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What's The Time?

B B C Northern Ireland Schools One Potato, Two Potato Autumn 2006

Programme 6                               by Barbara Gray  
24 October

This weekʼs programme will be looking at ways in which we measure time, including musical time (counting 
rhythms) and past, present and future.

Poems

    Dandelion � Time Child

    Dandelion, dandelion,
    Dandelion ß ower.
    If I breathe upon thee
    Pray tell me the hour.

    Little child, little child,
    Little child I pray,
    Breathe but gently on me
    Lest you blow the time away.

       Gareth Owen

    When

    I didnʼt do it yesterday �
    Iʼll do it right away.
    But, when I come to think of it,
    Iʼd really rather play.

    I could do it tomorrow,
    For thatʼs another day,
    The past has gone, tomorrowʼs next �
    Today Iʼm going to play.

       Bernagh Brims

Story

Martin was very excited because it said on television that the clocks were to be put forward by one hour that 
night.

Stephen explained that this happened every year, so that the days would be lovely and long all summer, and it 
wouldn t̓ get dark so early.

�But how will the clocks know to move?� asked Martin.
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Song
Ten Minutes More by Barbara Gray

After the Programme

• Talk about some more clocks and timers we use e.g. on microwaves, videos, 
 cookers.
• Musical time � play a variety of music and encourage the children to clap or 
 beat in time (clap quietly so that the rhythm can be heard).  Many children can  
 do this naturally, some (and including adults) Þ nd it virtually impossible to
 feel a beat � practice helps!
• Time units: ask the class to choose suitable units to cover different events i.e.
 when do we use seconds, minutes, hours, days, weeks, months and years? 
 (e.g. Can we use minutes to tell how old we are?   Do we use weeks to time a
 race?)
• Talk about a favourite time of the day and explain why you like it.
• Bed time.  Do the children have certain rituals?  Is it hard to get a younger sibling � or themselves to  
      bed?
• As time passes, things begin to look old.  Discuss a favourite toy; how old is it?
• Do they remember when it was Þ rst given to them and what it looked like?  Has it become scratched,    
     broken, are there bits missing � or does it still look �as good as newʼ?  (new toys, become old toys).
• Discuss the Spring and Autumn �hour change  ̓as described in the story.
• Make a candle clock.  Measure the length of a candle before and after it has been burning for an hour.  
     Mark new candles, and use them to time things.
• Discuss sundials, sand and water clocks.
• Fold some paper in three and title each page past, present and future.  List the dayʼs or weekʼs events on 
     each page.  NB We know about the past and present � the future has to be prediction.
• Choose an article and study it as it was in the past, and as it is at present � think about or design a new 
     one for the future e.g. a car, clock, house.

Northern Ireland Curriculum

Maths:   Pupils should have opportunities to: know the most
    commonly used units in time, including hours and
    minutes and use them to measure purposeful contexts.
    Sequence everyday events e.g. breakfast time, lunch 
    time and tea time;  know the time within a day is
    comprised of morning, afternoon, evening and  
    night; know the days of the week, months of  the year
    and seasons; explore calendar patterns.

English

Talking and Listening: Pupils should have opportunities to: explore and build 
    up time lines of: 
My life then and now e.g. my day, morning, afternoon and evening;
My life so far (e.g. time line of �myself  ̓at different ages, my week using a day by day diary of activities).
My family and school (e.g. time line of my life, my year etc.)

Personalities, Events and Celebrations.
Pupils should explore the past signiÞ cance and build up time lines of seasonal events e.g. Halloween, 
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Christmas, Pancake Tuesday, St Patrickʼs Day etc.

Physical Education

Games:   Pupils should have opportunities to: take part in simple 
    games involving individual and co-operative play.

Music

Listening and Responding: Pupils should develop an awareness of pulse e.g. by 
    listening to their own heartbeats, by moving to music 
     and by clapping.

Cross-Curricular Links

PPROGRAMME 6

ENGLISH
Discussions
Sequencing of day's activities
'Time' expressions
Putting the clocks 'forward'
Learn the days of the week,
Months of the year

ART
Draw favourite foods
Past, present and future
Drawings
Make personal time lines

MUSIC
Rhythm
Clapping in time

MATHS
Charts
Time sequencing
Measurement
Telling the time
Clocks and watches
Leap year

HISTORY
Past, present and ffuture
Special days
Names of the days of the week


