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Programme 6

24 May             Hands Up for Andie                     by Brenda Palmer

This week�s programme tells the story of Andie Dempsey.  She is a perfectly ordinary eight year 
old who loves basket ball and the �Mixed Peppers� pop group.  But some people treat Andie as 
if she�s different because she has to wear a splint on her leg.  In fact, some people like the school 
bully Ali-cat are downright horrible to her.  Andie�s feeling pretty rotten until someone very 
special comes to the rescue.

After the programme

words for discussion:-  splint, bring and buy sale, fete, physio, autograph.

- There are many sensitive issues raised during the story which could be opened up for 
discussion e.g. bullying, �ganging up�, what is it like to be �different� (and yet the same), 
what it is like to have to work extra hard to keep up in class.  Some of these issues may be 
more or less appropriate to your class.
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- Andie had to wear a �splint� on her leg.  What other aids do people use?  (crutches, 
 wheelchairs, hearing aids � glasses).
- Try to do something only using one arm e.g. putting on a jumper, doing up a button, 

opening a box.  Ask the children to discuss what it would be like to be Andie.

Story Comprehension

• What was the name of Andie�s sister?  (Rosie)
• Her dog?  (Diesel)
• Her teacher?  (Mrs Smiley)
• The girl who was nasty to her?  (Alison Cathcart)
• What did Andie have to wear on her leg?  (a splint)
• Why (to help her to walk better)
• What was the name of the pop group Andie liked?  (the Mixed Peppers)
• What happened to Diesel?  (he got knocked down by a car)
• Who was the mystery guest at the school fete?  (Black Pepper)
• What colour was Andie�s hair?  (red)
• What did she try to sell at the bring and buy sale?  (her splint)

The book �Hands Up for Andie� by Brenda Palmer is published by Hemi-Help Northern 
Ireland, and is available from the address below, price £5.00.

Hemi-Help is a registered charity set up to promote the welfare of young people with 
Hemiplegia and to raise awareness of this little known condition.

Because of the lack of understanding of the condition, many children with Hemiplegia suffer 
from a lack of support and the resources which would enable them to reach their full potential.  
Hemi-Help aims to provide support and practical help to these children and their families.

Guidelines for teacher of the implications of Hemiplegia for pre-school and primary children 
(from which one in one thousand children suffer) are available from:
    Hemi-Help
    Unit 1 
    Wellington Works
    Wellington Road
    London
    SW19 8EQ

    www.hemihelp.org.uk

All sites listed are checked regularly.  However, the constantly changing 
nature of the Internet means they may alter after we have visited them.
The BBC is not responsible for the content of external websites. 

   

Northern Ireland Curriculum

English

Talking and Listening Pupils should be given opportunities to: explore stories, poems 
and songs, recreating parts of them in art, drama and other 
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PPROGRAMME 6

PSE
sharing
awareness of others
bullying

MUSIC
actions to a song

ENGLISH
classroom drama
discussion
comprehension

 expressive activities; take part in drama activities, including role 
play; express thoughts, feelings and opinions in response 

 to personal experiences, literature and media etc.

Reading Pupils should be given opportunities to: listen to and 
understand a range of texts which are read aloud, including 

those presented on tape, radio  or television,

Cross-Curricular Links
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