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B B C Northern Ireland Learning One Potato,Two Potato Summer 2003

Programme 6
by Sam McBratney

 There are monsters in this weeks programme which tells of some amazing adventures when  
 Nessie, the wild monster from Scotland, came to visit her peaceful cousin in Lough Neagh.   
 Never heard of him?  That’s what the children in Ballymascullion Primary School, on the  
 shores of Lough Neagh thought.  Until one of the monsters hung a wheelbarrow up a tree, left  
 its footprints in wet cement, and stole their bicycle shed……
 
Story

  In the morning, Noblett was very cross.  “People will get to know about us,” he said loudly.   
  “They’re not stupid, they know when their washing is missing.  They know their hay bales have  
  been eaten. When they look up and see wheelbarrows growing on trees they are going to  
  come looking for us.”

  “Don’t be so grumpy, Nobby, it was only  a bit of fun,” said Nessie, “I can’t sit around twiddling  
  my toes all day.  Don’t you ever do anything interesting?”

       
After the programme

words for discussion:- cave; thatched cottage; windsurfer; wheelbarrow; bicycle shed; to be a 
‘nervous wreck’; hay bale; an ambush.

-  There are lots of ideas in today’s story for illustration and art work.  Children love monsters and 
will enjoy picturing Noblett and Nessie or making models.

-  A project on real ‘monsters’ is always popular.  Choose any sort of dinosaur or large reptile.
-  Nessie and Noblett had different interests and had different personalities.  Talk about the things 

people in the class like doing.  List pursuits and decide if they are quiet activities you can do on 
your own, or more active and social pursuits e.g. reading, skate boarding, collecting something 
Irish dancing.

-  Nessie annoyed Noblett.  What do the children do if someone annoys them?  Choose some  
scenarios and see if their response changes according to the situation e.g. if the annoyance

  comes from a baby, an adult or an older sibling.
-  Can the children think of an occasion when they were annoying themselves.  What happened?
-  The children at Ballymascullion had resourceful ideas on how to trap a monster.  What might 

your class do if a monster visited your school?  (Lots of possibilities here for group activities and 
discussion, art work or individual writing).

Story Comprehension

• Where did Noblett live?  (In Lough Neagh)
• Where did his cousin Nessie come from?  (Lough Ness in Scotland)
• Describe what Nessie was like.  (wild and mischievous and noisy)
• Describe Noblett.  (quiet and well behaved)
• What school did Nessie visit?  (Ballymascullion Primary School)
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• What was the ‘big yellow creature’ in the school yard?  (a digger)
• Talk about some of the mischievous things Nessie did.
• What was Noblett’s main interest?  (gardening)
• What did Nessie steal for Noblett’s garden?  (the school bicycle shed)
• How did the Ballymascullion children try to trap Nessie?
• Who rescued her? (Noblett)
• Where did Nessie go in the end?  (home)
• And Noblett?  (to sleep for a hundred years in his cave at the bottom of Lough Neagh)

Northern Ireland Curriculum

 English
 Talking and Listening Pupils should have opportunities to: explore stories,
     poems and songs, recreating parts of them in art, 
     drama and other expressive activities; express 
     thoughts, feelings and opinions in response to 
     personal experience, literature and media etc.
 
 Art and Design  Pupils should have opportunities to: explore and
     respond to direct sensory experiences, and to 
     memory and imagination; experiment with and use 
     a range of materials, tools and processes; use 
     resource and reference materials to develop ideas.

Cross-Curricular Links
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