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Programme 5: Think Local, Act Global The Way We Live

Primary Focus

Teacher's Notes

BROADCAST DATES

Programme Title Broadcast Date

4 Changing Places Monday 24 May 2004

5 Think Local, Act Global Monday 7 June 2004

6 Rolling Back The Years Monday 14 June 2004

Programme 5  - Think Local, Act Global

LEARNING OUTCOMES

GEOGRAPHY 

Geographical skills

• surveying traffi c fl ows near school

Weather

• learning about some of the differences between places with contrasting weather conditions

• how weather affects aspects of life here and in other countries

• the effects of extreme weather events upon the lives of people here and elsewhere

Cross-curricular themes

• ways in which the local and global environment are interdependent, how damage to the 

local environment can affect the global environment

• their own views, decisions and actions in relation to the environment and the need to accept 

personal responsibility for, and to refl ect on the consequences of, different choices for 

themselves and others. 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

Materials – Environment

• fi nd out how human activities create a variety of waste products

• understand that some waste materials can be recycled and that this can be of benefi t to the 

environment

Physical Processes – Forces & Energy

• understand the differences between renewable and non-renewable energy resources and 

the need for fuel economy
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ABOUT THE PROGRAMME

This programme investigates the issue of the increase in road traffi c in Northern Ireland and its 

impact on the local and global environment. The children watching will gain an understanding of 

how their own transport choices impact, not only on their own health, but on the health of the local 

and global environment.

The programme is presented by local racing driver Colin Turkington. Car-mad from childhood, 

Colin is now a champion touring car driver. During the programme he makes a personal journey 

towards a new understanding of the price we pay environmentally for our love affair with the 

combustion engine. We look at how the car pollutes the environment as well as causing noise, 

congestion and solid waste. The science behind the greenhouse effect and potential effects of 

global warming are simply explained and illustrated. Colin travels by train to Larne to meet David 

Surplus of B9 Energy and comes face to face with his fi rst electric vehicle.

We meet the children of Aughnacloy Primary School who are carrying out a traffi c survey outside 

their school. Theirs is a busy village on a cross-border route. The children discuss the diffi culties of 

living and travelling in a rural area where public transport is minimal.

Moneyrea Primary School near Belfast try out some healthier alternatives to the school run and 

show how a ‘walking bus’ operates. The pupils visit the Traffi c Information and Control Centre in 

Belfast and talk to a local Transport Planner about what is being done to encourage NI folk out of 

their cars and into public transport. Cycle and bus lanes and new electric trains are all discussed 

and illustrated.

We’ve identifi ed some local solutions but what of the global situation? Many governments around 

the globe have agreed targets to reduce pollution but who will police these agreements? Many 

people think there should be a World Environmental Court where poorer countries could bring a 

case against rich countries who do most of the polluting. The children from Moneyreagh Primary 

School set up their own World Environmental Court and argue a case between the half billion 

people in developing countries who live in regions prone to chronic fl ood or drought and the top 

industrial nations like the USA and the UK who are most responsible for causing global warming.

Key words used 

during programme:

Pollution, atmosphere, greenhouse gases, global warming, combustion 

engine, drought, environment, public transport, congestion, freight. 

Presenter 

Colin Turkington
Presenter 

Colin Turkington with 

Team Atomic Kitten
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CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES – Before the Programme

Activity Tasks Worksheets Relevance to 

NI Curriculum

Survey

Making a 

graph of survey 

results

Paper quiz

Use Worksheet 1 to carry 

out a class survey into 

what form of transport the 

children use to make short 

local journeys.

Collate results of survey 

and present as a graph 

showing most popular 

forms of transport among 

the class.

Distribute copies of the 

quiz in Worksheet 2 so 

that pupils can look out for 

salient information as they 

watch the programme.

Worksheet 1

Survey sheet for 

children to fi ll in.

Worksheet 2

Quiz – based 

on content of 

programme

Carrying out 

a survey of 

children’s travel 

habits

Using a graph 

to display 

information

Listening 

for relevant 

information

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES – After the Programme

Activity Tasks Worksheets Relevance to 

NI Curriculum

Paper quiz

Writing a 

newspaper 

article

Complete the Quiz in 

Worksheet 2 which 

consolidates the main 

learning points in 

programme.

Use Worksheet 3 to write a 

short newspaper article on 

climate change in NI over 

the next 80 years

Worksheet 2

Quiz – based 

on content of 

programme

Worksheet 3

Climate Change in 

NI, headlines

Writing for a 

purpose


