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Programme 6
15 February                                                                     Pam Ramage

A seasonal programme, touching on the signs of Spring, migration, hibernation, baby birds and growing 
plants.

Poems
 Slugs and Snails

 Slugs and snails creep from cracks
 Bumble bees buzz in ß owers,
 Caterpillars crawl along the wall,
 Ants shelter from spring showers.

 Hungry hedgehogs snufß e about,
 Butterß ies snooze in the sun,
 Birds chirp and sing the whole day long,
 Springtime has begun.

     By Pam Ramage

 Signs of Spring

 Under the ground in my little brown shell,
 Rain and sun will make me swell.

 A sharp green shoot is beginning to show,
 I think at last I�m beginning to grow.

 Slowly, slowly I�m getting tall,
 Watch out wind in case I fall.

 At my side are leaves of green,
 Long and thin with a bud between.

 Fat bud opens and petals unfold,
 Daffodil ß ower with a trumpet of gold.

     By Val Jeans-Jakobsson
Story

About Jenny and the jackdaw she befriended in her garden.
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 Wake Up
 (to the tune of Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star)

 Wake up, wake up, spring is here,
 Watch buds burst and ß owers appear,
 There goes swallows on the wing,
 Listen to the blackbird sing,
 Wake up, wake up, spring is here,
 Watch buds burst and ß owers appear.

 Lambs are gambolling on the hills,
 Dance with golden daffodils,
 Bees are buzzing, skies are blue,
 Feel the sun shine down on you.
 Wake up, wake up, spring is here,
 Watch buds burst and ß owers appear.

       words by Pam Ramage
After the Programme

words for discussion:- buds; blossom; lambs �gambol�; jackdaw; church steeple;

-   The programme will reinforce any of the usual Spring projects.  
     Migration.  Talk about the birds who return here in Spring from the warmer south, or 
     leave here to go north when it is not so cold there.
-   Talk about the signs that tell us Spring is coming � in towns and cities as well as the 
     countryside.
-   Learn the names of the four seasons, and the months of the year.
-   Bird recognition � how many do the class know?  Could a bird table be provided outside    
    the window?
-   Do any of the class have a budgie who can talk?
-   A project on baby birds, and nests.
-   Plant some seeds and keep a record of their growth, and the conditions they require.
-   Make Easter bonnets.

Jackdaws are smaller than a rook or a crow.  They are a blackish bird with a grey head, black cap and white 
eyes.  They have a distinctive �jack jack� call and feed on small insects and scraps.

Northern Ireland Curriculum

Weather Pupils should have opportunities to learn about the weather in their local area, 
changes in weather through the seasons and how weather affects people�s 
lives.

Geography 

The Natural Environment: Pupils should have opportunities to learn about some plants and 
    animals from their local area e.g. identify some animals that 
    hibernate or migrate.
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Science

Living Things
Ourselves:   Pupils should be given opportunities to: observe seasonal 
    changes and talk about how these affect themselves.

Animals and Plants:  Pupils should be given opportunities to: Þ nd out about
    the variety of animal and plant life; recognise and name 
    the main parts of a ß owering plant including root, stem, leaf
    and ß ower;  Þ nd out about animals and their young and how 
    they grow, feed, move and use their senses; Þ nd out ways in
    which animal and plant behaviour is inß uenced by seasonal
    changes e.g. buds opening in spring or hibernation and
    migration.

English

Talking and Listening: Pupils should have opportunities to: describe and talk about
    real and imaginary experiences and about people, places, things
    and events.

Cross-Curricular

PPROGRAMME 6

GEOGRAPHY
local plants and animals
migration
hibernation
weather

SCIENCE
seasonal changes
animals
plant growth

ENGLISH
discussion
comprehension

ART & DESIGN
make Easter bonnets
or other head gear
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