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From Our Ireland 
Correspondent 

Denis Murray was the BBC’s  

Ireland Correspondent for 20 

years. During that time his job 

was to translate the violent,  

complicated and sometimes  

harrowing events that were  

From Our Ireland Correspondent, beginning on BBC One Northern Ireland, Monday, October 3, 10.35pm 

Denis Murray presents a three-part archive series for BBC Northern Ireland  

happening in Northern Ireland 

to an audience throughout the  

United Kingdom and the wider 

world.

From Our Ireland Correspondent is a 

three-part archive series presented by 

Denis Murray, beginning on BBC One 

Northern Ireland, Monday, October 3 at 

10.35pm.

Produced by Imagine Media for BBC 

Northern Ireland, during the course of 

the programmes, Denis looks back on his 

own journalism and details the delicate and  

Denis Murray presents From Our Ireland Correspondent, beginning on BBC One Northern Ireland, Monday. October 3, 10.35pm 



difficult transition from conflict to peace in 

Northern Ireland. 

The Ireland story was so relentless that 

Denis appeared on our TV screens night 

after night. His face became synonymous 

with events in Northern Ireland and he 

was relied upon not just as a source of  

information but also knowledge. 

Denis said: “These programmes are in 

no sense intended to be any kind of  

formal history of the Troubles and the peace  

process. What I’m trying to do is show 

viewers what it was like to have been an 

eye witness - close up - to those historic 

events.”

From Our Ireland Correspondent follows 

a timeline from his appointment in 1988 

through to his retirement at the end of 

2007. 

Programme Synopses

Programme One

In programme one, Denis suggests: “The 

reporting of the Troubles had become  

almost formulaic. Another shooting,  

another bombing, it would have been easy 

to fill in the location, the time and whether 

there were any dead. In fact there were 

so many attacks, it’s hardly surprising a lot 

of the reports looked and sounded the 

same.”

From the very first day in the job, Denis 

found himself with a relentless stream of 
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stories to tell day after day after day. And he 

was reporting these stories to an audience 

for whom the Troubles had already become 

a background noise.

Denis was the first native Ireland  

Correspondent and as he says himself: “It 

was an odd situation in a way…as Ireland  

Correspondent for the BBC I was  

reporting Northern Ireland and  

Ireland as a whole to an audience that was  

outside of Ireland, but most of the journal-

ists in Northern Ireland were reporting  

Northern Ireland to itself.”

Programme 2

In programme two, Denis recalls: “One of 

the things that’s really struck me is how 

many people want to come and tell you 

their story about who they knew, who was 

killed … about how they might have been 

there themselves but for happenstance they 

were somewhere else. If there’s one thing 

the media did in all those years and still can 

do is just let people tell their stories – have 

their say.”

The stories of murder and violence  

continued - not least with Drumcree - but 

alongside them the media had a different 

story to report - that of the fledgling peace 

process. In this programme Denis details 

how Northern Ireland’s politicians began 

to talk to each other.

Denis suggests: “The Good Friday  

Agreement, whatever its flaws, remained 

the template for everything that followed. 

But as Senator George Mitchell predicted, 

on the day, implementing it would prove at 

least as difficult as agreeing it.”

Programme 3

In the final programme in the series, 

Denis reflects: “Just after the Good Friday  

Agreement I was asked what I had learned 

from it all...what I said was that people can 

change when they have to. Time and time 

again across twenty years I reported on 

the unthinkable becoming the possible and 

then the probable and finally actual. When 

I became Ireland Correspondent in 1988 

everything I reported on was extraordi-

nary but it dawned on me that what most 

people wanted was quite simple - the right 

to be ordinary.”

In programme three Denis details the  

difficulties of making an ordinary society 

in Northern Ireland. Outside of Northern 

Ireland there was a general assumption 

this would happen very quickly and that 

the Good Friday Agreement was the happy 

ending everyone wanted. 

He concludes: “Even now everyone in  

Ireland is in some way a prisoner of history, 

but the greatest achievement of the last 20 

years has been that those bonds have been 

broken. If you look at Northern Ireland’s 

political history up to about 1988 and if 

you look at it now, it’s utterly transformed. 

Set that against the previous 700 years of 

conflict and I think that’s just truly remark-

able.”
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Sketchy is back 

SKETCHY with Diarmuid Corr, 

the stand-up and comedy sketch 

show created and filmed in 

Northern Ireland, returns for a  

second series on BBC One  

Northern Ireland on Wednesday, 

October 5 at 10.35pm.

The six-part series, a Green Inc Film & 

Television Production for BBC Northern 

SKETCHY with Diarmuid Corr, begins on BBC One Northern Ireland, Wednesday, October 5, 10.35pm

Diarmuid Corr returns with a colourful cast for second series

recognise, with a modern, mischievous and 

outward-looking point of view. 

Diarmuid’s stand-up routines tackle a 

wide range of themes from Northern  

Ireland’s new status as a “Golf Super  

Power” to his recent wedding in Sweden and  

his father’s resistance to get a hearing aid. 

The material is all close to his heart, a mix of  

observation and the kind of weird and 

wonderful life occurrences which seem to 

follow him around.

Comedian Diarmuid Corr on the SKETCHY stage in the BBC’s Blackstaff studios during recording for his new series

Ireland, features a stand-up element with 

popular and talented young comedian  

Diarmuid Corr recorded in front of an  

audience in the BBC’s Blackstaff studios 

in Belfast, alongside comedy character  

sketches. 

The comedian and actor from  

County Tyrone shares more of his unique  

observations of modern local life in brand 

new stand-up material. The series is full 

of funny everyday situations viewers will  
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SKETCHY with Diarmuid Corr character Maurice McDaid, the no-nonsense Tyrone food critic, played by Diarmuid Corr and his wife ‘Thon’ played by Julie  
Maxwell

In between the stand-up across the six 

new episodes, viewers can look forward to 

plenty of sketches and become reacquaint-

ed with favourite characters from the first 

series. There’s the return of “A Wander 

Wi’ Willie”, the loveable wandering folk  

musician with his own local TV show,  

“Prentice Spencer”, the namedropping 

property expert whose knowledge of the 

property game is almost as complex as his 

private life, “The Balls Fairy”, the super-hero 

gets his own soap opera and “David Claim”, 

the man who would do almost anything 

for a personal injury claim. Plus “Mozzie”,  

Belfast’s only paparazzi, continues his quest 

for snaps of Northern Ireland’s A-list  

celebrities, this time with a little insider 

help from his showbiz mole, Gerry Kelly! 

And the new series also has a range of new 

character creations, all played by Diarmuid, 

including; “Maurice McDaid”, the no-

nonsense, Tyrone restaurant critic who is  

baffled and appalled by fancy, modern  

dining and “The George Best Mysteries”, a 

spoof 1970’s TV detective show from the 

archives starring one of our most famous 

exports alongside his trusty sidekick Big Pat  

Jennings, played by Kevin O’Neill. 

“We have a big cast this year on Sketchy,” 

said Diarmuid. “It’s a fascinating mix of  

acting and comic talent from Northern 

Ireland and beyond. It’s always fun making 

a comedy sketch show, but I got to work 

with some seriously talented people like 

Julie Maxwell, Patch Connolly, Richard  

Clements, Sarah Lyle and Karen Hassan 

from Hollyoaks. 

“There are also a few fun cameos too so 

I’m sure local audiences will really warm 

to the actors and their characters as 

much as I had fun meeting and working 

with them. Some of the characters are so  

surreal, I found myself having the most  

bizarre conversations with the Director, 

while dressed in a pink tutu with a massive 

pair of fairy wings thinking to myself, I used 

to be a welder!”

Diarmuid added: “I’m really grateful that the 

BBC has given us a second series. There are 

a lot of really talented people involved in 

the making of Sketchy, not just in front of 

the camera but behind it as well. I had a  

fantastic time working with such a great 

cast and crew, and I hope people laugh as 

much watching it as I did making it!” 

The SKETCHY series producer and  

co-writer, Keith Martin from Green 

Inc said: “We have an exciting new  

comedy scene here, and we hope that all the 

love, care, blood and sweat that went into  

making SKETCHY helps put Northern  

Ireland and brilliant talent like Diarmuid on 

the new comedy map.”
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Nominate a BBC Sports Unsung 
Hero for Northern Ireland 

The BBC is once again set to  

honour individuals from the world 

of grassroots sport with the 

BBC Sports Unsung Hero Award 

2011, launched on Monday (19  

September) in Northern Ireland. 

Across the UK people are invited to  

nominate someone who has made a differ-

ence to their community through sport.

BBC Sports Unsung Hero is one of the 

categories at the BBC Sports Personality 

of the Year Awards, which will be held at 

MediaCityUK in Salford on 22 December. 

The Unsung Hero Award recognises and 

rewards outstanding contribution by indi-

viduals at the grassroots level of local sport 

and is now in its ninth year.

Once the nomination process has been 

completed, a shortlist of nominees in 

each area is chosen by a panel made up 

of BBC regional and nations’ sports staff, 

local sporting figures and other independ-

ent community figures, with a winner being 

picked by that judging panel.

Last year Carmel Gorman and  

Seamus McAnee were named as Northern  

Ireland’s Sport Unsung Heroes. It was the first 

time two people had been selected for this  

coveted title. 

Carmel and Seamus of the City of Derry 

Swimming Club had been coaching young 

people of all backgrounds and ability to 

swim for over thirty years, and showed no 

sign of slowing down despite Seamus being 

over seventy five. 

A winner is chosen in each BBC English  

Region and in Scotland, Wales and  

Northern Ireland. Each winner then gets the 

chance to join the sporting stars of today 

at BBC Sports Personality of the Year 2011 

where the overall BBC Sports Unsung Hero  

winner is announced.

Nominations should be made for people 

who go the extra mile to change the lives 

of others through sport and who deserve 

to be recognised for their selfless work on 

the part of others. 

Nominees should be people who, on a 

voluntary basis, prepare facilities, roll the 

pitch, coach the juniors, run local sports 

leagues or work behind the scenes so that 

sport can be played and enjoyed by people 

throughout the UK.
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The swimming sessions provided by  

Carmel and Seamus provided a welcomed 

distraction during the Troubles and brought 

youngsters from both sides of the religious 

divide together to enjoy a sport that has 

been promoted throughout Londonderry 

as well as internationally through the work 

of the dedicated pair. 

Barbara Slater, Director of BBC Sport, says: 

“The BBC is delighted to recognise the 

important, and often unheralded, work of 

those whose selfless efforts so often shape 

the sporting success and enjoyment of so 

many different individuals and teams.

“The BBC Sports Unsung Hero awards 

are important because they celebrate the  

commitment, enthusiasm and energy of 

people up and down the country who 

give something back to their community 

through sport.”

Nominations for the BBC Sports  

Unsung Hero Award 2011 can be made at  

bbc.co.uk/sportsunsunghero using a  

printable form. 

There is also a low-cost phone number 

people can call to request nomination 

forms – 0845 308 8000. Calls cost up to 

5p/min from most landlines (an additional 

connection fee may also apply). Calls from 

mobiles may cost considerably more.  

Further details are also available from BBC 

Local Radio stations and BBC Regional 

and National Centres. Nominations can 

be made up until midnight on Sunday 30  

October.

Social media is also playing a greater role 

in this year’s BBC Sports Unsung Hero 

campaign. A dedicated Facebook page has 

been created at www.facebook.com/BBC-

SportUnsungHero and information and 

updates will also be posted on the BBC 

Sports Personality of the Year Twitter feed 

@BBCSPOTY.

BBC Sports Personality of the Year 2011 

will be broadcast live on BBC One and 

BBC One HD on 22 December.

Nominations are made via a form obtainable from bbc.co.uk/sportsunsunghero can be requested by calling 0845 308 8000 or picked 

up from BBC Local Radio and Regional TV centres. Calls cost up to 5p/min from most landlines (an additional connection fee may 

also apply). Calls from mobiles may cost considerably more. 

People are asked to detail the number of years a nominee has been involved in the sport or organisation, the amount of time given 

each week, what they do, and how it has improved people’s enjoyment of sport and life.

We also ask what the person’s involvement has meant to their local community.

Full terms and conditions are available at bbc.co.uk/sportsunsunghero
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Tara Takes Up New Politics 
Role On BBC NI 
Tara Mills is the new televi-

sion presenter of BBC Northern  

Ireland’s political output from 

Stormont and on Sundays. 

 

Viewers of the Politics Show will have seen 

Tara presenting the programme for the first 

time, when it returned to our screens last 

Sunday afternoon (September 18) on BBC 

One Northern Ireland, while Tara has also 

been presenting Stormont Today on BBC 

Two Northern Ireland.

Tara, who recently co-hosted Good  

Morning Ulster on BBC Radio Ulster, has 

taken over presenting duties from Jim  

Fitzpatrick who fronted The Politics Show 

since its first broadcast in 2003.

With Jim taking up a his new role as  

Business and Economics Editor earlier 

this year, Tara will now be questioning our  

political representatives on The  

Politics Show and analysing the key political  

decisions that affect people across  

Northern Ireland.

Tara said: “The last decade at  

Stormont has been all about finding political  

accommodation. The next ten years will  

concentrate on the economy and trying to  

The Politics Show and Stormont Today

Tara Mills, the new presenter of The Politics Show on Sunday afternoons on BBC One Northern Ireland

protect jobs and livelihoods. How the future 

is shaped is critical for so many households 

across Northern Ireland and that makes 

the BBC’s political coverage crucial. It’s a  

privilege to be involved in holding our  

political representatives to account. Jim 

will be an extremely hard act to follow but 

I’m very much looking forward to working 

with an established and dedicated team of 

journalists on a programme that scrutinises 

political decisions and the decision makers 

locally, nationally and internationally.”

 

Tara also fronts Stormont Today, on BBC 

Two Northern Ireland on Mondays and 

Tuesdays, which deals with activities of the 

day in the Assembly and interviews those 

at the heart of legislative change and policy 

making.

 

The Politics Show is on BBC One  

Northern Ireland, lunchtime on Sundays. 

Stormont Today is broadcast twice weekly 

on Monday and Tuesday nights on BBC Two 

Northern Ireland after Newsnight.
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Pupils from Lurgan Junior High launch this year’s BBC School Report in Northern Ireland

Northern Ireland pupils get the 
chance to make the headlines
bbc.co.uk/schoolreport

‘Make the news’ with BBC School Report 2012

Pupils in Northern Ireland are 

being given the chance to make 

the news with the return of BBC 

School Report.

BBC School Report gives 11-16 year-old 

students across the UK the chance to  

become School Reporters for the day as 

they create their own news reports for a 

real audience.

The School Reporters can fill news reports 

with stories and issues that are important 

to them as young people, as well as to their 

schools and communities. 

After hands-on advice from BBC staff, 

students will create video, audio and  

text-based news reports for their school 

websites which the BBC will then link to, 

creating an online map of participating 

schools across the UK on School Report 

News Day, March 15, 2012.

Using lesson plans and resources from the 

BBC School Report website and with help 

from BBC staff and partners, teachers will 

help students learn new skills in journalism 

as well as a host of technical and personal 

development skills. 

They will have the chance to work in teams, 

think critically and conduct independent 

enquiries and must manage their time and 

communicate effectively to get the job 

done.

BBC School Report aims to get young 

people interested in news and the world 

around them by reporting on stories that 

are important to them. It is an opportunity 

to inform a real audience through BBC  

programmes and web pages.

Earlier this year, students from Lurgan  

Junior High School got to interview David 

Cameron at 10 Downing Street, London as 

part of BBC School Report. Thirty schools 

in Northern Ireland have already signed up 

to take part and schools are still invited to 

get involved. 

For more information visit on School  

Report and how to get your school  

involved, visit bbc.co.uk/schoolreport


