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Teacher's Notes

BROADCAST DATES

Programme Title Broadcast Date

1 News Monday 26 April 2004

2 Sport Monday 10 May 2004

3 Show Time Monday 17 May 2004

Programme 3 - Showtime

ABOUT THE PROGRAMME

The programme opens at the ‘premiere’ of a new fi lm ‘Da another day’ – or does it?

We learn that this is, in fact, the fi lming of an episode of ‘Give My head Peace’ in which the 

characters have made their own fi lm. The character ‘Red Hand Luke – aka actor Dan Gordon 

– takes us back in time, to see how they did it!

On location – in Germany/the planet of the apes/Tullymore forest – we see how a familiar 

landscape can be transformed into another world by the power of the imagination, and a fi lm crew. 

A large team is working to complete the exterior shots for the fi lm.

Dan meets ‘Da’ – actor Tim Parry, who tells us that they’re shooting ‘a spoof’  a comic scene, 

based on an old war movie.  The crew is fi lming a scene where Da escapes from prison, hotly 

pursued by German soldiers.

But making a fi lm is a painstaking process – it’s slow, methodical – and if anything goes wrong, 

then the crew has to set up the shot all over again – which is just what happens!

Dan then meets Jim the cameraman who talks to him about the preparation that he and the 

director do beforehand.  We also fi nd out that Da/Tim is using a stunt double – another actor – to 

ride the motorbike, something that often happens in fi lms when the lead actor has a lot to do and 

needs to be careful.

We then meet the production co-ordinator, Bernadette, who is responsible for taking notes on 

every scene for the fi lm editor, and keeping an eye on the dramatic continuity. She makes sure 

that when the camera moves to another angle for a shot, the props and action will be exactly the 

same, so that the different shots will fi t together smoothly.

With the scene ‘in the can’ – the crew gathers up the gear and moves on to the next location, 

where we see the director working with his cameraman and assistant director to set up the next 

shot. The script they are all working from has actually been written by the director, Michael, the 

producer, Damon and Tim – who tells us a bit more about how the writers use plot and structure to 

make their story more interesting.

Damon – the producer, tells us about his responsibilities – he’s in charge of managing the crew, 

the equipment and resources they use – and keeping an eye on the budget.

We then see a short sequence – all the shots of Da’s daring escape – edited together in the 

correct order to tell the story.



http://www.bbc.co.uk/ni/schools/pfocus 2

B B C Northern Ireland Schools

KS 2

Programme 3: Show Time Media

Primary Focus

Teacher's Notes

Moving on to the next location Dan talks to other member of the crew – Gordon, the steadi-cam 

operator, Claire – the costume designer and Gabriel, whose job it is to record all the sound for the 

fi lm.

He then grabs Michael, the busy director, for a quick chat about his work, and how he uses 

different camera angles to tell the story. 

Marty Reid – aka ‘Uncle Andy’ is caught out when Dan discovers after talking to the make-up crew 

that his moustache is fake and his hair is dyed!

Dan then meets Tim, the assistant director – the man with the plan! It’s Tim’s job to keep the shoot 

running to schedule, so that the director gets all the shots he needs. In fi lm-making, time is money 

– wages and equipment hire cost a lot and it’s important to make the most effective use of the time 

allocated to fi lming. Tim keeps the information fl owing between the different crew members – so 

that everybody knows what they should be doing.

Dan then takes us back in time to the start of our programme – remember the premiere? We go 

behind the scenes to meet some more of the crew – the clapper loader and the ‘grips’ who tell us 

about the jobs they do. He also meets ‘Ma’ actress Olivia Nash who tells us how important it is 

for actors to be familiar with the script and their own part, since the scenes are often shot out of 

sequence.

When all the exterior scenes are shot, Dan takes us into the studio, where we see the interior sets 

– the imaginary homes of the characters. After a fi nal chat with Uncle Andy/Marty Reid who tells 

him about how he creates the character based on the original script, Dan settles down with the 

studio audience to enjoy the show. 

1. Before the Programme

Activity Task Relevance to NI Curriculum

Identifying viewing 

preferences

Discuss which programmes 

the students enjoy.

Why do they choose one 

programme over another?  If 

they enjoy comedies what 

are they – The Simpsons, 

‘Malcolm in the Middle’, or  

‘Give My Head Peace’. 

Ask the class what are the 

elements that make these 

shows funny. 

Ask them to describe their 

favourite character in ten lines 

or less.

English – talking and listening

Taking part in and observing the 

conventions of discussion.

Justifying opinions.

English –writing

Writing to express opinions.

Drafting/ redrafting.
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2 After the Programme 

Activity Task Relevance to NI Curriculum

Writing a script Split the class into groups 

and encourage them to write 

a comedy sketch, this could 

be based on the characters 

in “Give my head Peace” or 

perhaps they could invent a 

new sit-com. 

Ask them to choose a 

location for their comedy. 

For example this could be 

the school staff room, a 

leisure centre, an amusement 

arcade or funfair.

Ask them to create any 

number of characters.

They should also create a 

‘back story’ for the characters 

– who they are, where they 

come from, who their friends 

and family are.

Then write a scene for those 

characters which can be 

performed for the class.

English – writing

Discussion with other pupils about 

what they are going to write.

Writing in the form of a script.

Layout of text.

Awareness of audience.

Appreciation of some of the 

differences between written and 

spoken language.

Make expressive use of language.
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3 After the Programme

Activity Task Relevance to NI Curriculum

Scheduling Get students to look at TV schedules 

in the newspaper

Identify the different types of 

programme and discuss the 

scheduling choices different channels 

make every day.

Then, taking a core list of 

programmes, get the students to do 

up their own schedules in separate 

groups.

Students then assess each other’s 

schedules from the audience point of 

view.

Have they thought of other people/

age groups?

Have they considered  public service 

broadcasting ? 

Did they include news/weather 

reports, factual programmes or just 

entertainment, music programmes 

and cartoons?

English – reading

Developing skills to locate 

information effi ciently within texts.

Read for information.

Being aware of other people’s 

opinions.
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4 After the Programme

Activity Task Relevance to NI Curriculum

Preparing a 

storyboard

WORKSHEET

Blank storyboard

Show the class a short scene from a 

drama or comic programme.

Replay the scene several times. 

Then ask each student to reproduce 

the sequence in graphic form – using 

the blank story board

When they have fi nished – discuss 

the visual choices the director made

Art and Design

Observing and recording.

Opportunity to draw.

5 After the Programme

Activity Task Relevance to NI Curriculum

Translating words to 

pictures

WORKSHEET

Blank storyboard

Give the class a short 

description of a simple event

For example – a student sleeps 

in and arrives late for school

Now ask each student to write 

their own dramatic version of the 

event – perhaps comic, perhaps 

an action adventure.

Working from their script, 

students then draw out a 

storyboard which tells their story 

– from the camera’s point of 

view.

English

Writing to narrate.

Art and Design

Opportunity to draw.

Recording and observing.
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6 After the Programme

Activity Task Relevance to NI 

curriculum

Improvisation/

performance

Write down on pieces of paper a number of 

character descriptions – choose situations 

where these characters might be thrown 

together

For example:

A. “You are an old lady, with no family. 

You live alone on a small pension. You are 

lonely, but afraid of strangers”

B. “You are a boy who’s not very good at 

school – so whenever you can you bunk 

off. You hide your shyness behind a loud 

voice and a bully’s moves”

A and B are stuck in the lift in the fl ats 

where they live 

C “You are a Chinese girl who has only just 

moved to this country. It’s hard to make 

friends because your English is not good 

– but you have to try”

D “You are a bright and popular girl – but 

you think that foreigners should stay in their 

own countries”

C and D are given an end of term project to 

do together.

Cast students in these roles – and have 

them improvise in front of the class.

Once students have the idea, get them to 

dream up other characters, and situations.

English – writing

Making expressive 

use of language when 

describing and writing 

character studies.

Observing the 

conventions of 

discussion.
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7. After the Programme

Activity Task Relevance to NI 

Curriculum

Make a poster for a TV 

programme or Film

WORKSHEET

Examples of different 

typefaces

Posters are used to promote 

fi lms and TV programmes.

Split the class into groups 

and get them to design a 

poster for a fi lm they like 

or for one of the previous 

exercises (the pupil’s journey 

to school).  

This can be drawn, designed 

on computer or a photo-

montage from students’ 

photographs.

Consider the typeface that 

the pupils might use. If their 

fi lm is an action adventure 

movie then the typeface used 

might suggest speed. 

If it was a period costume 

drama then the typeface 

might be fi nely detailed.

Art & Design

Developing some 

understanding of how 

designers develop, express 

and represent their ideas.

Use and combine colour, line, 

form  and shape in 2D work.

IT

Use IT to manipulate images 

and text.
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8. After the Programme

Activity Task Relevance to NI 

Curriculum

Comprehension 

– using a dictionary

Within the programme Dan’s character deliberately 

miss-pronounces a number or words - Premiere, 

television, continuity – ask the students to identify 

these words, write them down, fi nd their meanings n 

the dictionary and discuss.

Premiere – from French

Television – from Latin

Can they think of other examples where English 

borrows from another language?

English Talking and 

Listening

Show an 

appreciation of 

a wide range 

of colloquial 

expressions. 

English – reading

Use alphabetical 

knowledge to 

retrieve information 

from a dictionary.
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9. After the programme

Activity Task Relevance to NI Curriculum

WORKSHEET

Sample scene pages 

from ‘Give My Head 

Peace’

Discuss two of the 

exterior scenes from the 

programme. 

The Motorbike chase and 

the premier scene. 

Show the class the sample 

script pages for these 

scenes and discuss the 

information detailed in the 

script. Look at how the 

director has interpreted 

each scene and how it 

differs for the written word.

For example; the fi nal 

motorbike sequence has 

many more shots and lots 

more German soldiers 

than suggested by the 

script. 

Whereas the premier 

scene with Uncle Andy 

falling to his knees before 

the Queen appears on the 

screen very much as it 

was written in the original 

script.

What choices did the 

director have to make to 

visually tell the story? 

English – reading

Opportunity to read a television 

script.

Awareness of the way a text is 

structured.

Awareness of the writer’s intentions.


