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Programmes
Changing Stories 16 January
Billy’s Dance 23 January
Big Words, Little Words 30 January
All You Need Are Words 6 February
Millions of Fingers 13 February
The Fox Who Liked Eggs 27 February
We’re All Special 6 March
In the Middle 13 March
In Order 20 March
Competition Results 27 March

*Please note no broadcast on 20 February*

The series provides a training ground for the development of listening
skills in P1–P3 pupils. Using a mixture of story, song, rhyme,
discussion, poetry and music, all locally based, the programmes are
designed to encourage careful and constructive listening, to stimulate
the imagination of young children and to extend their awareness of
their own environment and heritage

The themes chosen for the term are linked to allow a natural progression of ideas to flow from week to week.
The topics for this term include creative writing, poetry,literacy, PSE and maths

Age 5 – 7
Key Stage 1

Series Producer:
Bernagh Brims

Spring/Summer/Autumn 2001
Tuesday 11.05 – 11.20
from 16 January to 27 March

BBC Radio Ulster
Medium Wave 1341 Khz
North West 792 Khz
Enniskillen 673 Khz

ONE POTATO,
TWO POTATOSpring 2001

Presenters Michael McDowell &Libby Smyth



ONE POTATO,
TWO POTATOSpring 2001

2

Northern Ireland Curriculum
The series may be used to support the three main areas of study English, Mathematics and Science at Key
Stage 1.

The series will also assist with music, history, geography and cross-curricular themes. These will include
cultural heritage, education for mutual understanding and health education.

Tape Recording

Where possible, it would be an advantage to tape-record programmes. By using the pause button, sections of
the broadcast can be discussed leading to greater understanding or appreciation. Many of the songs are very
attractive and the children may well want to learn them or hear them again.

After the Broadcast

Each programme will offer material for discussion. Some suggestions for further follow-up activities are given
in the Teacher’s Notes or are made during the broadcasts.

Teachers might like to consider covering some or all of the following aspects after the programmes:

• Discussion and/or recall of broadcast.

• Re-tell the story.

• Art or craft work.

• Topic or project work.

• Singing songs/repeating rhymes.

• Number work.

• Drama/acting the story/role play.

• Written work.

Material from the children in the way of stories, songs, poems, drawings or letters will always be welcome
and acknowledged.

Teachers’ views too are very important, and we value your opinion on how the series works in the classroom.
To help us plan future programmes, please send your comments, information, criticism, or suggestions to:

The Producer, One Potato, Two Potato, BBC Broadcasting House, Belfast, BT2 8HQ 
or e-mail us at: education.ni@bbc.co.uk

A series provided by the BBC at the request of the Educational Broadcasting Council for Northern Ireland.
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A programme exploring some well-known nursery rhymes and stories, and posing the question – what
happens to the end of a story if you change something in the middle? Libby and Michael will also be
introducing the idea of fact and fiction, and giving details of this year’s One Potato, Two Potato creative
writing competition, in which their young listeners will be asked to write a new Goldilock’s story.

NB: The first five programmes this term all have a strong literacy theme.

Author: Bernagh Brims
Broadcast Date: 16 January

Programme One: Changing Stories

Three Bears Rap
Hey there, Big Bear,
What d’you like for breakfast?
Cornflakes, rice cakes,
Weetabix or what?

I LIKE PORRIDGE!
GIVE ME PORRIDGE!
I LIKE PORRIDGE IN A
GREAT BIG POT!

Hey there, Mama Bear,
What d’you like to sit in?
Arm chair, deck chair,
Rocking chair or what?

I LIKE MY CHAIR,
MY SIT-AND-SHUT-YOUR-EYE CHAIR,
MY WATCH-THE-WORLD-GO-BY CHAIR,
I LIKE MY CHAIR A LOT.

Hey there, Baby Bear,
What d’you like to sleep in?
Bath tub, coal bin, 
Flower bed or what?

THAT’S REAL EASY!
IT’S EASY SQUEEZY WHEEZY!
THERE’S NOTHING IN THE WORLD
TO BEAT MY OWN SMALL COT!

Hey there, Three Bears!
What d’you think of Goldilocks?

BOOOOOOOO!

Kaye Umansky

RAP
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After the Programme

• Discuss the sort of books and stories the children like.

• Choose the six most popular books in the class library, and ask the children to vote for their favourite. A
great encouragement to further reading. It might be appropriate to have a boys list and a girls.  (Think
carefully about this – it may encourage more boys in particular to read – or it could put children off what
is now deemed as a book for the opposite sex.)

• Choose different types of books. Make up titles for them e.g. a scary story, a funny one, an adventure story
etc.

• Discuss fact and fiction and read out some examples.

• Hold up books from the class library and ask the children to decide if they go in a fact or fiction pile.

• Revise some nursery rhymes. Try to change something in them and ask what if. 
e.g. Miss Muffett loved spiders Humpty Dumpty was a football.

• Do the Three Bears Rap.

• Make some porridge.

• Talk about the Goldilock’s story and discuss the questions Libby and Michael ask e.g. what if the three
bears had locked their door? Or fitted a burglar alarm? What if the Bears came home early just as
Goldilocks arrived at their house?

words for discussion: nursery rhyme; contrary; cockle shells; a pail; facts; fiction; porridge

Competition Details

Details of this year’s creative writing competition will be announced during the programme.

Entries will be judged in four categories, for P1, 2, 3 and 4 classes.

Children are asked to write and illustrate a new Goldilocks and the Three Bears Story in which, instead
of Goldilocks arriving at the Bears house by herself, the writer has to pretend he/she was with her. They
and Goldilocks open the door and see the three bowls of porridge steaming on the table. What happens
next?

Possible ideas could be discussed as a class, or to ensure greater originality, you might prefer to leave each
child to think out his/her own story. While it is obviously self defeating to give too much guidance when they
are being asked to use their imagination, it might help to pose a few questions e.g. how would they feel, did
they taste the porridge or not, did the bears come home, where they fierce or friendly, what did they and
Goldilocks do? Try to encourage them to think up a new ending to the traditional story, reminding them of
Libby and Michael’s discussion on the programme – if you change the middle of a story, it usually changes
the ending.
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Prizes will be awarded to the best entries from a P1, 2, 3 and 4 class, and preference will be given to the most
imaginative and original stories, regardless of writing or spelling ability. Particularly for the youngest age
group, a few words and a drawing will be sufficient.

*PLEASE NOTE ALL ENTRIES MUST BE ILLUSTRATED*

We will be featuring as many stories as possible in the last programme of the term, on 
27 March, and the first prizewinners in each category will be invited into the studio to talk about their entries.
Their stories will also be featured on this website.

CLOSING DATE
Entries in good time please and BEFORE 16 March to:-

The Producer
One Potato, Two Potato
BBC
Broadcasting House
Ormeau Avenue
Belfast
BT2 8HQ

NORTHERN IRELAND CURRICULUM

ENGLISH

Talking and Listening
Pupils should have opportunities to: listen to, tell and retell stories based on personal experiences,
imagination, pictures and literature; express thoughts, feelings and opinions in response to literature, media
and curricular topics.

Reading
Pupils should have opportunities to: listen to and understand a range of texts which are read aloud, including
those presented on tape or radio; re-telling, re-reading or acting out familiar poems, stories or parts of stories;
composing, reading and sharing their own books of stories and poems.

Writing
Pupils should have opportunities to write in a variety of forms, including stories; experiment with words.
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Today’s programme features an original fairy story from County Armagh and a discussion on fairy lore; wells,
hawthorn trees and fairy rings, and the local legends which grew up around these ‘fairy places’.

Author: Barbara Lloyd Evans
Broadcast Date: 23 January

Programme Two: Billy’s Dance

Bubbles
Out in the garden
When school was done
I blew bubbles
In the sun.

I blew a bubble
Huge as could be!
It hung in the air
For all to see.

Into my bubble
I looked and found
A shining land
That was rainbow round.

It looked like a world
Meant for no one but fairies.
They’d keep little farms there
With cows, chicks, and dairies.
Woods where the pixies
Could picnic for pleasure,
And hide near the rainbows
Their crocks of strange treasure.

Countries were marked there
Plain as could be;
Green for the country,
Blue for the sea.
Purple for heather,
Sunshine like gold ,
Bubble-land weather
Could never be cold.

And then came a bee
All furry and fat.
Before I could think
What he would be at

My beautiful bubble
He brushed with his wing,
And all that was left 
Was a little damp ring.

L Nicholson

POEMS
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The Fairy Hill
Tiveragh is a fairy hill and near to Cushendall,
And nobody goes there at night, no nobody at all.
The hill is small, the sides are steep.
And I have heard it said
That flickering lights go in and out
While everyone’s in bed.
And on the top two hawthorns grow,
A white one and a red.

John Irivne

Let’s Dance (to the tune of ‘Pop Goes the Weasel’)
Tap your toes
And tap your heels
Bring your feet together,
Take my hands
And swing me round,
Let’s dance together!

Stretch your toes
Stick out your feet
Click your heels together,
Each take hands
And in a ring
All dance together!

Barbara Lloyd Evans

Billy started dancing, humming the tune under his breath as he tapped his feet.
Then the fiddler began to play faster and faster until the music became wild and
Billy grew breathless. “Oh stop, Gryff! Stop!” he cried, “I need a rest!” But Gryff
only laughed and played even more loudly and Billy found to his horror that he
couldn’t stop his feet dancing.

After the Programme

• How many different names for ‘fairies’ can the children think of e.g. gnomes, pixies leprechauns, goblins,
elves?

• The class will all be familiar with story-book fairytales, but are there any stories or folk legends associated
with they own locality? (If so, we would be particularly interest in hearing from you).

• A discussion on ‘magical’ places and the superstition surrounding them, e.g. fairy hills, thorns, rings, wells,
raths. Are their any in your area, and could a visit be arranged?

words for discussion: shepherd, sheep ‘graze’, cairn (on top of a mountain), 
boulder, toadstool, ‘valuable’ sheep

SONG

STORY
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Northern Ireland Curriculum

HISTORY

Pupils should have opportunities to: develop communication skills by re-telling stories about the past e.g. the
main points of a legend or folk tale in their own words; explore the past significance of people from the past
e.g. folklore figures.
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Look It Up
Everybody says
I’m a very good reader
Especially for my age
But I’ve just met a word
That I don’t know
It’s halfway down this page

I’m not really sure
What it might mean
Though I could always guess
Maybe I’ll skip it
Pretend its not there
That might be the best

But I know all the letters
And I know all the sounds
So here’s my little plan
I’m going to look it up
And find out what it means
Then….I’ll understand

Chris Ward

Author: Chris Ward
Broadcast Date: 30 January

Programme Three: Big Words, Little Words

A delightful story which shares a little girl’s pleasure in using all sorts of words and celebrates the sheer
enjoyment of the shape, sound and variety of meaning of words.

POEMS
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What Word Is It?
I know a very tiny word
It isn’t very big
It has a sound that’s clean and dry
Like when I snap a twig
It is a sound I hear a lot
In lit and fit and sit
It is a very tiny word
I’m very fond of…it.

I know a very tiny word
I like it quite a lot
I like it when its very cold
I like it when its hot
It always seems so simple
And it helps me quite a bit
It is a very tiny word
I’m very fond of…it.

Chris Ward

POEMS

Scary Words
A girl who sat upon a chair
Picked up a book just lying there
She read a word that made her hair
Stick up like spikes in frosty air

Her eyelids flicked and her left ear
Began to twitch, which made her fear
Of this large word just grow and grow
What was it, would you like to know?

She wasn’t scared of the midnight dark
She wasn’t scared of a monster shark
She wasn’t scared of heights, or flying
But this word was, simply….TERRIFYING!

Chris Ward

NB Read this poem out loud, or write it on the board – how many times is the word ‘it’ or ‘its’ used? (14)
Which other words in the poem contain ‘it’?



ONE POTATO,
TWO POTATOSpring 2001

11

V2 Chorus
...why don’t you try Kangeroo?

K - A - N - G - E - R - O - O , that spells kangeroo to you...
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STORY Nikki’s head was full of words. Little tiny words, middle sized words, large funny shaped
words and even some huge great monster words that she could spell, though she wasn’t sure
what they meant

After the Programme

• Continue the theme started in programme 1 in which the class talk about the sorts of books and stories
they like.

• If you have the programme on tape, play the story again and stop it frequently to talk about Nikki’s choice
of words when she is describing something.

• Teasing. When is it good, or when can it get out of hand? Was Nikki teasing her Dad? Was he teasing her?

• Talk about the fun of experimenting with words, even if we aren’t sure of their meaning.

• How do we find out what words mean? (Guessing from context, looking it up in the dictionary, asking
someone).

• Occupations. Talk about the jobs the children think they would like to do. What influences their choice –
ask them to give reasons for their choice. Do they think they would be good at it?

• Would anyone like to be a writer, like Nikki? What attributes would you need? (Would you need to know
big words?).

words for discussion: phenomenally (heavy); dictionary; a ferocious racket; 
occupations (as in job); an author.

Northern Ireland Curriculum

ENGLISH

Reading

Pupils should develop the ability to: make choices for themselves by browsing in the book area or library; use
a range of strategies to identify unfamiliar words in texts; talk with the teacher about the ways in which
language is written down, identifying phrases, words, patterns of letters and other features of written language;
make use of picture dictionaries, personal word banks etc. for reading and writing tasks.



ONE POTATO,
TWO POTATOSpring 2001

13

The first of two programmes about poetry. Beginning with what it is hoped are some familiar nursery rhymes,
the programme then looks at a variety of poems which tell a story, help to make ‘pictures in the head’, and
make you think.

Poetry often encapsulates a strong – or even a simple – emotion in a very few words. Appropriately chosen
poems to which the children can relate can only increase their interest and enjoyment in reading generally.

Author: Sam McBratney
Broadcast Date: 6 February

Programme Four: All You Need Are Words

Hometime
“Please Miss, these can’t be my wellies!
The size and the colour are fine,
My name may be written inside them,
But no way can these ones be mine!”

“Joseph, they must be your wellies!”
“They can’t be, I’ll prove it,” said Joe.
“When I put them down here this morning
My wellies were covered in snow!”

Colin McNaughton

Betty At The Party
“When I was at the party,”
Said Betty, aged just four.
“A little girl fell off her chair,
Right down upon the floor;
And all the other little girls
Began to laugh, but me –
“I didn’t laugh a single bit,”
Said Betty seriously.

“Why not?” her mother asked her,
Full of delight to find
That Betty – bless her little heart –
Had been so sweetly kind.
“Why didn’t you laugh, my darling?
Or don’t you like to tell?”
“I didn’t laugh,” said Betty,
“Cause it was me that fell.

Unknown

POEMS
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Worms 
Worms! Wet.
Wet Worms.
Wobbly wet worms.
Wiggly!
Wiggly wobbly wet worms.

Mark Nugent Reception Class, Clay Primary School

Off To Africa
On the wire we gather
In a nearly-ready row.

They won’t shiver in the winter
When the cold winds blow.

I wonder – which wee swallow
Has the job of shouting GO!

Sam McBratney

Flower Fairies Of The Snow
Deep sleeps the Winter, cold, wet and grey,
Surely all the world is dead; Spring is far away.
Wait!  The world shall waken; it is not dead,
For lo,
The Fair Maids of February stand in a row.

Cecily Baker

A Quiet Poem
Babies sleeping,
Cradle swinging,
Birds gliding,
Eyes opening,
Mouths grinning,
Snowmen melting,
Teeth growing,
Wool unravelling,
People thinking,
Clothes shrinking,
Blankets falling,
Lamps go out.

Stacey McCallum P4 Parkhill Primary School
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The Lollipop Toad
How does a frog get over the road?
Do you think he knows his Green Cross Code?
When he hops from here to there,
The cars must give him an awful scare.
Maybe he knows of secret holes,
Or long dark tunnels dug by moles.
How does a frog get over the road?
I think there must be a Lollipop Toad!

Sam McBratney
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Verse 2 Slam goes the door,
Smash goes the plate,
A big loud noise is what I hate.
Wobble goes the jelly,
Pitter Patter goes the rain,
Drip goes the tap when it’s quiet again.

Chorus: A big loud noise
A big loud noise
All the girls and the boys
Love a big loud noise
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After the Programme

• Chant some nursery rhymes together as a starting point to a discussion on poetry. (It may be that some
children aren’t as familiar with them as might be expected).

• Repeat and discuss the questions asked on the programme e.g.

Who fell off the wall?

Who had a little lamb?

Who lost her sheep?

Who sat down beside Little Miss Muffett?

Who went up the hill to fetch a pail of water?

What jumped over the moon?

What did Old Mother Hubbard find in the cupboard?

Who said “Yes, sir, yes sir, three bags full.”

• In today’s programme the poems tell a story, encourage the children to use their imaginations – to ‘see’
and ‘hear’ things – and to think or wonder about something. Read some of the poems again, or find some
new ones which fall into these categories.

• Chanting some favourite poems together gives a sense of achievement to young children, and will foster
the sense of rhythm which is essential to poetry.

• List everyone’s name in the class and divide them into one, two, three syllable names etc. Now make them
into a class ‘poem’. A good starting rhythm would be a two syllable name, then another, then a three
syllable name i.e.
Simon, Lisa, Jennifer Paul,
Kieran, Sarah, Jonathan, Clare.

• Take four names and change their order and let the class decide which ‘tune’ they prefer i.e.
Andrew, Maeve, Christopher, Katy
or
Katy, Andrew, Christopher, Maeve
Or
Christopher, Katy, Andrew. Maeve etc.

• Draw pictures to illustrate any of the poems in today’s programme.
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Northern Ireland Curriculum

ENGLISH

Talking and Listening

Pupils should have opportunities to: Explore stories, poems and songs – recreating parts of them in art, drama
and other activities; listen to and saying poems; read aloud from a variety of sources, including their own
work.

Reading and Cross-Curricular Themes

Pupils should have opportunities to read stories and poems about life situations to facilitate discussions of
feelings and emotions. (CH, EMU, HE).

Activities

Listen to and understand a range of texts which are read aloud, including those presented on tape, radio or
television.

Writing

Pupils should have opportunities to: write in a variety of forms including: poems; opportunities to experiment
with words — e.g. riddles and rhymes, experiment with simple poetic forms.
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A second programme about poetry, looking at poems about people, which express feelings, and writing poetry.

Author: Sam McBratney
Broadcast Date: 13 February

Programme Five: Millions of Fingers

What do you suppose –
A bee sat on my nose.
Then what do you think?
He gave me a wink, and said,
“I beg your pardon,
I thought you were a garden!”

Anon

Mice
I think mice
Are rather nice.
Their tails are long,
Their faces small,
They haven’t any chins at all.
Their ears are pink,
Their teeth are white,
They run about the house at night.
They nibble things they shouldn’t touch
And no-one seems to like them much.
But I think mice
Are nice.

Rose Fyleman

We’re Racing
We’re racing, racing down the walk,
Over the pavement and round the block.
Our hair flies backwards.
It’s whish and whirr!
She roars at me and I shout at her
As past the porches and garden gates
We rattle and rock
On our roller skates.

Phylis McGinley

POEMS
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My Brother Is A Punk
My brother is a punk.
His hair stands in spike.
He wears a torn-up jacket.
He rides a motorbike.

He makes a mess at table.
He gobbles down his food.
He often screams and shouts.
He walks round in the nude.

I’m glad I’m not him.
(I’m sure he must feel cold).
He really is a terror.
He’s only two years old.

Charles Thomson

My Brother
Me and my brother
Sometimes fight.
But that’s all right.
And sometimes….
We are good
If we are in the mood.

Patrick Mulholland – 
P1 St Malachy’s Primary School, Whitecross

I’m Sorry
My friend shouted at me yesterday,
And I shouted back at her.
She won’t play with me today
And I won’t play with her.

My friend shouted at me yesterday,
And I shouted back at her.
She doesn’t speak to me any more,
And I won’t speak to her.

If she was as sad as I am sad,
This is what she might do:
She might come and say I’m sorry,
And I would say sorry, too.

Sam McBratney
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Chorus

V2 I like making pies with mud – So do I, so do I
Chips and beans and chocolate pud – So do I, so do I
I like standing on my head – So do I, so do I
But I hate to go to bed! – So do I, so do I

Chorus

V3 I like jumping over ditches – So do I, so do I
Reading stories about witches – So do I, so do I
Playing football in the park – So do I, so do I
Hide and Seek in the dark! – So do I, so do I

Chorus

V4 I like sliding, I like swinging – So do I, so do I
I like shouting, I like singing – So do I, so do I
In my wellies I like splashing – So do I, so do I
What I really hate is WASHING! – So do I, so do I
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After the Programme

• Poetry can be used as a good starting point for discussing feelings e.g. what makes the children happy, sad,
frightened?

• The traditional way of beginning poetry writing for young children is to suggest a theme and have a brain
storming session, collecting a web of words. Initially all ideas are acceptable and should be written down –
anyone’s word is valid, but some will turn out to be more appropriate.

When the words have been chosen as a group and written into some sort of sequence in sentences, discuss
what makes a piece of poetry rather than prose i.e.

– It is shorter, uses less words and therefore the words chosen must all be important.

– The lines are shorter (i.e. they don’t go right to the edge of the page. Some lines might have only one
or two words).

– It may rhyme, but doesn’t have to.

– But – it does have a special rhythm.

Northern Ireland Curriculum

ENGLISH

Talking and Listening

Pupils should have opportunities to: explore stories, poems and songs – recreating parts of them in art, drama
and other activities; listen to and saying poems; reading aloud from a variety of sources, including their own
work.

Reading and Cross-Curricular Themes

Pupils should have opportunities to read stories and poems about life situations to facilitate discussions of
feelings and emotions. (CH, EMU, HE).

Activities

Listen to and understand a range of texts which are read aloud, including those presented on tape, radio or
television.

Writing

Pupils should have opportunities to: write in a variety of forms including: poems; opportunities to experiment
with words – e.g. riddles and rhymes, experiment with simple 
poetic forms.
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How high is the sky, or how far does the wind blow? How deep is the deepest puddle and how dark is the
darkest night? Some of the questions posed by some ‘very intelligent birds’ in this week’s story.
Unfortunately, the creature they asked was a young fox, who was particularly fond of eggs…

This week’s broadcast completes the term’s unit on the theme of literacy, and makes the point that nothing
beats a good story, well written and told.

SONG/RHYME Tell me a story, tell me a story
Tell me a story before I go to bed;
You promised me, you said you would,
You gotta give in ‘cause I’ve been good,
Tell me a story before I go to bed

After the Programme

Story Comprehension

– What did the young fox like? (eggs)

– What sort of birds were the ‘four most intelligent birds’? (a hen, a goose, a duck, a turkey).

– Where did the ‘wise old bird of the forest’ live? (in a sycamore tree, deep in the forest).

– When did the wise old bird answer questions? (10 o’clock sharp in the morning).

– What did the four intelligent birds bring the wise old bird as payment? (an egg each).

– Did they like walking in the forest?

– Where they happy with the wise old bird’s answers?

– What was the wise old bird really?

– Who was ‘intelligent’ in the story – the birds or the young fox?

• A further discussion on favourite books and stories, the theme of this term. Allow some children to do a
‘book review’ for the class on their favourite story, giving brief details of the plot or characters and saying
why they like it.

• Talk about the original story about Chicken Licken, Henny Penny etc.

• Draw the story.

• Talk about ‘tricking’ someone, as in the story. What happened? Did the person mind?

• Talk about a special story you like to read, or have read to you, before you go to sleep.

words for discussion: egg yolk; eggs were ‘scarce’ in the forest; a fox’s den; the fox’s eyes ‘glittered’; 
to pluck a feather.

Author: Sam McBratney
Broadcast Date: 27 February

Programme Six: The Fox Who Liked Eggs
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Northern Ireland Curriculum

ENGLISH

Talking and Listening

Pupils should have opportunities to: listen to, tell and retell stories based on personal experiences,
imagination, pictures and literature; express thoughts feelings and opinions in response to literature, media and
curricular topics.

Reading

Pupils should have opportunities to: listen to and understand a range of texts which are read aloud, including
those presented on tape or radio; re-telling, re-reading or acting out familiar poems, stories or parts of stories;
composing, reading and sharing their own books of stories and poems.

Writing

Pupils should have opportunities to write in a variety of forms, including stories; experiment with words. 
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No wonder the spider Senga, in this week’s story, is feeling insecure with ancestry like hers – after all her
many-times great grandfather was the spider who tried and tried again in the Robert the Bruce story. A distant
cousin was one Incy Wincy, and even the ‘black sheep’ of the family was famous, the spider who frightened
Little Miss Muffett.

Through the story, Libby and Michael will be promoting the idea that we are all special in some way, and
asking their young listeners to think of things they are good at.

Author: Katy Clarke
Broadcast Date: 6 March

Programme Seven: We’re All Special

Put Your Mind To It
Put you mind to it
You can do it!
Whatever your talents might be.
Running, singing,
Drawing, swimming,
Whistling, climbing that tree.

Put you mind to it
You can do it!
Whatever your talents might be.
Helping at home,
Answering the phone,
Smiling, as wide as can be.

Just put your mind to it,
You can do it!
Whatever your talents might be.

Katy Clarke

We’re All Special (to the tune of Frere Jacques)
We’re all special, we’re all special,
That is true, that is true.
If I’m good at something, if I’m good at something,
You are too, you are too

Words Katy Clarke

POEM

SONGS
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V2 Two elephants went out to play
Upon a spider’s web one day.
They found it such enormous fun
That they called for another elephant to come.

V3 Three elephants went out to play
Upon a spider’s web one day.
They found it such enormous fun
That they called for another elephant to come

V4 Four elephants went out to play
Upon a spider’s web one day.
They found it such enormous fun
That they called for another elephant to come.

V5 Five elephants went out to play
Upon a spider’s web one day.
They found it such enormous fun
They bounced and bounced
and bounced
and bounced
and bounced and…
CRASH
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After the Programme

• Spiders could be the subject of an interesting project. They are fascinating creatures, and undeserving of
the poor reputation they often have.

Spiders have four pairs of legs and no antennae, and it is this which distinguishes them from insects. The
spider’s soft body is divided into two. The front part carries several pairs of eyes and all the legs. They are
carnivorous and use their venom to kill or paralyse their victim before sucking them dry.

Garden spiders produce the best webs, and children will be fascinated by them if one can be found. They
show up particularly well on an autumn morning when covered with dew or frost (or you could spray
water gently on one).

Although all spiders do not construct webs, they all produce silk. It is produced in the abdomen and is
liquid to start with, but hardens as soon as it meets the air and flows out like toothpaste from a tube. It is
used for wrapping up eggs and as a life-line if the spider falls.

• Go on a spider hunt in small supervised groups. Magnifying glasses are useful to study the delicate
patterns of a web.

• Make an indoor spider tank. Line with leaf mould, provide an assortment of twigs and add some spiders.
Spray lightly with water each morning. The class will be fascinated by the appearance of webs in the tank.
Reinforce the message of caring for all creatures by freeing the spider after a few days.

• Talk about the three ‘famous’ spiders mentioned in the story – Incy Wincy, the Robert the Bruce spider,
Miss Muffett’s spider. 

• To help the class understand the meaning of perseverance, talk about Incy Wincy climbing up the spout
again and again, or the Robert the Bruce story, with the spider who, try, try, tried again. Can the children
talk about times when they had to persevere e.g. learning to ride a bike, swim, roller skate, or to tie their
shoes. How did they feel when they achieved their goal?

• Ask the children to write down six things they think they are good at.

• Divide them into pairs – or best friends – and ask them to write out three things they admire about the
other person. Let them read out loud the good things that have been written about them.

• Set up an interest table with items displayed in sets of eight, to focus on the number of legs a spider has.

• Weaving webs. Provide each child with a piece of card with eight lines drawn out from the centre and
eight holes punched and numbered at the top of the lines to form the outer circle of the web, and a needle
threaded with wool. Ask the children to make a spider’s web by pulling the wool through each hole
following the numbers. When finished, they can join the lines with a pencil to complete the web effect.

• Spider and Fly Game. Divide the class into two groups. One group should be in pairs – these are the webs.
The rest of the children hop and jump round the room pretending to be flies when the signal is given. In
this way they won’t move too fast, and the spiders web children, holding hands in pairs, will chase and
catch their prey by putting their circled arms round ‘a fly’ and trapping it. Once caught, the three children
sit down together until all the flies have been caught.

• Make and fly kites.
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Words for discussion: nephew; uncle; to ‘dangle from a strand’ (a spider); cobweb; “I must take the weight
off these old pins”; to be special; a spout; a work of art (as in special); to feel
‘scunnered’; spinnerets (wee holes in a spider’s stomach where the silk comes from).

Northern Ireland Curriculum

SCIENCE

Living Things

Animals and Plants: Pupils should be given opportunities to: find out about the variety of animal life through
direct observations and using secondary sources; find out about some animals, including how they grow, feed,
move and use their senses.

ENGLISH

Contribution to Cross-Curricular themes: 

Pupils should have opportunities to: 

• talk about themselves and others (CH, EMU, HE)

• read stories and poems to facilitate discussions of feelings and emotions (CH, EMU,HE)

• write captions about personal qualities and positive behaviour (EMU)

MATHS

Handling Data

Pupils should have opportunities to: sort everyday objects and talk about the reasons for sorting; select criteria
for sorting a set of objects.

PE

Games

Pupils should have opportunities to: take part in simple games involving individual and 
co-operative play; make use of space and outwit an opponent while playing simple games.

Art

Materials, Tools and Processes

Pupils should have opportunities to: work with textiles; make three dimensional structures by assembling,
arranging and joining a variety of materials.
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Cross-Curricular Links
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The first of two programmes in which maths and English are linked, this week by the theme ‘in the middle’.
Libby and Michael will be looking at a whole variety of ‘middles’ – games when to be in the middle is
important, division, lollipop men and ladies, the fillings we put in the middle of a sandwich or burger, and
what its like to be ‘a middle child’ in a family.

Author: Isobel Gamble
Broadcast Date: 13 March

Programme Eight: In the Middle

Quiet Children Please
Quiet, quiet children, please, 
stop running round the kitchen,
I’m in the middle of making the tea.
Goodness me, I’ve dropped the egg yolk
onto the floor. Please don’t step in the middle of it.
Look the postman has brought a parcel,
open it and see what surprise is in the middle.
Goodness there’s father home from work,
he’ll be looking for his tea.
Sorry dear, I’m in a bit of a muddle,
when I cut the chicken pie down the middle
I realised that I had forgotten to put any chicken in it.
It might be mid-night before I get this mess cleared up!

Isobel Gamble
(NB Count how many ‘middles’ you can spot)

In The Middle 
I have a big sister called Jen,
She is two years older than me.
Everyone says she looks like Mum,
How straight and tall she’s grown.
I have a baby brother, too, called Jim,
He’s just a baby still, and sits on Mum’s knee,
How like your Dad he is, says Auntie Jean.
They made no comment when they looked at me.
I don’t have Dad’s nose, I don’t have Mum’s eyes,
I reckon Gran knows best when she says –
I look just like me.

Isobel Gamble

POEMS
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Toby was a sort of pig called a saddle-back. He was pink all over except for a broad
black stripe right round his middle. Not very long ago Toby hated the black band that
circled his body. He wished above everything else that he was like the other pigs on
Farmer McNeil’s farm.

STORY

After the programme

Story Comprehension

– What sort of pig was Toby? (a saddle-back)

– What did he hate? (the black band round his body, because he was different from the other pigs).

– How did Toby try to get rid of the black band? (he soaped himself in the water trough; he rolled in the
grass; he covered himself in mud).

– Who rescued him from the pond? (duck).

– What did his friends Maisie, Bruce and Woolly think of him? (They missed him and his lovely black band,
which made him different from all the other animals).

• Do some number games and experiments involving dividing things ‘down the middle’ or ‘in half’.

• Measure the children’s ‘middles’. Look at trouser and skirt size labels.

• Do the children have a ‘middle’ name? Write them all out on the board. Any child who hasn’t got one
could be allowed to choose one for themselves. Write their names on a label to wear and have a ‘call me
by my middle name’ day.

• Talk about why to be in the middle is often the most useful position e.g. why do these things work best in
the middle – a light bulb in the ceiling, a lollipop person, a scarecrow, ‘cats eyes’ on the road.

• Play some games where to be in the middle is important e.g. ‘piggy in the middle’, skipping games.

• Talk about fillings for burgers or sandwiches. What are the favourites?

• How many ‘middle’ children are there in class? Talk about the advantages.

• Talk about items with no ‘middles’ e.g. polo mints, drinking or art straws, swimming rings or life rings.

• Talk about the ‘moral’ of the story about Toby. (He hated the black band round his waist because it made
him look different, but it was this that his friends liked about him).

words for discussion: to teach some manners; hollow down the middle (a straw); a litter (of pigs).
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Northern Ireland Curriculum

MATHS

Numbers

Pupils should have opportunities to: recognise and use simple everyday fractions.

ENGLISH

Pupils should engage in talking and listening for a variety of purposes including: telling stories and talking
about events; asking and answering questions and drawing conclusions; expressing thoughts, feelings and
opinions.

PE

Games

Pupils should have opportunities to: take part in simple games involving individual and 
co-operative play.

Cross-Curricular Links
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In this second programme with a theme which links both maths and English, Libby and Michael will be
talking their young listeners through their daily routine and thinking about why we choose to do things in a
certain ‘order’. They will also be talking about that other sort of order, as in keeping things tidy.

Author: Isobel Gamble
Broadcast Date: 20 March

Programme Nine: In Order

I Get Up in the Morning
When I get up in the morning
I tumble out of bed,
I yawn and stretch and stretch and yawn
And scratch my sleepy head.

When I get up in the morning
I always wash my face,
And splash and splash the soapy water
All round the place.

When I get up in the morning
I always clean my teeth,
Front and back and back and front.
On top and underneath.

When I get up in the morning
I always brush my hair,
Brush it this way, brush it that.
Brush it everywhere.

When I get up in the morning
I always rub my tummy,
Because I know my breakfast’s waiting –
Yummy, yummy, yummy.

Clive Webster

I’m A Little Helper
I’m a little helper,
I like to tidy up,
I help dad do the dishes –
Whoops, there goes a cup.

I’m a little helper,
I like to dust and clean,
I help dad do the hovering –
I’ve got my own machine!

POEMS
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I’m a little helper,
I like to dig and weed.
I help dad in the garden –
I’m the only help he needs!

I’m a little helper,
I like to do my room,
Dad says I should do it now –
I’ll get around to it soon!

Tony Bradman

Another Hour
Please, can I stay up late tonight?
It’s only half past seven.
I’d really like to watch TV,
My friends all watch much more than me.
And there’s a programme I’ve got to see –
Another hour would be heaven!

Please can I stay up late tonight?
It’s only half past eight.
It really would be such a bore
To go upstairs and close my door,
The next thing on is what my friends adore –
And sleeping’s what I hate.

Please can I stay up late tonight?
It’s only half past nine.
This programme’s really got me going,
The hero’s trapped inside a crashing Boeing,
Will he be saved? There’s just no way of knowing –
We really need more time!

Please can I stay up late tonight?
It’s only half past …CLICK.
What have you done? It isn’t fair!
You’ve left that programme in mid-air…
All right, all right, I’m half way up the stairs!
But it’s still a rotten trick!

Tony Bradman

POEMS
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V1 Mister Noah built an ark,
The people thought it such a lark.
Mister Noah pleaded so
But into the ark they would not go

Chorus Down came the rain in torrents, (splish, splash}
Down came the rain in torrents, (splish, splash} spoken
Down came the rain in torrents.
And only eight were saved.

V2 The animals went in two by two,
Elephant, giraffe and kangaroo.
All were safely stowed away
On that great and aweful day

Chorus Down came the rain in torrents, (splish, splash}
Down came the rain in torrents, (splish,splash} spoken
Down came the rain in torrents.
And only eight were saved.
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After the Programme

Story Comprehension

– Whose birthday was it? (owl’s)

– What age was he going to be? (ten)

– Who decided to give him a surprise party (fox)

– What did he do to organise it first? (he fell asleep).

– Who woke him, and how? (otter, slipping on a wet stick).

– What was owl’s favourite birthday cake? (hazelnuts, topped with blackberries).

– Who did organise owl’s party? (owl).

• Make lists, diaries or discuss your daily routine.

• List six activities on the board and get the class to put them in the right order e.g. relating to going to bed,
making a purchase, setting a table, having a bath, making a sandwich etc.

• Clocks and telling the time activities.

• Look at your school layout and discuss why it is in this ‘order’. Are the infant classes grouped in one area?
Why is the kitchen near the hall or canteen? Are there numbers on the doors. Why?

• Talk about queuing and lining up.

• Tidying up. Where are things kept in the classroom? Who tidies up at home? Are the children responsible
for clearing away and tidying things? What areas, how do they feel about this?

• Planning a party. What order would you need to do things in and what would you need to think about.

• Play the game ‘Chinese Whispers’ in which a message is passed from one child to another, and see if the
message changes by the end.

words for discussion: to oversleep; to number something i.e. doors; ‘down came the rain in torrents’; 
‘to organise’ a party; a comfortable nook; to pass a message on.
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Northern Ireland Curriculum

MATHS

Measures

Pupils should be have opportunities to: sequence everyday events; recognise times on the clock face.

ENGLISH

Talking and Listening

Pupils should have opportunities to: listen to, tell and retell stories; express thoughts feelings and opinions in
response to personal experiences, literature, media and curricular topics or activities e.g. respond to an
educational broadcast.

GEOGRAPHY

Homes and Buildings

Pupils should have opportunities to learn about: the main features of their home and school –
e.g investigate the number of rooms in the school and their different uses.

Cross-Curricular Links
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Author: Bernagh Brims
Broadcast Date: 27 March

Programme Ten: Competition Results

Announcing the winners of the story writing competition launched on 16 January.

Teachers using this series off cassette should note that, due to its nature, this programme can only be
heard live on 27 March, and is not available on tape.

2000 POETRY-WRITING WINNERS

P1 1st Jessica Brooks Loughries Primary School, Newtownards
2nd Shannon Johnston St Patrick’s Primary School, Burrenreagh
3rd Peter Currie Loughries Primary School, Newtownards

P2 1st Conor McManus St Joseph’s Primary School, Carryduff
2nd Dominic Parker St Colum’s Primary School, Portstewart
3rd Courtney McKibbin St Patrick’s Primary School, Burrenreagh

P3 1st Niall McLaughlin St Joseph’s Primary School, Strangford
2nd Alannah Connery St Joseph’s Primary School, Carryduff
3rd Jordan Lee Farren St John’s Primary School, Coleraine

P4 1st Claire Lannon St Malachy’s Primary School,Carnagat, Newry
2nd Eimear Lenagh Our Lady’s Primary School, Keady
3rd Nathan McKibbin St Malachy’s Primary School, Carnagat, Newry
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Credits

Kay Umansky for poem Hey There Big Bear from The Three Singing Pigs publisher A & C Black.

L Nicholson for poem Bubbles from The Book of A Thousand Poems publisher Evan Bros Co.

John Irvine for poem The Fairy Hill unpublished

Colin McNaughton for poem Hometime taken from Who’s Been Sleeping In My Porridge? 
publisher Walker Books

The Society of Authors for Rose Fyleman’s poem Mice.

Phylis McGinley for poem We’re Racing taken from Sugar and Spice publisher Curtis Brown Ltd.

Charles Thomson for poem My Brother Is A Punk taken from You Just Can’t Win.

Clive Webster for poem I Get Up In The Morning taken from First Verses compiled by John Foster and
publisher Oxford University Press.

Tony Bradman for poems I’m A Little Helper and Another Hour taken from Smile Please 
publisher Puffin Books.

Publisher A & C Black for song One Elephant taken from Okki-Tokki-Unga trad.
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Next Term

Topics coming up in the Summer Term
(begins 16 January 2001)

Animals, in science, nature, folk lore and music

1. Freda The Homeless Frog

2. Do You Get The Message? (bird and animal communication)

3. Fishy Tales (underwater communication)

4. Paudeen Pig

5. The Travelling Musicians In Sound

6. The Travelling Musicians In Music


