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Programme 3

3 May   The Boy With No Music      by Kate Murphy

This week�s musical One Potato, Two Potato is all about making music with our bodies � clapping, 
stamping, tapping, swaying � anything which makes a rhythm.  Anyone can make music!

Story

Long ago, before television and electricity had been invented, people used to gather in each others� houses to 
talk and entertain themselves by telling stories, singing and playing music.  Bobby McManus was seven 
years old, and he loved going to the houses and listening to the stories that were told by the old men and 
women�.

Song
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verse 2                  When I hear music play I feel I�ve got to clap my hands, deedle-dee-dee-dee 
When I hear music play I feel I�ve got to clap my hands, deedle-dee-dee-dee

       Yes, I�ve got to tap the beat with my Þ ngers and my feet 
       To the rhythm and the melody.

When I hear music play I feel I�ve got to clap my hands, deedle-dee-dee-dee

    verse 3     When I hear music play I feel I�ve got to tap my feet, deedle-dee-dee-dee
When I hear music play I feel I�ve got to tap my feet, deedle-dee-dee-dee

       Yes, I�ve got to tap the beat with my Þ ngers and my feet,
      To the rhythm and the melody.
            When I hear music play I feel I�ve got to tap my feet, deedle-dee-dee-dee 

Musical Activities  develop important skills � the ability to discriminate between a range of 
sounds, to remember, to concentrate and to co-operate with others, in addition to learning musical 
concepts.  Research indicates that a young child�s ability to keep a steady beat is a good indication 
of future academic ability.

After the programme

words for discussion:- the beat (as in rhythm); a slow air � a lament; an instrument (musical); a 
musician; Flamenco; percussion.

- Play a range of clapping games, marching and action songs which the children may already 
know e.g. Pat-a-cake, Ring-a-ring-a rosies, skipping.

- Most children, given a lead, should be able to �beat in time� to a favourite song.  This can 
lead to appreciating more complicated rhythm patterns.  Take a simple rhythm and clap 
it until the children can echo it conÞ dently.  Beat out the rhythm on different parts of the 
body e.g. tap your knees, nod your head, wriggle your nose, stamp your feet � all carried 
out quietly and as rhythmically as possible.

- Once the children feel secure with echoing simple rhythms, they will be in a better position 
to master a variety of percussion instruments.  In a musically alert class it may eventually 
be possible to divide the class into groups to beat out their own different rhythms 
simultaneously.

Words rhythms   Clap the children�s own names

    (. = clap)

   .            . .           . . .
       John                                  Mary                                 Anthony

 
Clap some place names
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.  .    . .
Armagh       Belfast

   ...        . . . .    . .     .  .   .
      Aghalee            Ballinderry          Ardglass           Strangford Lough

a) Say the words and clap the rhythm several times.

b) Whisper the words and clap the rhythm several times.

c) Think the words and clap the rhythm several times.

- When children are made aware of the rhythmic patterns in both music and 
words they might eventually be conÞ dent enough to try to compose a tune to accompany 
their own songs or poems.

- Beating Time � choose a music tape or CD with a strong beat.  Encourage the 
children to: 

• Clap the beat (quietly).
• Pat the beat on their knees using both hands.
• Pat the beat using alternative hands.
• Stamp the beat using alternate feet.
• Walk or march to the beat while standing on the spot.
• Walk or march to the beat in a forward, backwards or sideways direction.

- Display a nursery rhyme on a board or large sheet of paper. Read it aloud and clap your 
hands to the rhythm.  Encourage the class to do the same.  Can you think of a different 
rhythm to the words?  Clap, stamp, nod, sway to the rhythm.

e.g.   Hickory, Dickory, Dock
      (clap       clap     clap)
    

   The   mouse   ran   up    the    clock
         (clap clap     clap  clap clap   clap)
         

    The   clock   struck one
         (clap clap)  (clap clap)
         
          The    mouse  ran    down
        (clap   clap)  (clap   clap)
   
          Hickory, Dickory, Dock
            (clap       clap     clap)

or

 Hickory,             Dickory,              Dock
     (clap-clap-clap   clap-clap-clap   clap   clap-clap)
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      The    mouse       ran  up                   the  clock
    (clap-clap-clap    clap-clap-clap       clap-clap clap-clap)

      The clock      struck  one
     (clap-clap      clap-clap)

      The mouse            ran down
     (clap-clap-clap     clap clap   clap clap)

       Hickory               Dickory               Dock
     (clap-clap-clap    clap-calp-calp    clap  clap clap)

- In PE hop, skip and jump in rhythm to a variety of stimuli e.g. as you clap at 
varying speeds; to music; to a drum beat; to a poem or song; to a skipping rhyme.

- Learn Bobby McManus�s song and do the actions.  Make up some new verses.

Northern Ireland Curriculum

Music

Composing Pupils should have opportunities to: explore and investigate 
ways of making sounds; develop memory skills and musical 
spontaneity; select sounds in response to a stimulus.

Performing Pupils should have opportunities to: develop an awareness of 
pulse and rhythm when singing and playing instruments.

Listening and Responding Pupils should have opportunities to: respond to rhymes and 
songs by using appropriate actions, movements or gestures; 
develop an awareness of pulse.

English

Talking and Listening  Pupils should be given opportunities to: 
explore stories, poems and songs,  recreating parts of them in 
art, drama and other expressive activities.

Reading Pupils should develop the ability to talk with the teacher 
about the ways in which language is written down, identifying 
phrases, words, patterns of letters and other features of written 
language.
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Cross-Curricular Links
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PPROGRAMME 3

MUSIC
rhythm
steady beat
composing

ENGLISH
words rhythms
word patterns
creative writing

HISTORY
old customs

PE
hop, skip and
jump in time


