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B B C Northern Ireland Schools

One Potato, Two PotatoOne Potato, Two PotatoAge  5 - 7

Summer 2007 Teacher's Notes

Key Stage 1

RADIO

Series Producer: Bernagh Brims

Presenters: Michael McDowell & Libby Smyth

Summer Term 2007

Tuesday 11.05 – 11.20am

24 April –  29 May 

BBC Radio Ulster

Medium Wave 1341 kHz

North West    792 kHZ

Enniskillen    673 kHZ

The series provides a training ground for the development of listening skills in P1-P3 pupils. Using a 

mixture of story, song, discussion, poetry and music, all locally based, the programmes are designed 

to encourage careful and constructive listening, to stimulate the imagination of young children and to 

extend their awareness of their own environment and heritage.

The themes chosen for the term are linked to allow a natural progression of ideas to fl ow from week 

to week. The theme this term is the environment and includes recycling, weather and wild life.

 Programmes

 1.         A Bottle, A Tin and A Plastic Bag 24 April

 2.         Recycling           1 May

 3.         Floating and Sinking         8 May

 4.         In Tune With The Weather             15 May

 5.         Wasps                                                   22 May

 6.         Seal Rescue         29 May

View Teacher’s Resources for these programmes

Missed a Broadcast?  Then order your CDs here.

Northern Ireland Curriculum

The series may be used to support the three main areas of study in English, Mathematics and 

Science.

The series will also assist with music, history, geography and cross-curricular themes.  These will 

include heritage, education for mutual understanding and health education.
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Tape Recording

Where possible, it would be an advantage to tape record programmes.  By using the pause button 

sections of the broadcast can be discussed leading to greater understanding or appreciation.  Many 

of the songs are very attractive and the children may well want to learn them or hear them again.

After the Broadcast

Each programme will offer material for discussion.  Some suggestions for further follow-up activities 

are given in the Teacher’s Notes or are made during the broadcasts.  Teacher’s might like to consider 

some or all of the following aspects of the programme.

 •   Discussion and/or recall of broadcast.

 •   Re-tell the story.

 •   Art or craft work.

 •   Topic or project work.

 •   Singing songs/repeating rhymes.

 •   Number work.

 •   Drama/acting the story/role play.

 •   Written work.

Talk to Us

Material from the children in the way of stories, songs, poems, drawings or letters 

will always be welcomed and acknowledged.

Teacher’s views too are very important, and we value your opinion on how the

series works in the classroom. 

To help us plan future programmes, please send your comments, information, criticism, or 

suggestions to:

The Producer

One Potato, Two Potato

BBC Broadcasting House

Ormeau Avenue

Belfast

BT2 8HQ

  

Or e-mail us at: education.ni@bbc.co.uk

Or send us a note using our  feedback form

A series provided by the BBC at the request of the Educational Broadcasting 

Council for Northern Ireland.
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A Bottle, a Tin and a Plastic Bag

Today’s environmental programme tells the story of the ‘Nasty’ family who leave all their rubbish 

behind after a day at the beach, and the consequences for another group of children who came after 

them.

Song
   Milk Bottle Tops and Paper Bags  words Pegsy Blakeley

                                                                   music Don Harper

   See link on teacher’s resources page for music and words

Story

The Nastys blew up their crisp bags and let then blow down the beach. They took the empty 

lemonade bottle and threw it onto the rocks behind them. There was a loud crash! The Nastys didn’t 

care. They didn’t want the bottle.They just laughed at the noise. The peaches were soon fi nished 

and they didn’t want the tin either so they chucked that into the rock pool. The plastic bag from the 

sandwiches was caught in the breeze and away, away it danced over the grassy sand dunes…

 Time scale for materials to disintegrate

 It takes aluminium cans 80    –   100  years

           glass bottles   1,000,000    years          

 plastic bags   10    –    20  years

 rubber boot sole  50    –    80  years

 woollen clothing   1     –      5  years

 orange and banana peel  2     –      5  years

  

After the programme

words for discussion:- ‘scrunchy’ feel of sand; claws (a crab); a rock pool; the water all ‘clouded’ 

with sand; a tin opener; jaggy edge; to be careless; sand dune; to rot away; a bottle bank; recycle.

 • Discuss the meaning of the word environment and gradually introduce the idea of personal,  

   local and global environments.

 • Discuss where waste is found round the school – ask the caretaker to come into the   

    classroom to talk about it.  How and where is rubbish disposed of i.e. where do the contents  

   of the classroom waste bin go, or the kitchen waste.  Is there litter in the school?  Is it often in  

        the same place – why are people dropping it there?  Note the location of litter bins – are they  

   in the right place?

 • What should you do with your rubbish?  Design posters to encourage people to put it in bins  

    – or take it home.

 • Ask the children to imagine/draw/describe a favourite beach.  What is it they like about it?   

    What could spoil it?

Programme 1
24 April

By Maureen Donnelly



bbc.co.uk/ni/schools/potato 4

A Bottle, a Tin, and a Plastic Bag One Potato, Two Potato

 • When asked to give an opinion about a place, young children will often describe it as being  

   ‘nice’ or ‘nasty’.  Talk about the many aspects that might make it so e.g. it might be safe,  

   clean, tidy, quiet, well cared for etc., or noisy, smelly, dirty, over-crowded, polluted, dangerous  

   etc.  (Some of these things can be a matter of opinion).

 • Introduce the idea of resources and how our consumer society has put a great strain on the 

     natural environment.  The Earth has fi nite resources, and cannot cope with all the   

     waste we expect it to absorb. Our individual actions all have an impact. Discuss with the 

     children what resources they use at home e.g. bath (water), television (electricity), the car  

   (petrol) and food.

 • Recycling – talk about or visit a recycling area near the school.

 • Make up a ‘rubbish bin’ of a variety of items and divide them into groups e.g. paper, metal,  

   plastic, cloth, glass, food (orange peel or something ‘clean’).  Decide what might be done with  

   each item  -  could it be reused, taken to a recycling bank, put on a compost heap, sent to a  

   charity shop?

 • Use some recycled products – collect some examples.  Make greeting cards from ‘waste’  

   materials, e.g. old wallpaper, magazines.  Paint a ‘recycled’ logo.

 • Make a ‘rubbish machine’ using recyclable materials.

Story Comprehension

 • What happened when the Nasty children threw their old peach can into a rock pool? (Tommy  

   cut his foot on it)

 • What did the Nastys do when they had fi nished their bottle of lemonade? (They threw it on a  

   rock and broke it)

 • What happened? (It punctured the other childrens’ rubber swimming rings)

 • Where did the plastic bag go when it was thrown on the beach? (It blew into the sand dunes  

   and nearly suffocated a baby rabbit).

N.B. When you visit a beach

 TAKE  ONLY  PHOTOS

 LEAVE  ONLY  FOOTPRINTS

Northern Ireland Curriculum

Science

Knowledge and Understanding

Materials: Environment   Pupils should be given opportunities to

     identify the range of litter around their 

     own locality; fi nd out how human 

     activities create a variety of waste

     products; fi nd out how some 

     materials decay naturally while

     others do not.
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Geography

The Natural Environment Pupils should have opportunities to fi nd

     out how people’s actions can affect 

     plants and animals.

English

Talking and Listening   Pupils should have opportunities to

     express thoughts, feelings and

     opinions in response to personal

     experiences, literature and media.

Cross-Curricular Links
   

 

    

MUSIC
Joining in a song

ART
Charts
Greeting cards
Construct objects
 with ‘waste’
Material Posters

SCIENCE
Recycling
Decay
Litter

PROGRAMME 1

GEOGRAPHY
World resources


