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B B C Northern Ireland Schools One Potato, Two Potato Autumn 2006

Stone Soup

Programme 5                           by Norman Richardson 
17 October

An adaptation of the old tale of how three woodcutters persuaded some villagers to be less selÞ sh and to co-
operate in making some soup � from stones!

�We were three hungry woodcutters, on our way home after much hard work.  Please can you share some food 
with us?�

�Food? Food!� cried an angry voice, without even opening the door, �If I share my food with you there won t̓ 
be enough for me.  Go away and leave us alone!  Youʼll Þ nd no food in this village.�

Song
Stone Soup by Norman Richardson

(Performed in the programme by Belvoir Park Primary School, with Norman Richardson and instrumentalists 
from Methodist College, Belfast.  Catherine Bradley (ß ute), Katie Richardson (cello) and Mark McGrath 
(keyboard)

After the Programme

Words for discussion:- to be selÞ sh; �asking you questions is like getting blood from a stone�; a clearing; 
�heavy� work; to be starving; a recipe; the villagers danced �into the small hours�; to co-operate.

• Talk about being selÞ sh.  Discuss some speciÞ c examples e.g. not sharing something, not lending 
something; taking too much of something oneself.

• Tim, Tam and Tom collected some stones for their soup.  Read the following conversation again and talk 
about it.

 TAM: �Mmmmm!  Granite!  It has real body!  It s̓ so Þ lling!�

 TIM: �And here s̓ some Sandstone.  It gives a wonderful rich, gritty colour!  
  Yum!�

           TOM: �And what about some Limestone � Just to give it a little Þ zz, with an 
   exotic ß avour?�

The story is very suitable for some classroom drama.  Characters required:  The Woodcutters Tim, Tam, 
Tom and SelÞ sh Villagers.

 Scene 1: The woodcutters knock at doors and are rejected.
 Scene 2: They gather stones and put them in a pot.
 Scene 3: The villagers begin to gather.
 Scene 4: One by one, the villagers bring ingredients to add to the soup.
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 Scene 5: They all share the soup, �yum, yum.ʼ

Northern Ireland Curriculum

Music

Performing:  Pupils should have opportunities to: join in singing 
    rhymes and simple songs, developing some control
    of words, expression, breathing and singing in time.

English

Talking and Listening: Pupils should engage in talking and listening for
    a variety of purposes including: taking part in 
    conversations and discussions; telling stories and
    talking about events; asking and answering
    questions and drawing conclusions; expressing 
    thoughts, feelings and opinions.

    Pupils should have opportunities to: take part in drama 
    activities, including role play. 

Cross-Curricular Links

PPROGRAMME 5

ENGLISH
Discussion
Drama
Comprehension

PSHE
Sharing
Being selfish
Co-operation

MUSIC
Learn the song


