
The series provides a training ground for the development of listening skills in P1-P3 pupils.  Using a mixture

of story, song, rhyme, discussion, poetry and music, all locally based, the programmes are designed to

encourage careful and constructive listening, to stimulate the imagination of young children and to extend their

awareness of their own environment and heritage.

The themes chosen for the term are linked to allow a natural progression of ideas to flow from week to week.

The topics for this term are WEATHER (including units on science, geography, English, maths, music and art),

and IN  THE  PAST (units on old toys, old schools, relationships with grandparents and a local traditional

legend).

Presenters Michael McDowell and Libby Smyth
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Programmes

1. Rain, Rain Go Away

2. Daniel and the Disagreeable Shadow

3. In Tune with the Weather

4. A Rainy Day

5. Thunder and Lightning

6. Rainmakers

7. Kerry’s Wonderful Surprise

8. Herbie Whistle and the Builder’s Bucket

9. Gifts from Grandparents

10. Wee Meg Barnileg

*Please note no broadcast 30 October*

Northern Ireland Curriculum

The series may be used to support the three main areas of study in English, Mathematics and Science at Key

Stage 1.

The series will also assist with music, history, geography and cross-curricular themes.  These will include

cultural heritage, education for mutual understanding and health education.

Tape Recording

Where possible, it would be an advantage to tape-record programmes.  By using the pause button sections of

the broadcast can be discussed leading to greater understanding or appreciation.  Many of the songs are very

attractive and the children may well want to learn them or hear them again.
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After the Broadcast

Each programme will offer material for discussion.  Some suggestions for further follow-up activities are given

in the Teacher’s Notes or are made during the broadcasts.

Teachers might like to consider covering some or all of the following aspects after the programme:

• Discussion and/or recall of broadcast.

• Re-tell the story.

• Art or craft work.

• Topic or project work

• Singing songs/repeating rhymes.

• Number work.

• Drama/acting the story/role play.

• Written work.

Material from the children in the way of stories, songs, poems, drawings or letters will always be welcomed and

acknowledged.

Teacher’s views too are very important, and we value your opinion on how the series works in the classroom.

To help us plan future programmes, please send your comments, information, criticism, or suggestions to:

The Producer

One Potato, Two Potato

BBC Broadcasting House

Belfast

BT2 8HQ

Or e-mail us at: education.ni@bbc.co.uk

A series provided by the BBC at the request of the Educational Broadcasting Council for Northern Ireland.
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Script by: Bernagh Brims

Story  by: Bernard McLaverty

Broadcast date: 18 September

Programme 1  Rain, Rain Go Away

Over the next six weeks, Libby and Michael will be looking at weather and all its different aspects.  Today’s

‘starter’ programmes is a general one, focussing largely on rain.

Poem Rain

I opened my eyes

And looked up at the rain

And it dripped in my head

And flowed into my brain

So pardon this wild crazy thing I just said

I’m just not the same since there’s rain in my head.

I step very softly

I walk very slowly

I can’t do a hand-stand

Or I might overflow.

And all I can hear as I lie in my bed

Is the slishity-slosh of the rain in my head.

(Shel Silverstein)

Song The Rain Song

On Monday morning he got up.

“It’s raining, it’s raining again!”

“I can’t go to school today,” he said

“It’s raining, it’s raining again!”

Chorus: Antonio! Antonio!

it’s raining, it’s raining again!”

On Tuesday morning he got up.

“It’s raining, it’s raining again!”

“I can’t play football today,” he said.

“It’s raining, it’s raining again!”
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On Wednesday morning he got up.

“It’s raining, it’s raining again!”

“I can’t go shopping today,” he said,

“It’s raining, it’s raining again!”

On Thursday morning he got up.

“It’s raining, it’s raining again!”

“I can’t go swimming today,” he said,

“It’s raining, it’s raining again!”

On Friday morning he got up.

“It’s raining, it’s raining again!”

“I can’t paint the house today,” he said,

“It’s raining, it’s raining again!”

On Saturday morning he got up.

“It’s raining, it’s raining again!”

“I can’t sweep the floor today,” he said,

“It’s raining, it’s raining again!”

On Sunday morning he got up.

“It’s raining, it’s raining again!”

“I can’t cook the dinner today,” he said,

“It’s raining, it’s raining again!”

(John Parry)

Story

The two bored children sat in a shed at the bottom of the garden, listening to the rain on the roof.  The shed was

leaking, and drops of water fell through onto the floor.

“Let’s catch the water in jam jars,” said one.

So they got some old ones and began to collect the drops that fell from the roof.  They made a musical sound.

After the Programme

- Many expressions are used in the programme in connection with the rain – e.g. ‘soaked to the skin’,

‘drenched’, ‘coming down in buckets’, raining cats and dogs’.  Can the class think of any others?

- Collect words which describe types of rain and place them in order of intensity,

e.g. mizzle, drizzle, shower, cloudburst, downpour, skiff, spitting.

- Collect descriptive words, e.g. drip, patter, splash, plop, splosh.

- Make ‘wet’ pictures – drip paint on wet paper, or blow splashes of paint with drinking straws.
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Maths
measurements

Geography
weather charts

English 
word banks
figure of speech
local expression

Art
blotting paper pictures

Music
rhythm
composing rain music

Programme 1
Rain

- Make a weather chart.

- Number work – collect and measure amounts of rainfall.  Measure the ‘size’ of different types of

rain by catching it on blotting paper and drawing round the outline of the drops.

- Make some ‘music’ as in the story, by dripping water into jam pots filled with different levels of

water.  Or let them experiment with a range of plastic and glass bottles filled with different amounts

of water.  Sounds can be produced by gently striking the glass bottles with a pencil, if blowing

across them is too difficult.

- Collect rain ‘prophecies’.  These ones are surprisingly accurate: ‘red sky at night is the shepherd’s

delight’, ‘red sky in the morning, shepherd’s warning’, ‘the north wind doth blow and we shall have

snow’, ‘thunder in spring cold will bring’, ‘fine before seven, rain before eleven’ (and the other way

round).

- In addition, there are many local country prophecies which they might find out about, e.g. ‘ring

round the moon’ means rain next day, as does cattle lying down in the field, cats washing their

whiskers with their paws, floor boards creaking, etc.

- Do the children think any of these weather sayings are true?  How could they test some of them?

Cross-Curricular Links

Northern Ireland Curriculum

English

Talking and Listening: Pupils should be given opportunities to express thoughts, feelings and

opinions in response to personal experiences, literature, media and

curricular topics or activities e.g. respond to an educational broadcast.
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Reading: Pupils should have opportunities to listen to and understand a range of texts

which are read aloud, including those presented on tape, radio or television.

Writing: Pupils should have opportunities to write for a variety of purposes and to

express their thoughts, feelings and imaginings; describe; narrate.

Geography

Weather: Pupils should have opportunities to learn about: the weather in their local

area; changes in weather through the seasons; how weather effects people’s

lives; the weather in other places.

Science

Investigating and Evaluating: Pupils should have opportunities to: present their findings using

appropriate methods e.g. block graphs, labelled pictures, bar charts etc.

Materials.  Properties: Pupils should be given opportunities to: investigate similarities and

differences in materials and objects and sort them according to their

properties e.g. those which absorb water and those which are waterproof.

Change: Pupils should be given opportunities to: find out about the effects of

heating and cooling some everyday substances such as water.

Maths

Handling Data: Pupils should have opportunities to: collect data and record it; help to

design an observation sheet and use it to record a set of data leading to a

frequency table, and collate and analyse the results.

Music

Composing: Pupils should have opportunities to: play with sound; explore and

investigate ways of making sounds; create simple effects using single

sounds; select and use sounds to express mood and atmosphere.

Performing: Pupils should have opportunities to: join in singing rhymes and simple

songs; develop an awareness of simple features in songs and

accompaniments which they sing and play.

Listening and Responding: Pupils should have opportunities to: respond imaginatively to a variety of

short pieces of music; think and talk about the features and effects of the

music they create, perform, and listen to.

Art Pupils should have opportunities to: experiment with paint; make three

dimensional structures by assembling, arranging and joining a variety of

materials.

BB CC Northern Ireland Education OnlineBB Autumn 2001

One Potato, Two PotatoRain Rain Go Away  



Script by: Helena Sheridan

Broadcast date: 25 September

Programme 2  Daniel and the Disagreeable Shadow

The second programme in this unit on weather, looking at variety of weather, suitable clothes, weather forecast-

ing, and shadows.

Poem A Silly Fella

There was a silly fella,

Who couldn’t get things right.

He bought some smart sunglasses,

But wore them out at night!

He wore a woolly overcoat,

When the day was warm.

And had a picnic at the beach,

In a thunder storm.

He tried to get a sun tan,

In the pouring rain.

Then thought he’d build a snowman,

When the sun came out again.

He waited for a stormy day,

To try his new umbrella.

Then wondered why it blew away,

He’s such a silly fella!

(Helena Sheridan)
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Verse 2. When the sun is in the sky,

Then the day is warm and dry.

I’ll put on my shorts so I

Can play down at the sea.

Verse 3. Even when the cold wind blows,

Bringing ice and the wintry snows.

Tingling fingers and tingling toes,

There’s frosty fun for me.

Verse 4. But if I hear the thunder crash,

See the lightning’s angry flash.

Then it’s home I quickly dash,

‘Cos stormy it will be!

Verse 5. What will the weather be like today?

Will the skies be blue or grey?

What does the forecast have to say?

What will the weather be?

Story

Daniel stormed into the house.  His mummy had been busy baking biscuits in the kitchen when she heard the

boys quarrelling…”Oh Daniel,” his Mummy said, “You have such a terrible temper.  If you don’t watch out one

day you’ll fight with your own shadow!”…
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Fact File

Weather Forecasts

• The job of studying the weather is done by a meteorologist.  They have to understand how weather

works so they can predict what will happen next.

• Information is collected from many sources, and from all over the world.  It is recorded by weather

stations on land and at sea, and from weather balloons, weather satellites orbiting the earth, ships

and aircraft.  The information is fed into computers which produce weather maps.  Most are

accurate to a few days in advance, but sometimes mistakes can be made.

• Who needs it?  Farmers need to know when to plant or harvest; roads need gritting; fishermen need

accurate forecast of storms and sea conditions; we like to know so we can plan ahead.

After the programme
(NB also see other suggestions under programmes 1-6)

- Talk about the different sorts of clothes we wear for different weather.

- Are the clothes you are wearing now suitable to wear inside and out?  Would you need to change

anything?

- Talk about people who work outside, and what protection they might need at different times of the

year – from cold, rain, wind, sun etc.  (Think of farmers, builders, fishermen, lollipop men and

women).

- Talk about sunburn, and the need to protect their own skin.

- Talk about and list the variety of things the children can do in different weather.  What can they only

do in summer, what is best about winter, what is their favourite weather and why.

- Discuss the jobs some people do which are dependent on, or very affected by, the weather.

- Weather Forecasting.  (See fact file above).  Who needs to know what the weather will be like, and

why.  Try to predict what the weather will be like tomorrow.  Draw a weather map – and then see if

you were right!

- Invent symbols for different sorts of weather.

- Shadows.  Make shadow pictures with hands on a white surface.  Record the progress of the sun at

hourly intervals by placing sticks in the ground at the edge of a shadow – or marking it with

coloured tape on the classroom floor or wall.

- Make a weather collage using different weather pictures e.g. kites, trees blowing, snowmen,

wellington boots, swimming togs.  Have a brain-storming session and ask for suggestions – if you

get enough, they might be divided into seasons and you could produce four collages.

Story Comprehension

• Who did Daniel fall out with play football?  (his friend Peter)

• What was the weather like? (so hot it melted his chocolate biscuit)

• Who kept ‘rushing’ past him? (his shadow)

• Who did the shadow frighten first? (Farmer McBride’s calf)

• What happened? (the farmer fell over the bucket and spilled the milk)

• Who was Mr Minnow, and what happened to him? (he was a fisherman.  He fell into the river)

• Who was Mr Potts? (a painter – he fell off his ladder and was covered in yellow paint)

words for discussion:- suntan lotion; harvest crops; weather forecast; meteorologist; a ‘shady’ spot.
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Geography
weather forcasting

Art
weather collage

Programme 2
Daniel and the 

Disagreeable Shadow

HE
sun protection

Science
shadows
charts
data

Cross-Curricular Links

Northern Ireland Curriculum

English

Talking and Listening: Pupils should be given opportunities to express thoughts, feelings and

opinions in response to personal experiences, literature, media and

curricular topics or activities e.g. respond to an educational broadcast.

Reading: Pupils should have opportunities to listen to and understand a range of texts

which are read aloud, including those presented on tape, radio or television.

Writing: Pupils should have opportunities to write for a variety of purposes and to

express their thoughts, feelings and imaginings; describe; narrate.

Geography

Weather: Pupils should have opportunities to learn about: the weather in their local

area; changes in weather through the seasons; how weather effects people’s

lives; the weather in other places.

Science

Investigating and Evaluating: Pupils should have opportunities to: present their findings using

appropriate methods e.g. block graphs, labelled pictures, bar charts etc.

Materials.  Properties: Pupils should be given opportunities to: investigate similarities and

differences in materials and objects and sort them according to their

properties e.g. those which absorb water and those which are waterproof.
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Change: Pupils should be given opportunities to: find out about the effects of

heating and cooling some everyday substances such as water.

Maths

Handling Data: Pupils should have opportunities to: collect data and record it; help to

design an observation sheet and use it to record a set of data leading to a

frequency table, and collate and analyse the results.

Music

Composing: Pupils should have opportunities to: play with sound; explore and

investigate ways of making sounds; create simple effects using single

sounds; select and use sounds to express mood and atmosphere.

Performing: Pupils should have opportunities to: join in singing rhymes and simple

songs; develop an awareness of simple features in songs and

accompaniments which they sing and play.

Listening and Responding: Pupils should have opportunities to: respond imaginatively to a variety of

short pieces of music; think and talk about the features and effects of the

music they create, perform, and listen to.

Art Pupils should have opportunities to: experiment with paint; make three

dimensional structures by assembling, arranging and joining a variety of

materials.
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In Tune with the Weather

Script by:  Barbara Gray

Broadcast date: 2 October

Programme 3  In Tune with the Weather

Continuing the theme of weather, this week’s musical programme features some delightful weather songs and

will also look further at weather forecasts, wind and snow.

Songs
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verse 2 Here is the weather, here is the weather,

here is the weather forecast.

If you’re in the west you will get the best

of the sunshine that is expected.

Though it might be breezy, it will still be easy

to relax in the rays reflected.

So have some fun in the winter sun,

while the weather is not so dreary.

When the sun is gone and the day is done

you’ll have memories to keep you cheery.

verse 3 Here is the weather, here is the weather,

here is the weather forecast.

If the south’s your part then you needn’t start

to attend to your garden flowers,

for the clouds are forming with the clearest warning

that you’re in for a lot of showers.

The rain will pour for a few hours more.

You’ll be glad that you heard this warning.

So just stay indoors while outside it pours.

It should stop by tomorrow morning.

verse 4 Here is the weather, here is the weather,

here is the weather forecast.

When the rough winds blow in the east you’ll know

that you’re in for some blustery weather.

Get your washing ready, hold your hat on steady,

or you might lose it altogether.

The wind will roar as it bangs the door,

while the leaves from the trees come tumbling.

Coloured gold and brown, they will swirl around,

and the gardeners will all be grumbling.
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verse 2 In the shade of a palm tree we sit and rest,

for the sun puts our energy to test.

But we all say the sunshine’s simply the best.

How we love the tropical sun.

chorus Shine on tro-pi-cal sun.

Spread your glow round ev-ery-one.

Let us feel the warmth un-til the day is done.

Shine on tro-pi-cal sun.
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verse 2 Snowflakes are falling silently,

covering the bare winter branches with white.

Falling softly and silently,

while we lie asleep tonight.

verse 3 Snowflakes are falling silently,

covering the ground with a carpet of white.

Falling softly and silently,

while we lie asleep tonight.
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verse 2 Oooohhh, it scatters flowerpots.

Oooohhh, listen to them fall.

Oooohhh, down the path, along the drive.

The wind is stronger than us all.

verse 3 Oooohhh, it makes the waves crash.

Oooohhh, breakers rise and fall.

Oooohhh, against the rocks, against the pier.

The wind is stronger than us all.

Story

Caroline began to run after the birthday card.  Every time she almost caught it, it blew out of her reach again.

“Oh” she puffed, “this is terrible.”

Suddenly the card got caught in a hedge.  Caroline grabbed it and tried to pull it free.  Then ‘Oh no!’ the wind

snatched it away again and tossed it up into the air.  And that wasn’t the only thing that was tossed about…

Fact File

Snow forms when tiny droplets of water freeze into ice crystals.  The crystals join with others until a snow flake

is formed.  One snowflake can be made from several hundred ice crystals.  Snow crystals are always six-sided

and everyone is a different shape.  The size of a snowflake depends on the temperature – the largest flakes fall

when the temperature is just below freezing – the smallest flakes fall when the temperature is even colder.
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After the programme
(NB also see the other suggestions under programmes 1 – 6)

- Listen to the songs again, and discuss the words.

- Look at the Weather Forecast song.  Make up weather forecasts for your area.  How are you going

to produce them?  As a song, a drawing, a report, or read out, with diagrams, as if on television?

- Let the children decide what their favourite sort of weather is – they must give reasons.  Have a

‘debate’ on the pros and cons of the different sorts.

- Discuss why we need a variety of weather.  List all the reasons why we are relatively lucky with the

type of weather we have, where we don’t usually experience the extremes.

- Observe wind ‘speed’ over a week and keep a chart.  Decide on a rough measure e.g.

0 no wind

1 leaves blowing

2 branches swaying

3 articles moving etc.

- Make some snow flakes.  Cut out white paper circles (trace round a paper plate?)  Fold the circle in

half, and then the half circle into thirds (to form six equal segments) cut the corners of the folded

paper and chunks out of the straight sides.  Open up.

words for discussion:- to ‘splatter’; a palm tree; ‘tropical sun’; a ‘gust’ of wind.

Cross-Curricular Links

Northern Ireland Curriculum

English

Talking and Listening: Pupils should be given opportunities to express thoughts, feelings and

opinions in response to personal experiences, literature, media and

curricular topics or activities e.g. respond to an educational broadcast.
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weather music
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Reading: Pupils should have opportunities to listen to and understand a range of texts

which are read aloud, including those presented on tape, radio or television.

Writing: Pupils should have opportunities to write for a variety of purposes and to

express their thoughts, feelings and imaginings; describe; narrate.

Geography

Weather: Pupils should have opportunities to learn about: the weather in their local

area; changes in weather through the seasons; how weather effects people’s

lives; the weather in other places.

Science

Investigating and Evaluating: Pupils should have opportunities to: present their findings using

appropriate methods e.g. block graphs, labelled pictures, bar charts etc.

Materials.  Properties: Pupils should be given opportunities to: investigate similarities and

differences in materials and objects and sort them according to their

properties e.g. those which absorb water and those which are waterproof.

Change: Pupils should be given opportunities to: find out about the effects of

heating and cooling some everyday substances such as water.

Maths

Handling Data: Pupils should have opportunities to: collect data and record it; help to

design an observation sheet and use it to record a set of data leading to a

frequency table, and collate and analyse the results.

Music

Composing: Pupils should have opportunities to: play with sound; explore and

investigate ways of making sounds; create simple effects using single

sounds; select and use sounds to express mood and atmosphere.

Performing: Pupils should have opportunities to: join in singing rhymes and simple

songs; develop an awareness of simple features in songs and

accompaniments which they sing and play.

Listening and Responding: Pupils should have opportunities to: respond imaginatively to a variety of

short pieces of music; think and talk about the features and effects of the

music they create, perform, and listen to.

Art Pupils should have opportunities to: experiment with paint; make three

dimensional structures by assembling, arranging and joining a variety of

materials.

BB CC Northern Ireland Education OnlineBB Autumn 2001

One Potato, Two PotatoIn Tune with the Weather  



BB CC Northern Ireland Education OnlineBB

One Potato, 

Two Potato

Autumn 2001

A Rainy Day

Script by:  Bernagh Brims

Story by:  Janice Johnston

Broadcast date: 2 October

Programme 4:  A Rainy Day

This week’s weather programme focuses on rain, and includes the water cycle, fog and ice.

Poem Dragon Smoke

Breathe and blow

White clouds

With every puff

Its cold today

Cold enough

To see your breath

Huff!

Breathe dragon smoke

Today!

(Lilian Moore)



Songs
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verse 2 The street lights look strange with a fuzzy dim light.

I can’t see the houses.  You’d think it was night.

It feels like a cobweb, or inside a tomb,

this strange and mysterious gloom.

verse 3 The traffic sounds quiet.  My footsteps are slow.

It’s difficult now to know which way to go.

It’s strange to feel lost on familiar ground,

when fog closes in all around.



verse 2 Garden ponds are solid now

and the fishes underwater

have to stay there anyhow,

and the thirsty birds peck the ice somehow,

in the cold and frosty air.

chorus Whoops-a-dai-sy!

Better take care.

The road is sli-ppe-ry there.

If you want to run you’d be-tter think twice,

for the road is co-vered with ice.
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verse 3 We can slide and have some fun

as we try to keep our balance

and enjoy our skating fun,

till the ice all melts when the winter sun

thaws the cold and frosty air.

chorus Whoops-a-dai-sy!

Better take care.

The road is sli-ppe-ry there.

If you want to run you’d be-tter think twice,

for the road is co-vered with ice.

Story

As soon as Mum opened the door the rain became even noisier.  It pelted down on the ground so hard that it

bounced right back up again.  When Craig stepped out his whole head was filled with the sound as it banged

against his hood.  Needles of water tried to pierce through the rubbery material of his jacket, but they slithered

off.

Fact File

The Rain Cycle

• The Earth always has about the same amount of water.  It is always on the move – the water cycle

produces the most obvious types of weather, clouds, fog, rain and snow.

• Every plant and animal needs water to survive.  The water cycle provides the Earth with a continual

supply of fresh water.

• Surface water is heated by the sun, and the top layer evaporates.  This changes the water into

vapour.  The water vapour rises in the air and cools down and some of it becomes clouds.  Rain falls

from some clouds back to land, and the cycle continues.

• Water can be found in three forms, ice, liquid water  and water vapour.

• Fog is like a cloud, at ground level.  It is made up of billions of tiny water droplets.  It      forms

when water vapour cools down (which is why it most often forms at night, or in the very early

morning).  It clears away when the sun warms up the air again.

• Dew is formed when the air has become cold at night and water droplets form on grass and leaves.

• Frost is created when the ground freezes hard and droplets of water in it change into ice.

After the programme
(NB also see other suggestions under programmes 1 – 6)

- Discuss/draw simple diagrams of the rain cycle.

- If the weather is cold enough, breathe ‘dragon smoke’, and explain how the warmth of your breath

forms a type of ‘fog’ when it mixes with cool air.  (The same thing can sometimes be seen when

you open the door of a freezer).

- Talk about clouds, and ‘fog’ in a bathroom after a hot bath.

- Talk about being out in the rain.  Have the children ever thought of it as fun, as in the story?

- Talk about suitable clothing/footwear for being out in the rain.

- Waterproofing. Bring in a variety of materials and fabrics, and discuss which might keep you dry in
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Maths
charts
measurements

English 
discussion

Programme 4
A Rainy Day

Science
the water cycle
evaporation
condensation 
freezing
waterproofing
experimentation

the rain.  Stretch pieces of material over a jam jar and secure with an elastic band.  Drip water on to

each and see how long it takes for it to soak through.  Put the samples in order of most to least

waterproof.

- Freezing.  Why do they put salt on the road in winter?  Put two containers with the same amount of

water in a freezer – one of them having a little salt added.  Which freezes faster?

- Evaporation – do some experiments.

• Using a measuring jug put the same quantity of water into three containers with different

diameters e.g. a cup, a saucer and a bowl.  Put them on a sunny windowsill.  Note which

container had the largest water surface.  Check the amount of water left in each container by

the end of the school day by pouring it back into the measuring jug.

• Find an area in the school grounds where a puddle always collects e.g. on paving stones or

tarmac.  When the rain stops, draw round the puddle with a piece of chalk.  Draw another line

after an hour, and so on.  Try it in different types of weather i.e. the puddle will dry faster on a

hot sunny day.

• Put two identical sources of water on a sunny windowsill, and ‘shade’ one with a propped up

book.   Which evaporates faster?

words for discussion:- evaporate; top ‘layer’; foggy.

Cross-Curricular Links

Northern Ireland Curriculum

English

Talking and Listening: Pupils should be given opportunities to express thoughts, feelings and

opinions in response to personal experiences, literature, media and

curricular topics or activities e.g. respond to an educational broadcast.

Reading: Pupils should have opportunities to listen to and understand a range of texts

which are read aloud, including those presented on tape, radio or television.
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Writing: Pupils should have opportunities to write for a variety of purposes and to

express their thoughts, feelings and imaginings; describe; narrate.

Geography

Weather: Pupils should have opportunities to learn about: the weather in their local

area; changes in weather through the seasons; how weather effects people’s

lives; the weather in other places.

Science

Investigating and Evaluating: Pupils should have opportunities to: present their findings using

appropriate methods e.g. block graphs, labelled pictures, bar charts etc.

Materials.  Properties: Pupils should be given opportunities to: investigate similarities and

differences in materials and objects and sort them according to their

properties e.g. those which absorb water and those which are waterproof.

Change: Pupils should be given opportunities to: find out about the effects of

heating and cooling some everyday substances such as water.

Maths

Handling Data: Pupils should have opportunities to: collect data and record it; help to

design an observation sheet and use it to record a set of data leading to a

frequency table, and collate and analyse the results.

Music

Composing: Pupils should have opportunities to: play with sound; explore and

investigate ways of making sounds; create simple effects using single

sounds; select and use sounds to express mood and atmosphere.

Performing: Pupils should have opportunities to: join in singing rhymes and simple

songs; develop an awareness of simple features in songs and

accompaniments which they sing and play.

Listening and Responding: Pupils should have opportunities to: respond imaginatively to a variety of

short pieces of music; think and talk about the features and effects of the

music they create, perform, and listen to.

Art Pupils should have opportunities to: experiment with paint; make three

dimensional structures by assembling, arranging and joining a variety of

materials.
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Script by: Felicity Hayes-McCoy

Broadcast date: 16 October

Programme 5:  Thunder and Lightning

All through the ages people have reacted to the flashing and crashing in the skies, and have made up their own

myths and legends to explain them.  This week we’ll be looking at a few of them.  We’ll be hearing about the

Viking God Thor with his thundering chariot and his magic flashing hammer, the Greek God Zeus with his

lightning spears, and one told by the Native Americans Indians as they sheltered from the storms in their animal

skin tents.

Poem Crack, Smack, Boom!

Crack!

Smack!

Boom!

Flash!

Are the birds striking matches?

Are lads missing catches?

Are clouds having crashes?

Fireworks making flashes?

There’s bright lights up there,

And loud noises.

But why?

Bang!

Pow!

Streak!

Clatter!

What’s happening up in the sky?

Is it giants tap dancing?

Or stars playing chasing?

Maybe comets who can sing?

Or flying fish racing?

Such bright lights up there,

And loud noises.

But why?

(Felicity Hayes-McCoy)
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Verse 2. When the sun is in the sky,

Then the day is warm and dry.

I’ll put on my shorts so I

Can play down at the sea.

Verse 3. Even when the cold wind blows,

Bringing ice and the wintry snows.

Tingling fingers and tingling toes,

There’s frosty fun for me.

Verse 4. But if I hear the thunder crash,

See the lightning’s angry flash.

Then it’s home I quickly dash,

‘Cos stormy it will be!

Verse 5. What will the weather be like today?

Will the skies be blue or grey?

What does the forecast have to say?

What will the weather be?

Fact File

Thunder and Lightning

Lightning is a giant spark of electricity.  Electricity builds up in clouds, caused by large raindrops or hailstones

as they move up and down within the cloud.  A positive electrical charge builds up, and the energy is released

when the spark jumps to somewhere with a negative charge, such as the ground or another part of the cloud.

Thunder is the sound made when air is heated by lightning and expands.  Lightning is always seen before

thunder is heard.  The sound takes about three seconds to travel one kilometre.
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Programme 5
Thunder

and Lightning

Science
thunder
lightning
experiments

English 
myths & legends

After the programme

- Talk about the concept in Greek and Roman mythology – and many other cultures – that there were

several ‘Gods’ and that they were Gods, or Goddesses, of war, nature, love, water etc.

- Michael says he was told when he was small that thunder was ‘people throwing furniture round the

sky’.  Long ago in South America people said thunder was the voice of an angry God shouting, and

the rain was his tears.  Ask the children to make up their own stories to explain thunder and

lightning.

- Make your own lightning.  Tape a plastic sheet to a table top.  Hold a large iron saucepan by its

plastic handle, wearing a rubber glove, and rub the pan hard back and forth on the sheet.  Hold a

fork in the other hand bringing its prongs near to the saucepan’s rim. When the gap between is

small, a tiny spark should jump across.

words for discussion:- chariot; fawn.

Cross-Curricular Links

Northern Ireland Curriculum

English

Talking and Listening: Pupils should be given opportunities to express thoughts, feelings and

opinions in response to personal experiences, literature, media and

curricular topics or activities e.g. respond to an educational broadcast.

Reading: Pupils should have opportunities to listen to and understand a range of texts

which are read aloud, including those presented on tape, radio or television.

Writing: Pupils should have opportunities to write for a variety of purposes and to

express their thoughts, feelings and imaginings; describe; narrate.

Geography

Weather: Pupils should have opportunities to learn about: the weather in their local

area; changes in weather through the seasons; how weather effects people’s

lives; the weather in other places.
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Science

Investigating and Evaluating: Pupils should have opportunities to: present their findings using

appropriate methods e.g. block graphs, labelled pictures, bar charts etc.

Materials.  Properties: Pupils should be given opportunities to: investigate similarities and

differences in materials and objects and sort them according to their

properties e.g. those which absorb water and those which are waterproof.

Change: Pupils should be given opportunities to: find out about the effects of

heating and cooling some everyday substances such as water.

Maths

Handling Data: Pupils should have opportunities to: collect data and record it; help to

design an observation sheet and use it to record a set of data leading to a

frequency table, and collate and analyse the results.

Music

Composing: Pupils should have opportunities to: play with sound; explore and

investigate ways of making sounds; create simple effects using single

sounds; select and use sounds to express mood and atmosphere.

Performing: Pupils should have opportunities to: join in singing rhymes and simple

songs; develop an awareness of simple features in songs and

accompaniments which they sing and play.

Listening and Responding: Pupils should have opportunities to: respond imaginatively to a variety of

short pieces of music; think and talk about the features and effects of the

music they create, perform, and listen to.

Art Pupils should have opportunities to: experiment with paint; make three

dimensional structures by assembling, arranging and joining a variety of

materials.



Script by:  Kate Murphy

Broadcast date: 23 October

Programme 6 Rainmakers

Creative music making in this week’s One Potato, Two Potato when Libby and Michael will be completing the

unit of programmes on the subject of weather, by encouraging the children to make their own weather sounds

while they accompany a song all about Mr McGrew.

*If possible, the programme should be recorded so that the children can hear, and accompany the song

again after the programme.*
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Song
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v1 Mister McGrew went riding on a pony

Woodblock

Not a thing going wrong as he rode along

Woodblock

Then all at once he heard a clap of thunder

Tambourine

And the thunder made a sound

That echoed all around,

But Mr McGrew kept riding on his pony.

Woodblock

v.2 It grew very dark and down came the rain

Rainmaker

And the rain made a sound

That echoed all around

After the thunder

Tambourine

But Mr McGrew kept riding on his pony

Woodblock

v.3 Then after a while, the wind began to blow

Whooh

And the wind made a sound

That echoed all around

After the rain came

Rainmaker

After the thunder

Tambourine

But Mr McGrew kept riding on his pony

Woodblock



v.4 A truck passed him by and hooted on his horn

Horn

And the truck made a sound

That echoed all around

After the wind blew

Whooh

After the rain came

Rainmaker

After the thunder

Tambourine

But Mr McGrew kept riding on his pony

Woodblock

v.5 A bee buzzed around and stung him on the nose

Shaker

And the bee made a sound that echoed all around
After the truck passed

Horn

After the wind blew
Whooh

After the rain came

Rainmaker

After the thunder

Tambourine

But Mr McGrew kept riding on his pony

Woodblock
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Sounds/Instruments used in the programme
(These are suggestions only.  The song may also be performed using actions instead of instruments, or with a

combination of both.  Let the children experiment until they find sounds which satisfy them).

Instrument Action

PONY woodblock tongue clicking

THUNDER sheet of cardboard vocal ‘crash’

or

tambourine

RAIN rainmaker fingers

WIND tambourine blow/whistle

or

shaker

TRUCK horn ‘beep beep’ sound

or

recorder

BEE shaker buzzing sound

or

tambourine

After the programme

- Learn the song.  The accumulative nature of the words is quite complex, so they would be better

written out on the board.

- Experiment with a variety of instruments and sounds to select the accompaniments.

- Choose other favourite poems, stories or songs and find sounds to illustrate them.

- Select a theme and make a sound picture e.g. weather:- starts to rain, heavier, thunder, lightning,

gale, snow, calm etc.   Ask the children to think carefully about the sound they are trying to portray

i.e. a storm isn’t simply a very loud noise!

- Use made-up sound effects as well as vocal or instruments e.g. drop rice or dried peas on to a hard

surface to sound like rain.

- Compose a whole ‘piece of music’ on the theme, just using sounds and without words.  If possible,

record the effect and play it back and see if it could be improved.  Could a class who has never

heard the piece guess what the theme is?
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Cross-Curricular Links

Northern Ireland Curriculum

English

Talking and Listening: Pupils should be given opportunities to express thoughts, feelings and

opinions in response to personal experiences, literature, media and

curricular topics or activities e.g. respond to an educational broadcast.

Reading: Pupils should have opportunities to listen to and understand a range of texts

which are read aloud, including those presented on tape, radio or television.

Writing: Pupils should have opportunities to write for a variety of purposes and to

express their thoughts, feelings and imaginings; describe; narrate.

Geography

Weather: Pupils should have opportunities to learn about: the weather in their local

area; changes in weather through the seasons; how weather effects people’s

lives; the weather in other places.

Science

Investigating and Evaluating: Pupils should have opportunities to: present their findings using

appropriate methods e.g. block graphs, labelled pictures, bar charts etc.

Materials.  Properties: Pupils should be given opportunities to: investigate similarities and

differences in materials and objects and sort them according to their

properties e.g. those which absorb water and those which are waterproof.

English 
illustrate poems
illustrate stories

Music
experimentation
composition
singing

Programme 6
Rainmakers

Science
construct instruments/
sound effects
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Change: Pupils should be given opportunities to: find out about the effects of

heating and cooling some everyday substances such as water.

Maths

Handling Data: Pupils should have opportunities to: collect data and record it; help to

design an observation sheet and use it to record a set of data leading to a

frequency table, and collate and analyse the results.

Music

Composing: Pupils should have opportunities to: play with sound; explore and

investigate ways of making sounds; create simple effects using single

sounds; select and use sounds to express mood and atmosphere.

Performing: Pupils should have opportunities to: join in singing rhymes and simple

songs; develop an awareness of simple features in songs and

accompaniments which they sing and play.

Listening and Responding: Pupils should have opportunities to: respond imaginatively to a variety of

short pieces of music; think and talk about the features and effects of the

music they create, perform, and listen to.

Art Pupils should have opportunities to: experiment with paint; make three

dimensional structures by assembling, arranging and joining a variety of

materials.
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Script by: Helena Sheridan

Broadcast date: 6 November

Programme 7 Kerry’s Wonderful Surprise

Over the next few weeks, Libby and Michael will be looking at some things in the past.

This week’s programme looks at old toys – and how ever did children entertain themselves in the days before

electronic games were invented?

Poem The Toy Box

Lets look inside the toy box,

To see what we can find,

Perhaps we’ll see a spinning top,

Or clockwork toy to wind.

Maybe there’ll be a pretty doll,

Or cuddly teddy bear,

A sailing ship, or skipping rope,

And lots of games to share.

Perhaps we’ll find a rocket ship,

To blast off to the moon,

A trumpet or a toy guitar,

So we can play a tune.

But when the day is over,

And there’s not more time to play,

That’s when we gather up our toys,

And put they all away.

(Helena Sheridan)



Song

verse 2 Or if you want to be a cowboy,

Riding way out West,

Just use your imagination,

It will do the rest…and

Chorus Just pretend, just pretend,

You can be anyone,

Just pretend, just pretend

Make believe can be fun.
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verse 3 You can tame a roaring lion,

In a circus ring,

For when you simply make believe

You can do anything…so

Chorus Just pretend, just pretend,

You can be anyone,

Just pretend, just pretend

Make believe can be fun.

Story

“But Rocky doesn’t do anything,” Kerry moaned. “my electronic game does all sorts of clever things.   Rocky

just rocks backwards and forwards.”

Grandpa smiled and lifted Kerry onto Rocky’s saddle.  “Ah, but Rocky can do something very special,” he

whispered.  “He can take you to the Land of Let’s Pretend where all your dreams come true!  All you have to do

is believe in him!”

After the programme

- If possible, bring in some old toys – or pictures of some.  (Earlier toys relied on simple mechanisms

such as the wheel, spring or pulley, but from the 1920s clockwork toys began to appear often

operated by a wind-up key).  Talk about how the ones you have on display work.

- The study of old toys is an excellent starting point for introducing the concept of ‘history’ and the

passing of time.  (Many toys are miniature versions of  everyday objects in use at the time).  Have

the children any toys or dolls ‘handed down’ to them from parents or grandparents?  Ask them to

talk about them.

- Invite a parent or grandparent into class to be interviewed about a favourite toy, and the toys and

games they played with.  Are many the same as today?

- Discuss why some toys have gone out of date, and some have been improved and are still popular.

Have some remained largely unchanged, and why?  (e.g. Teddy Bears).

- Collect toys that make a noise e.g. squeak, rattle, a musical sound, a realistic sound etc.  Discuss the

different sounds they make (high, low, loud, soft, long, short etc).  Think of words to describe the

sounds i.e. tinkley, rattley, screechy etc.  Why does the toy make a noise?  What makes the noise?

- Play Kim’s Game with a selection of small toys on a tray.

Bring in an old toy of your own and say why you like it so much you have kept it since childhood.

Write four headings on the board:-  My favourite toy, why I like it, who gave it to me, how old it is.

The children can talk or write about one of their own favourite toys, answering these questions. (Or

you could ask them to choose two favourite toys, one they use outside and one for inside).

- Analyse some favourite computer or hand-held electronic games.  Why are they popular – because

they are exciting, challenging, interesting, easy/hard, look good, sound good etc.

- Talk about the story and ‘Kerry’s Wonderful Surprise’.  Was the adventure with Grandpa real, or all

in their imagination?

- Talk about ‘let’s pretend’ games.  What do the children like to imagine?
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Story Comprehension

• Why couldn’t Kerry play with her electronic game?  (the battery had run down)

• Where did Grandpa find the old rocking horse?  (in the cupboard under the stairs)

• What was the horse called? (Rocky)

• What were the ‘magic’ words?  (clippety, clopperty, tail goes swish, special pony, grant my wish!)

• What did Kerry wish for?  (to be a sheriff in the Wild West)

• Who was the meanest, toughest outlaw in the West?  (Dead-Eye Dan)

• What did Kerry have to stop him doing?  (stealing the gold from the stagecoach)

• How did she stop Dead-Eye Dan?  (she lassoed him with her rope)

• Where had Kerry been?  (to the Land of Let’s Pretend)

words for discussion:- toy ‘steam’ train; clockwork; a spring; to rummage; a rocking horse; a sheriff; the ‘Wild

West’; an outlaw; a stagecoach.

Cross-Curricular Links

Northern Ireland Curriculum

History
Pupils should have opportunities to: talk about evidence and artefacts which give

us information about the past and describe events, photographs and objects which

they have seen or heard.

Topics: Pupils should have opportunities to explore, at least once a year, a history–related

aspect of a topic in order to consider the difference between past and present e.g.

toys, schools.
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English

Talking and Listening: Pupils should have opportunities to listen to, tell and retell stories based on per-

sonal experiences, imagination, pictures and literature.

Science

Physical Processes Pupils should be given opportunities to: explore forces which

Force and Energy: push, pull or make things move; explore devices, including toys, which move.
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Herbie Whistle and the Builder's Bucket

Script by: Rosaleen Waddell

Story by: Martin Waddell

Broadcast date: 13 November

Programme 8 Herbie Whistle and the Builder’s Bucket

Continuing our look at things ‘in the past’, this week Libby and Michael will be focusing on old schools.  The

theme is illustrated by Martin Waddell’s story about Herbie Whistle and the tiny one teacher school he attended

at the turn of the century.

Story

There was just one room in the Little School, with a stove in the middle to keep everyone warm.  The school was

made of stone boulders from the field with a fine slate roof.  At least, it was a fine slate roof to begin with, when

the Little School was built, but in time things go wrong with slates…

Traditional Rhymes

Have you ever, ever, ever in your long-legged life

Seen a long-legged man with a long-legged wife?

No, I’ve never, never, never in my long-legged life

Seen a long-legged man with a long-legged wife.

Have you ever, ever, ever in your knock-kneed life

Seen a knock-kneed man with a knock-kneed wife.



No, I’ve never, never, never in my knock-kneed life

Seen a knocked-kneed man with a knock-kneed wife.

Have you ever, ever, ever in your bow-legged life

Seen a bow-legged man with a bow-legged wife.

No, I’ve never, never, never in my bow-legged life

Seen a bow-legged man with a bow-legged wife.

Our Wee School

Our school’s a nice wee school

It’s made of bricks and mortar

And the only thing that’s wrong with it

Is the baldy headed master.

Mr Brown is a very good man

He tries to teach us all he can

Reading, writing, arithmetic

He never forgets to use his stick.

Mr Brown is a very good man

He goes to church on Sunday

He prays to the Lord to give him strength

To bash the kids on Monday.

(Trad)

After the programme

Story Comprehension

• Why was the roof leaking?  (It was raining and the slates were letting in water)

• What was the teacher’s name?  (Mrs McMaster)

• Who did she ask to fix the roof?  (Sammy Dawkins, the builder)

• Who came to help him?  (Herbie Whistle)

• What day did they mend the roof?  (Saturday)

• Why wouldn’t the fire light on Monday?

• Name some of the other pupils Herbie went to school with.  (Doreen Wallace, Stomper, Wee Minnie)

• Although they were all in the same room, were they the same age?

- Talk about and compare some of the things in the Little School which were different from nowa

days.  e.g. bringing in fuel for the fire; a stove in the classroom; only one teacher; ink wells; nib

pens.

- Talk about some of the things we have in schools today which there would not have been in the past

e.g. television, computers, central heating, smoke alarms.

- Talk about some of the things which won’t be different e.g. games, books, means of getting to

school, food, punishments!
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- Visit the school office and note all the technology that is being used – fax machine, photocopier,

computers, telephones.  Find out the different roles of each.  What might have been used in the

past?

- Compile a survey of suitable questions, and take them home to compare school experiences of

parents and grandparents.

- Make a list of all the people who work in your school.  Choose one and invite them into the class to

be interviewed about their job (e.g. cook, school secretary, caretaker).

- List, count and name the different rooms in your school (e.g. dining hall, library, staff room, kitchen

etc).

- Discuss smoke alarms.  Talk about fire prevention, and fire drill in your school.

- If appropriate to your class, emphasise that it is forbidden in any circumstances to climb on a roof.

words for discussion:- inkwell; blotting paper; a turf fire; skipping and clapping games; a slate roof; stone

boulders; cement; to fill in “all the nooks and crannies”; sixpence.

Cross-Curricular Links

Northern Ireland Curriculum

History

Skills and Concepts: Pupils should have opportunities to develop a sense of the past by identi-

fying obvious differences between past and present.

Personal History: Pupils should have opportunities to explore: my family and school e.g.

memories of older people using a timeline of their life, school days and

significant events they can remember.

N.B. Topics: Pupils should have opportunities to explore, at least once a year, a history-

related aspect of a topic in order to consider the differences between past

and present e.g. toys, schools.
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Geography

Homes and Buildings: Pupils should have opportunities to learn about: the main features of their

home and school e.g. investigate the number of rooms and their different

uses.

Jobs and Transport: Pupils should have opportunities to learn about some of the jobs people do

e.g. the work of people who help in school.

English

Talking and Listening: Pupils should have opportunities to: describe and talk about real and

imaginary experiences, and about people, places, things and events.
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Gifts from Grandparents

Script by: Katy Clarke

Broadcast date: 20 November

Programme 9: Gifts from Grandparents

Grannies and Grandpas are the subject of this week’s programme, and that very special gift

they can sometimes give to children, their time.

Poem Grandad and Grandma Cake

If Grandads and Grandmas

Were a special sort of cake

What would the recipe be

So that I could bake

A Grandad and Grandma cake?

Two spoonsful of helpfulness

A cup of “Don’t Worry Mix”

A TON of hugs and cuddles

A shake of “We’ll get it fixed”

A sprinkle of stories

(I don’t want them to end)

A mugful of hot chocolate

And a tuck-up into bed.

If Grandads and Grandmas

Were a special sort of cake

What would YOUR recipe be

So that you could bake

Your very, very own,

Grandad and Grandma Cake!

(Katy Clarke)



Song Why I Love My Gran

(to the tune Row, Row, Row Your Boat)

Gran meets me after school

To see her makes me glad

We laugh about a lot of things

With Gran I’m never sad.

Gran, I really love her so

I like to let her know

I love my Gran and she give me

A very special glow

(words Katy Clarke)

Story

“Mum and Dad hardly get time now Cara is here.  Dad is sometimes home late from work.

And when they do read to me, Cara is teething or something and cries and they don’t

concentrate.”

“Its always tricky to get time when a baby is very small,” Grandpa said.  “Your Mum and

Dad want to share their time with you both, you and Cara just the same.  But sometimes it

means a big brother has to be patient and learn all about sharing things.  Even time has to be shared.  Now,

what story do you want to hear?”

After the programme

- Analyse the title of the programme, ‘Gifts from Grandparents’.  What sort of ‘gift’ did Grandpa give

Jake?  (his time)

- Talk with the children about who or what they can give time to.  (an older person, a sibling, a baby

– a pet?)

- What do they like doing with a parent ‘when they have time’?

- Discuss sharing in general – a bedroom, possessions, sweets etc.  Is it easier or harder to share

something with someone close in the family?

- New babies.  Anyone with experience of one in the class might welcome the opportunity to talk

about the pros and cons!

- What do the children like doing best with a Granny or Grandpa?

- Make a list of the people who look after and care for you on a regular basis.  (parents, grandparents,

aunties, child-minders, older brothers and sisters, next door neighbours etc.)

- Do the children care for anyone themselves? (mainly younger children, but pets could be included).

- Read and talk about the Grandad and Grandma Cake poem.  Make up a ‘recipe’ for your own ‘cake’

(parents could be substituted instead).

Story Comprehension

• Why was Mum moving things out of Jake’s bedroom?  (Grandpa was coming to stay)

• What was Jake’s baby sister called?  (Cara)

• Where was Jake going to sleep?  (in Cara’s room)
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• Did he mind?

• What was Grandpa’s dog called, and where was he going to sleep?  (Pickles, in his basket under the

stairs)

• What were some of the interesting things Grandpa told Jake about on their walk in the park?  (dogs’

sense of smell, old fashioned sweets, wartime rationing)

• What did Grandpa sleep in?  (Jake’s racing car bed)

• What was Jake’s favourite book?  (about the superhero, Mighty Right)

• What did Jake hope to be chosen for in school?  (a part in a play)

• Do you think Grandpa would buy himself a racing car bed?

words for discussion:- topsy-turvey; a rainbow mobile; a nap; ration books; a school play; a recipe.

Cross-Curricular Links

Northern Ireland Curriculum

English

Talking and Listening: Pupils should have opportunities to express thoughts, feelings and opinions

in response to personal experiences, literature, media and curricular topics

e.g. respond to an educational broadcast.

Writing: Pupils should have opportunities to write in a variety of forms including –

description of people and places; poems.

Contribution to

Cross-Curricular Themes: Pupils should have opportunities to talk about: adult figures significant to

them (EMU, HE, CH); events important to them (EMU, HE) e.g. school

play.

History

Personal history: Pupils should have opportunities to explore: memories of older people and

significant events they can remember.
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Script compiled by: Bernagh Brims

Story by: Liz Weir

Broadcast date: 27 November

Programme 10 Wee Meg Barnileg

This week’s programme is a traditional fairy story about a spoilt wee girl who gets her

come-uppance when she is stolen away by the fairies.

Poem The Wee Falorey Man

One summer even’, as sure as you were born,

A funny wee Falorey Man went runnin’ through the corn;

I went chasin’ after him and grabbed him as he ran,

And he squealed like a kitten and struggled like a man.

He had wee red shoes and a pair o’ yellow socks,

And a long fur coat that was stripe-ed like a brock’s;

The hair on his head was blacker than a crow,

And he bit me, and he scrabbed me, to make me let him go.

I wasn’t fit to hold him and so he struggled free,

The funny wee Falorey Man was overmuch for me;

And away he went like lightnin’, among the corn so green,

The only wee Falorey Man that I have ever seen.

(John O’the North)

BB CC Northern Ireland Education OnlineBB

One Potato, 

Two Potato

Autumn 2001

Wee Meg  Ba rn i l e g



Song

verse 2 Please leave the room now and don’t slam the door,

We simply can’t talk to you any more.

I’m very cross, I’m really mad….
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verse 3 Go to your room and do try not to frown,

Go to your room until you have calmed down.

I’m very cross, I’m really mad….

Story

The fairies pulled up a big tuft of grass and disappeared under the ground, trailing Meg

after them.

She found herself in a large underground chamber filled from floor to ceiling with rotten food - there were

pieces of stale bread, lumps of cold porridge, slimy bits of cabbage.

“Do you see that?” said one of the wee men.  “That’s all the good food you’ve wasted

over the years.  You’ll get not a bite to eat nor a sup to drink till you’ve got all of that

swept up.”  Handing her a brush and shovel, he and the other wee men left her to it.

After the programme

- Talk about some fairy lore, and superstitions connected with fairy rings, wells, hawthorn trees etc.

- Are there any ‘fairy places’ in your area?  Or stories or legends based in the locality?

- Talk about other names for the fairy folk e.g. goblins, pixies, leprechauns etc.

- Read the poem again and draw a picture of the Wee Falorey Man, as described.

- What makes the children cross?  What do they do about it?

- Can they think of things they do that make other people cross.  Can they understand why the action

has this result? Is it a reasonable reaction?

- Talk about ‘being spoilt’.  What does it mean?

- Talk about four-leafed clover.

Story Comprehension

• Was Meg a nice wee girl? (she was ‘spoilt rotten’)

• What did Meg do with the farm workers’ lunch?  (she ate some of it and threw the rest in the grass)

• What did the fairies chant?  (Ring, ring, fairy ring, fairies dance and fairies sing)

• What was Meg’s first task?  (to clear up a room full of rotten food)

• What did the fairies give her to eat?  (a slice of wheaten bread and a cup of buttermilk)

• What was her second task?  (to wash and mend a room full of clothes)

• What was the third task?  (to weed)

• What did the plants represent?  (the weeds were the horrible things she had said, and the few

 flowers the good things)

• How did Meg break the fairy spell?  (she found a four-leaf clover and made a wish)

• How long had she been away?  (a year and a day)

words for discussion:- to be grumpy; to be spoilt; to coax; a harvest moon; as bold as brass; to waste; Meg was

‘an observing sort of girl’; a brock (a badger)
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Cross-Curricular Links

Northern Ireland Curriculum

English

Talking and Listening: Pupils should have opportunities to:- explore stories,

poems and songs, recreating parts of them in art,

drama and other expressive activities.

History

Contribution to

Cross-Curriculum Themes: Pupils should be given opportunities to understand

and appreciate their own way of life, their environment

and cultures and some of the historical influences upon

their identity e.g. Irish folklore.
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Shel Silverstein for the use of poem ‘Rain’ taken from Rhyme Time

published by Beaver Books.

John Parry for use of song ‘The Rain Song’ unpublished.

Lillian Moore for use of poem ‘Dragon Smoke’ from Rhyme Time

Chris Ward for song ‘Drip Drop’ unpublished

Eileen Diamond for song ‘Mr McGrew’ published by International

Music Publications.

John O’the North for poem ‘The Falorey Man’ published William Mullan & Son
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One Potato, Two Potato programmes later in the year

Spring 2002

(English, PSE, Science, Music)

Tackling new skills

1. I Didn’t Know You Could Do That

2. Sound Pictures (Music)

3. Names

Science: Materials

4. From Tree to Paper

5. From Cow to Butter

6. From Sheep to Jumper

7. From Oil to Plastic

English/PSE

8. Problem Solving

9. Mr Fox’s Bag (riddles)

10. Miss April Spring (puzzles)

Summer 2002

(Science, Geography, PSE)

1. Bernard the Bee

2. The Bat Who Didn’t Go To Bed

3. Choices/Safety/Decisions

4. Sleep

5. Life On A River

6. Mountains


