Reading You are going to read about an artist from 
Somalia. What do you know about Somalia? 
 

• Where is Somalia? 
• Do you know what colour the Somali flag is? 
• What is the capital city? 
• Is it an urban country or a rural country? 
• What has happened there in the past few years? 

 
Wearing the blue Somali flag and flanked by his djembe 
player and guitarist, K’Naan Warsame is not your average 
hip hop artist. ‘Gangsta’ poses and bling are just not his 
thing. Even the samples sound organic. His thin frame is 
lost in elegantly bohemian clothes and with his haystack-
shaped hat crammed over a growing Afro, he looks like a 
young Sly Stone and sounds not unlike Eminem once did. 
But the words he raps and sings mark him out as a 
‘brother from another planet’. 
 
As he declares on his 2005 debut album The Dusty Foot 
Philosopher, “It’s better to light a candle than to curse the 
dark.” That kind of optimistic attitude has taken him a long 
way from his roots, growing up in a tough neighbourhood 
of Mogadishu known as the River of Blood, where he 
learnt to fire a gun at the age of eight. As the civil war 
which began in 1988 slowly engulfed the entire country, he 
and his peers – three of whom were killed one night when 
he was eleven – were forced to live by their wits in a city 
where gun law was the only law. 
 
By this time, his father had already settled in the US and 
was sending his son musical Red Cross packages 
containing music by the likes of Eric B & Rakim and Nas, 
sowing the seeds of his later career. Eventually his mum 
managed to get the rest of the family on the last flight out 
of Mogadishu in 1991 before gang wars closed the airport. 
They ended up in Toronto, where K’Naan started writing 
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raps as soon as he could speak English…Fast forward to 
2006. K’Naan spends most of March touring Europe as 
support act for his friend Damian Marley. His charismatic 
presence graces DJ Charlie Gillett’s (hopefully not) last 
broadcast on BBC London 94.9 FM at Reading’s WOMAD 
festival. In October, his instantly recognisable cameo 
makes ‘Silani’ a standout track on Ba Cissoko’s second 
album. And M-1 from underground US rappers Dead Prez 
joins him onstage at London’s Jazz Café, previewing their 
forthcoming collaboration, ‘Till We Get There’. You could 
say K’Naan has ‘arrived’.  

by Jon Lusk 
 
2. First Reading 
 
a) Look these words up in a dictionary and write your own 
definitions. 
 
Album          
Organic          
Bohemian         
Haystack          
Engulfed          
Charismatic         
Sowing          
to curse          
philosopher         
 
b) True or false? 
 
• K'naan's mother missed the last flight out of 

Mogadishu. 
• K'Naan is a very unusual Hip Hop artist. 
• K'Naan learnt to rap when he was 35. 
• K'naan has collaborated with other Hip Hop artists. 
• K'Naan is still relatively unknown as a musician; he is 

still looking to be discovered. 
• K'naan has never played outside of Canada. 
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3. Second Reading 
 
a) Work with a partner. Find the sentence in the text that describes 
K'Naan's appearance. According to the text, which of these 
adjectives does not correctly describe K'Naan? 
 
slim    youthful   individual   
bohemian  resourceful   thoughtful 
hopeful   conventional 
 
b) Look at these sentences from the text. Discuss with a partner 
what they mean and match them to an adjective from A.   
 
"It's better to light a candle than to curse the dark"  
"a 'brother from another planet'" 
"Gangsta' poses and bling are not his thing" 
"when he was eleven.... were forced to live by their wits" 
"the dusty foot philosopher" 
 
c) Do you think the music reflects what you know about K'Naan's 
life? Do you like it? 
 
4. Your teacher is going to play you some extracts by some world 
music artists. See if you can match the songs to the pictures and 
complete the tables. Which do you think is K'Naan? 



 

 

  
The music originates from……………………..   The music originates from……………………..   
The instruments used are……………………..  The instruments used are……………………..  
Adjectives to describe the mood the music conveys Adjectives to describe the mood the music conveys 
……………………………………………………………… ……………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………… ……………………………………………………………… 
My feelings as I am listening My feelings as I am listening 
……………………………………………………………... ……………………………………………………………... 
……………………………………………………………… ……………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………… ……………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………… ……………………………………………………………… 
  

My mark out of 10:    /10                               1.
 

My mark out of 10:    /10                               2. 
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The music originates from……………………..   The music originates from……………………..   
The instruments used are……………………..  The instruments used are……………………..  
Adjectives to describe the mood the music conveys Adjectives to describe the mood the music conveys 
……………………………………………………………… ……………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………… ……………………………………………………………… 
My feelings as I am listening My feelings as I am listening 
……………………………………………………………... ……………………………………………………………... 
……………………………………………………………… ……………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………… ……………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………… ……………………………………………………………… 
  

My mark out of 10:    /10                               3. 
 

My mark out of 10:    /10                               4. 
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The music originates from……………………..   
The instruments used are……………………..  
Adjectives to describe the mood the music conveys 
……………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………… 
My feelings as I am listening 
……………………………………………………………... 
……………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………… 
 

My mark out of 10:    /10                               5. 
 

 
 
The music originates from……………………..   
The instruments used are……………………..  
Adjectives to describe the mood the music conveys 
……………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………… 
My feelings as I am listening 
……………………………………………………………... 
……………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………… 
 

My mark out of 10:    /10                              6. 
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b) Compare your ideas in groups of three or four.



 

 

 
How would you describe this music to someone who had 
never heard it?………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
Does this song remind you of any other musicians?……… 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
How does it make you feel?…………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
Why do you like this song the best?………………………... 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
Why should this song win the overall winner's award…….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
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How would you describe this music to someone who had 
never heard it?………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
Does this song remind you of any other musicians?……… 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
How does it make you feel?…………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
Why do you like this song the best?………………………... 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
Why should this song win the overall winner's award…….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
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How would you describe this music to someone who had 
never heard it?………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
Does this song remind you of any other musicians?……… 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
How does it make you feel?…………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
Why do you like this song the best?………………………... 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
Why should this song win the overall winner's award…….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
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How would you describe this music to someone who had 
never heard it?………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
Does this song remind you of any other musicians?……… 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
How does it make you feel?…………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
Why do you like this song the best?………………………... 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
Why should this song win the overall winner's award…….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
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How would you describe this music to someone who had 
never heard it?………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
Does this song remind you of any other musicians?……… 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
How does it make you feel?…………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
Why do you like this song the best?………………………... 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
Why should this song win the overall winner's award…….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
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How would you describe this music to someone who had 
never heard it?………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
Does this song remind you of any other musicians?……… 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
How does it make you feel?…………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
Why do you like this song the best?………………………... 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
Why should this song win the overall winner's award…….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
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Answer Sheet- Level 1 
 
 
1. North East Africa, Cornflower/ Light Blue, Mogadishu, Mostly rural, Civil war. 
 
2. a, N/A b, F, T, F, T, F, F 
 
3. a, Conventional b, hopeful, individual, bohemian, resourceful, thoughtful 
 
4. K’Naan is artist number 1.



 

2007 BBC Radio 3 ESOL Project Level: Level 1 Date:      /      / 

Aim: 
To encourage learners to explore the histories of successful cultural 
ambassadors.  

Resources: 
Find someone who cut-out sheet 
Learner worksheets  
2007 Awards for World Music CD or 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio3/worldmusic/Objectives: Learners will be better able to… a4wm2007/winners.shtml 

-Make request and give information about personal experiences CD Player 
-Use a dictionary to find unfamiliar lexis Artist description sheets  

Awards Judge crib sheets -Follow and contribute to discussions on a range of cultural topics 
Voting slips (cut up paper squares) -Express views and opinions in planning a group presentations 

Duration Resource 
Used Activity Curric. Interaction Ref. 

10mins Find someone who 
cut-out sheet 

Each learner gets a find someone who question slip. 
Learners try to find someone in the room who 
answers yes to the question on the slip. The learner 
then writes that person’s name in the space provided. 

Mill Drill Sc/L1.2 b 

Lr/L1.5

Pairs 15mins Learner worksheets 
(pages 26 ) 

Pre- reading in pairs learners answer questions to 
raise their awareness of Somalia. Sd/L1.2

Learners read the text about K’Naan. By using a 
combination of inference and a dictionary, learners 
write their own definitions to the words listed. 

   
Sd/L1.3Individual Study 
Rt/L1.5b 
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio3/worldmusic/
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/curriculum_esol/tree/speaking/speaktocommunicate/L1/
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/curriculum_esol/tree/listening/listenrespond/L1/
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/curriculum_esol/tree/speaking/engagediscuss/L1/
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/curriculum_esol/tree/speaking/engagediscuss/L1/
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/curriculum_esol/tree/reading/readingcomp/L1/


 

Individual Study 20 mins Learner worksheets 
(pages  26-27 ) 

Learners answer questions 2 and 3 individually. Rw/L1.1Teacher takes feedback and encourages discussion 
around 3b and 3c from the front of the class. 
 
 

Teacher- Class a,b,c 

Sd/L1.2a 

Lr/L1.4

Individual Study 25 mins 2007 Awards for 
World Music CD (if 
you do not have 
this useable 
extracts are 
available at ) 

The teacher plays 6 extracts from 2007 Awards for 
World Music CD on the CD player. While listening the 
learners complete the tables, finally awarding each 
song with a mark out of 10.  

Lr/L1.1 a 

Lr/L1.2 b 
 Wt/L1.4  

Wt/L1.6 The CD tracks are in order: CD 1 Tracks 6 (K’Naan), 
1 (Camille). CD 2 Tracks 5 (Debashish 
Bhattacharya), 6 Ali Farka Toure, Track 15 (Ghada 
Shbeir). 

CD Player 
Artist description 
sheets (pages 28-
30 ) 
 

Groups of no more 
than 5 

The teacher places the Awards Judge crib sheets 
around the room, preferably one per table. Learners 
take a seat at the table of their favourite artist, taking 
their Artist description sheets with them. 

Artist description 
sheets (pages 31-
36 ) 

20 mins Sd/L1.1 a,c 

Sd/L1.2 a,c 
Awards Judge crib 
sheets 

 Wt/L1.2  
Wt/L1.4In groups learners attempt to complete the Awards 

Judge crib sheet around their chosen artist. The 
teacher facilitates the learners to elect a 
spokesperson and a scribe within their group. 
Learners will then participate in an election to award 
one artist as their chosen winner. 

 
 Wt/L1.6
 
 

NOTE: If there is an inequality between group 
sizes the teacher should reallocate learners by 
spoken competency, ensuring an even spread of 
the more capable learners throughout the groups. 
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25 mins Awards Judge crib 
sheets 
Voting slips (cut up 
paper squares) 

Each group takes its turn to present its chosen artist 
to the groups. Allow approx. 5mins for each group to 
present + a couple of minutes for questions. 
 
When the presentations are over the teacher chairs a 
ballot to decide the winning artist. Each learner is 
given a slip of paper on which they must write the 
name of their chosen winner. Votes are folded and 
returned back to the teacher. The teacher counts the 
votes and announces a winner. 
NOTE: Learners cannot vote for their own group! 
 

Group- Class Sc/L1.3e 

Sc/L1.4a,b 

 

10 mins 
 

Whiteboard Teacher revisits challenges highlighted by the lesson 
and assesses learning progress through Q&A 

Teacher – Class Depends on 
chosen content 
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Homework: 
 
 
Differentiation: (To completed by the teacher according to learner needs) 
 
 
Evaluation: (To be completed by the teacher) 

http://www.dfes.gov.uk/curriculum_esol/tree/speaking/speaktocommunicate/L1/
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/curriculum_esol/tree/speaking/speaktocommunicate/L1/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Level 2 
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1. Do you ever buy CDs? 
What was the last CD you bought? 
Do you ever buy music by artists who sing in languages 
you don't understand? 
Have you heard of the term World Music? What does it 
mean to you?  
 
2. Read the following article about World Music and match 
each section to one of the titles below. Write the titles in 
the boxes. 
 
The artists' view 
'World music' is it really a problem?  
The 'problem' with 'world music' 
Some context and history  
 
 
 
In the New York Times last October, rock star David Byrne penned a feature 
titled 'Why I Hate World Music.' "In my experience, the use of the term world 
music is a way of dismissing artists or their music as irrelevant to one's own 
life," he avowed. "It's a way of relegating this 'thing' into the realm of 
something exotic and therefore cute, weird but safe, because exotica is 
beautiful but irrelevant; they are, by definition, not like us... It groups 
everything and anything that isn't 'us' into 'them.' This grouping is a 
convenient way of not seeing a band or artist as a creative individual, albeit 
from a culture somewhat different from that seen on American television. It's a 
label for anything at all that is not sung in English or anything that doesn't fit 
into the Anglo-Western pop universe this year." 
 
Well, that's David Byrne's little local problem, but it is one that has 
occasionally raised its head among conspiracy theorists ever since the 
summer of 1987 when the original World Music campaign kicked in. Indeed, 
hardly had the first press releases settled on journalists' desks when London's 
City Limits magazine ran a feature by Rick Glanville. Glanville thought, 
"anybody from the Third World is allowed to join through the paternalistic 
assumption of rudimentary, exotic and inaccessible qualities. What the 
consumer friendly title of world music fails to do is to sidestep the middle class 
white dominance which created it -- magazines get excited by acts like the 
Bhundu Boys and Youssou N'Dour when such hi-tech contemporary synth 
bands have never associated themselves with the lives of the boring, white 
middle class men who listen to them". 
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Most of that says a lot more about the prejudices of the accuser than it does 
about the subject itself. In Britain, anything done out of enthusiasm by 
somebody with the slightest whiff of middle-classness about them is 
automatically cause for intense suspicion. If such enthusiastic middle-class 
activists happen to be white and male too then it's an automatic conviction 
and throw away the key. Oddly, many of the people who hold these views are 
white, male and inescapably middle class too. Similarly, across the Atlantic 
there is a type of American who views anything done by those nasty ex-
colonialist Brits as necessarily reprehensible. Of course, they then get very 
jumpy if we mention Coca Cola, cultural colonialism and the CIA... All of this 
was very far from the thoughts of those who instigated the short-term 
marketing plan that resulted in World Music becoming a 'genre'.  
 
How did we get to that point? Well, looking at it from personal experience, 
back in the 1960s it was very hard to find anything in England which wasn't 
American or a local copy of it (that'll teach those ex-colonialists, eh?). In turn, 
jazz, folk and blues (and later reggae) each had a boom, establishing such 
sufficiently sizeable niches that you would henceforth find their sections in 
most record shops. What might actually be put in those sections never 
needed to be fully defined, not that anybody ever could. The important thing 
was that your instinct knew what jazz or folk was, even if it wasn't the same 
instinct as the next person had. If you thought that was what you liked, then 
you knew where there might be a chance of finding it. Record shop staff could 
take a reasonable shot at which box to drop an LP sleeve into. So the stuff 
sold to the fans who wanted to buy it, and the curious beginner had 
somewhere to browse. 
 
Angelique Kidjo complains in her introduction to the recent Music Hound 
World book that "Critics generally want a musician from a foreign country to 
stick to a pure tradition; he has to be 'authentic'." Well, there are 'purists' and 
'traditionalists' in just about every form of music. But it was never part of the 
original World Music concept to tell artists what to do, just to help them sell 
records. There’s no rule to stop an artist if they want to make music that they 
or the buyers may feel fits better in a different box, or no box at all. If they 
move into a genre that thousands of other artists are already involved in, 
perhaps as a route to 'crossover' success, it's their choice. It is perhaps more 
likely to be their loss of uniqueness rather than 'authenticity' -- there may be 
many other artists already in that field who do it better -- that loses fans. If the 
recording artist has the right to make whatever music they like, the potential 
buyer also has the right to buy what they like -- or not. 
 
 
At the end of the first World Music Year, 1987, I went to the best ever gig of 
my whole life -- Youssou N'Dour in the stadium at Ziguinchor, Casamance, 
Senegal. Later that night, we sat talking at Youssou's hotel and another 
English person in the party told him how he hoped Youssou wouldn't go the 
route of Salif Keita's then-recent Soro album, which the Englishman 
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considered 'Westernised' as it was full of synthesizers. Youssou politely, 
gentlemanly, put the guy in his place, saying that instruments don't have a 
nationality, only musicians, and that if a Senegalese musician played a 
synthesizer or an electric guitar, it became a Senegalese instrument. Recently 
I was able to talk with Youssou again about Western attitudes to this music 
(he reconfirmed his 1987 belief) and whether he saw a difference between 
how the Americans, the British and the French approach things. 
 
His answers were revealing. "I'm really more close to the British vision than 
the French," he said. "France was much more involved with their colonisation, 
compared with how things were with the British in Ghana, for example, and in 
the same way they really don't have such a good approach for this music. It's 
definitely different." We talked about how in colonial days their subjects had to 
learn French, whilst the British were content to largely leave education in the 
local language. "And Americans, they just don't know. They're really closed. 
When we did the big Amnesty tour everywhere, I was really close to one black 
American. We flew to Abidjan and when we arrived we took a bus, nine 
o'clock at night. He said 'Where is Africa?' He saw the buildings and lights. 
'This is not Africa'. They think there is a country called Africa where we all 
speak 'African'". 
 
 
Of course none of the above applies to David Byrne, who is a sophisticated, 
educated, world-travelling artist, runs a label that has put out some fine 
international ethnic tropical worldbeat records, and rose above all that long 
ago. However, it maybe explains why he imagines everybody else categorises 
World Music in that way he doesn't like. But mostly they don't. Not outside his 
native USA, anyway, and I'm not even sure it's so universally true there. 
People just find it a useful box, all that was originally intended. They certainly 
put records in it that neither you, I, the original plotters or David Byrne alike 
would ever dream of including -- have you seen what Billboard includes on 
their World Music chart? -- but it still serves its original great purpose. 
 
It's not all positive, but World Music (or Musique du Monde in neighbouring 
Paris) is way ahead on points. It sells large quantities of records that you 
couldn't find two decades ago. It has let many musicians in quite poor 
countries get new respect (and houses, cars and food for their families), and it 
turns out massive audiences for festivals and concerts. It has greatly helped 
international understanding and provoked cultural exchanges -- people who've 
found themselves neighbours in the same box have listened to each other 
and ended up making amazing music together. Oh, and it has allowed a 
motley bunch of enthusiasts to not yet need to get proper jobs. I call it a Good 
Thing, and just feel a bit sorry for people with the thinking time on their hands 
to decide they hate World Music... Lighten up, guys, it's only a box in a record 
shop. 
 
By Ian Anderson; this feature first appeared in fRoots magazine 201, March 2000 
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3. Synonyms: Find the word in bold in the text that means 
the same as one of the words below. 
 
wrote 
disregarding 
fatherly 
real 
forceful 
agreeable 
boost 
mixed 
promising 
individuality 
started 
 
4. Choose the best answer according to the text. 
 
a) What is David Byrne's view of the title 'World Music'? 
 
1 He thinks it's cute and a little bit strange. 
2 It's an insulting term that forces together everything which 
isn't British or American. 
3 It's a useful way of categorising music by country, rather 
than by individual names. 
 
 
b) What is Rick Glanville’s view of the title World Music? 
 
1 He thinks it helps unite the World's musicians as a kind of 
family. 
2 It's just something that the media, in particular magazines, 
get excited about. 
3 It is patronising to artists from the third world that have 
nothing in common with the buyers of their music. 
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c) What is Youssou N'Dour's view of the title world 
music? 
 
1 He thinks that since colonial times, the British have been 
more willing than the French to accept and allow other 
cultures and traditions to prosper. 
2 He believes the French get much more involved with the 
music and see it as an extension of their own culture. 
3 He says that Americans are particularly knowledgeable of 
other ways of life. 
 
d) What is the author's view of the term world music? 
 
1 It’s a useful term that helps people to find and share new 
music. 
2 It's a something that wouldn't suit the sensibilities of 
someone who was well travelled and sophisticated. 
3 It allows artists to avoid getting normal jobs. 
 
5. Which view do you agree with? Discuss with a partner. 
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Should it be necessary for people around the world to learn an 'international' 
language, such as English or French?

Does western media paint an accurate picture of the world? What about the 
representation of your country? 

Would you ever consider marrying or dating someone from another culture? 

England has a very strong traditional culture, with its own music, art and 
cuisine. 

Does western culture threaten to dominate other world cultures? 



 

6. What is ‘English’ music? What do you think music was 
like in England 200 years ago? Do you think anybody still 
plays that music, or listens to it anymore? 
 
Bellowhead is an 
English folk band 
founded together by 
John Spiers and Jon 
Boden. The band plays 
traditional English tunes 
and songs, but in an 
upbeat, modern style.  
 
7. Listen to the song 
‘Jordan’ by Bellowhead 
and fill in the missing 
words. 
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I looked to the    , I looked to the    .  
I saw John Ball a coming a calling 
With four blind horses riding in the clouds 
To look on the other side of Jordan 
 
Pull on your old coat and roll up your     
Jordan is a hard road to travel I     
 
Thunder in the clouds, lighting in the     
What do you think that I told him?  
It’s goodbye son ‘til the next Kingdom come  
And I’ll meet you on the other side of Jordan 
 
The ladies    of have made a big address 
About slavery and hardships according 
They better look at home to their own white slaves 
They’re starving on the English side of Jordan 
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There were snakes in    not many years ago 
St Patrick saw the vermin all a crawling 
But with his shillelagh he hit them on the head 
And he drove them ‘cross the other side of Jordan 
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Jonah spent three days in the belly of a      
Three days and tow nights then according  
He tickled him with a straw which caused him to    
And he chucked him on the other side of Jordan 
 
8. What two countries is this song about? What happened 
between those countries? What do you think Jordan 
means in the context of this song?  
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Answer Sheet- Level 2 
 
1. N/A 
 
2. The ‘problem’ with ‘World Music’, Some context and history, The artists’ view, 
‘World Music’, is it really a problem? 
 
3. penned, dismissing, paternalistic, authentic, reprehensible, positive, boom, motley, 
potential, uniqueness, instigated 
 
4. a, 2 b, 3 c, 1 d, 1 
 
5. N/A 
 
6. nglish Folk Music, yes there are still a few!  E
7. east, west, sleeves, believe, trees, England, Ireland, whale, laugh 
8.  England and Ireland, In 1649 The Irish Confederate Wars: Oliver Cromwell's 
forces defeated the Confederate and Royalist coalition and occupied the Ireland. 
Cromwell passed a very harsh series of Penal laws against Roman Catholics and 
confiscated almost all of their land. In this case Jordan represents the Irish Sea; it is 
also a reference to the bible and the story of Moses who freed the Israelites from 
Egyptian slavery. This song could be seen as a plea to free Northern Ireland from 
English rule. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

2007 BBC Radio 3 ESOL Project Level: Level 2 Date:      /      / 

Aim: 
To stimulate awareness of the complex, cultural context of British society.  

Resources: 
Board Game 
Dice 

Objectives: Learners will be better able to… Learner worksheets (pages - ) 
‘Vote with your feet’ question sheet  -Express statements of fact, give factual accounts, give explanations in a 

discussion around culture 
2007 Awards for World Music CD (if you 
do not have this useable extracts are 
available at 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio3/worldmusic/
a4wm2007/winners.shtml  

-Identify the purpose of a text and infer meaning that is not explicit. Identify 
the main points and specific detail. Read critically to evaluate information 
and compare information, ideas and opinions from different sources CD Player 
-Express clearly personal opinions using appropriate structure, style and 
vocabulary 
Activity Resource Interactio Curric. Activity and 
Duration Used n Ref. 

Sd/L2.15 mins White board and 
markers 

The teacher writes the word culture in the centre of a 
spider diagram on the board. The teacher then elicits 
suggestions for connections from learners and boards 
their responses 

Teacher- Class 
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http://www.dfes.gov.uk/curriculum_esol/tree/speaking/engagediscuss/L2/


 

Sc/L2.115 mins Board Game 
Dice 

Learners then play the culture board game in groups of up 
to 4. The teacher explains how the game is played, using 
the instructions printed on the game as a prompt and aid. 

 

Groups of up to 
4 

a,b 
Sc/L2.4a,b,c,d 

Sd/L2.110 mins Learner 
worksheets 
(page 42) 

Learners look at the pre-reading task (Question 1) in pairs 
to re-awaken prior knowledge. 

Pairs 
 

  
Teacher takes feedback and prompts as required.  

 Teacher- Class 

Rt/L2.1Individual Study Learner 
worksheets 

(pages 43-46 ) 

Learners answer questions 2 and 3 individually. The 
teacher monitors, corrects and prompts where appropriate. 

20 mins 
 Rw/L2.2 

NOTE: Under the heading 'World music' is it really a 
problem? The teacher needs to elicit and clarify the use of 
paraphrasing to contribute to meaning. 

 Rt/L2.7 
  
    Teacher- Class Feedback 

Rt/L2.5Individual Study 20 mins Learner 
worksheets 
(page 46) 

Learners answer question 4. Learners then discuss their 
opinion in pairs before feeding back in a class plenary 
(question 5), The teacher should be sure to elicit a range 
of views and to ensure the issue is properly explored. 

Sc/L2.1 
Teacher- Class 

a,b 
Sc/L2.4a,b,c,d 
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Sc/L2.1Mill Drill 20 mins ‘Vote with your 
feet’ question 

sheet 

VOTE WITH YOUR FEET: The teacher asks the class to 
stand up and elicits the meaning of the verb to vote. The 
teacher then asks learners what to vote with one’s feet 
means and clarifies the correct response. 

a,b 
Sc/L2.4a,b,c,d 
Sc/L2.3
Sc/L2.1

The teacher designates one side of the room as YES and 
the other as NO and then reads out the questions on the 
cut out sheet. Learners then vote with their feet and move 
to the side of the room that accords with their view. 
 
The group that finishes as a minority view must then 
explain why they have taken that view. Learners of the 
opposing view are free to ask questions and attempt to 
persuade them to change their minds. 
The teacher continues to read out all of the prompts and 
monitor and elicit responses/ questions where necessary. 

Sc/L2.1Teacher- Class 20 mins 2007 Awards for 
World Music CD 

(if you do not 
have this useable 

extracts are 
available at 

http://www.bbc.c
o.uk/radio3/world
music/a4wm2007

/winners.shtml 
CD Player 

The teacher facilitates a question around question 6, 
drawing on the learners and exploring the vocabulary of 
folk music. 

a,b 
Sc/L2.4 a,b,c,d 
Lr/L2.1 

Learners then work individually to complete the lyrics 
sheet. 

Lr/L2.2 
 Feedback and Q&A.  If there is ample time the teacher can facilitate an 

exploration of the song’s meaning and its context. 
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Homework: 
Essay topic: If you could choose three aspects of your culture to put in a "time box" for the 
future, what would you put in it? 
Differentiation: (To completed by the teacher according to learner needs) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Evaluation: (To be completed by the teacher) 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Extension 
Activities 
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Activity 1: Task based learning: 

Writing an Artist’s biography 
 
Objectives: Learners will be better able to… 
 

• Ask relevant questions before embarking upon a research 
project 

• Take notes and categorise information  

• Scan and skim text for main ideas and details 

• Apply research skills (book and Internet) and organisational/ 
planning practices 

• Use presentation skills through giving a class presentation 

Lesson 1  

1. Ask learners what a biography is and show an example of one. 
Ask learners to brainstorm the kind of information they would 
expect to find out about a person’s life in a biography.  

Share a favourite biography of yours and ask students to work 
in pairs to write questions about that person’s life. Learners 
then explore ways of categorising that information; such as 
childhood events, milestones, things he the person is famous 
for, etc. 

2. Have students brainstorm famous people who might have 
biographies written about them, and board responses 

3. Hand out the sample graphic organiser (below) and discuss 
how categories and subcategories can be used to summarize a 
person's life achievements. In the sample for Ali Farka Toure 
categories include "childhood," "beginning of his career”, etc. 

4. Have each student narrow the list on the board to three famous 
people they might like to study (they will narrow it down to one 
the next day, depending on availability of biographies). 

5. Pair off students to discuss the people they're interested in 
researching. Have them ask each other what they already know 
about the people. What things they don’t t know but want to find 
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out? Have students work together to help each other generate 
questions about each of the people they would like to learn 
more about. 

 
Lesson 2-5 and Homework 

1. Using the college study centre or the internet, have each 
student find a biography of a famous person. The biography 
should be about one of the three people on the student's list 
from Day 1. There are some suggested websites below. 

Biography.com
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• . Features a searchable biographical 
database of 25,000 famous names 

Biographical Dictionary• . Contains information on 19,000 
notable people from ancient times to the present day; the 
dictionary is searchable by names, keywords, and dates 

Black History Month: Biographies• . Presents the 
biographies of significant African-American individuals 

Distinguished Women of Past and Present• . Includes 
biographies of women who contributed to our culture, 
such as writers, educators, scientists, heads of state, 
politicians, civil rights crusaders, artists, entertainers, and 
others 

2. Ask students to skim (or pre-read) their biographies, focusing 
on the questions they generated during Day 1 about the 
selected person. Then have students work with their partners to 
group the information they find into appropriate categories and 
start a rough draft of their plans. 

 
 

5. For homework (and, if time, in class), have students read 
independently as they complete their plans. 

6. Have each student share his or her plan with a partner and give 
each other feedback and suggestions for improvement.  

7. Collect the students' plans; review them. 
 

 
Day 6 — After Reading 
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1. Return the plans to students, giving them time to review the 
comments from you and their partners. Allow them the 
opportunity to make revisions to their plans. 

2. Have students copy their webs neatly onto A3 paper and 
prepare for the class presentation, writing notes or key words 
and phrases on index cards to help them remember what they 
will say. 

 
Days 7–9 — Class Presentations 

1. As students give the class presentations, have other students 
use the Oral Presentation Peer Feedback Form to write their 
feedback. 

2. Collect the feedback forms, review and check them for 
inappropriate comments, and give each set to the 
corresponding presenter. 
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Childhood 

Beginning of 
his career 

Re- discovered 

Born in 1939 in Kanua, on the 
banks for the river Niger in the 
North West of Mali. 

Ali’s grandmother is a healer 
and priestess and takes him 
to spirit ceremonies. There 
he hears the djerkel, the one-
stringed guitar.  

Travels around the country as a taxi driver and river 
ambulance and learns to speak 7 different languages. On his 
travels he started to preserve Mali’s vibrant musical 
traditions.  

Buys his first guitar in Bulgaria n April 
21st 1968 during his first trip outside 
Africa, where he represents Mali at an 
international festival. 

In Europe Ali hears blues 
music by the American delta 
blues man, John Lee Hooker.  
He is stunned by the 
resemblance of this music to 
his own.

Ali is named 
after a 
‘donkey’ 
because he is 
the only 
surviving child 
out of 10 
siblings. 

Releases 10 albums including a 
collaboration with his compatriot 
and chora virtuoso Toumani 
Diabate with whom he wins 
another Grammy Award for ‘In 
The Heart Of The Moon’ in 2006. 

Signed to World 
Circuit in London   

BBC music journalist Andy 
Kershaw finds one of Ali’s 
records in a bargain bin in a 
shop in Paris. The rest is 
history…. 

Wins his first 
Grammy for the 
album ‘Talking 
Timbuktu’ with 
Ry Cooder in 
1994.

In 1994 Ali gives his first djerkel 
to Ry Cooder during a recording 
session.  

At 60 Ali becomes a farmer in Niafunke, 
and gives up touring.  

Becomes mayor of Niafunke in 1994, 
builds three schools and sets up various 
health posts.  

Retirement? 

Ali Farka Toure: 
Malian blues guitarist 

Ali is of noble descent 
and his family 
disapproves when he 
takes up music. 



 

 
Name: ___________________Date: ____/____/_____  
Name of Presenter: 
___________________________________________ 
Name of Famous person: 
___________________________________________  
 
Where the person is from and what instrument they play:  
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
__________________________________________ 
 
Three facts I learned about the person: 
 

 1. 
__________________________________________ 

 2. 
__________________________________________ 

 3. 
__________________________________________ 

  
 
Something I liked about the presentation:  
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Activity 2: Web Quest 
 
Using the BBC Radio 3 Website and ‘My Space’ page 
 
Objectives: Learners will be better able to… 
 

• Apply critical reading skills in a subject area by answering 
questions before, during, and after they read 

• Use research skills in navigating websites, scanning for 
relevant information, and recording that information in a 
graphical format 

• Access background knowledge using a pre-reading 
questionnaire and demonstrate comprehension by using the 
same questionnaire after reading 

• Work collaboratively to complete research and answer 
questions 

1. Divide the class into groups of three or four. 

3. Make copies of the Before and after Questionnaire for each 
student in the class. Make copies of the World Music Inquiry 
Chart. Make a blank copy of the Inquiry Chart on chart paper or 
a transparency. 

3. This lesson requires 40-60 minutes of internet access. You will 
need one computer for each group of learners.  

Instructions and Activities 
 
Session 1 

1. Set the purpose for reading by explaining to students that they 
will be studying World Music. Tell them they will demonstrate 
what they already know about music from other cultures and 
apply what they learn through filling out questionnaires and 
completing an information chart. 

2. Write the words World Music on the board. Ask students what 
they know or if they have completed a previous lesson what 
they remember. Record learners’ responses on the board.  
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amounts of background knowledge and that they will be 
completing a questionnaire to assess what they already know 
about World Music. They should answer every question on the 
list, even if they are unsure of the answer. 

4. Students should complete the Before column of the Before and 
After Reading Questionnaire independently. 

5. Break students into their groups to discuss the questionnaire. 
Students can compare their responses and respond to the 
following questions:  

• What evidence do you have to support your responses? 

• Based on the discussion with your peers, will you change 
any of your original responses?  

6. Instruct students to put the questionnaire in their folders; they 
will be completing it after they have finished their research. 

 

Session 2  
 
Note: If you do not have classroom computers, this session should 
take place in an ICT suite. 

1. Remind students about the background knowledge they 
accessed during Session 1. Explain that now they will be 
completing research to help them add to that knowledge. This 
research will involve visiting the BBC Radio 3 website, scanning 
it for information, and recording their information in a graphic 
organiser that will help them monitor their understanding of 
what they read and keep track of the new information they have 
found. 

2. Distribute copies of the Inquiry Chart with the categories you 
would like the groups to concentrate on. Demonstrate its use by 
completing one of the categories on an OHT. Write the source 
in the appropriate column. 

 

3 Students should spend 30 minutes working in their groups to 
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 look at the website listed and write down the information they 
find on their graphic organisers. They should have at least two 
facts for each column and should focus on finding the facts they 
think are most important.  

4. Bring the groups back together for a discussion. Using the 
blank copy of the Inquiry Chart that you have copied onto chart 
paper or a transparency, work with students to decide what 
information they have collected should be included. Questions 
for discussion include:  

• How did you decide what was essential information? 

• What similarities/differences did you see when you 
compared the websites? 

• Was there any information that conflicted? If so, what was 
the difference? How did you decide which information 
was correct? 

• Why do you think you got conflicting information on the 
same topic?  

 

Session 3 

1. Students should fill out the Post column of their Before and 
After Questionnaires independently. Individual students can 
consult their group's inquiry chart to take notes as they answer 
the questions. 

2. Have students review and discuss their answers as a whole 
class. Questions for discussion include:  

• What did they know about World Music before they 
completed their research? 

• What do they know now? 

• What piece of information about World Music surprised 
them the most? Why?  

 

PHOTOCOPIABLE 64
Copyright © BBC Radio 3 2007 
 



 

 
Name: _________________________Date:     
 
BEFORE - AND AFTER READING QUESTIONNAIRE  
 
You are about to enter a journey across the world through 
music.  
 
BEFORE READING: Before you begin your adventure. 
Complete the BEFORE READING column of this chart to 
see what you already know about world music and the 
BBC Radio3 Awards for World Music. 
  
AFTER READING: Have another look at the chart after 
you have finished your research and returned from your 
voyage. Complete the AFTER READING column, noting if 
you changed your answers based on your research.  
 
Directions: Write “Yes” in the column if you agree with 
the statement; Record “No” in the column if you disagree 
with the statement.  
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BEFORE AFTER  

  1.  The word ‘world music’ was 
invented in a pub in England. 
Notes: 
 

  2. The BBC Radio3 Awards for World 
Music give Awards to artists from 
across the world, except to those 
artists born in England. 
Notes: 
 

  3. The king of the African blues, Ali 
Farka Toure, has won an Award this 
year. 
Notes: 
          

  4. The title ‘World Music’ was invented 
30 years ago. 
Notes: 
 

  5. The winners are decided by a group
of judges. 
Notes: 
 

  6. The BBC gives an Award to an 
artist who works together with an artist 
from another culture. 
Notes: 
 

  7. The BBC Radio3 Awards for 
World Music has happened 5 times.    
Notes: 
 

  8.  You can hear the Awards concert 
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live on the Radio.     
Notes: 
 

  9. None of this years winner live in 
England. 
 Notes: 
 

  10. Some of the concerts by winners 
are free.   
Notes:  
 

  11. World music includes pop music 
from non-Western cultures. 
Notes: 
 

  12. You can listen to the concert on 
the BBC Radio 3 website. 
Notes: 
 

  13.You can watch a video of the  
Awards concert on the BBC Radio3   
web-site. 
Notes: 
 

  14.  One artist was nominated in two 
categories this year. 
Notes: 
 

  15. You can post comments on the 
web-site about each artist. 
Notes: 
 

 
 



 

INQUIRY CHART: The BBC Radio3 Awards for World Music 
 
Directions: Work in your group to complete the organiser below as you find information about various aspects of the Awards for 
World Music culture. You should list at least two facts in each column and are required to use the BBC Radio 3 Awards for World 
Music web-site: http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio3/worldmusic/a4wm2007
 

Awards for 
World Music 

2007 

Awards 
weekend 
events 

History of 
World Music Awards concert Nominees Winners 
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