
PI
Week 16
April 16 - April 22, 2011

The Belfast Blitz
Seventy years on survivors of the Belfast Blitz remember the 
horror which devastated both their lives and their city



The Belfast Blitz     Page 3
Seventy years on, survivors of the Belfast Blitz remember the  
horror which devastated both their lives and their city

Dear Diary       Page 5
BBC Radio Ulster opens the diaries of Northern Ireland’s  
Mass-Observation volunteers for the first time to discover the 
hopes and fears of people here during wartime

BBC Audience Council    Page 7
The BBC Audience Council is looking for new members

2

Programme Information New this week

Ulster Rugby Live 
On Saturday, April 16, Ulster are away to Leinster for this vital Magners League 
game as they continue their quest for a place in the semi-final play offs. Michael 
Bradley and Maurice Field join Stephen Watson (pictured) in studio on BBC Two 
NI from 8pm to analyse the action, while Jim Neilly is joined in the commentary 
box by former Australian international Ryan Constable.
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The Belfast Blitz 
Seventy years on survivors of the Belfast Blitz remember the horror which 
devastated both their lives and their city

The Belfast Blitz, BBC One Northern Ireland, Monday, April 18, 9pm 

Belfast Blitz survivor Rita Waid (92), originally from Jaffa Street, off the Crumlin Road, talks about her  
experience of the time in The Belfast Blitz on BBC One Northern Ireland, Monday, April 18 at 9pm 

When Adolf Hitler unleashed his 

bombing campaign over Britain, 

the people of Northern Ireland 

believed they were beyond the 

Nazis’ reach.

On the 70th anniversary of three deadly 

raids in 1941 which proved them wrong, 

survivors of the Belfast Blitz remember the 

horror which devastated both their lives 

and their city.

BBC Northern Ireland marks this  

anniversary with a new one-hour  

documentary The Belfast Blitz to be shown 

on BBC One Northern Ireland on Monday, 

April 18 at 9pm.

The film made for BBC Northern  

Ireland by Hardy Pictures features personal  

testimonies from 10 eyewitnesses to 

the Blitz, ranging in age from 78 to 

100-years-old, some of whom experienced  

terrible losses, with stories which include  

being pulled alive from a bombed air raid  
shelter and narrowly escaping the flames 
which devastated the city.

The documentary is based around all three 
raids - the Dockside Raid on April 7 and 8, 
1941, the Easter Tuesday Raid on April 15 
and 16,1941 and the Fire Raid of May 4 and 
5, 1941.

Nearly 1000 people lost their lives during 
the Easter Raid alone, the greatest loss in a 
single night outside of London.

Charlie Rodgers, former Deputy Chief Constable of the RUC, who was stationed at Musgrave Street Police 
Barracks in 1941, recalls the Luftwaffe’s air attacks over the city in The Belfast Blitz on BBC One Northern 
Ireland, Monday, April 18 at 9pm  
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East Belfast man Sammy Clarke (80) relives the Blitz over Belfast on screen as 
part of The Belfast Blitz documentary on BBC One Northern Ireland

Ninety-three-year-old Min Johnston from east Belfast shares her memories of 
The Belfast Blitz on BBC One Northern Ireland, Monday, April 18 at 9pm 

The film reveals how ill equipped the city 
was for such devastating air attacks.

Rich archive of Belfast in the 1930s is  
included in the documentary which also 
features interviews with local author Brian 
Barton, social historian Juliet Gardiner and 
Chris Goss, a specialist on the Luftwaffe.

To help recreate what it was like at the 
time, the documentary makers have vividly 
created animated maps and 3D-imaging of 
the city based on original Ordnance Survey 
maps. Using modern technology, the film 
provides a record of streets now long gone 
and the areas hit during the raids.

The maps are a window into the city as 
it faced aerial bombardment and also  
highlight how badly hit the Cathedral  
Quarter was during the raids - St Anne’s 
Cathedral and The Northern Whig were 

among the only buildings left standing.

Luftwaffe target files held in The Imperial 

War Museum in London also terrifyingly 

demonstrate just how well the German 

Command knew the city.

The Belfast Blitz is narrated by Amanda 
Burton.

Andrea McCartney, producer/director of 
The Belfast Blitz, said: “The devastation and 
terror of the Blitz still remains vivid in the 
minds of Belfast’s senior citizens. It’s hard 
to imagine today 200 Luftwaffe bombers  
circling overhead, dropping bomb after 
bomb on the city. We’ve been fortunate 

enough to find10 survivors who brilliantly 

recall their experiences of the raids and 

whose stories are a fitting tribute to the 

70th anniversary of the Belfast Blitz.”

The Belfast Blitz, a Hardy Pictures  

production for BBC Northern Ireland, is on 

BBC Newsline 

Next week, (from Monday, April 11 

to Friday, April 15), BBC Newsline 

will have a special series of reports  

examining why Belfast was so unprepared 

for the Blitz. There will be eye witness  

accounts from those who were there 

during the bombings. On the programme  

reporters Julie McCullough and Natasha 

Sayee will give viewers a unique insight 

into what it was like to live through 

the Blitz with special access to diaries  

written at the time. BBC  

Newsline is on BBC One Northern  

Ireland weekdays at 6.30pm. 

BBC One Northern Ireland, Monday, April 

18 at 9pm.
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Sam Harrison, who as a 19-year-old student from Armagh wrote his own diary as part of the Mass  
Observation project at the outbreak of war.  Excerpts from his diary will be featured on BBC Radio Ulster’s 
Dear Diary documentary on Sunday, April 17 at 1.30pm

Dear Diary 
BBC Radio Ulster opens the diaries of Northern Ireland’s Mass Observation volunteers 
for the first time to discover the hopes and fears of people here during wartime

Dear Diary, BBC Radio Ulster, Sunday, April 17, 1.30pm and repeated on Thursday, April 21 at 
7.30pm. bbc.co.uk/radioulster

Mass Observation was a project  

established in 1937 which asked 

hundreds of volunteers to 

keep diaries describing their  

everyday lives. The project  

welcomed thoughts on all  

subjects: politics, friendship,  

reading habits and dreams. But, 

with the outbreak of war in 1939, 

everything changed.

Five diarists from Northern Ireland were 

part of the Mass Observation project 

and their diaries provide vivid first hand  

accounts of the war years here: the  

black-outs, food rationing, curfews and, 

most powerful of all, descriptions of the 

Blitz of Belfast at Easter 1941.

Now to mark the 70th anniversary of the 

Belfast Blitz, Dear Diary on BBC Radio  

Ulster on Sunday, April 17 at 1.30pm opens 

the diaries of Northern Ireland’s Mass  

Observation volunteers for the first time 

to discover the hopes and fears of people 

here during wartime.

Many of the diarists went on to lead very 

interesting lives: one became a leading  

campaigner for birth control and wrote 

many books on the subject; another became 
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Moya Woodside, whose diary entries, part of the Mass Observation project. 
feature in Dear Diary on BBC Radio Ulster on Sunday, April 17 at 1.30pm

Doreen Bates, whose diary entries are part of Dear Diary on BBC Radio Ulster 
on Sunday, April 17 at 1.30pm

a well known poet in the post war years and 

one famously challenged civil service rules 

by refusing to quit her job even though she 

was an unmarried mother.

BBC Radio Ulster has secured  

unprecedented access to the diaries, now 

kept in the Mass Observation archive at 

the University of Sussex in Brighton, and 

has traced living relatives of three of the 

diarists who help to paint a picture of the 

people who wrote them. 

Producer Owen McFadden said: “I have 

often wondered if anyone from Northern 

Ireland took part in Mass Observation, and 

it turns out there were five diarists writing 

from the late thirties through to the post 

war years. They included a teacher from 

Coleraine Inst, a student from Armagh, a 

welfare worker in Belfast, a landowner in 

Bushmills, and an English tax inspector who 

moved to Belfast immediately before the 

Blitz of Easter 1941.

“Each diary contains personal observations 

on historic events such as the abdication 

of Edward VIII and Coronation of King 

George; hearing the Declaration of War 

on the wireless; how daily life changed with 

rationing; the black-out; censorship and  
restrictions on movement. They also  
highlight the contrasts between Dublin and  
Belfast during war time, and of course  
feature incredibly dramatic accounts 
of German air raids over Belfast at  
Easter 1941, and their aftermath. Here are  
historic events grounded in familiar places by  
people who were there to witness them.”

Dear Diary is on BBC Radio Ulster, Sunday, 
April 17 at 1.30pm. 

BBC Radio Ulster, 92–95FM & DAB 
digital radio, digital TV and online at  

bbc.co.uk/radioulster 
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Council members reflect on issues of importance to audiences.

The BBC Audience Council 
needs you!

The BBC Audience Council is  

looking for new members. If you 

are interested in BBC programmes 

and services – TV, radio, online – 

and enjoy working with others, 

this could be for you.

The Audience Council is a group of  

volunteers who work to make sure that 

the voice of the local audience is heard 

at the very heart of decision making in 

the BBC. We are looking for people from  

different backgrounds, interests and skills 

with a passion for the role and a willingness 

to commit some time.

Rotha Johnston, Chair of the Audience 

Council, explains: “It’s vital that the BBC is 

in close touch with the views of licence fee 

payers right across the UK. The Audience 

Council is passionate about listening to a 

wide range of views, and understanding 

what the BBC does well and where it could 

improve. It advises the BBC Trust – the gov-

erning body of the BBC – which has con-

siderable power to wield on behalf of the 

audience. It’s very rewarding when we see 

change that has been directly influenced by 

the local audience.

“The Audience Council aims to reflect 

the diversity of the audience in Northern 

Ireland and that’s why we look for people 

from different communities and with a wide 

range of interests and backgrounds.”

Members meet up to 10 times a year 

and also take part in a range of audience 

events.

The role is voluntary but reasonable  

expenses are paid.

Find out more at: bbc.co.uk/acni or call 

0370 333 1918 textphone 03700 100 212


