
http://www.bbc.co.uk/northernireland/education 20

B B C Northern Ireland Learning One Potato,Two Potato Summer 2003

Programme 5
by Libby Bennett
 A programme all about seals.  The story tells of the rescue of an injured baby seal, who is  
 taken from Rathlin to the Seal Sanctuary at Exploris, in Portaferry.  His name is Roan, the Irish  
 for seal.

Song
  Home from the Sea
  
  On a cold winter’s night,
  With the storm at its height,
  The lifeboat answered the call.
  They pitched and they tossed,
  Till we thought they were lost,
  As we watched from the harbour wall.
  Tho’ the night was pitch black,
  There was no turning back,
  For someone was waiting there.
  But each volunteer,
  Had to live with his fear,
  As they joined in a silent prayer.

  Carry us
  Home, home, home from the sea.
  Angels of mercy answer our plea
  And carry us
  Home, home, home from the sea,
  Carry us safely home from the sea.

  As they battled their way,
  Past the mouth of the bay,
  It was blowing like never before.
  As they gallantly fought,
  Everyone of them thought
  Of loved ones back on the shore.
  Then a fl icker of light,
  And they knew they were right,
  There she was on the crest of a wave
  ‘She’s an old fi shing boat
  And she’s barely afl oat
  Please God there are souls we can save’.

  And carry us
  Home, home, home from the sea.
  Angels of mercy answer our plea
  And carry us
  Home, home, home from the sea,
  Carry us safely home from the sea.
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  And back in the town 
  On a street that runs down
  To the sea and the harbour wall.
  They had gathered in pairs
  At the foot of the stairs.
  To wait for the radio call.
  And just before dawn,
  When all hope was gone,
  Came a hush and a faraway sound,
  ‘Twas the coxswain he roared,
  ‘All survivors on board,
  Thank God and we’re homeward bound’
 
  To carry them
  Home, home, home from the sea.
  Angels or mercy answer our plea
  And carry us
  Home, home, home from the sea,
  Carry us safely home from the sea.

    Phil Coulter

Some Seal Information:  Seals are mammals.   There are two types found around our coast, grey 
seals and common or harbour seals, and among other places, there are large colonies at the mouth 
of Strangford Lough, Murlough Bay (in Co.Down) and Rathlin.

Grey seals have a horse-like head with a convex ‘Roman’ nose.  They give birth to a single pup 
on beaches or hidden sea caves from July to November.  They are born with a white coat and are 
nursed on their mother’s milk for around seventeen days before they learn to forage
on their own for fi sh at fi ve to six weeks old.

Common seals have a more dog-like face with the characteristic seal’s big eyes.  They have their 
pups on beaches and tidal sandfl ats from May to July.  The pups are much more active than the grey 
seal pups, learning to forage much earlier as they accompany their mother on short trips while she is 
still nursing.

The Seal Sanctuary at Exploris in Portaferry cares for injured or sick seal pups before rehabilitating 
them into the wild.  They have a wealth of information available to schools, and also welcome school 
visits.  For further information, contact the Education Offi cer, Andrew O’Neill at 02842748062

After the Programme

words for discussion:- seal ‘colony’; lifeboat; distress rocket; fl ipper; sanctuary; injured.

-   Provide a picture of a seal, if possible.  Look at its shape and how its body is streamlined
    for mobility in the water. NB adult seals can stay under water for up to half an hour.
- Talk about lifeboats.
-   A baby seal is called a pup.  Do a project on the names of other baby animals.
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Story Comprehension

• What was the baby seal called?  (Roan)
• How about his mother?  (Taisie)
• What colour was his fur?  (white)
• What did the fi sherman do when their boat was sinking?  (fi re a distress rocket)
• Where did the life boat come from?  (Portrush)
• How did Roan become injured?  (he was washed out of the cave by a huge wave, and tore his 

fl ipper on a sharp rock)
• Who rescued him?  (the lifeboat captain and crew)
•   Where did they take him?  (Exploris Seal Sanctury)

Northern Ireland Curriculum

 Science
 Living Things: Pupils should be given opportunities to: fi nd out about 
  animals and their young; fi nd out about some animals, 
  including how they grow, feed, move and use their 
  senses.

 Geography
 The Natural Pupils should have opportunities to learn about: some 
 Environment: animals from their local area.

 English
 Talking and Listening: Pupils should have opportunities to: describe and talk 
  about real and imaginary experiences, and about people,
  places, things and events.
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