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General Notes for Teachers

Look through the activity sheets: they follow the programmes in consecutive order.

Adapt the sheets to suit the needs of your class or individual pupils.  Blank out or add 
parts as you need to.

Encourage the children to practise the phrases and words they learn from each 
programme.  Reward those who bring them into the daily classroom routine (eg. Go raibh 
maith agat/Thank you; Dia duit/Hello; Slán/Bye).  Whenever possible, enable children to 
work together so that they can practise the language and support one another.

Encourage pupils to teach a family member a key phrase.  This is great for their self-
confi dence.

Suggest that the children use a small note book to record activities and phrases/words.  
Let them decide how to record and illustrate them as their ideas are often imaginative.

Teachers should create a display board for pupils’ work on the programmes as a means of 
keeping them familiar with the storyline and learning key language skills as the storyline 
develops.

Don’t be afraid to give the children extra support if they require it, such as phonetics (Dia 
duit – G a ditch)

Children with Special Needs

For children with special needs, give more time and encouragement for their efforts.  
Follow up work needs to be concise.  A smaller note book for a child with special needs will 
often result in more productive work.  

Key phrases from the radio programme can be noted and illustrated by the children in 
cartoon or collage format.  Children could include cartoon characters, sport stars or pop 
stars to illustrate their phrase book.  

Children with learning diffi culties could cope with two key phrases per week and need to 
practise on a daily basis in order to retain information.

Language Acquisition

In order that children gain maximum benefi t from the programme in acquiring a basic 
grasp and knowledge of the Irish language, teachers should ensure that a short period be 
set aside each day to practise.

Allow the children to work in small groups or pairs when practising key phrases and 
words.  Encourage them to use their phrases in the classroom situation and share their 
new knowledge with their family at home.  If they have friends who attend Irish medium 
schools, practise with them.

Most children with learning diffi culties require more time to organise the information in 
order to speak and use it.  They require patience and praise.  Try not to put them under 
pressure in whole class situations.
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