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B B C Northern Ireland Schools

KS 2

Programme 1: News Media

Primary Focus

Teacher's Notes

BROADCAST DATES

Programme Title Broadcast Date

1 News Monday 26 April 2004

2 Sport Monday 10 May 2004

3 Show Time Monday 17 May 2004

Programme 1: News

ABOUT THE PROGRAMME

The programme begins with ‘Good Morning Ulster’ – the fi rst news programme of the day. We see 

professional journalists at work in Radio Ulster and we meet Joshua, a pupil at Portstewart primary 

school as he prepares for the last day of term before the summer holidays.

Joshua is very interested in journalism – he is part of the team which produces the school’s 

popular radio programme – ‘Too Cool For School.’

Back at the BBC, another team is coming together – the professional journalists whose job it is to 

bring today’s news to the people of Northern Ireland. They meet to discuss and choose the stories, 

which they will work on throughout the day. 

Meanwhile, at the Portstewart production meeting – the team discusses with their teacher what 

items they will include in their fi nal magazine programme for this year. They decide to include an 

item on top chart music, kids’ news piece and a discussion on a topical local issue – whether or 

not Portstewart’s large student population is a problem for residents. The team discusses possible 

interviewees and tries to select a broad range of people, so that all sides of the story can be 

covered.

At the BBC, it is now mid-morning. The journalists are on the phones, arranging interviews and 

gathering information. It is the job of the news organiser to make sure that they all know who is 

responsible for specifi c stories. It is important that the team works effectively together, so that no 

stories are overlooked.

We meet the Producer of ‘Evening Extra’ who knows what stories he will probably want to include 

in this evening’s programme – but he must also be ready to respond to ‘breaking news’ – any 

unexpected stories which might happen as the day goes by.

In Portstewart, Patrick and Amy are pounding the pavement – interviewing a local businessman to 

fi nd out his opinion on the student issue. They have prepared their questions in advance, so as to 

make the most effective use of the time they spend conducting the interview.

Kathleen from BBC radio news tells us about interviewing technique, and recommends the use of 

‘open questions’ – questions starting with words like ‘what/why/when/where.
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Alex, a radio journalist has had to drop his allocated story, because he could not arrange 

appropriate interviews. At twelve o’clock he has to make the decision to start again with another 

story. He has a fi ve o’clock deadline.

TV reporters have already fi lmed their stories – it is now time to edit the pictures together. Maggie 

is covering a story about attacks on ambulance drivers and looking through her material, deciding 

which interview clips she wants to use.

The ‘Too Cool for School’ team are putting the fi nishing touches to their running order, deciding 

what music to play and writing scripts. The running order is a simple menu which clearly shows the 

order of events in the programme, and how much time is to be given to each separate item. Timing 

each item in advance is important. The students use a simple technique – three words equals one 

second – and this helps them to plan the programme effectively. 

In the BBC, Alex is still on the phone – trying to line up interviewees to talk about motorbike 

accidents in Northern Ireland – he talks to a number of people, to get different perspectives on the 

story – but his deadline is fast approaching.

Maggie has done all her preparation and is now ready to compile her story – with the help of an 

editor. 

In Portstewart, the students listen back to the interview they recorded earlier – they have to decide 

what to include in their discussion – and what to drop. Like Alex at the BBC, they don’t have time 

to play the whole interview so they have to be selective.

Once their decisions about content have been made, the journalists have to link the different 

parts of their stories together with a carefully written script. Maggie tells us that when writing 

for television, it’s important that the script is relevant to the pictures. Kathleen tells us about the 

different techniques used in writing for radio – how a journalist has to use words to paint pictures 

for the listener.

Jack works in the BBC’s online news service – she writes news stories, which will be read by 

Internet users. She writes for a worldwide audience and it is important to be concise and clear.

Both programmes are now on the air – the same techniques have been used by the production 

teams – the different presenters take the listeners through the various items. In Portstewart, 

the discussion item on the student issue is going well – but Alex is still having problems with his 

motorbike story. He is under pressure to get the story fi nished in time, but eventually manages to 

get his package on air – on time.

As the school day ends, another news programme – Newsline 6.30 begins.
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KEY WORDS USED DURING THE PROGRAMME

Picture editor (Someone who edits or cuts pictures and sound together for a TV programme), 

News editor (Someone who decides what stories will be covered in a programme or programme 

strand), clips, compact, precise, ruthless, deadline, PTC (Piece to Camera – where a 

presenter or journalist addresses the camera directly), techniques, allocated, satellite.

1.CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES – Before the programme

Activity Tasks Relevance to NI Curriculum

Media 

Awareness

1. As a class discuss different 

ways the news is communicated.

2. In groups look at a range 

of newspapers – tabloid and 

broadsheet, national and local.

3. Ask the class to select a story 

of interest – then discuss what 

makes it news-worthy. 

4. look for similarities and 

differences in the way the story 

is presented by the papers, (Size 

of headline, use of photographs, 

typeface, and number of words 

devoted to the story in different 

papers), and distinguish between 

fact and opinion.

English – talking and listening

Taking part in and observing the 

conventions of discussion.

Justifying opinions.

English – reading and writing

Engaging with a range of texts including 

non-fi ction materials e.g. newspapers.

Begin to be aware of how different media 

present information, ideas and events in 

different ways.

Layout of text.
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2.CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES – After the programme

Activity Task Relevance to NI Curriculum

Living 

History

Pick a date of local signifi cance to 

your town or school. 

Get copies of the newspapers for 

that date from the local library and 

discuss how it was reported. 

Encourage the pupils to interview 

their relatives on their recollections 

of this event and the affect it may 

have had on them.

History

Awareness of evidence and using the skills of 

historical enquiry:

Using sources.

Talking about the past.

Recalling key events from local history.

Developing communication skills by 

interviewing someone about the past.

3.CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES – After the programme

Activity Tasks Relevance to NI Curriculum

Interview 

techniques

In groups encourage pupils to 

interview each other using open 

and closed questions. Open 

questions are questions which 

usually start with what/why/

when/where and how. Closed 

questions are: do you think it 

is a nice day? Or It was a dull 

match at the weekend, wasn’t it?

English – talking and listening

Preparing, asking and responding to 

questions.

Using appropriate quality of speech and voice. 

Speaking audibly and clearly.
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4.CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES – After the programme

Activity Tasks Relevance to NI 

Curriculum

Becoming a 

programme producer 

or planner. 

Planning and putting 

together a running 

order 

WORKSHEETS

Sample Running 

Order

Blank Running Order

Using the attached Running 

order worksheet, split the class 

into groups getting them to 

discuss the content for their

 magazine programme. 

Write articles for a magazine 

programme. 

There are a few set rules in the 

work sheets – the programmes 

duration is set at sixty minutes. 

There are three breaks for 

advertisements which must be 

four minutes each. There is an 

opening (30 Secs) and closing 

(20 Secs) music theme.

A musical sting into and out 

of each Advertisement break 

of  7 seconds each. That’s Six 

stings, so that’s 42 seconds in 

all.

It’s up to the students to decide 

the content, order and duration 

of the other items in their 

programme.

 

English – writing

Write in an appropriate style 

e.g. report.

Write to inform, explain, 

express thought and feelings 

etc.

Have awareness of audience.

Maths – Measures

Know the units of 

measurement of time and 

relationships between time.

Read digital displays and 

analogue times.

Read and use timetables.

Carry out calculations based 

on duration of time and related 

to timetables.
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5.  After the programme

Activity Task Relevance to NI 

curriculum

Presenting and 

recording a 

programme

WORKSHEET

Blank running order

Once the programme content 

has been decided and laid 

out in the running order – the 

students are allocated roles

Producer

Presenters

Researchers

Journalists

Broadcast assistants

They then present and 

if possible record their 

programme, making every 

effort not to over run.

If recording is not possible, 

the programme can be 

presented ‘as live’ in the 

classroom

English

Opportunity to take part in 

drama.

EMU

Opportunity to engage in 

role-play.

English – Talking and 

listening

Reading aloud a text they 

have prepared.

Infl ecting appropriately 

and using the appropriate 

quality of speech and voice.

IT

Record and listen to their 

own speech.
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6. After the programme

Activity Task Relevance to NI curriculum

Gathering and 

assessing the 

news

WORKSHEET

Running Order

Students are split into groups 

and work together across a 

week

Group one uses newspapers, 

radio and television as primary 

sources. Their focus is 

international news.

Group two also uses TV, radio 

and the press – but their focus 

is local news. They might also 

liaise with local organisations 

– charities or sporting groups.

Group three fi nds their stories 

within the school – interviewing 

fellow pupils, teachers, and 

other staff members. They 

might also do an item on past 

pupils – are there any famous 

ones? Where are they now? 

Can they be interviewed?

On Friday, the three groups 

present their ‘news’ to the 

school in the form of written 

reports.

If resources permit, perhaps 

the reports may become 

a school news-letter or an 

internet page.

English

Begin to be aware of how different 

media present information, ideas and 

events in different ways.

English Talking and listening 

Formulating questions and 

conducting interviews.

Reading aloud a text they have 

prepared.

IT

Applying knowledge and skills of 

word processing and the Internet.
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7.  After the programme

Activity Task Relevance to NI curriculum

Graphic 

design

Students source and discuss 

graphics and branding from different 

radio and television stations

They discuss what messages are 

conveyed – and why?

They then design and draw a graphic 

logo for their own TV or radio station

Art and Design

Researching graphics/lettering/

Branding to inform thinking and 

contribute to development of 

ideas.

Developing some understanding 

of how designers develop, express 

and represent their ideas.

Discussing other people’s work.

Use and combine colour, line, 

shape and form to produce a logo.

8. After Programme

Activity Task Relevance to NI Curriculum

WORKSHEET

Directors 

shooting script 

Before making any programme the 

director or producer has to have 

a plan to know what to fi lm. Many 

decisions are made about what is 

the best way to tell the story. What 

questions to ask, what pictures best 

illustrate the story, how should those 

pictures be cut together, etc.

The director’s notes for Primary 

Focus News Programme have been 

included in the worksheets. You’ll 

be able to see how he planned 

to structure the programme, what 

information he was seeking, and how 

long he felt he needed each item 

to be. After viewing the programme 

discuss with the class how the plan 

resembles the fi nished programme. 

English – reading

Opportunity to read a television 

shooting script.

Awareness of the way a TV 

programme is structured.

Awareness of the director’s 

intentions.
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BROADCAST DATES

Programme Title Broadcast Date

1 News Monday 26 April 2004

2 Sport Monday 10 May 2004

3 Show Time Monday 17 May 2004

Programme 2: Sport

ABOUT THE PROGRAMME

We begin with the Special Olympics opening ceremony, when athletes from all over the world  

come to represent their countries in Dublin. We meet the journalists and television professionals 

who have come to tell the athletes’ stories.

At the Morton athletics stadium, we go behind the scenes at an outside broadcast, and look at the 

various jobs done by the OB team – director, commentator and cameraperson. 

From the OB, the programme moves to the production offi ce at RTE, where we meet the producer 

of tonight’s studio programme, and the broadcast co-ordinator – this section of the programme 

emphasises the importance of planning and co-ordination.

We then meet Cliona, a producer/director who is recording a package from a kayaking event, 

and she tells us what she needs for her story – we also speak to the cameraperson about his 

approach.

Back at the athletics, we meet a radio journalist, who is in constant contact with a team of people, 

keeping them up to date on the medals won. He is just one of the many journalists working in the 

press centre, and we see how new technology makes their job easier and quicker.

At an awards ceremony, we meet Northern Irish reporter, Denise Watson, who tells us about her 

approach to the coverage of the event. We see her do a ‘piece to camera’ – when the reporter 

speaks literally ‘to the camera’, as a way of directly addressing the person watching at home.

Back at RTE, Cliona is working with an editor to fi nish her package. We see how she uses a 

structure and script to tell her story. We then return to commentator George Hamilton, who 

highlights the importance of preparation, research, teamwork and homework!

Next up,  we meet a dedicated team of  people with learning diffi culties from Rhode Island in the 

USA who are making their own television programmes about the event.

Another way of telling stories is through pictures – we meet a sports photographer, who is chasing 

that one special photograph which will make it onto the front page.
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Pictures and sound are combined in the next section. We meet a director from New Zealand, and 

see how he uses script in tandem with pictures and sound to tell the story, which will then be sent 

home – via satellite.

The OB crew have to work out the duration of their edited package, which will be played into 

tonight’s studio programme. The tape is then sent back to RTE, where the production team are 

just about ready to go into studio. The producer and presenter check through the running order 

and script then we’re live on air and the studio director is in charge.

We see the producer’s dilemma when it seems that the sums are wrong – he has too much 

material and if it is all included, the programme will be too long.  He has to decide what to drop so 

as not to delay the 9 0’clock news and Eastenders! 

As the programme makes it safely off the air on time – we again emphasise the importance of 

preparation, planning and teamwork – key factors in the making of every sports programme!

KEY WORDS USED DURING THE PROGRAMME

Media, editing, footage, satellite, producer, director, coverage, package, scripting, documentary, 
commentate, sequence, source, running order, structure, interview, deadline, 
outside broadcast – OB, piece to camera – ‘PTC’, voiceover  - VO, audio, transmission

1.CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES – Before the programme

Activity Tasks Relevance to NI curriculum

Identifying a sports 

event

Students in teams look at 

newspapers and listen to 

radio to see what sports 

events are covered – they 

identify the various jobs 

behind the stories

English – t & l

Begin to be aware of how different 

media present information, ideas and 

events in different ways.

Take part in and observe the 

conventions of discussion.
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2.CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES – After the programme

Activity Tasks Relevance to NI  curriculum

Covering a 

sports event

WORKSHEET

The director 

marks in 

camera 

positions on 

accompanying 

stadium map

Mark out the schoolyard as a 

‘track’. Five students compete 

in a ‘race’ each representing a 

different country.

5 pupils become cameras and 

are given positions around the 

running track to best cover the 

action

A director calls the cuts from 

camera to camera as the race 

happens

A commentator tells the live story 

of the race

- using information about the 

athletes, names, biogs etc 

which have been invented 

and written down before hand

A sound recordist records his/her 

commentary

A broadcast co-ordinator with a 

stop watch times the event

Swap roles.

Geography

Drawing a sketch map or plan.

Locating positions on a plan.

English T and L and writing.

Reading aloud a text they have prepared.

Infl ecting appropriately and using 

appropriate quality of speech and tone.

Writing to inform.

IT

Record and listen to their own speech.

Maths – Measures

Reading digital displays.
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3. CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES – After the programme

Activity Task Relevance to NI curriculum

Writing a report or 

commentary on a 

sporting event

Select an event – for example a 

school or local team competition 

(football/hockey etc) or use 

an event such as a soccer 

international or Wimbledon 

depending on personal 

preference. 

Write and record your 

commentary

Or: write a newspaper report 

which conveys all the action

(note: teachers could record a 

short piece and the exercise 

could be completed in the 

classroom, rather than at home

English – writing

Writing in an appropriate style 

– report.

Awareness of audience.

Appropriate sentence punctuation, 

spelling and awareness of syntax.

4. CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES – After the programme

Activity Task Relevance

Identifying students 

awareness of  the 

issues which affect 

people with learning 

diffi culties

Classroom discussion of the 

Special Olympics motto

“Let me win, but if I cannot win, 

let me be brave in the attempt.”

English T and L

Taking part in and observing the 

conventions of discussion.

EMU

Attitudes and understanding of 

people with disabilities.

Issues of similarities and 

difference and stereotypical 

images.
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5. CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES – After the programme

Activity Task Relevance

Using an 

atlas

Select some of the competing 

countries – Ireland, the USA, 

the Cayman Islands, Cuba, 

Egypt, New Zealand, Kenya, 

Estonia – students fi nd the 

country on a map. Compare 

and contrast the size of the 

different countries. Classroom 

discussion on economic 

resources which might be 

available to each country.

Geography

Using a globe/atlas to locate places.

Major similarities and differences 

between places and why many or few 

people live there.

Attractions and drawbacks of living in any 

place/country.

6. CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES – After the programme

Activity Task Relevance

Exploring 

living history

Students conduct 

interviews with family 

members, neighbours 

about a favourite sporting 

memory which is then 

shared with the class

English T and L

Formulating questions and interviewing.

History

Oral history
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7. CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES – After the programme

Activity Task Relevance

Planing and 

teamwork

WORKSHEET

Running Order

Students devise a sports 

magazine programme – designed 

to appeal to their age group and 

to both boys and girls.

They write a mission statement 

for the programme and work 

out a format. They identify 

presenters, research suitable 

stories, devise and create 

graphics  and work out a 

programme running order 

(allocating a specifi c time to 

each segment). The work 

must be done within a specifi c 

timeframe, and to a ‘production 

deadline’. They can then present 

the programme ‘as live’ in the 

classroom. 

English – writing

Write in an appropriate style e.g. 

report.

Write to inform, explain, express 

thought and feelings etc.

Have awareness of audience.

Maths – Measures

Know the units of measurement of 

time and relationships between time.

Read digital displays and analogue 

times.

Read and use timetables.

Carry out calculations based on 

duration of time and related to 

timetables.

7. CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES – After the programme

Activity Task Relevance

Visual literacy and 

writing

Teacher selects a sporting 

photograph. Students record their 

responses.

Students select a photograph from 

weekend sporting supplements and 

tell the class the reasons for their 

choice

English - writing

 

Writing to express thoughts and 

feelings.

Responding to a photo.

Expressing thoughts and feelings 

to the class.
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BROADCAST DATES

Programme Title Broadcast Date

1 News Monday 26 April 2004

2 Sport Monday 10 May 2004

3 Show Time Monday 17 May 2004

Programme 3 - Showtime

ABOUT THE PROGRAMME

The programme opens at the ‘premiere’ of a new fi lm ‘Da another day’ – or does it?

We learn that this is, in fact, the fi lming of an episode of ‘Give My head Peace’ in which the 

characters have made their own fi lm. The character ‘Red Hand Luke – aka actor Dan Gordon 

– takes us back in time, to see how they did it!

On location – in Germany/the planet of the apes/Tullymore forest – we see how a familiar 

landscape can be transformed into another world by the power of the imagination, and a fi lm crew. 

A large team is working to complete the exterior shots for the fi lm.

Dan meets ‘Da’ – actor Tim Parry, who tells us that they’re shooting ‘a spoof’  a comic scene, 

based on an old war movie.  The crew is fi lming a scene where Da escapes from prison, hotly 

pursued by German soldiers.

But making a fi lm is a painstaking process – it’s slow, methodical – and if anything goes wrong, 

then the crew has to set up the shot all over again – which is just what happens!

Dan then meets Jim the cameraman who talks to him about the preparation that he and the 

director do beforehand.  We also fi nd out that Da/Tim is using a stunt double – another actor – to 

ride the motorbike, something that often happens in fi lms when the lead actor has a lot to do and 

needs to be careful.

We then meet the production co-ordinator, Bernadette, who is responsible for taking notes on 

every scene for the fi lm editor, and keeping an eye on the dramatic continuity. She makes sure 

that when the camera moves to another angle for a shot, the props and action will be exactly the 

same, so that the different shots will fi t together smoothly.

With the scene ‘in the can’ – the crew gathers up the gear and moves on to the next location, 

where we see the director working with his cameraman and assistant director to set up the next 

shot. The script they are all working from has actually been written by the director, Michael, the 

producer, Damon and Tim – who tells us a bit more about how the writers use plot and structure to 

make their story more interesting.

Damon – the producer, tells us about his responsibilities – he’s in charge of managing the crew, 

the equipment and resources they use – and keeping an eye on the budget.

We then see a short sequence – all the shots of Da’s daring escape – edited together in the 

correct order to tell the story.
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Moving on to the next location Dan talks to other member of the crew – Gordon, the steadi-cam 

operator, Claire – the costume designer and Gabriel, whose job it is to record all the sound for the 

fi lm.

He then grabs Michael, the busy director, for a quick chat about his work, and how he uses 

different camera angles to tell the story. 

Marty Reid – aka ‘Uncle Andy’ is caught out when Dan discovers after talking to the make-up crew 

that his moustache is fake and his hair is dyed!

Dan then meets Tim, the assistant director – the man with the plan! It’s Tim’s job to keep the shoot 

running to schedule, so that the director gets all the shots he needs. In fi lm-making, time is money 

– wages and equipment hire cost a lot and it’s important to make the most effective use of the time 

allocated to fi lming. Tim keeps the information fl owing between the different crew members – so 

that everybody knows what they should be doing.

Dan then takes us back in time to the start of our programme – remember the premiere? We go 

behind the scenes to meet some more of the crew – the clapper loader and the ‘grips’ who tell us 

about the jobs they do. He also meets ‘Ma’ actress Olivia Nash who tells us how important it is 

for actors to be familiar with the script and their own part, since the scenes are often shot out of 

sequence.

When all the exterior scenes are shot, Dan takes us into the studio, where we see the interior sets 

– the imaginary homes of the characters. After a fi nal chat with Uncle Andy/Marty Reid who tells 

him about how he creates the character based on the original script, Dan settles down with the 

studio audience to enjoy the show. 

1. Before the Programme

Activity Task Relevance to NI Curriculum

Identifying viewing 

preferences

Discuss which programmes 

the students enjoy.

Why do they choose one 

programme over another?  If 

they enjoy comedies what 

are they – The Simpsons, 

‘Malcolm in the Middle’, or  

‘Give My Head Peace’. 

Ask the class what are the 

elements that make these 

shows funny. 

Ask them to describe their 

favourite character in ten lines 

or less.

English – talking and listening

Taking part in and observing the 

conventions of discussion.

Justifying opinions.

English –writing

Writing to express opinions.

Drafting/ redrafting.
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2 After the Programme 

Activity Task Relevance to NI Curriculum

Writing a script Split the class into groups 

and encourage them to write 

a comedy sketch, this could 

be based on the characters 

in “Give my head Peace” or 

perhaps they could invent a 

new sit-com. 

Ask them to choose a 

location for their comedy. 

For example this could be 

the school staff room, a 

leisure centre, an amusement 

arcade or funfair.

Ask them to create any 

number of characters.

They should also create a 

‘back story’ for the characters 

– who they are, where they 

come from, who their friends 

and family are.

Then write a scene for those 

characters which can be 

performed for the class.

English – writing

Discussion with other pupils about 

what they are going to write.

Writing in the form of a script.

Layout of text.

Awareness of audience.

Appreciation of some of the 

differences between written and 

spoken language.

Make expressive use of language.
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3 After the Programme

Activity Task Relevance to NI Curriculum

Scheduling Get students to look at TV schedules 

in the newspaper

Identify the different types of 

programme and discuss the 

scheduling choices different channels 

make every day.

Then, taking a core list of 

programmes, get the students to do 

up their own schedules in separate 

groups.

Students then assess each other’s 

schedules from the audience point of 

view.

Have they thought of other people/

age groups?

Have they considered  public service 

broadcasting ? 

Did they include news/weather 

reports, factual programmes or just 

entertainment, music programmes 

and cartoons?

English – reading

Developing skills to locate 

information effi ciently within texts.

Read for information.

Being aware of other people’s 

opinions.
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Teacher's Notes

4 After the Programme

Activity Task Relevance to NI Curriculum

Preparing a 

storyboard

WORKSHEET

Blank storyboard

Show the class a short scene from a 

drama or comic programme.

Replay the scene several times. 

Then ask each student to reproduce 

the sequence in graphic form – using 

the blank story board

When they have fi nished – discuss 

the visual choices the director made

Art and Design

Observing and recording.

Opportunity to draw.

5 After the Programme

Activity Task Relevance to NI Curriculum

Translating words to 

pictures

WORKSHEET

Blank storyboard

Give the class a short 

description of a simple event

For example – a student sleeps 

in and arrives late for school

Now ask each student to write 

their own dramatic version of the 

event – perhaps comic, perhaps 

an action adventure.

Working from their script, 

students then draw out a 

storyboard which tells their story 

– from the camera’s point of 

view.

English

Writing to narrate.

Art and Design

Opportunity to draw.

Recording and observing.
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6 After the Programme

Activity Task Relevance to NI 

curriculum

Improvisation/

performance

Write down on pieces of paper a number of 

character descriptions – choose situations 

where these characters might be thrown 

together

For example:

A. “You are an old lady, with no family. 

You live alone on a small pension. You are 

lonely, but afraid of strangers”

B. “You are a boy who’s not very good at 

school – so whenever you can you bunk 

off. You hide your shyness behind a loud 

voice and a bully’s moves”

A and B are stuck in the lift in the fl ats 

where they live 

C “You are a Chinese girl who has only just 

moved to this country. It’s hard to make 

friends because your English is not good 

– but you have to try”

D “You are a bright and popular girl – but 

you think that foreigners should stay in their 

own countries”

C and D are given an end of term project to 

do together.

Cast students in these roles – and have 

them improvise in front of the class.

Once students have the idea, get them to 

dream up other characters, and situations.

English – writing

Making expressive 

use of language when 

describing and writing 

character studies.

Observing the 

conventions of 

discussion.
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7. After the Programme

Activity Task Relevance to NI 

Curriculum

Make a poster for a TV 

programme or Film

WORKSHEET

Examples of different 

typefaces

Posters are used to promote 

fi lms and TV programmes.

Split the class into groups 

and get them to design a 

poster for a fi lm they like 

or for one of the previous 

exercises (the pupil’s journey 

to school).  

This can be drawn, designed 

on computer or a photo-

montage from students’ 

photographs.

Consider the typeface that 

the pupils might use. If their 

fi lm is an action adventure 

movie then the typeface used 

might suggest speed. 

If it was a period costume 

drama then the typeface 

might be fi nely detailed.

Art & Design

Developing some 

understanding of how 

designers develop, express 

and represent their ideas.

Use and combine colour, line, 

form  and shape in 2D work.

IT

Use IT to manipulate images 

and text.
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8. After the Programme

Activity Task Relevance to NI 

Curriculum

Comprehension 

– using a dictionary

Within the programme Dan’s character deliberately 

miss-pronounces a number or words - Premiere, 

television, continuity – ask the students to identify 

these words, write them down, fi nd their meanings n 

the dictionary and discuss.

Premiere – from French

Television – from Latin

Can they think of other examples where English 

borrows from another language?

English Talking and 

Listening

Show an 

appreciation of 

a wide range 

of colloquial 

expressions. 

English – reading

Use alphabetical 

knowledge to 

retrieve information 

from a dictionary.
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9. After the programme

Activity Task Relevance to NI Curriculum

WORKSHEET

Sample scene pages 

from ‘Give My Head 

Peace’

Discuss two of the 

exterior scenes from the 

programme. 

The Motorbike chase and 

the premier scene. 

Show the class the sample 

script pages for these 

scenes and discuss the 

information detailed in the 

script. Look at how the 

director has interpreted 

each scene and how it 

differs for the written word.

For example; the fi nal 

motorbike sequence has 

many more shots and lots 

more German soldiers 

than suggested by the 

script. 

Whereas the premier 

scene with Uncle Andy 

falling to his knees before 

the Queen appears on the 

screen very much as it 

was written in the original 

script.

What choices did the 

director have to make to 

visually tell the story? 

English – reading

Opportunity to read a television 

script.

Awareness of the way a text is 

structured.

Awareness of the writer’s intentions.


