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Programme Information New this week

In the fourth programme of the BBC Radio Ulster series In The Footsteps, on 
Sunday, March 20 at 1.30pm, Lynda Bryans goes on a quest to better understand 
the philosophy of Francis Hutcheson.
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Sisters of the Lodge
Sisters of the Lodge is an hour long authored documentary by Alison Millar into the 
inner workings of the Association of Loyal Orange Women of Ireland

Sisters of the Lodge, Monday, March 21, BBC One NI at 9pm

Filmed over the course of a 

year Sisters of the Lodge is an 

hour long authored documen-

tary by Alison Millar on the inner  

workings of the Association of 

Loyal Orange Women of Ireland, 

an organisation that until now has 

carefully guarded its secret rituals 

and ceremonies. 

For the first time since its formal  
foundation one hundred years ago, by a Mrs  
Johnstone from County Cavan, the As-
sociation welcomed outsider Alison 
into their lodge rooms in order to dis-

pel the myths about the sisterhood 

through unprecedented access to their  
ceremonies and private beliefs. 

Alison’s fascination began early. Grow-
ing up in a rural protestant community 
in Northern Ireland vivid images of the  
Orange Women, famed for their  
legendary tray bakes, became etched 
on her mind. Thirty years later her  

Sally Forsythe, Star of Dromore Lodge LoL 66
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memories of the ladies wearing their fancy 

hats and handbags as they walked behind the  

Orangemen on the 12th July came  

flooding back prompting her to embark 

on a journey to discover the sisterhood’s 

place in a more modern, secular world. Had 

the Orange ladies become more than tea  

makers for the men? And what really  

happened behind closed doors? 

“Growing Up in a rural protestant  

community I used to make a picnic and go 

to the field with my granny to see the local 

Orangemen. I remember seeing the ladies 

with their fancy hats and handbags. I often 

wondered what ever happened to them?” 

said Alison Millar.

Though welcomed by Olive Whitten, MBE, 

the Most Worshipful Grand Mistress of 

(left to right) Alicia & mother May Dixon, Iris McAlister, Christina Dixon, Star of Dromore LoL 66

Ireland, and Grand Secretary Joan Beggs, 

Alison was to discover that filming in the 

lodge meetings would prove more difficult. 

Initially informed that because she was not 

a `sister’ she would not be allowed to film 

an actual lodge meeting Alison was prom-

ised that the sisters would reconstruct 

later what went on for the cameras. This 

proved to be a staple of the film with Alison  

constantly trying to enter the private meet-

ings but more often than not having to  

settle on eavesdropping from an adjoining 

anteroom where their buffet was laid out! 

Over the course of the year Alison  

criss-crossed the highways and byways of 

the countryside following the activities of 

various lodges and individual members. 

But it was in the Star of Dromore WLOL 

that Alison encountered the full spectrum 

of Orangeism. The steadfastness of its  

members was evident in the unstinting 

attendance of Sally Forsythe, one of the 

founding members and stalwarts of the 

Association who hadn’t missed a meeting 

in over 60 years! Being an Orange woman 

was central to Sally’s life.

“I just look forward every month to going. 

They come from all parts with a bit of news. 

We are a small group but very friendly,” 

says Sally Forsythe.

At the other end of the scale Alison came 

face to face with the next generation 

of Orange women, meeting one of the  

rising stars, 23 year old Alicia Dickson whose  

father and mother had shared with her the  

history and values of Orangeism from an 

early age. 
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Star of Dromore Lodge LoL 66, Orange Women’s Association

“I didn’t join the `Orange’ just because my 

mother was in the `Orange’ but, as a young 

person, when I saw the women, there 

were always smiles on their faces and they  

always carried themselves well,  

dignified, and because of what it stood for, so I  

decided to sign the dotted line and join up,” 

says Alicia.

As her journey progressed Alison was 

given unprecedented access to the hierar-

chy of the organisation and allowed to ask  

questions about its secret rule book – 

filmed for the first time ever on camera.  She  

witnessed first-hand some of the secret  

rituals and ceremonies of the order – and 

was invited by the sisters in Coleraine to 

attend one the highlights of their year - an 

`Orange Ball’. Olive explained to Alison that 

this was an ancient ritual that had never 

been seen before, let alone filmed.

 

Alison Millar says: “This was one of the 

most fascinating rituals that we filmed. It  

involved swords, lit candles, a portrait of 

the queen and a whispering sequence. In 

all my years of making documentaries, the 

Orange ball has to be one of the oldest and 

most unusual things I have ever filmed.”

What emerges from the year Alison 

spent with the Sisters Of The Lodge is a  

compelling insight into a deeply fascinating 

and secretive organisation. 

Sisters of the Lodge was made with 

the Support of BAI - The Broadcasting  

Authority of Ireland. It is on Monday, March 

21, BBC One NI at 9pm.
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Rodney’s Farm
In this two part documentary, farmer Rodney Elliot traces the dramatic changes that have taken place in 
farming in Northern Ireland through the story of his own family and the farm he grew up on. 

Rodney Elliot tells the story of farming in NI

There has been a revolution in 

farming.  In just three generations 

agriculture in Northern Ireland 

has been transformed from a col-

lection of small family farms to 

large specialised businesses.

Rodney’s Farm is a new two-part documen-

tary in which Fermanagh dairy farmer Rod-

ney Elliott traces the dramatic changes that 

have taken place in farming in Northern 
Ireland through the story of his own family 
and the farm he grew up on. 

BBC Northern Ireland viewers last saw 
Rodney Elliott in Wanted Farmers which 
followed him over the course of three years 
as he sold his family farm in Fermanagh to 
set up a brand new dairy in the American 
state of South Dakota. Today he milks 1500 
cows three times a day, employs a staff of 
over 20 and produces more milk in a day 

than he made in a year when he first start-
ed milking cows in 1981.

Like many emigrants, since moving to 
South Dakota Rodney has become curious 
about his family history. His own children 
have embraced the all-American life and 
he wants them to understand where they 
came from and what sort of people they 
are descended from. He wants them to ap-
preciate their farming heritage and to real-
ise that the type of farm he runs today is 

Rodney’s Farm starts Monday, March 21, BBC One NI at 7.30pm 
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radically different to the farm he inherited 

in Northern Ireland in the 1980s, which is 

in turn very different to the way his grand-

father farmed the land in the years after the 

second world war.

In the first programme Rodney arrives back 

in Fermanagh to the farm he grew up on, 

now owned by his sister and her husband. 

He knows very little of his family’s history 

beyond the fact that his grandfather bought 

the farm at Drumgoon in 1946 at a time 

when farming was at a crossroads.

With the help of his family and his father’s 

old farm accounts books Rodney begins to 

piece together the story of how farming 

has changed since the Elliotts first arrived 

at Drumgoon. 

A visit to Brookeborough farmer Leonard 

Percival, who still uses horses on his farm, 

is a step back in time to the days when a 

farmer, his wife and children did all the farm 

work themselves. They kept a wide range of 

livestock: chickens, a few cows, sheep and 

pigs as well as growing their own crops.  It 

was a time when horses were a farmer’s 

best friend and most cherished asset; a way 

of life that started to change when trac-

tors replaced horses and the Government 

forced farmers to rationalise and special-

ise. 

Rodney’s own beginnings in farming came 

at a momentous time for the industry in 

the early 80s. The future looked rosy for a 

young man with big ambitions. The 1990s 

and BSE changed all that. Farming went 

into a spiral of decline that eventually led 

to Rodney’s decision to leave Northern  

Ireland for good. 

Weaving archive film from the 1940s 

through to the 1970s alongside Rodney’s 

own journey of discovery, this programme 

tells the story of how farming went from 

small subsistence farms to enormous  

agribusinesses like Rodney’s in South  

Dakota.

Rodney has always been intrigued by why 

his grandfather, a chemist, gave up his  

career in Dublin to take up farming in  

middle age. In programme two he sets about  

finding out more about the Elliotts and 

their connection to the land. 

His search leads him to do a bit of digging 

in the County archives. With the help of a 

genealogist, an historian and a member of 

the aristocracy he pieces together not only 

the story of his own family but of the house 

he grew up in, Drumgoon Manor.

The second world war led to an dramatic 

change in farming. In the two centuries 

before that it had hardly evolved at all, 

but as Rodney discovers, war, depression,  

famine and landownership shaped his family’s  

history and that of all tenant farmers across 

Ireland.

Drumgoon Manor may have only been in 

the Elliott family for a couple of generations 

but the story of those who came before 

them reveals the changing nature of land 

use, and land ownership.

Rodney Elliott has proved to be a  

compelling and popular figure for BBC  

Northern Ireland’s audience. This two part  

documentary reveals Rodney’s farming 

and personal roots, a story that will strike 

a chord with any of us who have ever  

contemplated our own heritage.

Rodney Elliot pictured on one of the antique tractors
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Highlights of Magee v Bute
BBC Sport NI will have highlights of Brian Magee’s clash against Lucian Bute

Brian Magee’s clash with unde-

feated IBF super-middleweight 

champion Lucian Bute takes place 

in Montreal, Canada on 19 March 

and BBC Sport NI will show high-

lights from the fight the following 

night.

Starting at 10.45pm on BBC One NI 
Stephen Watson introduces the action from 
the Bell Centre in Montreal, Canada.

John Duddy joins Stephen at ringside to 
comment on the action as Belfast man Ma-
gee takes on Romanian born Bute in Ma-
gee’s first fight outside Europe.  

Thirty one year old Bute has a 100% record, 
with 22 of his 27 wins coming by knock-

out, while Magee has lost three times in his 

38-bout pro career. 

Jim Neilly will be on commentary for BBC 

NI’s highlights package.

Boxing Special, Sunday, March 20, BBC One 

NI, 10.45pm 

Boxing Special, Sunday, March 20, BBC One NI, 10.45pm 

Boxer, Brian Magee
Stephen Watson presents highlights from the Bell 
Centre, Montreal


