
B B C Northern Ireland Schools

One Potato, Two PotatoOne Potato, Two PotatoAge 5 - 7

Autumn 2006 Teacher's Notes

Key Stage 1

RADIO

Series Producer: Bernagh Brims
Presenters: Michael McDowell & Libby Smyth

Spring/ Summer/ Autumn
Tuesday 1105 � 1120 am

From 19 September � 28 November 

BBC Radio Ulster
Medium Wave 1341 kHz
North West        792 kHz
Enniskillen        673 kHz

The series provides a training ground for the development of listening skills in P1 � P3 pupils.  Using a 
mixture of story, song, rhyme, discussion, poetry and music, all locally based, the programmes are designed 
to encourage careful and constructive listening, to stimulate the imagination of young children and to extend 
their awareness of their own environment and heritage.

The themes chosen for the term are linked to allow a natural progression of ideas to ß ow from week to week.  
The topics include PSHE (self esteem, growing up, bullying, families) life in the recent past, time and literacy.

1. The Woodcutter of Lough Neagh  19 September
2. Yes I Can     26 September
3. Patsy and The GroanYups   3 October
4. In A Cottage In A Wood   10 October
5. Stone Soup     17 October
6. What�s The Time?    24 October
7. Days      7 November
8. The Twelve Months Of The Year  14 November
9. Georgie�s Incredible Jumper  21 November
10. Mr Fox�s Bag    28 November

*Please note no broadcast on 31 October*

Northern Ireland Curriculum

The series may be used to support the three main areas of study of English, Mathematics and Science at Key 
Stage 1.

The series will also assist with music, history, geography and cross-curricular themes.  These will include 
cultural heritage, education for mutual understanding and health education.

Tape Recording

Where possible, it would be an advantage to tape record programmes.  By using the pause button, sections of 
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the broadcast can be discussed leading to greater understanding or appreciation.  Many of the songs are very 
attractive and the children may want to learn or hear them again.

After the programme

Each programme will offer material for discussion.  Some suggestions for further follow-up activities are given 
in the Teacherʼs Notes or are made during the broadcasts.

Teachers might like to consider covering some or all of the following aspects after the programmes:

• Discuss and/or recall of broadcast
• Retell the story
• Art or craft work
• Topic or project work
• Singing songs/repeating rhymes
• Number work
• Drama/acting the story/role play
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Programme 1                                    Story by Liz Weir
19 September                                                            Compiled by Bernagh Brims

The Þ rst programme of the school year introduces new listeners to the presenters and to the format of the 
series, and asks them about where they live, and the type of house they live in.  The story, set near Lough 
Neagh, has honesty as its theme, linking it to PSHE and Citzenship, one of the main topics this term.

Poems
    If I Were a Snail

    If I were a snail
    Iʼd carry my home
    On top of my back
    When I wanted to roam.

    And if, on my journey,
    It started to rain
    Iʼd be dry there inside
    Till the sun shone again.

    If I were a snail
    Iʼd walk on one foot
    And not try to bother
    To tie up my boot.

    Iʼd eat all the leaves
    And leave a bright trail
    Where I walked on the pathway,
    If I were a snail.

      Louis Johnson

    Lough Neagh

    Once there was a plumber that went from door to door
    All over Ulster till his feet were sore.
    (And here at this point Iʼd have you understand
    He was the only plumber in the whole wide land).
    But no one wanted plumbers so he said to his wife,
    �Iʼm going to do no plumbing for the rest of my life.�
    And so he retired and lived in Moneymore,
    And �No Plumbing Done Here  ̓was written on the door.

    But there came an awful winter, when the snow came 
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    down,
    It covered all the country and it covered every town,
    Then came the frost, and after that the thaw �
    The like of it, I tell you, the people never saw.
    The frost was bad, but the thaw was worst
    For all over Ulster the water pipes burst.
    They sent for a plumber, but all the plumber said
    Was, �Away and donʼt bother me, Iʼm happier in my 
    bed.�
    So the pipes ß owed on and the water spread around,
    And I wouldnʼt like to tell you how many folks were 
    drowned.
    It all happened years ago, but that so they say,
    Is the truth of the origin of broad Lough Neagh.

        John Oʼthe North

Story

Quick as a ß ash, the little man pulled in his Þ shing line and there at the end of it was a lovely golden axe.  �Is 
this yours?� he asked.  �No,� said Eamonn sadly,  �That s̓ not my axe���

Songs

Three Little Towns by John Irvine/Dorathy Parke

A Very Fine House Have I by Chris Ward

After the programme

Words for discussion:-  snail; woodcutter; brae; a terrace house; a semi-detached house; axe; plumber. 

•  The programme suggests numerous ideas for a project on where you live,
e.g.

• What type of locality � urban, rural etc.
• What sort of countryside nearby � Þ elds, hillsides, lakes, sea, woods.
• What do the children like about where they live?
• Is there anything they dislike?
• What nearby facilities do they enjoy � a park, leisure centre, cinema, chip shop?
• What is different about living in their area in winter or in summer?
• Local place names � does the name of your place have a meaning?
• What is different about living in their area in winter or in summer?
• Local place names � does the name of your place have a meaning?
• Are there any poems, stories or songs based on your area?
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NB We welcome correspondence from the children on any of these subjects.

• Do a project on housing.  List as many types of houses as the children can think of.  Make a chart 
showing the variety lived in by the class.
• Talk about snails and tortoises �houses  ̓on their backs.

• Talk about other sorts of animal homes e.g. nests, holes and burrows.
• Read the Lough Neagh poem again and talk about it.

Story Comprehension

• What did Eamonn do for a living?  (he was a woodcutter)
• Was he rich?  (no, poor)
• Where did he live?  (on the shores of Lough Neagh)
• Why did his axe slip into the water?  (his hands were cold)
• What sort of axe did the little man Þ sh out of the water Þ rst  (a golden one)
• And secondly?  (a silver one)
• What did he Þ sh out the third time (Eamonn s̓ axe)
• What was Eamonnʼs dishonest neighbour called?  (Kevin)
• What happened when he said the golden hammer was his? (the wee
       man vanished)
• Can the children think of an occasion when they might have been tempted to lie,
     as in the story?

Northern  Ireland  Curriculum

English

Talking and Listening:  Pupils should have opportunities to: express 
     thoughts, feelings and opinions in response to 
     personal experiences, literature and media.

Writing:    Pupils should have opportunities to: write in a
     variety of forms including: descriptions of 
     people or places and simple records of
     observations.
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Cross-Curricular Links

     

PPROGRAMME 1

ENGLISH
Comprehension
Discussion
Folklore

MATHS
Graphs
Charts

GEOGRAPHY
Landscapes
Housing
Native animals
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Programme 2                      by Sam McBratney 
26 September

There are two stories again this week, both about �getting on  ̓with people, and touching on bullying.

Stories

Digger said to his friend Bouncy Rabbit, �I know something you can t̓ do.  You can t̓ run up a tree � like me.�

�Yes I can,� said Bouncy Rabbit.  She tried to run up a tree, but rabbits aren t̓ made to run up trees and she 
soon fell down.
Country Mouse thought it was funny when Bouncy Rabbit fell off the tree.
�Don t̓ laugh at me,� Bouncy Rabbit said to Country Mouse.
�I know something you can t̓ do.  You can t̓ hop up and down � like me.

      ***

Big Bog Frog was a mighty frog.  No other frog could croak as loudly on a summer evening as Big Bog Frog 
could croak.  He had large bulging eyes, and his shining skin was a rich dark green.  Big Bog Frog was a 
mighty frog � but he was also as mean as he could be.  And he could be very, very mean��

Song

A Special Thing by Chris Ward

After the programme

•  Talk about what makes a good friend.
•  Talk about �falling out  ̓with a friend.  What might start it off?
•  How do you feel?  How do you �make upʼ?
•  Bullying.  Make sure the class know what the school policy is, and how to get help if it occurs.
•  Discuss the differences between �telling on  ̓someone in order to get them into trouble, and reporting 
something which needs to be stopped.
•  Emphasise the importance of telling someone if they feel they are being bullied and discuss who they 
would go to.
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Northern Ireland Curriculum

English

Talking and Listening:  Pupils should engage in talking and listening for
     a variety of purposes including:-
     Taking part in conversations and discussions.
     Telling stories and talking about events.
     Asking and answering questions and drawing 
     conclusions.
     Expressing thoughts, opinions and feelings in 
     response to personal experiences, literature, 
     media and curricular topics or activities.

Reading:    Pupils should have opportunities to listen to and
     understand a range of texts which are read 
     aloud, including those presented on tape, radio or television. 
      

Writing:    Will arise from a variety of experiences and 
     contexts, including aspects of the various areas
     of study and cross-curricular themes.
     Pupils should have opportunities to express
     thoughts, feelings and imaginings.

Cross-Curricular Links

PPROGRAMME 2

ENGLISH
Discussion
Comprehension

PSHE
Bullying
Friendship
Self esteem
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Programme 3                By Chris Ward 
3 October
       

This weekʼs programme is about growing up.

Poems

    You Look the Same

    You look the same but not the same
    I think youʼve changed a bit
    Youʼre smaller or youʼre taller
    Are you sure your sandals Þ t?

    You look the same but not the same
    I think youʼve changed a bit
    Your fatter or youʼre thinner
    Are you YOU or are you not?

    You look the same but not the same
    I think youʼve changed your hair
    Will you still be YOU tomorrow
    Or will someone else be there?

       Chris Ward

    The End

    When I was One
    I had just begun.

    When I was Two
    I was nearly new.

    When I was Three
    I was hardly me.
    
    When I was Four
    I was not much more.
    
    When I was Five
    I was just alive.
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    But now Iʼm Six
    Iʼm as clever as clever
    I think Iʼll be six now
    For ever and ever.
       A A Milne

    Make Strange Faces

    Wash yourself
    Brush your teeth
    Dress yourself
    Tie your laces
    Feed yourself
    Phone your friend
    Turn on the TV
    Make strange faces.

    Swim in the sea
    Ride a bike
    Bake a cake
    Visit places
    Write a poem
    Sing a song
    Turn out the light
    Make strange faces

      Chris Ward

Story

Patsy s̓ dad would not let her keep her little radio cassette beside her bed.  Just because she had been dancing 
to pop songs on her bed and singing at the top of her voice at six oʼclock on a Saturday morning.

�Grown ups� sighed Patsy,  �I know why they call them grown ups�because they groan at you and moan at 
you.  They should be called groan-yups.  That would be a good name!�

Songs

Older and Older by Chris Ward

I Get Older Every Day by Chris Ward

After the programme

•  List some physical signs of �growing up  ̓e.g. growing out of clothes/shoes, being able to reach or see 
over things.
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•  List some mental signs or growing up e.g. being given more responsibility, going messages, minding the 
baby, being allowed to do more things.
•  List parts of the body which grow all your life e.g. hair, Þ nger and toe nails.Look at the size markings on 
clothes and shoes.
•  Make up new words for the Make Strange Faces poem, and recite them to the clapping rhythm.
•  Discuss the story.  Why did Patsy have to be quiet in the morning?  How did her parents feel after she 
had got up early that particular morning?  What were Patsyʼs feelings about her baby brother?  How did 
she feel when she was allowed to feed him?

Northern Ireland Curriculum

History

Personal History:  Pupils should have opportunities to explore and build 
    up time lines of:-
    a)  my life then and now e.g. making a comparison of 
         �myself  ̓now and as a baby.
    b)  my life so far e.g. signiÞ cant memories and 
         achievements at different ages.
    c) my family and school e.g. a family tree; my year.

Science

Living Things:  Pupils should be given opportunities to: Þ nd out about
Ourselves:   themselves including how they grow, move and use 
    their senses.

   
English

Talking and Listening Pupils should have opportunities to: listen to media
Activities:   presentations for a speciÞ c purpose and discuss these
    with the teacher; take part in group and class 
    discussions.
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Cross-Curricular Links

PPROGRAMME 3

ENGLISH
Relationships
Class discussion
Poetry
Family trees

HISTORY
Keeping a personal record
Time lines

SCIENCE
Development of body

MUSIC
Learn songs
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Programme 4                           By Dorrith M Sim 
10 October

In this weekʼs programme Libby and Michael will be telling the story (based on an actual event) of a journey 
made to Scotland by a grandfather with his grandson, to show him the cottage where he was born.  It once stood 
in a thriving mining village, but now the houses and buildings are all gone and a forest has been planted where 
the community once lived.

The programme encourages the listeners to look for evidence of the past in the landscape around them, and to 
think about how life was lived in the recent past.

Story

�Mind you don t̓ trip up, Andrew,�  Grandpa said, �thereʼre some bricks still lying about and large pieces 
of stone.  Now look around here carefully.  When you come to an extra ß at piece of stone that s̓ from our old 
kitchen���
�What happened to their old homes?�  Andrew asked.
Their cottages were pulled down one by one and trees planted there instead. 
Even the old school was taken away.�

Song

The Teddy Bear�s Picnic by Jimmy Kennedy

After the Programme

•  Talk about some of the everyday things grandparents might not have had in their childhood e.g.   
    microwaves, TV, central heating, washing machines.
•  Talk about some evidence of the past in your area e.g. old or ruined buildings,
•  An abandoned farm or cottage, an old �corner shopʼ.
•  Talk about, or visit a nearby area where the landscape is changing now e.g. houses being built, a new   
    road being constructed, a wood being planted � or cut down.
•  Plan a visit to a museum, particular one of the Folk Parks.
•  Have any of the class been on the ferry to Scotland?  Let them talk about their experiences.
•  How can you tell how old people are?  Ask the class to being in a photograph of themselves as a baby.  
Note how they have changed.  Try to obtain photos of grandparents as children and as they are now.  Are 
they �oldʼ?  Note how the clothes/hair styles have changed.  What do we mean by an �old  ̓person?
•  Discuss family relationships.  Do the children understand that their grandparents are their parents  ̓parents 
and that they have, or had, four of them.
•  List family members from youngest to oldest.
•  Talk about what life must have been like in Granddaʼs old village when he was a boy.
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Northern Ireland Curriculum

History   
    Pupils should have opportunities to develop:-  
    a)  an awareness of time by using simple language
          relating to the passing of time.
    b)  a sense of the past by identifying and talking about
         obvious differences between past and present.
    c)  an awareness of evidence by talking about evidence 
         and artefacts which give us information about the 
         past.

Personal History:  Explore and build up time lines of e.g. my life so far;
    memories of older people I know of their life, school 
    days, holidays; signiÞ cant events they can remember.

Topics:   Pupils should have opportunities to explore at least
    once a year, a history related aspect of a topic in 
    order to consider the differences between past and
    present and things which have changed over time e.g.
    life in the recent past.

Science

Living Things:  Pupils should be introduced to the main stages of 
    human development e.g. sequence pictures from
    birth to old age. 

Geography

Homes and Buildings: Pupils should have opportunities to: talk about 
    differences between features of town and countryside.

Transport:   Use a simple map to show holiday locations and 
    journeys pupils in the class have made.

English

Talking and Listening: Pupils should have opportunities to: explore thoughts, 
    feelings and opinions in response to personal 
    experiences, literature, media and curricular topics 
    or activities; describe and talk about real and imaginary
    experiences and about people, places, things and events;
    talk with people in the community e.g. visitors to the 
    classroom.
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Cross-Curricular Links

PPROGRAMME 4

HISTORY
Families
Old things
Personal memories
Evidence of the past
Time lines

GEOGRAPHY
Changing landscapes
Old settlements
Journeys to Scotland

ENGLISH
Class discussions
Names of relatives
Story comprehension

SCIENCE
Growth of plants/animals
Growth of people
Family 'likenesses'

ART
Family tree

PSHE
Relationships
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Stone Soup

Programme 5                           by Norman Richardson 
17 October

An adaptation of the old tale of how three woodcutters persuaded some villagers to be less selÞ sh and to co-
operate in making some soup � from stones!

�We were three hungry woodcutters, on our way home after much hard work.  Please can you share some food 
with us?�

�Food? Food!� cried an angry voice, without even opening the door, �If I share my food with you there won t̓ 
be enough for me.  Go away and leave us alone!  Youʼll Þ nd no food in this village.�

Song
Stone Soup by Norman Richardson

(Performed in the programme by Belvoir Park Primary School, with Norman Richardson and instrumentalists 
from Methodist College, Belfast.  Catherine Bradley (ß ute), Katie Richardson (cello) and Mark McGrath 
(keyboard)

After the Programme

Words for discussion:- to be selÞ sh; �asking you questions is like getting blood from a stone�; a clearing; 
�heavy� work; to be starving; a recipe; the villagers danced �into the small hours�; to co-operate.

• Talk about being selÞ sh.  Discuss some speciÞ c examples e.g. not sharing something, not lending 
something; taking too much of something oneself.

• Tim, Tam and Tom collected some stones for their soup.  Read the following conversation again and talk 
about it.

 TAM: �Mmmmm!  Granite!  It has real body!  It s̓ so Þ lling!�

 TIM: �And here s̓ some Sandstone.  It gives a wonderful rich, gritty colour!  
  Yum!�

           TOM: �And what about some Limestone � Just to give it a little Þ zz, with an 
   exotic ß avour?�

The story is very suitable for some classroom drama.  Characters required:  The Woodcutters Tim, Tam, 
Tom and SelÞ sh Villagers.

 Scene 1: The woodcutters knock at doors and are rejected.
 Scene 2: They gather stones and put them in a pot.
 Scene 3: The villagers begin to gather.
 Scene 4: One by one, the villagers bring ingredients to add to the soup.
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 Scene 5: They all share the soup, �yum, yum.ʼ

Northern Ireland Curriculum

Music

Performing:  Pupils should have opportunities to: join in singing 
    rhymes and simple songs, developing some control
    of words, expression, breathing and singing in time.

English

Talking and Listening: Pupils should engage in talking and listening for
    a variety of purposes including: taking part in 
    conversations and discussions; telling stories and
    talking about events; asking and answering
    questions and drawing conclusions; expressing 
    thoughts, feelings and opinions.

    Pupils should have opportunities to: take part in drama 
    activities, including role play. 

Cross-Curricular Links

PPROGRAMME 5

ENGLISH
Discussion
Drama
Comprehension

PSHE
Sharing
Being selfish
Co-operation

MUSIC
Learn the song
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Programme 6                               by Barbara Gray  
24 October

This weekʼs programme will be looking at ways in which we measure time, including musical time (counting 
rhythms) and past, present and future.

Poems

    Dandelion � Time Child

    Dandelion, dandelion,
    Dandelion ß ower.
    If I breathe upon thee
    Pray tell me the hour.

    Little child, little child,
    Little child I pray,
    Breathe but gently on me
    Lest you blow the time away.

       Gareth Owen

    When

    I didnʼt do it yesterday �
    Iʼll do it right away.
    But, when I come to think of it,
    Iʼd really rather play.

    I could do it tomorrow,
    For thatʼs another day,
    The past has gone, tomorrowʼs next �
    Today Iʼm going to play.

       Bernagh Brims

Story

Martin was very excited because it said on television that the clocks were to be put forward by one hour that 
night.

Stephen explained that this happened every year, so that the days would be lovely and long all summer, and it 
wouldn t̓ get dark so early.

�But how will the clocks know to move?� asked Martin.
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Song
Ten Minutes More by Barbara Gray

After the Programme

• Talk about some more clocks and timers we use e.g. on microwaves, videos, 
 cookers.
• Musical time � play a variety of music and encourage the children to clap or 
 beat in time (clap quietly so that the rhythm can be heard).  Many children can  
 do this naturally, some (and including adults) Þ nd it virtually impossible to
 feel a beat � practice helps!
• Time units: ask the class to choose suitable units to cover different events i.e.
 when do we use seconds, minutes, hours, days, weeks, months and years? 
 (e.g. Can we use minutes to tell how old we are?   Do we use weeks to time a
 race?)
• Talk about a favourite time of the day and explain why you like it.
• Bed time.  Do the children have certain rituals?  Is it hard to get a younger sibling � or themselves to  
      bed?
• As time passes, things begin to look old.  Discuss a favourite toy; how old is it?
• Do they remember when it was Þ rst given to them and what it looked like?  Has it become scratched,    
     broken, are there bits missing � or does it still look �as good as newʼ?  (new toys, become old toys).
• Discuss the Spring and Autumn �hour change  ̓as described in the story.
• Make a candle clock.  Measure the length of a candle before and after it has been burning for an hour.  
     Mark new candles, and use them to time things.
• Discuss sundials, sand and water clocks.
• Fold some paper in three and title each page past, present and future.  List the dayʼs or weekʼs events on 
     each page.  NB We know about the past and present � the future has to be prediction.
• Choose an article and study it as it was in the past, and as it is at present � think about or design a new 
     one for the future e.g. a car, clock, house.

Northern Ireland Curriculum

Maths:   Pupils should have opportunities to: know the most
    commonly used units in time, including hours and
    minutes and use them to measure purposeful contexts.
    Sequence everyday events e.g. breakfast time, lunch 
    time and tea time;  know the time within a day is
    comprised of morning, afternoon, evening and  
    night; know the days of the week, months of  the year
    and seasons; explore calendar patterns.

English

Talking and Listening: Pupils should have opportunities to: explore and build 
    up time lines of: 
My life then and now e.g. my day, morning, afternoon and evening;
My life so far (e.g. time line of �myself  ̓at different ages, my week using a day by day diary of activities).
My family and school (e.g. time line of my life, my year etc.)

Personalities, Events and Celebrations.
Pupils should explore the past signiÞ cance and build up time lines of seasonal events e.g. Halloween, 
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Christmas, Pancake Tuesday, St Patrickʼs Day etc.

Physical Education

Games:   Pupils should have opportunities to: take part in simple 
    games involving individual and co-operative play.

Music

Listening and Responding: Pupils should develop an awareness of pulse e.g. by 
    listening to their own heartbeats, by moving to music 
     and by clapping.

Cross-Curricular Links

PPROGRAMME 6

ENGLISH
Discussions
Sequencing of day's activities
'Time' expressions
Putting the clocks 'forward'
Learn the days of the week,
Months of the year

ART
Draw favourite foods
Past, present and future
Drawings
Make personal time lines

MUSIC
Rhythm
Clapping in time

MATHS
Charts
Time sequencing
Measurement
Telling the time
Clocks and watches
Leap year

HISTORY
Past, present and ffuture
Special days
Names of the days of the week
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Days

Programme 7                     By  Maureen Donnelly  
7 November 

A programme all about the days of the week.

Poems  
   Solomon Grundy

   Solomon Grundy born on Monday
   Christened on Tuesday
   Married on Wednesday
   Took ill on Thursday
   Worse on Friday
   Died on Saturday
   Buried on Sunday
   That was the end of Solomon Grundy.

                      trad

   Mondayʼs child is fair of face
   Tuesdayʼs child is full of grace
   Wednesdayʼs child if full of woe
   Thursdayʼs child has far to go
   Fridayʼs child is loving and giving
   Saturdayʼs child works hard for a living
   But the child thatʼs born on the Sabbath day
   Is bonnie and bright and good and gay.

       trad
Story

Dave got a really special present on his birthday.  It was a proper watch of his own�� He kept showing it to 
everyone and pestering them so he could tell the time��

Song

The River by Brendan Popplestone

After the Programme

• Talk about the names of the days
 Monday -   The moonʼs day
 Tuesday -   Tuiʼs day        (the Viking God of War)
 Wednesday -   Wodenʼs day     (a clever Viking God)
 Thursday -   Thorʼs day         (the Viking God of Thunder)
 Friday  -   Freyaʼs day        (the Viking God of Love)
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 Saturday -   Saturnʼs day
 Sunday -   The sunʼs day

• Recite the names of the days of the week.
• See if the children can Þ nd out on which day they were born, and make a chart.
• Make time lines for the children, starting with their birth date and marking important events e.g. birth of  
     siblings, starting school, holidays, moving house.
• Talk about birthdays e.g. family ceremonies.
• Making wishes.  Make a wish for themselves.  Now make a wish for someone else.
• Special days � talk about Christmas, Sports Day, Easter, Red Nose Day.  Holidays (i.e. derivation Holy 
     days � the only day many workers used to be free from their employer).

Northern Ireland Curriculum
 
Maths:   Pupils should have opportunities to: know the most
    commonly used units in time, including hours and
    minutes and use them to measure purposeful contexts.
    Sequence everyday events e.g. breakfast time, lunch 
    time and tea time;  know the time within a day is
    comprised of morning, afternoon, evening and  
    night; know the days of the week, months of  the year
    and seasons; explore calendar patterns.

English

Talking and Listening: Pupils should have opportunities to: explore and build up time lines of: 

My life then and now e.g. my day, morning, afternoon and evening;
My life so far (e.g. time line of �myself� at different ages, my week using a day by day diary of activities).
My family and school (e.g. time line of my life, my year etc.)

Personalities, Events and Celebrations.
Pupils should explore the past signiÞ cance and build up time lines of seasonal events e.g. Halloween, 
Christmas, Pancake Tuesday, St Patrick�s Day etc.

Physical Education

Games:   Pupils should have opportunities to: take part in simple 
    games involving individual and co-operative play.

Music

Listening and Responding: Pupils should develop and awareness of pulse e.g. by 
    listening to their own heartbeats, by moving to music 
    and by clapping.
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Cross-Curricular Links

    

PPROGRAMME 7

MATHS
Charts
Time sequencing
Measurement
Telling the time
Clocks and watches
Leap year

ENGLISH
Discussions
Sequencing of day's activities
'Time' expressions
Putting the clocks 'forward'
Learn the days of the week,
Months of the year

HISTORY
Past, present and future
Special days
Names of the days of the week

ART
Draw favourite foods
Past, present and future
Drawings
Make personal time lines

MUSIC
Rhythm
Clapping in time
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The TwelveMonthsOf TheYear

B B C Northern Ireland Schools One Potato, Two Potato Autumn 2006

Programme 8                      retold by Felicity Hayes-McCoy 
14 November

A delightful folk story, retold with a local setting and re-enforcing the names of the months of the year.

Story

Inside the cave Cathleen could see Þ relight glowing and ß ickering and dancing up and down the rocky walls.  
And when she walked in, what did she Þ nd but twelve old women sitting in a circle round the Þ re doing nothing 
at all.  Just as if they had been waiting for her to arrive.  �Well then, Cathleen, Iʼve a question for you.  Tell 
us this and tell us no lie, what do you think of the months of the year?� said the old woman.  And all of the old 
women shufß ed and wiggled and waited for Cathleen to answer��

Song
   Thirty days hath September
   April, June and November
   All the rest have thirty one
   Saving February alone,
   Which has twenty eight days clear
   And twenty nine in each leap year.

      Christina Rossetti
After the Programme

- Any project on the seasons or the months of the year.
- A discussion on the obvious moral of the story.
- Compile a list of what the class like/dislike about the different seasons.
- Learn the words of �Thirty Days Hath Septemberʼ.
- Explain a �leap yearʼ. 

Northern Ireland Curriculum

Maths:   Pupils should have opportunities to: know the most
    commonly used units in time, including hours and
    minutes and use them to measure purposeful contexts.
    Sequence everyday events e.g. breakfast time, lunch 
    time and teatime;  know the time within a day is
    comprised of morning, afternoon, evening and  
    night; know the days of the week, months of  the year
    and seasons; explore calendar patterns.

English

Talking and Listening: Pupils should have opportunities to: explore and build 
    up time lines of: 
My life then and now e.g. my day, morning, afternoon and evening;
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My life so far (e.g. time line of �myself  ̓at different ages, my week using a day by day diary of activities).
My family and school (e.g. time line of my life, my year etc.)

Personalities, Events and Celebrations.
Pupils should explore the past signiÞ cance and build up time lines of seasonal events e.g. Halloween, 
Christmas, Pancake Tuesday, St Patrickʼs Day etc.

Physical Education

Games:   Pupils should have opportunities to: take part in simple 
    games involving individual and co-operative play.

Music

Listening and Responding: Pupils should develop and awareness of pulse e.g. by 
                listening to their own heartbeats, by moving to music 
                and by clapping.

Cross-Curricular Links

    

PPROGRAMME 8

ENGLISH
Discussions
Sequencing of day's activities
'Time' expressions
Putting the clocks 'forward'
Learn the days of the week,
Months of the year

HISTORY
Past, present and future
Special days
Names of the days of the week

MATHS
Charts
Time sequencing
Measurement
Telling the time
Clocks and watches
Leap year

ART
Draw favourite foods
Past, present and future
Drawings
Make personal time lines

MUSIC
Rhythm
Clapping in time
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B B C Northern Ireland Schools One Potato, Two Potato Autumn 2006

Georgie's Incredible Jumper

Programme 9                                          by Helen Sheridan
21 November 

A programme all about clothes.

Poem

    What Shall I Wear?

    Every morning I have a problem,
    Deciding what to wear.
    I open my wardrobe and look,
    At the clothes hanging there,
    Should I wear a woolly jumper?
    It might be cold today,
    Or should I wear a T-shirt
    In case itʼs a sunny day?
    Should I wear my jeans
    So I can play outside?
    I really canʼt decide,
    So I stand there in my pyjamas,
    With my wardrobe all messed,
    Then Mum comes in and says,
    �Why arenʼt you dressed?�

        Karen King

Story

�There s̓ going to be a stomy!�  Mr Kelly called.  The lightening ß ashed and cracked about them.  Then the rain 
came tumbling down.  George was very frightened.  He snuggled deep inside his giant jumper. It was lovely and 
warm just like Gran had said.  But then��

With a mighty roar the river burst its banks.  �What shall we do?�  the Beavers yelled as the camp was ß ooded.

Suddenly Mr Kelly saw an old tree trunk.  It looked just like a boat.  �Climb on board the trunk!� Mr Kelly 
called to the other Beavers.  �We can use it as a boat!�

Song

Proper Clothes by Chris Ward

After the Programme

Words for discussion:- beavers; to knit; to knit the �wrong sizeʼ; the camp �was ß oodedʼ; an old oak tree trunk; 
to make a �sailʼ; to follow a trail.
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• The subject of clothes is an excellent one for encouraging class discussions,
      particularly for the shyer child, as everyone will have a point of view.  There
      are numerous topics of conversation e.g. choosing appropriate clothes, favourite clothes, buying       
      clothes, seasonal clothes, �special� clothes for sport, dancing, Beavers and Brownies, Boys Brigade and 
      Girls Brigade.  (English)
• Make a �feely  ̓bag containing silk, wool, corduroy, lace, leather, felt, rubber,
     towelling, tweed, net, cotton etc.  Make �feely� labels to describe the children�s reaction e.g. warm,    
     rough, smooth, cosy, cold etc.
• Look at the properties of some material and decide if and why they are 
     waterproof, keep in the warmth, suitable for a hot day etc.  (Science)
• Look at fastenings � why some are more suitable than others for particular types of clothing. Which are    
     fast or slower to �do upʼ?  (zippers, buttons, ties, velcro, pop fasteners, hooks and eyes).
• Uniforms � they show people are part of a group and have a particular job.   Why is this useful?  What   
     type of person do they know who wears a uniform?
• Do they have a school uniform on?  Is this a good idea?  Design their ideal new uniform after discussion  
      what would be practical.
• Talk about caring for clothing e.g. folding and hanging.
• Time change.  Look at some clothes for babies and toddlers.  Look at �age-tags  ̓in their own clothes.  
     Explain they are only a rough guide and people grow at different rates.  If possible, ask them to bring in    
     a photograph of a parent or grand parent and study changing fashions.  (History)
• What do we wear at night.  Lead them to discover night wear is usually �loose baggy, ß oaty  ̓etc.  Why 
     is this?
• Find out about clothes from different parts of the world.  Relate this to different climates, lifestyles and   
     raw materials.  (Geography)
• Provide two sets of clothes (three items) in the same colour e.g. a set of blue clothes and a set of red  
     (hat, top and trousers).  Ask the children if they can estimate how many different outÞ ts the owner of  
     these cclothes can make. Begin with an all blue outÞ t and an all red outÞ t and let them have a go at  
     Þ nding all the possible colour combinations.  It will be easier if they can experiment with their own sets 
    of clothes cut out from coloured paper.  (Maths)
• Discuss the story.  Have the children ever received a present they didnʼt like/felt embarrassed by, like 
     Georgie and his enormous jumper his Gran knitted.  What happened?  Discuss thanking people, whether  
    you feel like it or not!  How would his Gran have felt if Georgie refused to take his jumper to Beaver  
    Camp?

Northern Ireland Curriculum

Science

Materials
Properties: Pupils should be given opportunities to: explore the properties of materials including shape,  
                        colour, texture and behaviours; investigate similarities and differences in materials and objects  
                        and sort them according to their properties.

Living Things
Ourselves:   Pupils should be given opportunities to: Þ nd out about 
                                                themselves, including how they grow, move and use their senses.

Carrying Out & Making: Pupils should be given opportunities to: make 
               observations using their senses e.g. describe objects
               in a �feely  ̓box using terms such as bumpy, soft, hard.
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History

Personal History: Pupils should have opportunities to: explore and build 
    up time lines of: my life then and now e.g. making a 
    comparison of  �myself  ̓now and as a baby, such as 
    clothes, size etc;  my family and school e.g. memories
    of older people I know.

Maths

Numbers:   Pupils should have opportunities to: make a sensible  
    estimate of a small number of objects and talk about the 
    reasons for sorting; select criteria for sorting; represent 
    the results of classifying.
 

English

Talking and Listening: Pupils should have opportunities to: make a sensible 
    estimate of a small number of objects and talk about
    the reasons for sorting; select criteria for sorting; 
    represent the results of classifying.

Talking and Listening: Pupils should have opportunities to: become involved in
    talk in every curricular area.

Reading:   Pupils should have opportunities to: listen to and 
    understand a range of texts which are read aloud, 
    including those presented on tape, radio or television.

Cross-Curricular Links

PPROGRAMME 9

MATHS
Sorting estimation

SCIENCE
Materials
Growth

HISTORY
Changing fashions

GEOGRAPHY
Clothes from other places

PSHE
People's feelings
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Mr Fox's Bag

B B C Northern Ireland Schools One Potato, Two Potato Autumn 2006

Programme 10                              Story  Sheila Quigley 
28 November                     Script Bernagh Brims

This weekʼs broadcast looks at riddles, puzzles and playing with words.

Story

The fox knocked at the door and out came Nosy Rosie.  �I wonder if youʼd keep my bag �till I come back from 
Dingdangdoodelums?� he asked politely.

�I will surely,� said Nosy Rosie.  �Mind you don t̓ open my bag now!� warned the fox and off he went on his 
travels��

Poem/Song
    Riddle Song

    Riddle Me, Riddle Me, Riddle Me Ree,
    What can the answer be to my riddle be.
    Oh Iʼm black and yellow and buzzing all day
    Behiving myself in a well behived way.

    Riddle Me, Riddle Me, Riddle Me Ree,
    Youʼve heard my riddle
    I am a���. (Bee)

    Oh Riddle Me, Riddle Me, Riddle Me Ree,
    What can the answer to my riddle be.
    Oh I turn in doors and I turn in locks
    I start up cars and I wind up clocks.

    Riddle Me, Riddle Me, Riddle Me Ree,
    Youʼve heard my riddle
    I am a ���� (Key)

    Oh Riddle Me, Riddle Me, Riddle Me Ree,
    What can the answer to my riddle be.
    Iʼm made with hot water and milk donʼt you see
    Some stir in sugar to sweeten me.

    Riddle Me, Riddle Me, Riddle Me Ree,
    Youʼve heard my riddle
    I am  ���....(A wee cup of tea)

    Oh Riddle Me, Riddle Me, Riddle Me Ree,
    What can the answer to my riddle be.
    Iʼm very wet and Iʼm very blue
    With lots of Þ sh in me and white horses too.
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Riddle Me, Riddle Me, Riddle Me Ree,
    Youʼve heard my riddle
    I am? ����.(Iʼm the sea)

      Martin Waddell

After the Programme

Words for discussion:- riddle; riddler; a toad; a tape measure.

• Make up some simple riddles � use descriptive words and with the 
     convention �what am I?�
• Talk about the names of the characters in Sheila Quigleyʼs story.  What sort of people might they be?  
     Nosy Rosie, Silly Milly, Lazy Daisy and Bessie Bunn (a �wonderful cookʼ).
• Talk about the difference between a riddle, and a joke (a riddle is a puzzle to be solved, and often    
     involves a play on words).

Story Comprehension

• Where was the fox going?  (to Dingdangoodelums)
• What did the fox catch in his bag?  (a bee)
• Whose house did he call on Þ rst?  (Nosy Rosie s̓)
• What ate the bee?  (Nosy Rosie s̓ little red rooster)
• Whose house did the fox go to next?  (Silly Milly s̓)
• What happened to the red rooster?  (the pig chased it into the forest)
• Where was the foxʼs next call?  (Lazy Daisy s̓ house)
• Who opened the bag in her house?  (her son, James)
• What did the fox put in the bag in Lazy Daisyʼs house?  (James)
• Where were Bessie Bunnʼs four wee girls called?  (Jessie, Hessie, Sissy and Tessie)
• What were they all eating?  (pancakes)

NB   The story would be very appropriate for some classroom drama activities.

Northern Ireland Curriculum

English

Talking and Listening: Pupils should have opportunities to: take part
    in drama activities, including role play; develop
    an ability to: present ideas and information;
    discuss features of language e.g. rhyming words.

Reading:   Pupils should have opportunities to: retell; 
    reread or act out familiar poems, stories or
    parts of stories, and develop the ability to �
    talk with the teacher about the ways in which
    language is written down, identifying phrases,
    words, patterns or letters and other features of     
    written language.
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 Writing:   Pupils should have opportunities to develop the
     ability to: express thoughts, feelings and 
     imaginings. 

Credits

Louis Johnston for the poem If I Were A Snail from Iʼm Glad The Sky Is Painted Blue published by Julie 
MacRae Books
John Oʼthe North for the poem Lough Neagh from Dancing Men and Other Verses
Chris Ward for the use of songs A Very Fine House, A Special Thing, Older and Older, I Get Older Every Day 
unpublished
AA Milne for the poem The End from Now We Are Six published by Methuen
Jimmy Kennedy for the song The Teddy Bearʼs Picnic 
Gareth Owen for poem Dandelion � Time Child by Gareth Owen taken from Salford Road published by Kestrel 
Books
Christina Rossetti for words of the song Thirty Days Hath September unpublished
Karen King for poem What Shall I Wear? By Karen King from Child Education 96 published by Scholastic
Martin Waddell for poem Riddle Song unpublished
               


