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B B C Northern Ireland Learning

Summer 2003 Teacher's Notes

Age 5 - 7
Key Stage 1

RADIO

One Potato, Two PotatoOne Potato, Two Potato

BBC Radio Ulster
Medium Wave 1341 kHz

North West 792 kHZ
Enniskillen 673 kHZ

Tuesday 1105 - 1120
From 29 April -

25 March     

Series Producer: 
Bernagh Brims

The series provides a training ground for the development 
of listening skills in P1-P3 pupils.  Using a mixture 
of story, song, rhyme, discussion, poetry and music, 
all locally based, the programmes are designed to 
encourage careful and constructive listening, to stimulate 
the imagination of young children and to extend their 
awareness of their own environment and heritage.

        

1.   Rocks and Stones    29 April
2.   Sand              6 May
3.   Textures      13 May
4.   Charlie Cheesy Grin    20 May
5.   Seal Rescue     27 May
6.   The Monster in Lough Neagh    3 June

  

Presenters Michael McDowell and Libby Smyth

Northern Ireland Curriculum

 The series may be used to support the three main areas of study in English, Mathematics  
 and Science at Key Stage 1.

 The series will also assist with music, history, geography and cross-curricular themes.  
 These will include cultural heritage, education for mutual understanding and health 
 education.

 Programmes
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Tape Recording

 Where possible, it would be an advantage to tape-record programmes.  By using the pause  
 button sections of the broadcast can be discussed leading to greater understanding or   
 appreciation.  Many of the songs are very attractive and the children may well want to learn  
 them or hear them again.

After the Broadcast

 Each programme will offer material for discussion.  Some suggestions for further follow-up  
 activities are given in the Teacher’s Notes or are made during the broadcasts. Teachers might  
 like to consider covering some or all of the following aspects after the programme.

 • Discussion and/or recall of broadcast.
 • Re-tell the story.
 • Art or craft work.
 • Topic or project work
 • Singing songs/repeating rhymes.
 • Number work.
 • Drama/acting the story/role play.
 • Written work.

 Material from the children in the way of stories, songs, poems, drawings or letters will always be  
 welcomed and acknowledged.

 Teacher’s views too are very important, and we value your opinion on how the series works in  
 the classroom.

 To help us plan future programmes, please send your comments, information, criticism, or  
 suggestions to:

   The Producer
   One Potato, Two Potato
   BBC Broadcasting House
   Belfast
   BT2 8HQ

   Or e-mail us at: education.ni@bbc.co.uk

 A series provided by the BBC at the request of the Educational Broadcasting Council for   
 Northern Ireland.
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Programme 1
by Ann Burnett

 A programme to increase awareness of the variety of rocks and minerals found, and some of  
 the uses made of them.

 NB  Providing a collection in the classroom of different sorts of stones would be useful.

Poems    Toss a Pebble

     Toss a pebble,
     Toss a pebble,
     Toss a pebble low -
     See how far you can make it go.
     Splish, splash, one, two, three,
     Bouncing away far out to sea.
 
     Toss a pebble,
     Toss a pebble,
     Toss a pebble high -
     See if you can reach the sky.
     Whish, whoosh, up it goes
     Where it’ll land, no-one knows.

     Toss a pebble,
     Toss a pebble,
     Toss a pebble far -
     See if you can reach a star.
     Whee, whiz into the night,
     Gone for ever, out of sight.
         Rowena Love

     An Emerald is as Green as Grass

     An emerald is as green as grass;
     A ruby red as blood;
     A sapphire shines as blue as heaven;
     A fl int lies in the mud.

     A diamond is a brilliant stone,
     To catch the world’s desire;
     An opal holds a fi ery spark;
     But a fl int holds fi re.
         Christina Rossetti

29 April 



http://www.bbc.co.uk/northernireland/education 4

Rocks and Stones One Potato, Two Potato Summer 2003

Story    

 Have you ever heard of the story of the giant Finn McCool and how he built the Giant’s   
 Causeway and scared away the Scottish giant by pretending to be a huge baby in a cot?  But  
 you know it’s not true don’t you?  No, it’s not true at all.  Finn McCool never did anything like  
 that at all.  It was his wee sister Fiona.....

       
Song

  The Wise Man and the Foolish Man
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  verse 2.  The foolish man built his house upon the sand,
     The foolish man built his house upon the sand,
     The foolish man built his house upon the sand,
     And the rain came tumbling down.
  The rain came down and the fl oods came up,
  The rain came down and the fl oods came up,
     The rain came down and the fl oods came up,
      And the house on the sand fell fl at.

 The Giant’s Causeway  is an amazing group of basalt columns leading from below the cliff  
 and disappearing under the sea.  Similar columns are found in the Hebrides, hence the legend  
 that this was a roadway built by McCool from Ireland to Scotland.

 The stones were formed sixty million years ago by cooling and shrinking of molten lava from  
 a huge volcanic eruption.  Most of the causeway stones are six sided, but some are four, fi ve,  
 seven and eight sided.

After the programme

words for discussion:- volcano; causeway; to have a tantrum; a ‘clod’ of earth; bird watching; to 
‘toss’ a pebble; quarry; graphite (in a pencil); nickel and copper (money); aluminium; re-cycle; talc.

-   Has anyone in the class visited the Giant’s Causeway?  Describe what it is like.
-   Draw the causeway shaped stones on the board, and show how they are ‘like a 50p piece’.
     NB most causeway stones are six sided but some have four, fi ve, seven or eight sides.
-   Look for a picture of a volcano, and describe what happens.
-   Bring in a variety of types of stones, and discuss their colour, texture and weight.  Name 
     one or two commonly found ones e.g. granite.
-   Go on a walk round the playground and list things made from rocks and minerals or their
     derivatives e.g. buildings of brick or stone, slate roofs, paving stones, concrete. 
-   Collect lists, or make a collage of everyday items made from rocks and minerals e.g. money
     tin or aluminium cans, coal, graphite for pencils, jewellery, gold and silver.
-   Talk about quarrying or mining.  Is there any in your area?
-   What sort of girl was Finn McCool’s wee sister Fiona?  Talk about children who demand 
     their own way and throw tantrums!  
-   The story would be ideal for acting out in the classroom. 

Story comprehension

• What was Finn McCool’s wee sister called? (Fiona)
• What was she like?
• What did Finn like doing?  (fi shing)
• How did Fiona reach Scotland?  (she build a causeway out of her special black ‘bricks’)
• Who did she meet?  (a Scottish giant, McGregor)
• What did he like doing best?  (birdwatching)
• What happened to Fiona’s causeway? (she threw all her bricks to McGregor to play catch)

•   Where did McGregor send her?  (to Land’s End)
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Northern Ireland Curriculum

 
 Science   
 Carrying out   Pupils should be given opportunities to: make 
 and Making:  observations noting similarities and differences; 
     record observations in a simple form.

 Properties:   Pupils should be given opportunities to: fi nd out some
     everyday uses of materials; investigate similarities
     and differences in materials and objects and sort them
     according to their properties.

 Geography
 Homes and Buildings: Pupils should have opportunities to learn about: the
     variety of different buildings in the local area and their
     purpose.

 The Natural   Pupils should have opportunities to learn about:
 Environment:  materials in the natural environment; some common
     landscape features.

 English
 Talking and Listening: Pupils should have opportunities to: listen to and tell and 
     retell stories, based on personal experiences, imagination
     and literature.

 Reading:   Pupils should have opportunities to: explore familiar 
     stories and other simple texts with the teacher, using
     drama, art and discussion to focus on distinctive
     features.

 Writing:   Pupils should have opportunities to: express thoughts;
     feelings and imaginings; present ideas and information.

 Maths
 Shape and Space:  Pupils should have opportunities to: name 2D and 3D 
     shapes and describe these shapes using mathematical
     language.
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Cross-Curricular Links


