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B B C Northern Ireland Learning

Summer 2003 Teacher's Notes

Age 5 - 7
Key Stage 1

RADIO

One Potato, Two PotatoOne Potato, Two Potato

BBC Radio Ulster
Medium Wave 1341 kHz

North West 792 kHZ
Enniskillen 673 kHZ

Tuesday 1105 - 1120
From 29 April -

25 March     

Series Producer: 
Bernagh Brims

The series provides a training ground for the development 
of listening skills in P1-P3 pupils.  Using a mixture 
of story, song, rhyme, discussion, poetry and music, 
all locally based, the programmes are designed to 
encourage careful and constructive listening, to stimulate 
the imagination of young children and to extend their 
awareness of their own environment and heritage.

        

1.   Rocks and Stones    29 April
2.   Sand              6 May
3.   Textures      13 May
4.   Charlie Cheesy Grin    20 May
5.   Seal Rescue     27 May
6.   The Monster in Lough Neagh    3 June

  

Presenters Michael McDowell and Libby Smyth

Northern Ireland Curriculum

 The series may be used to support the three main areas of study in English, Mathematics  
 and Science at Key Stage 1.

 The series will also assist with music, history, geography and cross-curricular themes.  
 These will include cultural heritage, education for mutual understanding and health 
 education.

 Programmes
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Tape Recording

 Where possible, it would be an advantage to tape-record programmes.  By using the pause  
 button sections of the broadcast can be discussed leading to greater understanding or   
 appreciation.  Many of the songs are very attractive and the children may well want to learn  
 them or hear them again.

After the Broadcast

 Each programme will offer material for discussion.  Some suggestions for further follow-up  
 activities are given in the Teacher’s Notes or are made during the broadcasts. Teachers might  
 like to consider covering some or all of the following aspects after the programme.

 • Discussion and/or recall of broadcast.
 • Re-tell the story.
 • Art or craft work.
 • Topic or project work
 • Singing songs/repeating rhymes.
 • Number work.
 • Drama/acting the story/role play.
 • Written work.

 Material from the children in the way of stories, songs, poems, drawings or letters will always be  
 welcomed and acknowledged.

 Teacher’s views too are very important, and we value your opinion on how the series works in  
 the classroom.

 To help us plan future programmes, please send your comments, information, criticism, or  
 suggestions to:

   The Producer
   One Potato, Two Potato
   BBC Broadcasting House
   Belfast
   BT2 8HQ

   Or e-mail us at: education.ni@bbc.co.uk

 A series provided by the BBC at the request of the Educational Broadcasting Council for   
 Northern Ireland.
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Programme 1
by Ann Burnett

 A programme to increase awareness of the variety of rocks and minerals found, and some of  
 the uses made of them.

 NB  Providing a collection in the classroom of different sorts of stones would be useful.

Poems    Toss a Pebble

     Toss a pebble,
     Toss a pebble,
     Toss a pebble low -
     See how far you can make it go.
     Splish, splash, one, two, three,
     Bouncing away far out to sea.
 
     Toss a pebble,
     Toss a pebble,
     Toss a pebble high -
     See if you can reach the sky.
     Whish, whoosh, up it goes
     Where it’ll land, no-one knows.

     Toss a pebble,
     Toss a pebble,
     Toss a pebble far -
     See if you can reach a star.
     Whee, whiz into the night,
     Gone for ever, out of sight.
         Rowena Love

     An Emerald is as Green as Grass

     An emerald is as green as grass;
     A ruby red as blood;
     A sapphire shines as blue as heaven;
     A fl int lies in the mud.

     A diamond is a brilliant stone,
     To catch the world’s desire;
     An opal holds a fi ery spark;
     But a fl int holds fi re.
         Christina Rossetti

29 April 
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Story    

 Have you ever heard of the story of the giant Finn McCool and how he built the Giant’s   
 Causeway and scared away the Scottish giant by pretending to be a huge baby in a cot?  But  
 you know it’s not true don’t you?  No, it’s not true at all.  Finn McCool never did anything like  
 that at all.  It was his wee sister Fiona.....

       
Song

  The Wise Man and the Foolish Man
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  verse 2.  The foolish man built his house upon the sand,
     The foolish man built his house upon the sand,
     The foolish man built his house upon the sand,
     And the rain came tumbling down.
  The rain came down and the fl oods came up,
  The rain came down and the fl oods came up,
     The rain came down and the fl oods came up,
      And the house on the sand fell fl at.

 The Giant’s Causeway  is an amazing group of basalt columns leading from below the cliff  
 and disappearing under the sea.  Similar columns are found in the Hebrides, hence the legend  
 that this was a roadway built by McCool from Ireland to Scotland.

 The stones were formed sixty million years ago by cooling and shrinking of molten lava from  
 a huge volcanic eruption.  Most of the causeway stones are six sided, but some are four, fi ve,  
 seven and eight sided.

After the programme

words for discussion:- volcano; causeway; to have a tantrum; a ‘clod’ of earth; bird watching; to 
‘toss’ a pebble; quarry; graphite (in a pencil); nickel and copper (money); aluminium; re-cycle; talc.

-   Has anyone in the class visited the Giant’s Causeway?  Describe what it is like.
-   Draw the causeway shaped stones on the board, and show how they are ‘like a 50p piece’.
     NB most causeway stones are six sided but some have four, fi ve, seven or eight sides.
-   Look for a picture of a volcano, and describe what happens.
-   Bring in a variety of types of stones, and discuss their colour, texture and weight.  Name 
     one or two commonly found ones e.g. granite.
-   Go on a walk round the playground and list things made from rocks and minerals or their
     derivatives e.g. buildings of brick or stone, slate roofs, paving stones, concrete. 
-   Collect lists, or make a collage of everyday items made from rocks and minerals e.g. money
     tin or aluminium cans, coal, graphite for pencils, jewellery, gold and silver.
-   Talk about quarrying or mining.  Is there any in your area?
-   What sort of girl was Finn McCool’s wee sister Fiona?  Talk about children who demand 
     their own way and throw tantrums!  
-   The story would be ideal for acting out in the classroom. 

Story comprehension

• What was Finn McCool’s wee sister called? (Fiona)
• What was she like?
• What did Finn like doing?  (fi shing)
• How did Fiona reach Scotland?  (she build a causeway out of her special black ‘bricks’)
• Who did she meet?  (a Scottish giant, McGregor)
• What did he like doing best?  (birdwatching)
• What happened to Fiona’s causeway? (she threw all her bricks to McGregor to play catch)

•   Where did McGregor send her?  (to Land’s End)
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Northern Ireland Curriculum

 
 Science   
 Carrying out   Pupils should be given opportunities to: make 
 and Making:  observations noting similarities and differences; 
     record observations in a simple form.

 Properties:   Pupils should be given opportunities to: fi nd out some
     everyday uses of materials; investigate similarities
     and differences in materials and objects and sort them
     according to their properties.

 Geography
 Homes and Buildings: Pupils should have opportunities to learn about: the
     variety of different buildings in the local area and their
     purpose.

 The Natural   Pupils should have opportunities to learn about:
 Environment:  materials in the natural environment; some common
     landscape features.

 English
 Talking and Listening: Pupils should have opportunities to: listen to and tell and 
     retell stories, based on personal experiences, imagination
     and literature.

 Reading:   Pupils should have opportunities to: explore familiar 
     stories and other simple texts with the teacher, using
     drama, art and discussion to focus on distinctive
     features.

 Writing:   Pupils should have opportunities to: express thoughts;
     feelings and imaginings; present ideas and information.

 Maths
 Shape and Space:  Pupils should have opportunities to: name 2D and 3D 
     shapes and describe these shapes using mathematical
     language.
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Cross-Curricular Links
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Programme 2 
By Pam Ramage

 Following on from last week’s broadcast about rocks, this programme looks at sand, how it is  
 formed and some of its uses.

 NB Providing a collection in the classroom of a variety of seashells would be an advantage.

Poems     
      Waves

    Have you watched waves spilling onto shore
    In a swash of foamy white?
    Have you felt them swirl around your toes
    And laughed in sheer delight.

    Have you heard the gentle swishing sound,
    As waves wash stone and shingle?
    Have you listened to the music that they make,
    As among the seashells they mingle?

    Have you watched wild waves come storming in
    Like monsters, dark and grey?
    With a booming sound, they crash and pound
    The rocks, with fl ying spray.

    Have you seen the sparkle of sunbeams,
    As they dance on waves of blue?
    Close your eyes and just imagine,
    That you’re there, dancing too.
         Pam Ramage

      Footprints

    I left my footprint on the sand
    and watched them follow me,
    For every place that I had gone
    I saw them by the sea.
    But when the tide came in, it washed
    my footprints all away,
    And left no trace of them upon
    the sand I trod today.
         John Travers Moore   
    

6 May
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Story

Forrest, a little brown frog, sets off from his home beside the river Bann, to fi nd out what the seaside 
is like.

Song

    On the Seashore
    (to the tune of ‘What Shall we do with the Drunken Sailor)

    What shall we do when we’re on the seashore?
    What shall we do when we’re on the seashore?
    What shall we do when we’re on the seashore?
    On a summer’s day.

    Play with our beach ball on the sand,
    Play with our beach ball on the sand, 
    Play with our beach ball on the sand,
    On a summer’s day.

    Make sand pies or swim in the sea,
    Make sand pies or swim in the sea,
    Make sand pies or swim in the sea,
    On a summer’s day.

    Fish in rock pools, or gather seashells,
    Fish in rock pools, or gather seashells,
    Fish in rock pools, or gather seashells,
    On a summer’s day.

    Eat some ice-cream to keep us cool,
    Eat some ice-cream to keep us cool,
    Eat some ice-cream to keep us cool,
    On a summer’s day.

         words Pam Ramage
 

After the programme

words for discussion: seashells; backwash; sand dune; lugworms; desert.

- Everyone in the class will have visited the seashore.  Ask for some descriptions of a good     
 day, an exciting day, a scary day, an interesting day, a wet day etc.
- If possible, look at a variety of seashells.  (Some children might not be aware that they were  
 originally homes for some sea creatures).
- Look at sand closely.  Observe the tiny stones from which it is formed, and the varieties of colour  
 and texture.
- Bring in some sandpaper, describe how it works.
- Talk about how sand is formed – by erosion, or by deposit of a river.
- Have the children seen any sand dunes?
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- Talk about other sandy places, such as deserts.
- Talk about making footprints, in sand (or snow).  Provide a box of damp sand and try making a  
 variety of footprints with different shoes.
- Put some damp sand around a bird table, and see if you can see some bird prints.
- Talk about some products made using sand e.g. glass and concrete.
- The seaside provides us with some popular tongue twisters to try e.g. Sally sells seashells by the  
 seashore; swan swam over the sea; round the ragged rock the ragged rascal ran.
-   In PE, imitate the movements of some sea creatures e.g. scuttle sideways like a crab; fl y like a  
    seagull, fl apping their arms and then soar upwards with the arms close by their sides; tunnel and        
    wiggle on the ground like a lugworm.
 

Northern Ireland Curriculum

 Science
 Properties: Pupils should be given opportunities to: work with a
  range of everyday materials in a variety of activities; 
                                  explore the properties of materials including shape, 
  colour, texture and behaviour.

 Geography
 The Natural Environment: Pupils should have opportunities to learn about: materials 
  in the natural environment; some common landscape 
  features.

 English
 Talking and Listening: Pupils should have opportunities to: express thoughts,

feelings and opinions in response to personal experiences, 
literature and media.

 Reading: Pupils should have opportunities to: listen to and 
  understand a range of texts which are read aloud,    
  including those presented on tape or radio.

 PE
 Gymnastics Pupils should have opportunities to: explore a range of
  movement skills; develop body awareness through
  movement.
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Cross-Curricular Links
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Programme 3
By Barbara Gray

 A look at all sorts of textures e.g. sticky, smooth, soft, prickly, bumpy, knobbly – and relating  
 them to music particularly soft smooth music, and ‘prickly’ bouncy music.  A wide variety of  
 examples and styles will be played.

Poems      
      Textures
   
      Kittens’ coats are soft and smooth,
   Their furry bodies are wriggly.
   Hedgehogs’ coats aren’t soft to touch –
   like pins and needles, they’re prickly.
   Pebbles are lovely and smooth to touch,
   with gently rounded edges.
   And when you pick a seashell up,
      you feel its little ridges.
        
         Barbara Gray

      
      Snow

      Feathery soft and quiet, the snow;
   It covers the road
   and the walk
   and the rooftops
   and whispers to the world:
      shhh!

         Margaret Moore
 
Story

 Paula explained how she could imagine what things were like when people described them  
 to her.  And she told Linzi how she could feel the texture of things and know what they were.   
 Linzi thought it was a pity that Paula couldn’t see the sand and the foamy waves and the  
 rockpools, but she began to realise that she herself didn’t always pay much attention to how  
 things felt, because she could see them.

Music
               Some examples played      
       

       Fee Dragee (Waltz of the Snowfl akes) – Tchaikovsky

13 May
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       The Memory of Trees – Enya
       Russlan and Ludmilla – Glinka
       Die Fledermouse – Johann Struss
       Violin Concerto in D major – Tchaikovsky
       The Tea-House Moon – Enya
       ‘Barcarole’ from The Tales of Hoffman – Offenbach
       Poet and Peasant – Suppe
      Pulsus (a River of Sound) – M Mercier

After the programme

words for discussion:-  texture; spine (a hedgehog); ‘ridged’ seashells; jaggy edges; to be blind; 
gritty texture (sand).

- Make a ‘feely’ box.  Prepare a cardboard box with two holes for hands and let the children 
 identify hidden objects – it can be more than a simple guessing game.  Ask them to 
 consider texture, smoothness, stickiness, roughness, etc., shape, and properties (such as
 temperature, hollowness, will it break, will it bounce, etc.)
- Make a ‘feely’ collage by glueing a selection of textures onto cardboard (piece of sandpaper,  
 feathers, variety of cloth, corrugated cardboard, cotton wool, etc.)
-   Discuss what some textures make you feel like (ie. fur – warm and cosy, feathers – tickly 
    and funny, etc.)
-   List objects which are pleasant/unpleasant to touch.
-   Write up a list of textures with different properties and ask the class to match them with an
    example e.g. knobbly – Lego, soft – cotton wool, sharp – pin.
-   Once the idea has been established that music too has a texture, play any samples and 
 discuss what it sounds like e.g. smooth, bumpy, prickly etc. (it is best to avoid soft, which 
 will be confused with quiet – in this activity we are looking for the mood of the music 
 rather than its loudness)
- Replay this programme and discuss the music played.  Do the class agree with Libby and
 Michael which music is smooth and which rough and bumpy?
-   Ask the children to try and describe such words as sticky or knobbly.  What do those 
     textures feel like?
-   Talk about what it would be like to be blind.
-   Use a blindfold and identify other children by touch.
-   Blindfold small groups of children and let them place an article of clothing (or a pair of 
    shoes) in a box and try to identify their own by touch.
-   One child chooses a position (e.g standing on one leg, arms crossed, etc.) and his 
    blindfolded partner tries to ‘feel’ his position and copy it.  Remove the blindfold and let
    him see if he is right.

Story Comprehension

• When Linzi fi rst waved to Paula, why did she not wave back?  (she was blind)
• How did Paula know what things were?  (by touch)

      • Think of some of the things on the beach the girls ‘felt’ (gritty sand, smooth water, knobbly  
 shells, slimy seaweed, sticky chocolate, soft towels, smooth pebbles, rough shingle)

Textures One Potato, Two Potato Summer 2003
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Northern Ireland Curriculum

 Music
 Listening and   Pupils should have opportunities to: respond 
 Responding:  imaginatively to a variety of short pieces of music;
     think and talk about the features and effects of the 
     music they create, perform and listen to.

 PSHE    Pupils should have opportunities to talk about: 
 through English: themselves and others – their growth, their senses, their
     similarities and differences.

 English
 Talking and Listening: Pupils should have opportunities to describe and talk
     about real and imaginary experiences and about people,
     places, things and events.

 Science
 Carrying Out   Pupils should be given opportunities to: make 
 and Making:  observations using their senses e.g. describe objects
     in a ‘feely box’ using terms such as bumpy, soft,
     hard or pointy; make observations noting similarities
     and differences.
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Cross Curricular Links
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Programme 4
By Helena Sheridan
 
 A programme to emphasise the importance of caring for your teeth, as a follow-up to ‘National  
 Smile Week’ 12 – 18 May.

Poem     What Makes You Smile?
                  

      What makes you smile?  A red balloon?
   A circus clown?  Or silly tune?
   A picnic on a sunny day,
   A puppy dog that wants to play?
   What makes you smile?

   Do you like Christmas when it snows?
   And parcels wrapped with pretty bows?
   Or are you happy at the zoo?
   To watch the monkeys smiling too? 
   What makes you smile?

   Playing football, fl ying kites,
   Ferris wheels or fairy lights,
   Birthday treats or brand new shoes,
   There’s so many things to choose,
      What makes you smile?

Story                        Helena Sheridan

 In the tiny village of Floss everyone was very friendly.  Everyone smiled.  Even the cats and  
 dogs smiled, because they all had sparkling, clean, white teeth.

 But one little boy, called Charlie didn’t want to smile.  His teeth were very grey and dull   
 because he never brushed them……That is until, he met the D.K. Monster!
      

Song
   Have You Brushed Your Teeth Today?

 verse 1   Have you brushed your teeth today?
    Brushing plaque and germs away,
    If you don’t want tooth decay.
    You’d better brush your teeth!

 chorus   Brush, brush, brush, every morning, every night,
    Brush your teeth to keep them clean and bright.

20 May
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 verse 2   If you’ve had a sugary treat,
    Toffee chew or caramel sweet,
    Lots of chocolate to eat,
    You’d better brush your teeth! 

 chorus   Brush, brush, brush, etc.,

 verse 3   Take your toothbrush from the rack
    And cover it with paste,
    Then swirl the brush inside your mouth,
    You’ll love the minty taste.

 chorus   Brush, brush, brush, every morning, every night,
    Brush your teeth to keep them clean and bright.
         words Helena Sheridan
 

After the programme

words for discussion:- a check-up; plague; enamel; ivory; a fi lling; ‘milk’ teeth; tug or war; tooth 
decay.

-   Discuss the rules for good dental health: Brush your teeth at least twice a day (preferably 
 with fl uoride toothpaste). Cut down on how often you have sugary snacks and 
 drinks (better to have them with a meal or at one time rather than spread out throughout 
 the day).  Visit the dentist twice a year.
-   Explain how sugar ‘attacks’ the enamel which coats our teeth and if it is not brushed off,
 holes (decay) occur.
-   Loosing milk teeth is not to be confused with bad teeth!  Reassure the children how and 
    why this happens.
-   Make two charts for the classroom wall, showing harmful or  benefi cial foods for
  healthy teeth.  (The children could collect magazine pictures, or food wrappers,
  and sort them into ‘good and bad’ piles).
  Some ‘good’ foods – nuts, apples, cheese, celery, carrots or any crunchy raw fruit or vegetables.
     Crisps and corn snacks etc., are less damaging to teeth but contain high levels of salt and fat, and  
 are therefore not so good for general health.
 ‘Harmful’ foods – sweets, chocolate, biscuits, buns, cake, ice-cream, sweet fi zzy drinks.
-   Have a tooth cleaning session asking the class to bring in their own brushes.  Provide a mirror.

Correct brushing:- A gentle scrub method of tooth brushing is the most effective and most easily 
taught.

1. Use a small toothbrush, for ease of access.
2. Place the bristles of the brush against the neck of the tooth and use short sideways strokes 

(horizontal) to dislodge plaque and food particles from around teeth and gums.
3. Emphasis should be placed on small movements and gentle pressure.
4. Brush systematically around the mouth cleaning the fronts and back of all the teeth – top and 

bottom.

-   Visit the National Smile Week website at www.nationalsmileweek.org.uk
-   Read the ‘What Makes You Smile’ poem again – and ask the children to list what
    makes them smile.
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-   Organise a ‘Smile’ competition!  Vote for the best ‘cheesy grin’ in the class.
-   Draw Charlie Cheesy Grin after he is rescued from the DK Monster.
-   Extend a project on teeth to include animals.
 • It is a good idea to train a dog from an early age to have its teeth cleaned – they can

 get tooth decay too!
 • An elephant’s teeth are its tusks i.e. outside the mouth.
 •  Snakes’ teeth are called fangs – in some types of snake the fangs fi ll up with poison.

Story Comprehension

• Why were Charlie’s teeth grey and dull?  (he never brushed them)
• What did he love eating?  (sweets)
• What did Charlie fi nd in the middle of the road?  (a tin box with wishing box written on the lid)
• What did Charlie wish for?  (caramels)
• What happened when he ate them all?  (tooth ache)
• Describe the DK Monster.  (big and ugly with two huge fangs and a very loud voice)
• How did DK try to take Charlie’s tooth?  (caught it with a rope, like a lasso)
• Who saved him?  (his mummy and his friends)
• Now that Charlie brushes his teeth every day, what does everyone call him? (Charlie Cheesy Grin)

Northern Ireland Curriculum
 
 Science
 Living Things:
 Ourselves Pupils should be given opportunities to: develop ideas
  about how to keep healthy, through exercise, diet, personal
  hygiene etc.

 English
 Talking and Listening: Pupils should have opportunities to: listen to and retell 
  stories based on personal experiences, imagination and
  literature.

 Reading: Pupils should have opportunities to: explore simple
  texts with the teacher, using drama, art and discussion
  to focus on distinctive features.
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Cross Curricular Links

Charlie Cheesey Grin One Potato, Two Potato Summer 2003
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Programme 5
by Libby Bennett
 A programme all about seals.  The story tells of the rescue of an injured baby seal, who is  
 taken from Rathlin to the Seal Sanctuary at Exploris, in Portaferry.  His name is Roan, the Irish  
 for seal.

Song
  Home from the Sea
  
  On a cold winter’s night,
  With the storm at its height,
  The lifeboat answered the call.
  They pitched and they tossed,
  Till we thought they were lost,
  As we watched from the harbour wall.
  Tho’ the night was pitch black,
  There was no turning back,
  For someone was waiting there.
  But each volunteer,
  Had to live with his fear,
  As they joined in a silent prayer.

  Carry us
  Home, home, home from the sea.
  Angels of mercy answer our plea
  And carry us
  Home, home, home from the sea,
  Carry us safely home from the sea.

  As they battled their way,
  Past the mouth of the bay,
  It was blowing like never before.
  As they gallantly fought,
  Everyone of them thought
  Of loved ones back on the shore.
  Then a fl icker of light,
  And they knew they were right,
  There she was on the crest of a wave
  ‘She’s an old fi shing boat
  And she’s barely afl oat
  Please God there are souls we can save’.

  And carry us
  Home, home, home from the sea.
  Angels of mercy answer our plea
  And carry us
  Home, home, home from the sea,
  Carry us safely home from the sea.

27 May
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  And back in the town 
  On a street that runs down
  To the sea and the harbour wall.
  They had gathered in pairs
  At the foot of the stairs.
  To wait for the radio call.
  And just before dawn,
  When all hope was gone,
  Came a hush and a faraway sound,
  ‘Twas the coxswain he roared,
  ‘All survivors on board,
  Thank God and we’re homeward bound’
 
  To carry them
  Home, home, home from the sea.
  Angels or mercy answer our plea
  And carry us
  Home, home, home from the sea,
  Carry us safely home from the sea.

    Phil Coulter

Some Seal Information:  Seals are mammals.   There are two types found around our coast, grey 
seals and common or harbour seals, and among other places, there are large colonies at the mouth 
of Strangford Lough, Murlough Bay (in Co.Down) and Rathlin.

Grey seals have a horse-like head with a convex ‘Roman’ nose.  They give birth to a single pup 
on beaches or hidden sea caves from July to November.  They are born with a white coat and are 
nursed on their mother’s milk for around seventeen days before they learn to forage
on their own for fi sh at fi ve to six weeks old.

Common seals have a more dog-like face with the characteristic seal’s big eyes.  They have their 
pups on beaches and tidal sandfl ats from May to July.  The pups are much more active than the grey 
seal pups, learning to forage much earlier as they accompany their mother on short trips while she is 
still nursing.

The Seal Sanctuary at Exploris in Portaferry cares for injured or sick seal pups before rehabilitating 
them into the wild.  They have a wealth of information available to schools, and also welcome school 
visits.  For further information, contact the Education Offi cer, Andrew O’Neill at 02842748062

After the Programme

words for discussion:- seal ‘colony’; lifeboat; distress rocket; fl ipper; sanctuary; injured.

-   Provide a picture of a seal, if possible.  Look at its shape and how its body is streamlined
    for mobility in the water. NB adult seals can stay under water for up to half an hour.
- Talk about lifeboats.
-   A baby seal is called a pup.  Do a project on the names of other baby animals.
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Story Comprehension

• What was the baby seal called?  (Roan)
• How about his mother?  (Taisie)
• What colour was his fur?  (white)
• What did the fi sherman do when their boat was sinking?  (fi re a distress rocket)
• Where did the life boat come from?  (Portrush)
• How did Roan become injured?  (he was washed out of the cave by a huge wave, and tore his 

fl ipper on a sharp rock)
• Who rescued him?  (the lifeboat captain and crew)
•   Where did they take him?  (Exploris Seal Sanctury)

Northern Ireland Curriculum

 Science
 Living Things: Pupils should be given opportunities to: fi nd out about 
  animals and their young; fi nd out about some animals, 
  including how they grow, feed, move and use their 
  senses.

 Geography
 The Natural Pupils should have opportunities to learn about: some 
 Environment: animals from their local area.

 English
 Talking and Listening: Pupils should have opportunities to: describe and talk 
  about real and imaginary experiences, and about people,
  places, things and events.
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Programme 6
by Sam McBratney

 There are monsters in this weeks programme which tells of some amazing adventures when  
 Nessie, the wild monster from Scotland, came to visit her peaceful cousin in Lough Neagh.   
 Never heard of him?  That’s what the children in Ballymascullion Primary School, on the  
 shores of Lough Neagh thought.  Until one of the monsters hung a wheelbarrow up a tree, left  
 its footprints in wet cement, and stole their bicycle shed……
 
Story

  In the morning, Noblett was very cross.  “People will get to know about us,” he said loudly.   
  “They’re not stupid, they know when their washing is missing.  They know their hay bales have  
  been eaten. When they look up and see wheelbarrows growing on trees they are going to  
  come looking for us.”

  “Don’t be so grumpy, Nobby, it was only  a bit of fun,” said Nessie, “I can’t sit around twiddling  
  my toes all day.  Don’t you ever do anything interesting?”

       
After the programme

words for discussion:- cave; thatched cottage; windsurfer; wheelbarrow; bicycle shed; to be a 
‘nervous wreck’; hay bale; an ambush.

-  There are lots of ideas in today’s story for illustration and art work.  Children love monsters and 
will enjoy picturing Noblett and Nessie or making models.

-  A project on real ‘monsters’ is always popular.  Choose any sort of dinosaur or large reptile.
-  Nessie and Noblett had different interests and had different personalities.  Talk about the things 

people in the class like doing.  List pursuits and decide if they are quiet activities you can do on 
your own, or more active and social pursuits e.g. reading, skate boarding, collecting something 
Irish dancing.

-  Nessie annoyed Noblett.  What do the children do if someone annoys them?  Choose some  
scenarios and see if their response changes according to the situation e.g. if the annoyance

  comes from a baby, an adult or an older sibling.
-  Can the children think of an occasion when they were annoying themselves.  What happened?
-  The children at Ballymascullion had resourceful ideas on how to trap a monster.  What might 

your class do if a monster visited your school?  (Lots of possibilities here for group activities and 
discussion, art work or individual writing).

Story Comprehension

• Where did Noblett live?  (In Lough Neagh)
• Where did his cousin Nessie come from?  (Lough Ness in Scotland)
• Describe what Nessie was like.  (wild and mischievous and noisy)
• Describe Noblett.  (quiet and well behaved)
• What school did Nessie visit?  (Ballymascullion Primary School)

3 June
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• What was the ‘big yellow creature’ in the school yard?  (a digger)
• Talk about some of the mischievous things Nessie did.
• What was Noblett’s main interest?  (gardening)
• What did Nessie steal for Noblett’s garden?  (the school bicycle shed)
• How did the Ballymascullion children try to trap Nessie?
• Who rescued her? (Noblett)
• Where did Nessie go in the end?  (home)
• And Noblett?  (to sleep for a hundred years in his cave at the bottom of Lough Neagh)

Northern Ireland Curriculum

 English
 Talking and Listening Pupils should have opportunities to: explore stories,
     poems and songs, recreating parts of them in art, 
     drama and other expressive activities; express 
     thoughts, feelings and opinions in response to 
     personal experience, literature and media etc.
 
 Art and Design  Pupils should have opportunities to: explore and
     respond to direct sensory experiences, and to 
     memory and imagination; experiment with and use 
     a range of materials, tools and processes; use 
     resource and reference materials to develop ideas.

Cross-Curricular Links
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