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B B C Northern Ireland Learning One Potato, Two Potato     Summer 2007

Recycling

A programme on recycling, asking the children to consider what they can do themselves to follow the 

‘3Rs’ – and Reuse, Recycle and Reduce.

Poem

   Our Rubbish

   What should we do with our rubbish?

   The bottles and empty jars,

   Food cartons and cardboard boxes,

   Fridge freezers and rusty cars?

   Perhaps we can recycle them,

   It’s easy as can be,

   Just take the old things that you have,

   And use them differently.

   Banana skins and eggshells,

   Help the garden grow a treat,

   And jam jars fi lled with nuts and bolts,

   Will keep the tool shed neat.

   Used clothes can still be handy,

   Take a needle and some thread,

   And from the different bits of cloth,

   Make a patchwork quilt instead.

   Or get a squeezy bottle

   When mum’s washing liquid’s done.

   To squirt your friends with bubbles,

   Again and again and again!

     Helena Sheridan

Story

Grandad had a surprise for Emma the next evening.  “Look at this!” he grinned, patting a long piece 

of furniture.  It had drawers in the middle with a cupboard on either side and was standing on four 

legs.  “What do you think?”

Emma wasn’t sure what to say.  “I think it’s a very nice sideboard.”

“Nice sideboard!” roared Grandad, “It’s a horrible, ugly sideboard – I’ve wanted to get rid of it for 

years – but it could be a wonderful hutch for Snowy.”

Programme 2
1 May

By Janice Johnston
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After the programme

words for discussion:- reuse; reduce; recycle; kitten (name for a baby rabbit); hutch; sideboard; 

charity shop.

 • Discuss the 3Rs – Reuse, Recycle and Reduce.  As a class, list some  

     ways they could do all three.

 • Talk about the things Libby and Michael did i.e Libby wore her sister’s 

     skirt and a jumper Michael didn’t want, both of which would have 

     been thrown out.  (Reuse).  By doing this they were (Reducing) the new things they needed  

   to buy. Michael was using a plastic food container to store his pencils (Recycle).

 • Discuss why the ‘3Rs’ are a good idea e.g. to conserve the world’s resources

  • saves money

  • helps prevent pollution from waste

  • (plastic takes hundreds of years to rot away)

  • reduces pollution caused by manufacturing processes. 

 • Any child with a pet will be able to talk about what they need to do to care for it properly.  (Do  

   they do it, or does someone else?)

 • Make a chart of all the types of pets the class have.

 • So that those in the class who don’t have a pet won’t feel left out, ask everyone to write about   

   the sort of pet they would like, what they would feed it on, and how they would look after it.

Story Comprehension

 • Talk about the things Emma’s family recycled or used again.

 • What did Grandad make into a rabbit hutch? (an old sideboard)

 • What did Emma’s lunchbox used to be? (an old ice-cream carton)

 • What was her quilt made from? (squares cut out from her favourite clothes when they   

     became too small)

 • What did Grandad keep his nails in? (a jam jar and an old paint pot)

 • What was Emma going to use for a feeding dish for her rabbit? (an old dish she had as a  

   baby, with rabbits on it)

 • Where did Mum buy the book on rabbits? (in the Charity Shop)

Northern Ireland Curriculum

Science

Materials:     Pupils should be given opportunities to: 

      sort a range of everyday objects groups 

      according to the materials from which they 

      are made; fi nd out how human activities create 

      a variety of waste products; fi nd out that    

      some materials decay while others do not.

Geography

Cross-Curricular themes:   Pupils should be given opportunities to: 

      understand the need to respect and take care 

      of the natural and man made environment around them.
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English

Talking and Listening:   Pupils should develop the ability to: 

      express thoughts and feelings;      

      present ideas and information.

Cross-Curricular  Links

MATHS
Charts

ENGLISH
Discussion
Comprehension

SCIENCE
Waste
Pollution

PROGRAMME 2

GEOGRAPHY
Environment


