
http://www.bbc.co.uk/northernireland/education 1

The series provides a training ground for the development of listening
skills in P1-P3 pupils.  Using a mixture of story, song, rhyme, discussion,
poetry and music, all locally based, the programmes are designed to
encourage careful and constructive listening, to stimulate the imagination
of young children and to extend their awareness of their own environment
and heritage.

Themes this term are:

Bees, Bats, Risk taking, Sleep, Rivers and the Mourne Mountains.

                    Programmes

1. Bernard the Bee 16 April

2. The Bat That Didn’t Go To Bed 23 April

3. Is It Risky? 30 April

4. Sleep   7 May

5. A River Begins 14 May

6. The Mourne Mountains 21 May

One Potato, Two Potato 
B B C Northern Ireland Education Teacher's Notes  Summer 2002
Age 5 - 7
Key Stage 1

Tuesday 1105 - 1120
From 16 April - 21 May

BBC Radio Ulster
Medium Wave 1341 kHz
North West 792 kHz
Enniskillen 673 kHz

Series Producer: 
Bernagh Brims

Presenters Michael McDowell & Libby Smith
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The series may be used to support the three main areas of study in English, Mathematics and
Science at Key Stage 1.

The series will also assist with music, history, geography and cross-curricular themes. These
will include cultural heritage, education for mutual understanding and health education.

Tape Recording

Where possible, it would be an advantage to tape-record programmes.  By using the
pause button sections of the broadcast can be discussed leading to greater understanding
or appreciation.  Many of the songs are very attractive and the children may well want to
learn them or hear them again.

After the Broadcast

Each programme will offer material for discussion.  Some suggestions for further follow-up
activities are given in the Teacher’s Notes or are made during the broadcasts.

Teachers might like to consider covering some or all of the following aspects after the
programme:

- Discuss and/or recall of broadcast
- Re-tell the story.
- Art or craft work.
- Topic or project work.
- Singing songs/repeating rhymes.
- Number work.
- Drama/acting the story/role play.
- Written work.

Material from the children in the way of stories, songs, poems, drawings or letters will always
be welcomed and acknowledged.

Teacher’s views too are very important, and we value your opinion on how the series
works in the classroom.

To help us plan future programmes, please send your comments, information, criticism, or
suggestions to:

The Producer
One Potato, Two Potato
BBC Broadcasting House
Ormeau Avenue
Belfast
BT2 8HQ

or email us at: education.ni@bbc.co.uk
A series provided by the BBC at the request of the Educational Broadcasting Council for Northern Ireland.

Northern Ireland Curriculum

One Potato, Two Potato Summer 2002
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Programme 1
16 April

by Helena Sheridan

A look at the fascinating world of bees.  How do they communicate, how do they find
nectar to make honey, how do they create their own ‘air-conditioning’ to keep their hives
cool - and why do they ‘dance’?

Poem A Busy Honey Bee

I am a busy honey bee,
I fly around all day,
And when I find a lovely flower,
This is what I say.

Buzz, buzz, buzzee, buzz,
I flap my wings and fly,
Buzz, buzz, buzzee, buzz,
Beneath the summer sky.

I am a busy honey bee,
My house is called a hive,
And when I flit from bud to bud,
I swoop and swirl and dive.

Buzz, buzz, buzzee, buzz,
My little dance is fun,
Buzz, buzz, buzzee, buzz,
Until my work is done.

Helena Sheridan

Song There was a little honey bee,
And Bernard was his name,
He could not fly like other bees,
Or join their buzzing game.

Chorus Poor, wee Bernard his wings were very small,
Sad, wee Bernard, he could not fly at all.

He’d pulled his wings
And stretch his thighs,
Do knee bends on the hour,
He’d gargle to improve his buzz,
But could not lift a flower.
Just then he heard a funny sound,
Like buzzing in his head,
And with a flash a magic bee
Was standing by his bed.

Bernard the Bee
B B C Northern Ireland Education One Potato, Two Potato  Summer 2002
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(spoken) “Bee Lieve, Bernard!” the magic bee boomed out,
“Bee Lieve, Bernard! And you will fly about!”

So under this enchanted spell,
Bernard’s small wings grew,
He held his breath, then made a wish,
And suddenly…he FLEW!

Brave, bold Bernard, he skims across the sky.
The fastest bee you’ll ever see, now he as learned to fly!

Helena Sheridan

Bernard the bee was very tiny.  He was the smallest bee in the hive.  When all the other bees
whizzed about, twisting and twirling in the air, Bernard sat on his own because he couldn’t fly.

“I wish I was big and strong like the other bees,” Bernard sighed, “then I could join in all their
games.  But my wings are so small and weak I’ll never be able to fly.”

Bee Facts

- Bees produce honey to supply the hive with a food store during the winter when flowers aren’t
blooming and there is no nectar available. They produce far more than they need, and therefore
bee keepers can remove the extra for human consumption.

- Bees live in a very structured social colony.  The Queen is the largest bee and is the only sexually
developed female.  (She is selected as a two day old larva by the workers to be reared as the
queen).  She can lay 3000 eggs a day.

- The drones  sole purpose is to mate with the queen.  They have no stingers, and do not collect
food or pollen.  In winter and if food is short, they are often kicked out of  the hive!

- The workers are all female.  They feed the queen and developing larva, collect nectar to make
honey, produce wax to make the hexagonal combs to store the honey and as rearing cells for the
young, and keep the hive cool by fanning their wings.(Their wings move at 11,400 times per
minute which is what makes their ‘buzz’.)

- Bees dance to let others know where nectar is to be found.  If the nectar is close by, a returning
bee dances in a circle.  If it is further away she wiggles her tail towards the nectar.

- Bees also perform the vital function of pollinating plants as they fly from one to another.

words for discussion:- nectar; hive; beekeeper; a sting; a bees wax candle.

- Talk about any of the ‘bee facts’ above.
- Discuss the fears some children may have of bees or wasps or insects in general.  Get the

message across that, with stinging insects, caution rather than panic is the best idea.
- Children often have an irrational fear of what being ‘stung’ means.  Has anyone

in the class been stung?  (Caution required here, in case they make the situation
worse!) Talk about what to do if you are stung.

- Talk about being ‘sticky’.  What substances give us sticky fingers (and discuss the
difference between that, and plain messy fingers).

- Materials that stick - e.g velcro, sellotape.

One Potato, Two Potato    16 April 2002Bernard the Bee

After the programme

Story
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One Potato, Two Potato    16 April 2002Bernard the Bee

Story Comprehension

- What size of bee was Bernard?  (the smallest in the hive).
- Why couldn’t he fly?  (his wings were too small and weak).
- What was the name of the giant magic bee?  (Bee-Lieve).
- What had Bernard to do to make his wish come true?  (call out Bee-lieve’s name and

make a wish)
- Did it work?
- What did Bernard do?
- What was his reward?  (the Queen made him Head Keeper of the hive).

- Talk about some of the issues raised in the story e.g.
Trying very hard
Wanting something badly
Being brave
Believing in oneself

Science

Animals and Plants: Pupils should be given opportunities to: find out about
the variety of animal life both through direct
observations and by using secondary sources;  find out
about some animals including how they grow, feed,
move and use their senses.

Geography

The National Environment: Pupils should have opportunities to learn about some
plants and animals from their local area.

Northern Ireland Curriculum

English

Talking and Listening: Pupils should have opportunities to express
thoughts, feelings and opinions in response to
personal experiences, literature and media
e.g. respond to educational broadcasts.

Cross-Curricular Links

Programme 1
Bees

PSHE
fears
being brave
personal endeavour

Geography
the natural environment

English 
discussion
story comprehension

Science
bees
to be sticky
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Programme 2
23 April

by Janice Johnston

Today’s programme is all about bats, and how they live, find their way about, and feed - and
introducing some ‘big words’ - echolocation, nocturnal and hibernation.

Poem
Bats

Flap, flap, what was that?
Could it be a furry bat?
Soaring through the darkened skies,
Catching insects as it flies,
Flap, flap, flap.

Squeak, squeak!  What’s that sound?
Maybe there are bats around?
Hanging upside down in rows,
Dangling by their tiny toes,
Squeak, squeak, squeak!

(quietly)
Ssh, ssh!  All is still!
In the bleak December chill,
When the snow is thick and deep,
Little bats must go to sleep.
Ssh, ssh, ssh!

Helena Sheridan
Story

“Come on, Pipi,” said Mum, “It’s late, it’ll soon be dark.  Time to open your eyes.”

Pipi, a little bat, kept his eyes tightly closed.   “Why do you always make me get up in the
evening when I’m still sleepy and make me go to bed in the morning when I’m wide awake?” he
said, crossly.

“You know very well we’re nocturnal animals,” said Mum, grooming Pipi’s fur, using her foot like
a comb.  “We are awake at night and sleep during the day.”

“Does that mean that there are other animals who sleep at night and are awake during the
day?”  Pipi wondered to himself.

Bat Facts

• They are the only flying mammals and are found throughout the world, except for the coldest
regions.  Like other mammals they have fur, are intelligent, suckle their young and have a
complex social life.  Their wings are formed of skin supported by arms and elongated fingers.
They feed on insects caught in flight (as many as 3500 each night).  They are not blind and have
very good eyesight.

The Bat That Didn't Go to Bed
One Potato, Two Potato  Summer 2002B B C Northern Ireland Education
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They have a highly developed sense of hearing and use a form of sonar for obstacle avoidance
and for locating food.

There are fifteen different types of bats in Britain, of whom six are resident in Northern Ireland.
One of the most common is the pipistrello (hence the Pipi and Strella in today’s story.

Bats are protected species, and it is illegal to kill, handle or injure one.  (Information from DOE
for Northern Ireland Countryside and Wildlife Branch).

• Babies.  In the Spring, bats return from migration or wake from hibernation, and baby bats,
“pups” are born.  They grow up fast, and some species fly and hunt on their own within a month
of birth.  Like us, female bats usually only have one baby at a time, occasionally twins.

Pups are born without hair and are tiny, scrawny and pink.  They drink milk from their
mothers.  From all the possible hundreds in a roost, a mother can recognise her own by its
‘voice’ and smell.  Pups are born with strong legs and claws to hang on to their mother
when she’s roosting, and to the cave or barn etc., when she is away.

• Bats have perfectly good eyes for seeing in the daylight, but as they are nocturnal they do their
food hunting at night.  They make rapid high-pitched squeaks called ultrasounds which bounce
back from objects and tell the bat where it is.  This is called echolocation.  Bats have huge ears
and have the best hearing of any land mammal.

words for discussion:-  nocturnal; a roost; echolocation - and ‘to locate’ something; hibernate.

After the programme

-  Discuss bat facts, as above.
-  Make a list of nocturnal creatures e.g. owls, foxes, badgers, bats.
-  Discuss how some night creatures find their way about e.g. badgers sense of smell, cat’s
   eyes, owl’s night sight.
-  Talk about creatures that hibernate - where and why?
-  Echolocation.  Discuss echoes and how sounds travel through the air and are reflected back
   off an object, rather like a ball bouncing off a wall.
-  Make echoes. If a suitable playground surrounded by high walls, or a large empty room or
   hall isn’t available, try using a metal bucket to shout into!
-  Draw bats.  Make a frieze for a wall or use them to decorate a painting of a ruined castle.
-  Talk about people who work at night e.g. nurses and doctors, firemen, long distance
   delivery people, mail sorters, broadcasters.

One Potato, Two Potato    23 April 2002The Bat That Didn't Go to Bed



http://www.bbc.co.uk/northernireland/education 8

Story Comprehension

• Where did Pipi sleep at night?  (hanging upside down using his strong back legs).
• What was his sister called?  (Strella).
• What age were they when they learnt to fly?  (a month).
• What did they eat?  (insects).
• What did they use to find their food?  (echolocation).
• What might have caught them to eat at night?  (an owl).
• And what type of bird might eat them in daylight?  (a hawk).
• When did Pipi decide he would sleep in the future?  (during the day).

Northern Ireland Curriculum

Science

Animals and Plants: Pupils should have given opportunities to: find out about
animals and their young; find out about some animals,including
how they grow, feed, move and use their senses; find out ways
in which animal behaviour is influenced by seasonal changes.

Geography

The Natural Environment: Pupils should have opportunities to: learn about some animals
from their local area e.g. identify some animals that hibernate
or migrate.

English

Talking and Listening: Pupils should have opportunities to: describe and talk about
real and imaginary experiences and about people,places, things
and events.

Cross-Curricular Links

One Potato, Two Potato    23 April 2002The Bat That Didn't Go to Bed

Programme 2
Bats

Art
a bat frieze

English 
comprehension
discussion

Science
bats
echoes
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Programme 3
30 April

by Chris Ward

This week’s programme is all about safety - and how  to assess whether something is safe,
risky or dangerous.  How can we make ‘good choices’ to protect ourselves?

Chris Ward writes:-

Risk is an equation of Opportunity and Hazard.

Opportunity may reveal itself in terms of the challenge or perceived attractiveness of a given
activity.  It involves a gain to the individual of one or more of the following:  pleasure, satisfaction
of curiosity, self confidence, self esteem, skills development, physical or psychological release.

Hazard is the potential for harm in an activity.

Too often, risk  is only used to mean danger, (the extreme likelihood of harm, loss or damage)
but this interpretation excludes any consideration of possible benefit.  When we say that some
thing is ‘too risky’ or ‘very risky’, we more accurately mean that the potential for negative
consequences far outweighs the potential for positive consequences.

It is important that we do not send out messages which forbid or preclude all risk taking by
children, since risk is an inherent element in learning, exploration and discovery, of both
our inner world and the world around us.

What is vital in terms of life skills/ PSHE is that children are empowered…enabled to form a
reasonable assessment of the level of hazard in a given situation and to weight this up against
the opportunity which the situation presents.  If their thinking skills, decision making skills and
physical skills are adequate, then it is possible that they may engage in the activity in a way
which maximises opportunity and minimises danger, resulting in positive outcomes.

This script is an attempt to alert children to the need to
Recognise risk……………
Identify risk………………
Quantify risk……………..

…and to encourage them to apply simple pre-engagement skills, which they may already
possess or be nurturing (thinking, selecting, deciding), in order to reduce the level of hazard to
that which can comfortably be accommodated whilst the activity is pursued.

Poems
The First Time

Have you ever done something that you’ve never done before
Have you every knocked the knocker on your granny’s front door
Have you sliced your own sausage with a very sharp knife
Have you ever done something for the first time in your life?

Is it Risky? 
One Potato, Two Potato  Summer 2002B B C Northern Ireland Education
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Have you ever done something that you’ve never done before
Have you ever chased a seagull on a sandy seashore
Have you used a brush and polish to give your shoes a shine
Have you ever done something for the very first time?

Chris Ward

Risky Things

I wouldn’t like to cut myself
When buttering my bread
I wouldn’t like an elephant
To sit upon my head

I wouldn’t like to scrape my knees
Upon a stony path
I wouldn’t like to find myself
On top of a giraffe

I wouldn’t like to bang my head
Upon a garden wall
I wouldn’t like a crocodile
To catch me when I fall

If there are lots of risks
In the things I want to do
I try to make good choices
So, tell me now, do you?

Chris Ward

One Potato, Two Potato    30 April 2002Is it Risky? 



http://www.bbc.co.uk/northernireland/education 11

Song

Is It Safe, Is It Risky, Is It Dangerous
Chris Ward

V1 A boy on his scooter going round the park
Waving both his hands up at his mum
He hasn’t got his helmet or his kneepads on
And he thinks it’s all the most enormous fun.

V2 A girl boils the water for a cup of tea
She thinks that she might test it with her thumb
There’s nobody around for her to ask
And she thinks it’s all the most enormous fun.

Is it safe, is it risky, is it dangerous
Is there a better thing that she could do?
Is it safe, is it risky, is it dangerous
Is there a better thing that she could do?

One Potato, Two Potato    30 April 2002Is it Risky? 



http://www.bbc.co.uk/northernireland/education 12

Story

“Can I have a go on your scooter, Naoimh?  What’s it like?  Does it go really fast?  Is it hard to
keep your balance?”
Naoimh held out the handlebars to Eddie.  “Yep.  It’s really nippy and its dead easy to get your
balance.  Do you want me to show you how to work it?”

“Nah!  I’ll figure it out.  I’ll give it a run down our path to the cherry tree….”

words for discussion:- to be ‘a bit risky’; to make a good choice; a bad choice; banister; to
keep your balance; to swerve (the scooter); a control box (the helicopter); a skinny branch; a
long metal pole with a claw at one end.

After the programme

- Suggest some activities and discuss if they might be safe, risky or dangerous.  (Most
things have the potential to be any of the three e.g. peeling an apple could be ‘dangerous’
if the knife isn’t used correctly).  Discuss each activity and decide its scale of risk, and
what can be done to make it less so - how to ‘make a good choice.’  Make charts.
e.g. Learning to ride a bike

Baking a cake
Walking to school
Feeding a baby
Patting a dog

- How do the class feel about trying something new?  If they find something scary, what
choices do they need to make it less so?

- What is the difference between being brave, and being fool-hardy?
- Discuss the need or a certain amount of ‘bravery’ if new skills are to be achieved e.g. the

first time you swim across the pool wearing armbands.

- Choose an activity, and work out the result of someone making a ‘good’ or ‘bad’ choice
e.g.

Skateboarding

                            without protection                             wearing the gear

                       possible cuts and bruises                      less chance of injury

- The topic could be broadened to include other issues such as Stranger Danger and Road
Safety.

One Potato, Two Potato    30 April 2002Is it Risky? 
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Story Comprehension
• Was Eddie O’Donnell a quiet little boy?
• Talk about what he was like.
• What protection gear did Naoimh have for her micro-scooter?  (a purple helmet with matching

knee pads, elbow pads, wrist guards and gloves).
• What happened to Eddie on the scooter?  (the wheel stuck in a crack and he fell off).
• What toy did Eddie ‘borrow’ from his brother?  (a model helicopter).
• What happened to it? (it got caught in the apple tree).
• What was the name of the man next door?  (Mr McCoubrey).
• How did he rescue Eddie?  (with a ladder).
• How did he rescue the helicopter?  (with an ‘apple grabber’ - a long pole with a claw at the end).

Northern  Ireland  Curriculum

English

Talking and Listening: Pupils should have opportunities to become involved
in talk in every curricular area; express thoughts,
feelings and opinions in response to personal
experiences, literature, media and curricular topics or
activities e.g. respond to an educational broadcast.

Contribution to
Cross-Curricular Themes: Pupils should have opportunities to talk about themselves

and others - their growth, their senses, safety and
avoidance of danger, and through writing should have
opportunities to make drawings and posters of
themselves and others and write captions about personal
qualities, positive behaviour, hygiene, health and
safety.

One Potato, Two Potato    30 April 2002Is it Risky? 
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Sleep
One Potato, Two Potato  Summer 2002B B C Northern Ireland Education

Programme 4
7 May

by Isobel Gamble

All about sleep:  why we need it, where we prefer to sleep, bedtime routines, and a look at
hibernation.

Poems
Drip Drip Drip

Drip drip drip
Goes the tap tap tap
And tap tap tap
Goes the twig twig twig
And rustle rustle rustle
Goes the wind wind wind
And shudder shudder shudder
Goes the pipe pipe pipe
And creak creak creak
Goes the floor floor floor
And mumble mumble mumble
Goes the telly next door.

Rustle, shudder, tap and drip
Rumble, mumble, creak and snore,
How can children sleep at night?
When the house begins to roar?

Steve Turner

Beds

Beds come in all sizes -
Single or double,
Cot-size or cradle,
King-size or trundle.

Most Beds are Beds
For sleeping or resting,
But the best Beds are much
More interesting!

Not just a white little
Tucked-in tight little
Nighty-night little
Turn-out-the-light little Bed -

Instead
A Bed for fishing,
A Bed for cats,
A Bed for a troupe of acrobats.
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One Potato, Two Potato     7 May 2002Sleep

The right sort of Bed
(If you see what I mean)
Is a Bed that might
Be a submarine

Nosing through water
Clear and green,
Silvery and glittery
As a sardine.

Or a jet-propelled Bed
For visiting Mars
With mosquito nets
For the shooting stars….

Sylvia Plath
Story

“I can’t sleep a wink,” said Perky the biggest pig.
“Nor can I,” said Pudgy the middle-sized pig.
“Me neither,” said Tweeny -Weeny the littlest pig.  “LISTEN,…what’s that terrible noise.”
SN…………SN…………NOR………ORT………SNORT
They dived under the duvet, but the noise got louder.
SN…………SN………NOR………ORT………SNORT

words for discussion:-  to ‘drop off’ to sleep; a nap; hibernation; duvet

After the programme

- Bedtime routines.  Ask the children to talk about/write down their nightly routine, if they
have one.  Who puts them to bed, do they have a drink, a story, a night light - does a
precious teddy or other creature always comes to bed with them?

- List the types of places people sleep e.g. beds, bunks, hammocks, cots, cradles, sleeping
bags.

- Is it hard to get up in the morning?  (even on a Saturday?)
- Is it hard to go to bed at night?  Why?
- What might we have on a bed? - Quilts, sheets, blankets, duvet, pillows, mattress etc.
- Does anything make the children scared at night?  Talk about night noises, bad dreams,

the dark etc.  What do they do if they are scared?
- Discuss the need for sleep - to rest our minds and bodies.  Babies need a lot of sleep

because so much energy goes into growing.  Very old people sleep more too.
- Think of words to describe sleep e.g. a doze, a nap, nodding off, forty winks.
- Hibernation.
- Talk about places where animals sleep (because it is where they feel safe) e.g. rabbit in a

 burrow, birds in a hole or nest.
- Talk about where the children’s pets sleep.  Or farm animals.
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Story Comprehension

• What were the three pigs names? (Perky, the biggest, Pudgy the middle-sized and Tweeny-
Weeny the little one).

• What was making the awful snorting noise?  (Grandpa).
• Where was he sitting?  (in the kitchen, on a rocking chair, under a pile of newspapers).
• What did the pigs do to try to stop him snoring?  (shook pepper to make him sneeze and tickled

his toes).
• Did it work?
• What did work?  (they propped a balloon under his chin to keep his mouth closed).
• Where did Grandpa sleep in the end?  (the little pigs’ bed).
• Where did they sleep?  (the bottom of the wardrobe).

Northern  Ireland  Curriculum

English

Talking and Listening: Pupils should engage in talking and listening for a variety of
purposes including:- taking part in conversations and
discussions expressing thoughts, feelings and opinions.

Science

Ourselves: Pupils should be given opportunities to develop ideas
about how to keep healthy, through exercise, rest, diet,
personal hygiene and safety.

Animals and Plants: Pupils should have opportunities to find out - ways in which
animal behaviour is influenced by seasonal changes
e.g. hibernation.

One Potato, Two Potato     7 May 2002Sleep
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A River Begins
One Potato, Two Potato  Summer 2002B B C Northern Ireland Education

Programme 5
14 May

by Maureen Donnelly

Following a river from its source to the sea and talking about some of the wildlife, leisure
activi ties and industries which make use of it at various places.

CDs Messing About On The River

My Lagan Softly Flowing

Story

A story set on the River Lagan towpath in the days when horses still pulled coal boats along it,
and telling of the adventure of two boys on a fishing trip.

words for discussion:-  heron; pike; coal barge; tow-path; harness; tiller; to drift away (in
the water); mane; ship-yards; iceberg.

After the programme

- Talk about the various sections of a river i.e. the tiny spring at its source, a running
river, and becoming wider towards the sea.

- Have any of the children experience of a river e.g. fishing, paddling, rowing boat etc.
- Discuss and emphasise safety near water.
- Talk about varieties of boats, from smallest to largest: canoe, rowing boat, cruiser, ferry

the Titanic!
- Are there any canals or tow paths in your area?
- Arrange a visit to the Lagan Lookout in Belfast.  Contact the Education Officer, Rosie

Murray at 02890 311944.

Story Comprehension

• What were the boys names and who was the younger?  (Peter was 12 and Mike 5)
• Where were they fishing?  (on the River Lagan).
• Where is this river?
• Who was their ‘friend’ who came along the towpath?  (the horse, Charlie).
• What did the boys have for lunch?  (sandwiches and lemonade).
• What had they brought for Charlie?  (a carrot).
• What happened to Mike?  (he fell in).
• Who saved him?  (Charlie).
• What was Mike going to learn to do before he went fishing again?  (to swim).
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One Potato, Two Potato    14 May 2002A River Begins

Northern  Ireland  Curriculum

Geography

The Natural Environment: Pupils should have opportunities to learn about
some common landscape features e.g. rivers, lakes,
mountains.

History Pupils should be given opportunities to explore:
how people co-operated and depended on each other in
the past, and how roles may have changed or remained
the same over time, the way of life of people in the past
(CH).

Historical Skills and Concepts: Pupils should have opportunities to: talk about evidence
which gives us information about the past, and re-tell
stories about the past.

English

Reading: Pupils should have opportunities to: listen to and
understand a range of texts which are read aloud,
including those presented on tape or radio.

Cross-Curricular Links

Programme 5
Rivers

History
canals
towpaths
barges

English 
discussion
comprehension
safety near water

Geography
rivers
wildlife
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The Mourne Mountains
One Potato, Two Potato  Summer 2002B B C Northern Ireland Education

Programme 6
21 May

by Maureen Donnelly

A visit to the Mournes, looking at quarrying, sheep, mountain walking, and in particular the
making of the Silent Valley Dam, illustrated by a great song written by the pupils of Annalong
and Moneydarragh Primary Schools.

Songs

The Silent Valley Dam

chorus: Here’s to the men, the Mourne men, the gallant hardy clan.
Here’s to the men, the Mourne men, who built the valley dam.

verse 1 The town of Belfast was growing so fast, and something
would have to be done.
You couldn’t rely on the water supply at the height of the

                                  summer sun.
                 So a plan it was laid for a dam to be made by the banks

                          of the River Kilkeel.
                                  And Carson it was who cut the first sod in nineteen twenty three.

chorus: Here’s to the men, the Mourne men, the gallant hardy clan.
Here’s to the men, the Mourne men, who built the valley dam.

verse 2 It wasn’t long ‘till Annalong was in a noisy jam
With shipments of equipment for the Silent Valley Dam
And to transport them from the port, a railway line did leave.
To run through Moneydarragh up to Bignian and Moolieve.

chorus: Here’s to the men, the Mourne men, the gallant hardy clan.
Here’s to the men, the Mourne men, who built the valley dam.

verse 3 The work was rough and times were rough as you may understand.
And eight good men they met their end while working on the dam.
But now the breezes sing their peace across this lovely land.
To praise the men, the Mourne men who built the valley dam.

chorus: Here’s to the men, the Mourne men, the gallant hardy clan.
Here’s to the men, the Mourne men, who built the valley dam.

(From CD ‘Pathways’ which was made possible through the Department of the Education
Special Reconciliation and the Southern Education and Library Board)
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Song
The Bear Went Over The Mountain

Trad.

The sheep went over the mountain……….

The dog went over the mountain…………

(make up more verses of your own)

Story

About a trip to the Mournes which involved a very exciting mountain rescue.

words for discussion:- granite; kerb stones; to graze (sheep); first-aid box; reservoir; an
old smuggler’s cave; mountain rescue team; stretcher; compass; dam.
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- Draw some diagrams to explain how a dam works.
- Where is the dam situated which provides the water in your area?  Could a visit be

arranged?
- Try and make up a song about something in your area.

Story Comprehension

• What did Daddy take with them to keep them safe in the mountains?  (strong shoes, thick
socks, warm sweaters and lighter tee-shirts, waterproofs, water, food, first-aid kit, torch,
compass and mobile phone!)

• What was the big lake that stored drinking water called?  (a reservoir).
• What was the weather like?  (sun and then a thunder storm).
• Where did they have their picnic? (sheltering in an old smuggler’s cave).
• What happened to the two boys?  (they were lost, soaked, no suitable clothes with them

and one had hurt his ankle).
• How did they help the helicopter to land?  (shone the torch on a flat bit).

-  The Silent Valley Dam.

Read the words of the children’s song - it tells the story of the building of the dam. (The
valley was originally known as the Happy Valley before it became flooded for the
construction of the dam).

Northern  Ireland  Curriculum

Geography

The Natural Environment: Pupils should have opportunities to learn about
materials in the natural environment e.g. water and
talk about their use; some common landscape features
e.g. rivers, hills, lakes and mountains.

Jobs and Transport: Pupils should have opportunities to learn about: some of the
goods and service people we need e.g. they could discuss the
services we use every day; find out about the work involved in
making and delivering it.

After the programme

- Has anyone ever climbed a mountain?  What was it like?
- Talk about the various industries which are located in the mountains e.g. sheep rearing,

quarrying, forestry, water.
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English Pupils should engage in talking and listening for a variety
of purposes including: taking part in conversations and
discussions and asking and answering questions and
drawing conclusions.

Music

Listening and Responding: Pupils should have opportunities to think and talk about
the features and effects of the music they create, perform
and listen to.

Cross-Curricular Links
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Programme 6
The Mourne
Mountains

History
Silent Valley Dam

English 
discussion
comprehension

Geography
natural environment
rivers
mountains

Music
song writing
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