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The Conspiracy Files: Lockerbie  
 
SAIF AL ISLAM AL GADDAFI INTERVIEW 
 
Transcript of selected sections of interview with Saif 
Al Islam Al Gaddafi.  This transcript includes additonal 
material to that included in The Conspiracy Files: 
Lockerbie programme and is also available on  the 
Conspiracy Files website at 
www.bbc.co.uk/conspiracyfiles. 
 

ON ACCEPTING RESPONSIBILITY 
 

  INTERVIEWER does Libya accept responsibility for the 
attack on Lockerbie? 

   
  INTERVIEWEE 
  Well yes we wrote a letter to the Security Council saying 

that we are responsible for the acts of our employees or 
people. But it doesn't mean that we did it in fact.  

   
  INTERVIEWER 
  So to be very clear on this what you're saying is that you 

accept responsibility, but you're not admitting that you 
did it? 

   
  INTERVIEWEE 
  Of course. 
   
  INTERVIEWER 
  That to many people would sound like a very cynical way 

to conduct your relationship with the outside world.  
   
  INTERVIEWEE 
  What can you do? If without writing that letter you will 

not be able to get rid of the sanction.  
   



 2

 
  INTERVIEWER 
  So in that letter that your father wrote to the security 

council he said and I quote, “Libya has facilitated the 
bringing to justice of the two suspects charged with the 
bombing of Pan Am 103, and accepts responsibility for 
the actions of its officials.”  That to me sounds like he's 
saying we did it.  

   
  INTERVIEWEE 
  Again, I mean it was, everything was clear in the 

resolution of the Security Council, Libya should, I mean 
that we should do certain steps in order to get rid of that 
sanction, and without that we were not able to get rid of 
that sanction. And that's why we abide by the rules of 
the game, the rules were set by the Americans, by the 
British, by a lot of members of the Security Council, not 
by us.  

  And they put the rules and we have to, ah, follow those 
rules in order to get rid of the sanction.  

 
  
  INTERVIEWER 
  So this statement was just word play, it wasn't an 

admission of guilt? 
   
  INTERVIEWEE 
  No, I admit that we played with the words. And we had 

to, we had to. There was no other, um, no other solution.  
   
 
  INTERVIEWER 
  So it was, it was merely an opportunity to get rid of 

sanctions that prompted you to make this admission. 
   
  INTERVIEWEE 
  Yes. 
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  INTERVIEWER 
  And not an acceptance that you did do it? 
   
  INTERVIEWEE 
  Yes - no, no. 

  ON COMPENSATION  
 
  INTERVIEWER 
  Many people will then be surprised as to why you 

offered compensation to the victims' families if you - if 
you didn't carry out this attack, why did you do that? 

   
  INTERVIEWEE 
  Again it's, it's a Security Council resolution, the 

Americans and the British they said you have to satisfy 
the families in order to be able that we, I mean the 
Americans and the British to lift the sanction. They told 
us satisfy the families, and we will lift the sanction. 
Again it's like the - the letter of responsibility, you had to 
do certain steps to get to - in order to get rid of the 
sanction.  

  Otherwise even the Americans and the British they were 
not able to…  because it was a…. you know… public 
opinion case, as you know.  

   
  INTERVIEWER 
  It does sound terribly hypocritical to – to say yeah okay 

we accept responsibility but we’re not going to admit 
that we did it. 

   
  INTERVIEWEE 
  Yes. Yes, I know. 
   
  INTERVIEWER 
  It IS hypocritical, you’re saying? 
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  INTERVIEWEE 
  Yes. But what can – what can you do? What can you do? 
   
  INTERVIEWER 
  So it was just like blood money if you like… 
   
  INTERVIEWEE 
  Oh yes, of course. Of course. 
   
  INTERVIEWER 
  And what would you say to those people who say that’s 

a very cynical way to conduct your foreign affairs, to 
conduct your – your national policy on something so 
important as this the murder of two hundred and seventy 
innocent people?  

   
  INTERVIEWEE 
  First of all I mean you have to ask the – the Americans 

and the British Government why it is; second of all you 
have to ask the families of the victims because I think 
they were very greedy, and they were trading with the 
blood of their, or their – of their sons and daughters 
because the negotiation with them was very terrible and 
it was very materialistic, and it was very greedy.  

  And they were asking for money and more money and 
more money and more money, and they were talking just 
about money. Money, money, money, money.  

 
  INTERVIEWER 
  So you’re saying that the families are greedy? 
   
  INTERVIEWEE 
  Very much, very. 
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ON LIBYA’S REPUTATION  

 
  INTERVIEWER 
  What impact do you think this admission that you're now 

making will have on the reputation of Libya? 
   
  INTERVIEWEE 
  I think good, I mean it's a good reputation, we behaved 

like a responsible state, as rational state, very wise, and 
you know now we are a safe country, our people are safe 
our country is safe.  We are trading now with our ex 
enemies, ah, we just have friends no enemies any more, 
no sanction, no embargo, not threat, we are happy. I 
think that we were very wise.  

   
  INTERVIEWER 
  And what would you say to the families of those two 

hundred and seventy victims who you describe as 
greedy, what would you say to them now about your 
admission that.. 

   
  INTERVIEWEE 
  I would, I would - I would tell them one statement, they 

should forget about the money and just forget about 
blackmailing, and instead of wasting their time 
blackmailing us we should work together in order to find 
the real criminal who is behind that attack.  

   
  INTERVIEWER 
  Well the prosecution said that criminal was Libya, the 

regime led by your father. 
   
  INTERVIEWEE 
  But many other ex FBI agents and many families of the 

victims and many other independent observers, they 
said that Libya is innocent and someone else did it.  
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  INTERVIEWER 
  What do you believe? 
   
  INTERVIEWEE 
  I believe in one thing, that someone bombed Pan Am 

103? 
   
  INTERVIEWER 
  Was it - was it your intelligence agent, Mr Megrahi? 
   
  INTERVIEWEE 
  I think that there was – there was a crime, and I’m sure 

there are criminals, who they are I don’t know.  
   
  INTERVIEWER 
  In your view, though, was Mr Megrahi one of them? 
   
  INTERVIEWEE 
  I don’t think so. 
   
  INTERVIEWER 
  You don’t think so? 
   
  INTERVIEWEE 
  I don’t think that – that poor guy is – is behind that 

sophisticated operation, don’t think so.  
   
  INTERVIEWER 
  The prosecution said that he was part of that conspiracy 

to bomb, because he was the man who had actually 
planted the suitcase with the bomb inside. 

   
  INTERVIEWEE 
  And a prosecutor is a prosecutor, his job is to find him 

guilty and he can, he can – he can say whatever he 
wants. But I’m sure that that poor guy he is not 
sophisticated and clever, and clever enough to carry out 
that job.  
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  INTERVIEWER 
  Do you think the real story will ever come out? 
   
  INTERVIEWEE 
  One day. 
   
  INTERVIEWER 
  And do you think it has anything to do with Libya? 
   
  INTERVIEWEE 
  Again I hope not, I think not. But one day we’ll get the 

real story. 
 

ON RECONCILIATION WITH BRITAIN 

 
  INTERVIEWER 
  And finally, looking forward to the future how do you see 

your role in trying to improve that reconciliation process 
between Libya and Britain? 

   
  INTERVIEWEE 
  My role is over because now we are friends, we received 

Tony Blair here many times, Libyan and British officials 
they are visiting each other, you know we have very 
good now security, intelligence, military cooperation. We 
are even, I think we are allies now, especially in the war 
against terrorism.  

  And it's a new era.  It's a - it's a new page, and Cold War 
is over, the confrontation time is over, the hostility's 
over, now we are friends we are trading, doing business 
together, investing. Fighting the same enemy.  

   
  INTERVIEWER 
  That being terrorism? 
   
  INTERVIEWEE 
  Yes. 
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  INTERVIEWER 
  Of course it's rather ironic that your father was 

described for many years by Britain and America, the 
west as the world's biggest terrorist. And now he's an 
ally.  

   
  INTERVIEWEE 
  Yeah I told you, it's different, it's a different history. It's a 

different page in history.  
   
  INTERVIEWER 
  It's politics? 
   
  INTERVIEWEE 
  Yes, a game. 
   
  INTERVIEWER 
  A game? 
   
  INTERVIEWEE 
  It's a game, yeah. 
   
  INTERVIEWER 
  And who's winning now? 
   
  INTERVIEWEE 
  It's a win win, game. 

  


