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Programme 2: Houses and Homes 

There will be six programmes in the Primary Irish Blaisín series.

BROADCAST DATES

Programmes are broadcast on BBC Radio Ulster, medium wave, every Tuesday morning from 
11.40 - 12pm.

Programme no. Programme name Broadcast date
1 Let�s Celebrate 25.04.05
2 Houses and Homes 02.05.05
3 Safe and Sound/Whatever the Weather 09.05.05
4 Birds, Bugs and Beasts 16.05.05
5 School�s Cool! 23.05.05
6 Myths and Legends 30.05.05

PROGRAMME 2 - HOUSES AND HOMES

LEARNING OUTCOMES

By the end of the programme pupils should:

� Add to their knowledge of Irish by acquiring key phrases and new words
� Be able to introduce themselves in Irish and ask someone else who they are
� Recognise the characters from the previous programme and the new characters
   introduced in programme two
� Identify climatic regions of the world and the animals that live there
� Explore the use of materials in building homes in different climatic regions and the
   effectiveness of those materials
� Use song and rap as a means of communicating a message and developing language 
   skills

ABOUT THE PROGRAMME

Blaisín and Charlie accidentally summon the mystic owl in the middle of an ice-hockey 
stadium when one of them utters an Irish word they learned last week.  Can you spot 
it?  Owl, or Ceann Cait as he�s called, sweeps them off on more adventures.  In the North 
Pole, he shows them some real ice, as opposed to the man-made stuff.  The children are 
introduced to the snowy owl and learn about her habitat and eating habits and those of other 
Arctic animals.  Throughout the programme, Blaisín and Charlie have opportunities to use the 
Irish they learned last week and pick up a few new phrases.  They take a peek at a local Irish 
language school and learn to introduce themselves.  Blaisín even discovers that her surname, 
McElroy actually means something in Irish!  There�s plenty of spree along the way and the 
class will love the funky rap at the end that consolidates the new language acquired during 
the programme.
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Key Words in Irish: Ceann Cait � long eared owl (lit. head of cat) / Madadh Rua � fox 
(lit. red-coated dog) / Sneachta Bán � Snow White 
/ Béar Bán � polar bear (lit. white bear) / Gaelscoil � Irish 
language school / Dia duit � Hello (lit. God be with you) / Dia �s 
Muire duit � Hello (reply to Dia duit; lit. God and Mary be with you) 
/ Cé thusa? � Who are you? / Is mise � I am; Cad é mar atá tú 
� How are you? / Tá brón orm � I�m sorry / galánta � beautiful / 
nead � nest / teach - house

Key Words in 
English:

Arctic Circle / North Pole / tundra / natural / man-made / invitation 
/ lemmings / snow blizzard

Classroom Activities before the programme
Activities and Tasks

Activity Tasks Worksheets Relevance to 
NI Curriculum

Relevance to 
Draft Revised 
Curriculum

Finding out 
more about 
Setanta

Find the full story 
of Setanta and 
read all about how 
he became Cú 
Chulainn. 

Setanta/Cú 
Chulainn
Identify the 
correct words in 
order to label the 
worksheet. Use 
the cues given.

History: Develop 
an understanding 
of the ancient 
past in Ireland. 
Understand 
that evidence 
is important to 
gain a better 
understanding of 
the past.

Myths and 
Legends � The 
World Around 
Us: local myths 
and legends; 
our cultural 
landscape; 
narrate an 
appropriate 
myth or legend

Classroom Activities after the programme
Activities and Tasks

Activity Tasks Worksheets Relevance to 
NI Curriculum

Relevance to 
Draft Revised 
Curriculum

Discussion Discuss climatic 
regions of our world 
and the impact this 
has on the people 
and animals who 
live there. Identify 
weather conditions 
and how this effects 
the creatures who 
live there. Consider 
camouß age and 
food chains.

Geography: 
Develop pupils� 
understanding 
of climatic 
conditions.
Science: Explore 
the variety of 
animal life on 
earth and all 
animals� need for 
food and shelter.

Whatever the 
Weather: safety 
in different 
weather 
conditions; 
cultures and 
traditions in a 
different climate
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Activity Tasks Worksheets Relevance to 
NI Curriculum

Relevance to 
Draft Revised 
Curriculum

Discussion Discuss weather 
patterns throughout 
the world and the 
need for people to 
adapt to them.

Whatever 
the Weather 
� effects of 
weather on 
feelings and 
emotions

Writing Complete cloze 
procedure. 
Raising awareness 
of people�s 
resourcefulness 
throughout the 
world to provide 
themselves with 
shelter in using the 
materials available 
to them.

Geography: 
Raise awareness 
of the world�s 
Þ nite resources 
for home 
building.

Whatever 
the Weather: 
consider ways of 
caring for their 
environment

Art and 
Design

Pupils could plan 
their own home, 
including time-
saving devices, 
energy-saving 
materials.

Science: 
Exploring 
materials used 
by people to 
build their homes 
- their strengths 
and weaknesses, 
advantages and 
disadvantages.

Whatever 
the Weather: 
consider ways of 
caring for their 
environment

Discussion Find out more about 
the snowy owl.

Complete the 
drawing of 
the owl in the 
worksheet.

Encourage 
children to 
record and 
represent their 
learning visually

Discussion 
and Irish

Design a name 
plate for your 
house based on the 
examples in the 
worksheet and on 
the keywords.

Give your house 
a name.

Houses and 
Homes: why 
everyone needs 
a home in order 
to feel happy 
and secure

FURTHER ACTIVITIES AFTER THE PROGRAMME

� Make a study of the children�s names in your class
� Invite members of the local community who use minority languages into the 
   classroom to share their culture with the children
� Allow children time as part of their PE lessons to develop a dance routine for the raps
� Identify climatic regions of the world and the animals that live there
� Design a romantic meal for Ceann Cait and Sneachta Bán. Include some polar 
  delicacies
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RELEVANCE TO THE NI CURRICULUM

Cultrual Heritage: Explore the meaning of names and their source. Develop understanding of 
other cultures in the local community.
PE: Explore creative dance and movement to various styles of music.

RELEVANCE TO THE DRAFT REVISED CURRICULUM

Whole Curriculum Objectives: understand some of their own and others� cultural traditions; 
listen to and interact positively with others; explore and understand how others live.


