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Programme 1: Let�s Celebrate

There will be six programmes in the Primary Irish Blaisín series.

BROADCAST DATES

Programmes are broadcast on BBC Radio Ulster, medium wave, every Tuesday morning from 
11.40 - 12pm.

Programme no. Programme name Broadcast date
1 Let�s Celebrate 25.04.05
2 Houses and Homes 02.05.05
3 Safe and Sound/Whatever the Weather 09.05.05
4 Birds, Bugs and Beasts 16.05.05
5 School�s Cool! 23.05.05
6 Myths and Legends 30.05.05

PROGRAMME 1 - LET�S CELEBRATE!

LEARNING OUTCOMES

By the end of the programme pupils should:

� Recognise the new characters and those from previous programmes
� Develop further their knowledge of the Irish language
� Identify key phrases in the Irish language
� Have an opportunity to explore 2D shape using tangrams to build animals from the
  story
� Develop an appreciation of the wide variety of animals living in their local environment
� Be aware of the interdependency of all living things
� Use their creative talent to explore the issues and storyline using art, music and 
  dance to communicate their thoughts and feelings

ABOUT THE PROGRAMME

As Blaisín comes face to face with the sly Madadh Rua (fox), she may be in danger of 
being enticed into his clutches. Luckily, help is at hand from her friends, Charlie and 
Ceann Cait, the long-eared owl. Meanwhile, the buzz and excitement in the woodland 
is palpable as Queen Bee plays host to all the bugs, birds and beasts at the annual 
Forest Olympics. This is certainly a relief for our tiny four-legged friend, Luchóg the 
mouse, who may otherwise prove a tasty morsel for a variety of the competitors.  
Blaisín and Charlie are astounded by the amazing abilities of the various competitors, 
hare, ladybird and cat to name but a few. Butterß y�s engrossing commentary of the 
events helps the children to add to their store of phrases in Irish.

Key Words 
in Irish:

Sonas ort inniu - Happy Birthday / Ná bí glic - Don�t be smart / Maith 
tú! - Well done! / sliotar - hurling ball / camán - hurling stick / Imigh 
leat! - Go away! / An bhfuil tú ceart go leor? - Are you alright? / Tá mé 
ceart go leor � I�m alright / cú - hound
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Key Words in 
English:

archaeology student / Conamara / turf / gift of the gab 
/ ancient / webcam / saunas and steamrooms / philosophical
/ legendary / hound

Classroom Activities before the programme
Activities and Tasks

Activity Tasks Relevance to NI Curriculum

Discussion Discuss previous experience or encounters 
with the Irish language, holidays, friends 
at Irish schools, Radio Ulster, TG4, GAA 
matches, Irish dancing competitions.

Language and literacy: 
describing, talking about factual 
experiences and impressions

Discussion Collect common words already in use, 
such as place names, family and personal 
names and slug=gulp; seantí=shanty 
town; bodhrán=drum; smashin�=is maith 
sin.  Display collected words, place names.

Cultural Heritage:  
Understanding that place names 
and common names actually 
mean something 

Classroom Activities after the programme
Activities and Tasks

Activity Tasks Worksheets Relevance to 
NI Curriculum

Relevance to 
Draft Revised 
Curriculum

Discussion Discuss the work of 
an archaeologist.  
Look at some of 
the great treasures 
of Ireland and the 
Chinese Clay Army 
in the National 
Museum.

History: Look 
at evidence 
for early Irish 
civilisation. 
Explore early 
history in other 
civilisations.

Let�s Celebrate - 
One World: One 
People Be able 
to compare own 
environment 
with one 
elsewhere and in 
the past

Explore 2-D 
shape

Decorate with a 
Chinese theme an 
egg/oval tangram 
shape. Stick it onto 
card and cut it into 
the 2-D shapes 
outlined. Explore 
putting the shape 
back together 
again.

Outline of an 
Oval Tangram.

Draw Your Own 
Oval Tangram 
- for very able 
pupils.

Maths: Exploring 
2-D shape. 
Exploring 
tangrams. 
Exploring lines, 
arcs and angles.
English: Reading 
and following 
instructions to 
create a shape. 

Art and 
Design

Create Chinese 
characters and 
decorations, using 
colours reß ecting 
Chinese culture.

Look at and talk 
about the work 
of artists from 
other cultures
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Activity Tasks Worksheets Relevance to 
NI Curriculum

Relevance to 
Draft Revised 
Curriculum

Group 
Discussion 

Explore different 
types of food in the 
world and highlight 
the cultural 
diversity manifest 
in people�s eating 
habits. Discuss 
visits to other 
countries and the 
food encountered.

Breakfast Around 
the World.

Allow children 
to work in small 
groups or pairs 
and use the 
worksheets to 
report on their 
Þ ndings.

Let�s Celebrate 
- One World 
One People: 
Understand 
and appreciate 
cultural diversity

Music Listen to The 
Chieftains in China 
CD to explore 
Irish and Chinese 
traditional music.

Discussing 
and making 
suggestions 
about own and 
others� music-
making.
Thinking and 
talking about 
the elements of 
music and how 
they are used 
in music from 
different styles 
and cultures

Music Compose a call tune 
for the owl using 
6 notes on a tin 
whistle or recorder.

Creating short 
musical patterns

Writing Create a dairy of 
events for the series 
of programmes.  
Include the main 
characters and 
phrases that 
they use in each 
programme.  Don�t 
forget to use speech 
marks.

Developing 
competence 
in the use of 
grammar and 
punctuation; 
writing to 
inform, explain, 
describe, 
narrate, report
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Activity Tasks Worksheets Relevance to 
NI Curriculum

Relevance to 
Draft Revised 
Curriculum

Discussion Collect and discuss 
sayings from 
famous writers in 
Irish and Chinese. 
Eg �A picture paints 
a thousand words� 
� Confucius
�Deir said go bhfuil 
an fhírinne searbh 
/ They say the 
truth hurts� � Mac 
Grianna.

Expressing 
thoughts, 
feelings and 
opinions in 
response to 
literature

Art and 
Design

Make a birthday 
card using, �Sonas 
ort inniu�.


