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B B C Northern Ireland Learning One Potato,Two Potato Summer 2004

Letters and Words

Programme 1
by Sam McBratney

The fi rst of three programmes about words - how they are formed, how we choose them, what we 

can make them do.  This fi rst programme begins with the basic process of using letters as building 

blocks and putting them together to make sounds and words.  The alphabet is reinforced, and vowels 

are introduced.

Poem    Eddy’s Teddy

    Eddy had a teddy who was quite a pet,

    although.... he didn’t know the letters

    of the alphabet.

 Eddy said to teddy, “I know what I will do!

 I’ll teach you all the letters, and then

 you’ll know them too.”

 Teddy sat up straight, the way all pupils should,

 And Eddy said the alphabet

 as best he could.

 ABC and DEF, were they followed by a G?

 Then HIJK, and after that.....

 LMNOP?

 Then there was a silence.  Teddy listened on,

 but Eddy’s mouth was open

 in a mighty yawn.

 Saying all those letters was a bit like counting sheep,

 Before he got to XYZ

 Eddy fell asleep.

 Eddy has a teddy who is his very favourite pet -

 Although he still can’t say the letters

 of the alphabet.

        by Sam McBratney

(this song can be sung to the tune of Miss Polly Had a Dolly - with adjustments here and there)
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Story  

LEMONOP  By Sam McBratney

    Published by: Darling Kindersley Ltd 

Holly went to her bookshelf and picked out one of her favourite books.  It had really nice pictures.  

And...she had a good idea for a game.  “Mummy,” she said, “will you play 

Lemono P’, with me?”......

  

After the programme

words for discussion:-  alphabet; vowel.  

-  ‘Sing’ the alphabet in rhythm - it goes roughly to the tune of Baa Baa Black Sheep!

-  Write the alphabet on the board, and try to sing it backwards.

-  Go on a ‘letter hunt’ round the school - spot all the places letters are displayed, on signs, 

    notices, doors, posters, traffi c warnings in the school grounds etc.  Older children could put 

    them into categories.

-  Do some work on vowels.  Spot vowels in your own name, in a short text on the board etc.

-  Make ABC books.  Think of an illustration to go with each letter.  Each child could 

    make one page, then staple the whole book together and present it to your reception class.

-  Play Chinese Whispers.  (Holly thought LMNOP sounded like Lemono P).  Sit in a circle 

and each child tries to pass on a whispered phrase or message to his neighbour.

N.B.  See programmes 2 and 3 for more suggestions

Story comprehension

• Who was chopping carrots with a chipper-chopper knife?  (Mummy)

• Who was reading the paper?  (Dad)

• Who was talking on the telephone?  (Aunty Betty)

• Who was watering his plants?  (Grandpa)

• Who was playing in his pirate ship?  (Holly’s brother Joe)

• What was the name of Holly’s dog?  (Wellington)

• What was Lemono P?

Northern Ireland Curriculum

English
Talking and Listening:  Pupils should have opportunities to: express thoughts, feelings  

   and opinions in response to personal experiences, literature,  

   media and cross-curricular topics or activities e.g. respond to an  

   educational broadcast.
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Reading: Pupils should develop the ability to: talk with the teacher about  

  the ways in which language is written down, identifying   

  phrases,  words, patterns of letters and other features of written  

  language.

Writing: Pupils should develop the ability to: make use of the names and  

  order of the letters of the alphabet.

Cross-Curricular Links


