


A CHILD AGAINST ALL ODDS

Infertility is a growing problem in the UK and
within a decade one in three couples is likely to
be affected. Professor Robert Winston draws on
his 30 years of experience in the field to present
this landmark series that follows the stories of
couples desperate to conceive as they receive
the newest treatments available.

With techniques becoming ever more
sophisticated, the series explores the latest
scientific developments and also considers
moral dilemmas such as who owns a frozen
embryo when partners separate and whether a
couple should be allowed to choose the sex of
their child.

The emotional impact of IVF on the couples
featured in the series is huge — it is a process in
which every stage of treatment is full of
jeopardy, with couples receiving both good news
and bad. Following ordinary people in
extraordinary situations, A Child Against All Odds
brings to the fore the reality of creating new life
in the 215t century.

BBC Learning will also be running a campaign
to explore moral and ethical issues raised in
the programme.

GM







27

HEAD DOCTORS

In this major observational
documentary series, a year

is spent with the patients and
doctors at one of the

world’s leading brain hospitals
— The National Hospital for
Neurology and Neurosurgery —
bringing viewers a

dramatic insight into the
cutting-edge work of a
200-year-old institution.

Over 100 consultants treat everything from head
injuries and Parkinson’s disease to paralysis and
epilepsy. Some of the doctors are the only
specialist of their kind in the country. Many of
the patients suffer from conditions so rare they
affect just one in a million.

For some patients the National is the last
chance: their future depends on the skill of the
doctors who push the boundaries of medical
science to treat the brain — the most complex
organ in the universe.

With hospital life as a back-drop, the story is
told through a cast of strong characters and
powerful human stories.

The neurosurgeons face terrible odds; a slip of
their scalpel could change their patient’s life —
even their personality. Away from the drama of
the operating theatre the series explores the
tensions of working within a close-knit
community and reveals how the doctors cope
with the intense pressure of making life-and-
death decisions every day.
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WHAT NOT TO WEAR

There’s only one series that features a 360 -
degree mirror and a strong dose of style advice.
What Not To Wear is back — and this time with
two new faces.

Supermodel Lisa Butcher and soul singer Mica
Paris are close friends. They've had lots of
experience handling their own public images and
combining their careers with being mums. The
new presenters believe that anyone can feel

as good on the inside as they look on the
outside once they’ve been on the What Not To
Wear journey.
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BBC SPORTS PERSONALITY
OF THE YEAR

In a year that has featured the Winter Olympics,
the Commonwealth Games and, of course, the
World Cup, there will be some remarkable
sporting moments to look back on in BBC
Sports Personality Of The Year.

The evening will climax with the presentation of
the most prestigious award in British sport when
the Sports Personality of the Year is crowned —
an award chosen by viewers on the night — and
the Lifetime Achievement honours one of

the very greatest all-time legends of the
sporting world.

Further awards made on the night include: Team
of the Year; Coach of the Year; Young Sports
Personality of the Year; Unsung Hero; and the
Helen Rollason Award for courage and
achievement in the face of adversity.

LOUISA FYANS, 020 8624 8210
louisa.fyans@bbc.co.uk

THE TRAGEDY OF
RUDYARD KIPLING

Griff Rhys Jones presents this fascinating profile
of Rudyard Kipling, one of Britain’s greatest
chroniclers of the British Empire. Through works
such as The Jungle Book and the Just So
Stories, Kipling brought India to life for
Edwardian Britain. But in a cruel twist of fate,
the Empire for which he had been such a
staunch advocate would also prove the source of
great personal loss. Kipling’s son was killed in
the First World War — a war he had publicly
favoured to protect Britain’s colonies.

Griff travels to Kipling’s childhood homes in
India and Pakistan, and to the homes in Britain
where he spent his later years, particularly
Bateman’s in Sussex. On his journey, Griff
explores Kipling’s life and his work, his success
as a writer and his personal tragedy.

KG

28








