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 Albeniz: Iberia (for Piano)   David Owen-Norris    
   13th October 2007 
 
 
First Choice: 
 
Rafael Orozco (piano) 
(recorded 1992; c/w Cantos de Espana)  
Naive V4663 (2CD) 
 
  
 Bach: The Art of Fugue BWV. 1080   Peter Quantrill    
   15th September 2007 
 
 
Overall choice: 
 
Phantasm 
Laurence Dreyfus & Wendy Gillespie (treble viols) 
Jonathan Manson (tenor viol), Markku Luolajan-Mikkola (bass viol) 
SIMAX PSC1135 (CD) 
 
Solo instrumental choice: 
 
Davitt Moroney (harpsichord) 
(HARMONIA MUNDI HMX2901169-70 (2-CDS) (mid price) 
 
Budget price recommendation: 
 
BACH: THE KEYBOARD ALBUM 
Charles Rosen (piano) (CD2) 
c/w  
Bach: Applicato in C BWV.994; Chorale: Joy & Peace BWV512; Musettes, Minuets and Inventions; Italian Concerto in F BWV.971 
Rosalyn Tureck (piano) 



3 

ESSENTIAL CLASSICS SB2K 63231 
(2 CDs) 
 
  
 Bach: Mass in F BWV 233   David Vickers   
   28th June 2008 
 
 
First Choice Recommendation: 
(c/w Mass in A major BWV 234, Mass in G minor BWV 235, Mass in G major BWV 236) 
Cantus Cölln, Konrad Junghänel (conductor) 
Harmonia Mundi HMC 901939.40 (2 CDs) 
 
 
 
 Bartok: Violin Concerto No. 2 Sz. 112   Piers Burton-Page 
   23rd February 2008 
 
 
 
First Choice: 
 
(c/w Concerto for Orchestra Sz116; Piano Concerto No. 2 Sz95; Piano Concerto No. 3 Sz119; Violin Concerto No. 1 Sz36; Viola Concerto Op. 
posth. Sz120; The Miraculous Mandarin - Suite Sz73; Music for Strings, Percussion and Celesta Sz106) 
Kyung-Wha Chung (violin)*, City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra*, Simon Rattle (conductor)* 
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, Rafael Kubelik (conductor), Sviatoslav Richter (piano), Orchestre de Paris, Lorin Maazel (conductor), Martha 
Argerich (piano), Orchestre Philharmonique de Montreal, Charles Dutoit (conductor), Dmitry Sitkovetsky (violin), Philharmonia Orchestra, Libor 
Pesek (conductor), Tabea Zimmermann (viola), Symphonieorchester des Bayerischen Rundfunks, David Shallon (conductor), Philadelphia 
Orchestra, Eugene Ormandy (conductor) 
EMI 509407 2 (3 CDs, Budget) 
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 Beethoven: Symphony No. 5   Stephen Johnson 
   6th October 2007 
 
 
First Choice: 
 
Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra 
Carlos Kleiber (conductor) 
(recorded 1974; c/w Symphony No. 7) 
DG 447 400 2 (CD, Mid price) 
 
Historic Choice: 
 
Philharmonia Orchestra 
Otto Klemperer (conductor) 
(recorded 1955; c/w Symphony No. 7) 
EMI 5678512 (CD, mid-price) 
 
 Biber: ‘Rosary’ or ‘Mystery’ Sonatas   Francis Knights 
   15th March 2008 
 
 
First Choice:  
John Holloway (violin), Tragicomedia: Davitt Moroney (harpsichord/organ), Stephen Stubbs (lute/chitarrone), Andrew Lawrence-King 
(harp/regal), Erin Headley (gamba/lirone) 
Virgin Veritas 0724356206229 (2CDs, Budget) 
 
Other Recommendations: 
 
Andrew Manze (violin), Richard Egarr (harpsichord/organ), Alison McGillivray (cello [Sonata XII]) 
Harmonia Mundi HMU 907321.22 (2CDs, Mid Price) 
 
Maya Homburger (violin), Camerata Kilkenny: Malcolm Proud (harpsichord/organ), Brian Feehan (theorbo), Siobhan Armstrong (harp), Sarah 
Cunningham (gamba), Barry Guy (double bass) 
Maya Recordings MCD0603 (2CDs) 
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 Borodin: Symphony No. 2   Jonathan Swain 
   21st June 2008 
 
 
Studio Recommendation: 
(c/w In The Steppes of Central Asia; Symphony No. 1) 
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, Vladimir Ashkenazy (conductor) 
Decca 436 6512 (CD) 
 
Live Recommendation: 
(c/w RIMSKY-KORSAKOV: Scheherazade Op. 35) 
Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra*, Herman Krebbers (violin), Kyril Kondrashin (conductor)* 
Philips 475 7570 (CD, Medium Price) 
 
Budget Recommendations: 
(c/w Symphonies 1 and 3) 
National Philharmonic Orchestra, Loris Tjeknavorian (conductor) 
RCA 82876623212 (CD, Budget) 
 
(c/w Symphony No. 1) 
USSR Symphony Orchestra, Evgeni Svetlanov (conductor) 
Melodiya MELCD1000154 (2 CDs, Budget) 
 
 
 Chopin: Piano Sonata No. 2   Harriet Smith 
   17th May 2008  
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First Choice:  
(c/w Etudes Op. 10; Barcarolle Op. 60) 
Nelson Freire (piano) 
Decca 475 6617 (Hybrid SACD) 
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 Debussy: Piano Preludes (Book II)   Stephen Plaistow 
   8th March 2008  
 
 
First Choice:  
(c/w Preludes Book 1, 'Les soirs illumines par l'ardeur du charbon') from disc Debussy Complete Works for Solo Piano, Volume 1 
Jean-Efflam Bavouzet (piano) 
Chandos CHAN10421 (CD) 
 
Historic Choice:  
(c/w 10 Preludes from Book 1; L'isle joyeuse; Cloches a travers les feuilles; La Serenade interrompue; CHOPIN: Ballade No. 3 in A flat major 
Op. 47; Scherzo No. 4 in E major, Op. 54; 4 Mazurkas Op. 24; Barcarolle in F sharp major Op. 60; excerpts from Etudes Op. 10; PROKOFIEV: 
Dance, Op. 32 No. 1) 
Sviatoslav Richter (piano) 
BBC Legends BBCL 4021-2 (2 CDs, Mid Price) 
 
Budget Choice: 
(c/w Preludes Book 1) 
Martino Tirimo (piano) 
Regis RRC1111 (CD, Budget) 
 
 
  
 Gluck: Iphigenie en Tauride   Simon Heighes    
   20th October 2007 
 
 
First Choice: 
(recorded 1999)  
Mireille Delunsch, Simon Keenlyside, Yann Beuron, Laurent Naouri, Alexia Cousin, Les Musiciens du Louvre, Marc Minkowski (conductor) 
Archiv 4711332 (2 CDs) 
 
 
 
 



8 

  
    Haydn: The Seasons   Simon Heighes  
   29th March 2008 
 
 
First Choice:  
Marlis Petersen (soprano), Werner Gura (tenor), Dietrich Henschel (baritone), RIAS-Kammerchor,  
Freiburger Barockorchester, Rene Jacobs (conductor) 
Harmonia Mundi HMC901829-30 (2 CDs) or HMC801829-30 (2 Hybrid SACDs) 
 
 
 Haydn: Theresienmesse   Richard Wigmore  
   1st December 2007 
 
 
First choice: 
(c/w Kleine Orgelmesse Hob XXII:7) 
Janice Watson (soprano), Pamela Helen Stephen (mezzo-soprano), Mark Padmore (tenor), Stephen Varcoe (baritone), Collegium Musicum 90 
Choir, Collegium Musicum 90, Richard Hickox (conductor) 
CHAN 0592 (CD) 
 
 
 JOSQUIN: Missa Pange Lingua   Tess Knighton 
   26th April 2008  
 
 
First Choice:  
Ensemble Clement Janequin, Ensemble Organum, Marcel Peres (director) 
Harmonia Mundi - available for download from Tuesday 29th April 2008  
This will be re-issued on HMGold as HMG501239 (CD) in mid-September 2008  
 
  
 Mahler: Symphony No.3   Edward Seckerson    
   17th November 2007 
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First choice: 
(c/w Suites from works by Bach) 
Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra, Petra Lang, Prague Philharmonic Choir, Netherlands Children's Choir, Riccardo Chailly (conductor) 
Decca 4706522 (2 Hybrid SACDs) 
 
Budget choice: 
(c/w Kindertotenlieder, Ruckert-Lieder, Lieder aus 'Des Knaben Wunderhorn') 
New York Philharmonic Orchestra, Martha Lipton, New York Church of the Transfiguration Boys' Choir, New York Schola Cantorum, Jennie 
Tourel (in the disk couplings), Leonard Bernstein (conductor) 
Sony SM2K61831 (2CDs) 
 
  
 Messiaen: La Nativité du Seigneur   Jeremy Thurlow    
   31st May 2008 
 
 
First Choice:  
(c/w Apparition de L'Eglise Eternelle; Le Banquet Celeste) 
Dame Gillian Weir (organ of Arhus Cathedral, Denmark) 
Priory PRCD921 (CD, Mid Price) 
 
Historic Choice: 
(c/w Le banquet celeste; Diptyque - Essai sur la vie terrestre et l'eternite religieuse; Apparition de l'Eglise eternelle; L'Ascension - 4 
Meditations; Les Corps glorieux - 7 Visions de la vie des ressuscites; Messe de la Pentecote; Livre d'orgue - 7 Pieces) 
Olivier Messiaen (organ of La Sainte-Trinite, Paris) 
EMI 7674002 (4 CDs, Budget) 
 
Also Recommended: 
(Complete organ works) 
Olivier Latry (organ of Notre Dame de Paris) 
Deutsche Grammophon 471 480-2 (6 CDs, Mid Price) 
 
  
 Monteverdi: L’Orfeo   Tess Knighton    
   10th November 2007 
 
 
First choice: 
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L'Ensemble La Venexiana, Emanuela Galli, Mirko Guadagnini, Marina De Liso, Cristina Calzolari, Matteo Bellotto, Jose Lo Monaco, Salvo Vitale, 
Vincenzo Di Donato, Francesca Cassinari, Giovanni Caccamo, Makoto Sakurada, Tony Carradini, Claudio Cavina (conductor) 
Glossa GES920913E (2CDs) 
 
 
 Mozart: Sinfonia Concertante K. 364   Chris de Souza 
   22nd September 2007 
 
 
First choice: 
 
Augustin Dumay (violin) 
Gerard Causse (viola) 
Sinfonia Varsovia 
Emmanuel Krivine (conductor) 
EMI 0724357236829 (3 CD) 
 
 
 Mozart: String Quartet No. 19 in C K465, “Dissonance”   Misha Donat 
   7th June 2008 
 
 
First Choice:  
(c/w String Quartet No. 15 K. 421; String Quartet No. 17 K. 458, "The Hunt") 
Emerson String Quartet 
Deutsche Grammophon 477 5751 (CD, Mid Price) 
 
 
 Mozart: String Quartet No. 23 in F K590   Peter Quantrill 
   9th February 2008 
 
 
Overall choice: 
Quatuor Mosaiques 
Naive E8888 (CD) 
 
Traditional Instrument Choice: 
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Tokyo Quartet 
Buddulph BID80215 
 
  
 Poulenc: Gloria   Jeremy Summerly 
   1st March 2008  
 
 
First Choice:  
(c/w HONEGGER: Symphonie Liturgique) 
Luba Orgonasova (soprano), Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra, Mariss Jansons (conductor) 
RCO Live RCO06003 (SACD) 
 
Budget Choice:  
(c/w VERDI: Messa Da Requiem; PUCCINI: Messa di Gloria) 
Reinaldo Macias (tenor), Marcos Fink (bass), Brigitte Fournier (soprano), Chorus and Orchestra of the Gulbenkian Foundation (Lisbon), 
Michael Corboz (conductor) 
Virgin Classics 5 62322 2 (CD, Budget) 
 
  
 Puccini: La Bohème   Alexandra Wilson 
   14th June 2008 
 
 
First Choice:  
Victoria de los Angeles, Jussi Bjorling, Robert Merrill, John Reardon, Giorgio Tozzi, Fernando Corena, Lucie Amara, RCA Victor Chorus & 
Orchestra, Columbus Boychoir, Sir Thomas Beecham (conductor) 
EMI 5677502 (2 CDs, Mid Price - Mono Recording) 
 
DVD/Modern Recommendation: 
Inva Mula, Laura Giordano, Aquiles Machado, Fabio Maria Capitanucci, David Menendez, Felipe Bou, Gonzalo Fernandez de Teran, Juan 
Tomas Martinez, Alfredo Mariotti, Chorus and Orchestra of the Teatro Real, Jesus Lopez Cobos (conductor) 
Opus Arte OA0961D (2 DVDs)
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 Ravel: Sheherazade   Hilary Finch 
   29th September 2007 
 
 
First Choice:  
(c/w Berlioz: Les Nuits d'ete; Debussy: Trois Chansons de Bilitis; Poulenc: Chansons) 
Regine Crespin (soprano) 
Orchestre de la Suisse Romande 
Ernest Ansermet (conductor) 
DECCA 4609732 (Mid price) 
 
 
   Ravel: Le Tombeau de Couperin (piano version)   Dermot Clinch 
   3rd May 2008 
 
 
First Choice:  
(c/w Pavane pour une infante defunte; Serenade grotesque ; Jeux d'eau ; Valses nobles et sentimentales; La Valse; Gaspard de la nuit ; 
Menuet antique;Menuet sur le mon d'Haydn; A la maniere de . Bordine; A la maniere de . Chabrier;  
Prelude; Miroirs; Sonatine) 
Louis Lortie (piano) 
Chandos CHAN10142(2) X (2 CDs, Mid Price) 
 
 
 Respighi: Pines of Rome   David Huckvale 
   24th November 2007 
 
First choice: 
(c/w Roman Festivals, Fountains of Rome) 
Boston Symphony Orchestra 
Seiji Ozawa (conductor) 
Deutsche Grammophon 4158462 (CD, Mid Price)
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 Saint-Saens: Symphony No. 3 in C minor Op. 78, “Organ”   Chris de Souza 
   29th December 2007 
 
First choice: 
 
(c/w BARBER: Toccata Festiva, Op. 36; POULENC: Concerto for Organ, Strings and Timpani) 
The Philadelphia Orchestra, Christoph Eschenbach (conductor), Olivier Latry (organ) 
Ondine ODE 1094-5 (Hybrid SACD) 
 
  
 Schubert: String Quintet D956   Anthony Burton 
   27th October 2007 
 
 
First choice: 
(c/w BEETHOVEN: Grosse Fuge in B flat Op. 133) 
Hagen Quartet, Heinrich Schiff 
DG 439 774 2 (special import only) 
 
 
Budget price: 
(c/w String Trio in B flat major D. 581) 
Ensemble Villa Musica 
Naxos 8.550388 
 
Special mention 
(c/w BRAHMS String Quartet No. 3 Op. 67) 
Smetana Quartet, Milos Sadlo 
Testament SBT 1120 (CD, mid price) 
 
Historic choice 
(c/w Schoenberg Verklarte Nacht Op. 4) 
Hollywood Quartet, Kurt Reher 
Testament SBT 1031 (CD, mid price) 
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 Schumann: Piano Quintet in E flat Op. 44   David Fanning 
   12th April 2008  
 
 
First Choice:  
(c/w BRAHMS: Piano Quintet in F minor Op. 34) 
Leif Ove Andsnes (piano), Artemis Quartet 
Virgin Classics 3951432 (CD) 
 
Budget Price Version: 
(c/w BRAHMS: Piano Quartet No. 2 in A major, Op. 26) 
Clifford Curzon (piano), Budapest String Quartet 
Naxos Historical 8.110306 (CD, Budget) 
 
Historic Choice:  
(c/w MOZART: String Quartet No. 16 in E flat; DVORAK: String Quartet No. 10 in E flat) 
Rudolf Serkin (piano), Busch Quartet 
Biddulph LAB103 (CD, Mid Price) 
 
Period Instrument Choice: 
(c/w Fur meine Clara; Pieces in Canonic Form Op. 56) 
La Gaia Scienza 
Winter & Winter 9101132 (CD) 
 
 
 Scriabin: Le Poème de l’extase   William Mival 
   5th April 2008  
 
 
First Choice:  
 
The Philadelphia Orchestra 
Conducted by Riccardo Muti  
(c/w SCRIABIN: Symphonies 1 - 3; Promethee, le poeme du feu, Op.60) 
EMI Classics 7243 567720 2 (3 CDs)  
(Budget Price) 
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Also highly recommended: 
 
USSR State Symphony Orchestra 
Evgeny Svetlanov (conductor) 
(c/w RIMSKY-KORSAKOV: Mlada: Procession of the Nobles; Scheherezade, Symphonic Suite after "1001 Nights" Op.35) 
London Symphony Orchestra 
Evgeny Svetlanov (conductor) 
BBC BBCL 4121-2 (CD) (Mid Price) 
 
 
 
 Shostakovich: Symphony No. 13, “Babi Yar”   Edward Seckerson 
   24th May 2008  
 
 
First Choice:  
(c/w Symphonies 1-12; Symphonies 14-15; October Op. 131; The Sun Shines on Our Motherland Op. 90; The Execution of Stepan Razin Op. 
119; Violin Concerto No. 2) 
Artur Eizen (bass), Moscow Philharmonic Orchestra, Kirill Kondrashin (conductor) 
Melodiya MELCD1001065 (11 CDs, Budget) 
 
Budget Choice: 
Sergei Aleksashkin (bass), West German Radio (WDR) Symphony Orchestra, Rudolf Barshai (conductor) 
Regis RRC 1102 (CD, Budget) 
Also available on Brilliant Classics 6324 (11 CDs, Budget - The Complete Symphonies) 
 
  
 Richard Strauss: Metamorphosen    William Mival 
   8th December 2007 
 
 
First Choice 
 
(c/w CD 5 - BRAHMS: Symphony No. 1;  
CD 1 - BACH: Suite No.3; GLUCK: Alceste Overture; SCHUBERT: Rosamunde Overture; MOZART: Symphony No.39  
CD 2 - BEETHOVEN: Egmont Overture; Leonore II Overture; Symphony No.8; Great Fugue; WEBER: Euryanthe Overture  
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CD 3 - SCHUMANN Symphony No.1; BRAHMS Symphony No.3 
CD 4 - BRUCKNER: Symphony No.9) 
Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra, Wilhelm Furtwangler (conductor) 
DG 477 0062 (6 CD Box Set - CD 6 interviews with Furtwangler. Mid Price) 
 
Also available on Archipel ARPCD 0176 1 
(c/w 4 Orchesterlieder, Don Juan, Sinfonia Domestica, Till Eulenspiegel and Tod und Verklarung) 
Berlin Philarmonic (except Tod und Verklarung, which is played by the Hamburg Philharmonic), Wilhelm Furtwangler 
 
Modern Recording 
 
(c/w MAHLER: Symphony No. 9) 
Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra, Sir Simon Rattle (conductor) 
EMI 556580-2 (Mid Price) 
 
  
 Stravinsky: The Rite of Spring    Rob Cowan 
   22nd March 2008 
 
 
First Choice: 
 
Junge Deutsche Philharmonie, Peter Eotvos (conductor)  
(c/w Mavra, with the Goteborgs Symfoniker) 
BMC (Budapest Music Centre) BMC CD 118 (CD) 
 
  
 Tchaikovsky: Nutcracker (complete ballet)   David Nice    
   22nd December 2007 
 
 
First choice: 
Kirov Orchestra, Valery Gergiev (conductor) 
Philips 462 114-2 (CD, Mid Price) 
 
  
 Tippett: Concerto for Double String Orchestra   Martin Cotton 
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   10th May 2008 
 
 
First Choice:  
(c/w Fanfare for Brass; Suite in D - a birthday suite for Prince Charles; Fantasia concertante on a theme of Corelli; Little Music for Strings)  
London Symphony Orchestra, Academy of St Martin in the Fields*, Colin Davis (conductor), Neville Marriner (conductor)*, Philip Jones Brass 
Ensemble 
Australian Decca Eloquence 476 7960 (CD, Budget) 
Also available on Decca 4756750 (6CDs, Budget) 
 
 
 
 
  
 Vaughan Williams: Symphony No. 6   Stephen Johnson    
   19th April 2008 
 
 
First Choice:  
(c/w Nocturne*; Symphony No. 8) 
London Symphony Orchestra, Richard Hickox (conductor), Roderick Williams (baritone)* 
Chandos CHAN10103 (Hybrid SACD, CD and digital download) 
 
 
 Vivaldi: Stabat Mater RV 621   David Vickers  
   16th February 2008 
 
 
First Choice: 
 
(c/w Nisi Dominus RV 608, Salve Regina RV 616, Concerto for viola d'amore FII No. 2) 
Carlos Mena (counter tenor), Ricercar Consort, Philippe Pierlot (director) 
Mirare MIR 9968 
 
 
 Wagner: Das Rheingold   Hilary Finch 
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   5th January 2008 
 
 
First choice: 
 
Wotan - Hans Hotter; Fricka - Georgine von Milinkovic; Loge - Rudolf Lustig; Alberich - Gustav Neidlinger; Mime - Paul Kuen; Donner - Toni 
Blankenheim; Froh - Josef Traxel; Freia - Hertha Wilfert; Erda - Maria von Ilosvay; Fasolt - Ludwig Weber; Fafner - Josef Greindl; Woglinde - 
Jutta Vulpius; Wellgunde - Elisabeth Schartel; Flo?hilde - Maria Graf  
Orchester der Bayreuther Festspiele, Joseph Keilberth (conductor) 
Testament SBT21390 (2 CDs) 
 
 
 
 
 Wagner: Die Walküre   Martin Handley 
   12th January 2008 
 
 
First choice:  
 
Siegmund - Jon Vickers; Hunding - Martti Talvela; Wotan - Thomas Stewart; Sieglinde - Gundula Janowitz; Brunnhilde - Regine Crespin; Fricka - 
Josephine Veasey; Gerhilde - Liselotte Rebmann; Ortlinde - Carlotta Ordassy; Waltraute - Ingrid Steger; Schwertleite - Lilo Brockhaus; Helmwige 
- Daniza Mastilovic; Siegrune - Barbro Ericson; Grimgerde - Cvetka Ahlin; Rossweisse - Helga Jenckel Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra, Herbert 
von Karajan (conductor)  
DG 457 785-2 (4 CDs - also in 14 CD Box Set on DG 457 780-2, both Mid Price) 
 
 
 
 Wagner: Siegfried   Roderick Swanston 
   19th January 2008 
 
 
First choice: 
 
Siegfried - Wolfgang Windgassen; Brunnhilde - Astrid Varnay; Wanderer - Hans Hotter; Alberich - Gustav Neidlinger; Mime - Paul Kuen; Erda - 
Maria von Ilosvay; Fafner - Josef Greindl; Waldvogel - Ilse Hollweg; Orchester der Bayreuther Festspiele 
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Joseph Keilberth (conductor) 
Testament SBT4 1392 (4 CDs) 
 
 
 Wagner: Götterdammerung   John Deathridge 
   26th January 2008 
 
 
First choice: 
 
Siegfried - Wolfgang Windgassen; Brunnhilde - Birgit Nilsson; Alberich - Gustav Neidlinger; Hagen - Gottlob Frick; Gutrune - Claire Watson; 
Gunther - Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau; Waltraute - Christa Ludwig; Woglinde - Luicia Popp; Wellgunde - Gwyneth Jones; Flosshilde - Maureen Guy; 
1 Norn - Helen Watts; 2 Norn - Grace Hoffman; 3 Norn - Anita Valkki 
Vienna Philharmonic, Sir Georg Solti (conductor) 
Decca 455 5692 (4 CDs, Mid Price) 
 
 
 Wagner: Der Ring des Nibelungen (on DVD)   Patrick Carnegy 
   2nd February 2008 
 
 
First choice: 
 
Donald McIntyre, Heinz Zednik, Hermann Becht, Hanna Schwarz, Siegfried Jerusalem, Matti Salminen, Gwyneth Jones, Jeannine Altmeyer, 
Peter Hofmann, Gabriele Schnaut, Manfred Jung, Fritz Hubner, Franz Mazura, Gwendolyn Killebrew, Choir and Orchestra of the Bayreuther 
Festspiele, Pierre Boulez (conductor) 
Deutsche Grammophon 00440 073 4057 (8 DVDs, including Bonus DVD on the making of this production. Each opera also available separately) 
 
 
 Walton: Viola Concerto   Bruce Wood 
   3rd November 2007 
 
 
First choice: 
(c/w RUBBRA: Viola Concerto in A major Op. 75; Meditations on a Byzantine Hymn for solo viola Op. 117) 
Lawrence Power, BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra, Ivan Volkov (conductor) 
Hyperion CDA67587 (CD) 
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Midprice choice: 
(c/w Violin Concerto; VAUGHAN WILLIAMS: The Lark Ascending) 
Nigel Kennedy*, Royal Philharmonic Orchestra*, City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra, Andre Previn (conductor)*, Simon Rattle 
(conductor) 
EMI 5628132 (CD) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 CRITICS’ CHOICE 2007 – recommended discs    chaired by Andrew McGregor 
   15th December 2007 
 
 
Critics: Simon Heighes, Stephen Johnson, Harriet Smith 
 
CRITICS’ DISCS OF THE YEAR 2007: 
 
BACH: The Cello Suites  
(Cello Suites No. 1-6 BWV 1007-1012; Prelude from Cello Suite No. 1, in versions from different manuscripts; FOLKSONG (arr. Sally Beamish) - 
The Song of the Birds) 
Steven Isserlis (cello) 
Hyperion CDA67541 (2CDs) 
 
BACH: Christmas Oratorio BWV 248 
Combattimento Consort Amsterdam, Cappella Amsterdam, Malin Hartelius (soprano), Kristina Hammarström (alto), Jörg Dürmüller (tenor), 
Detlef Roth (bass), Jan Willem de Vriend (conductor) 
Challenge Classics CC76607 (Hybrid SACD) 
 
BRAHMS: Klavierstücke Op 116-119 
(Fantasien Op. 116; Intermezzi Op. 117; Klavierstücke Op. 118, Klavierstücke Op. 119) 
Nicholas Angelich (piano) 
Virgin 00946 379302 (CD) 
 
 



21 

 
BRUCKNER: Sinfonie Nr. 7 E-Dur 
(Symphony No. 7 in E major) 
Leipzig Gewandhaus, Herbert Blomstedt (conductor) 
Querstand VKJK 0708 (Hybrid SACD) 
 
BUXTEHUDE: Dein edles herz 
(Nun danket alle Gott BuxWV 79; Wo soll ich fliehen hin BuxWV 112; Befiehl dem Engel, dass er komm BuxWV 10; Dein edles herz BuxWV 14; 
Jesu, meine Freude BuxWV 60; Erhalt uns, Herr, bei deinem Wort BuxWV 27; Eins bitte ich vom Hern BuxWV 24) 
Capella Angelica, Lautten Compagney, Wolfgang Katschner (conductor) Carus 83.193 (CD) 
 
HANDEL: Arias Ah! mio cor. 
(Arias from Handel’s operas Alinca, Hercules, Agrippina, Giulio Cesare in Egitto, Joshua, Ariodante, Theodora, Amadigi di Gaula, Orlando, 
Ariodante and Rinaldo) 
Magdalena Kozena (soprano), Venice Baroque Orchestra, Andrea Marcon (conductor)  
DG 4776547 (CD) 
 
WILLIAM HAYES: Concerti Grossi 
(Sinfonia in D minor, Concerto in D  Major, Overture on the Ode ‘The Passions’, Organ Concerto in C Major, Concerto in D minor) 
Capriccio Basel 
Capriccio 71135 (Hybrid SACD) 
 
MENDELSSOHN: Piano Trios No 1&2 
(Piano Trio No. 1 in D minor, Op. 49; Piano Trio No. 2 in C minor Op. 66) 
Julia Fischer (violin), Daniel Müller-Schott (cello), Jonathan Gilad (piano) Pentatone PTC 5186 085 (Hybrid SACD) 
 
NIELSEN: Orchestral Music 
(Maskarade; Hr. Oluf Han Rider; Snefrid. Suite for Orkester; Saul og David; Rhapsodik Ouverture: En Fantasirejse Til Faerøerne; Willemoes; 
Pan og Syrinx. Naturscene for Orkester Op. 49; Amor og Digteren, Op. 54; Ouverture Helios Op. 17) 
Danish National Symphony Orchestra, Thomas Dausgaard (conductor) Dacapo 6.220518 (Hybrid SACD) 
 
 
SCHUMANN: Fantasie, Kreisleriana, Arabeske 
(Fantasie in C Op. 17; Kreisleriana Op. 16; Arabeske in C Op. 18) 
Jonathan Biss (piano) 
EMI 3 65391 2 (CD) 
 
SHOSTAKOVICH: Piano Concerto No. 1, Piano Quin tet, Concertino for Two Pianos 
Martha Argerich (piano), Renaud Capuçon (violin), Lida Chen (viola), Mischa Maisky (cello), Alissa Margulis (violin), Sergei Nakariakov 
(trumpet), Lilya Zilberstein (piano), Orchestra della Svizzera Italiana, Alexander Vedernikov (piano) 
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EMI 5 04504 2 (CD) 
 
TIPPET: Piano Concerto, Fantasia on a theme of Handel, Piano Sonatas 
(Piano Concerto, Fantasia on a theme of Handel, Piano Sonata Nos. 1-4) 
Steven Osborne (piano), BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra, Martyn Brabbins (conductor) 
Hyperion CDA67461/1 (2CDs) 
 
VAUGHAN WILLIAMS: Symphony No 5, Dona Nobis Pacem 
London Philharmonic Orchestra (Symphony No. 5). Renee Flynn (soprano), Roy Henderson (baritone), BBC Symphony Orchestra and Chorus 
(Dona Nobis Pacem). R. Vaughan Williams (conductor) 
Somm SOMMCD 071 (CD)  
 
Bolivian Baroque (Vol.2) 
(Missa Encarnación plus other Bolivian works) 
Florilegium, Arakaendar Bolivia Choir 
Channel Classics CCS SA24806 (Hybrid SACD) 
 
Terezin 
(Works by Hass, Schulhoff, Ullmann, Weber, Strauss, Svenk, Kálmán, Roman, Krása and Taube) 
Anne Sofie Von Otter (soprano), Christian Gerhaher (baritone), Daniel Hope (violin), Bengt Forsberg (piano), Gerold Huber (piano), Bebe 
Risenfors (accordion, double bass and guitar), IB Hausmann (clarinet), Philip Dukes (viola), Josephine Knight (cello) 
 DG 4776546 (CD) 
 
 
LISTENERS' DISCS OF THE YEAR 2007: 
 
 
BACH: The Cello Suites  
(Cello Suites No. 1-6 BWV 1007-1012; Prelude from Cello Suite No. 1, in versions from different manuscripts; FOLKSONG (arr. Sally Beamish) - 
The Song of the Birds) 
Steven Isserlis (cello) 
Hyperion CDA67541 (2CDs) 
 


