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The sounds of heavy industry welcome 
us into the twentieth century and we 
eavesdrop on the construction on the 
Titanic in the Belfast shipyard. The story of 
the Titanic’s fatal voyage is told providing opportunities for dramatic and atmospheric
music to be performed.  We hear marching tunes and songs from the period of the First
World War and then discover jazz music.

Listening
Today’s environmental sounds are those of the shipyard and heavy industry. Extracts of recorded music
include Pack Up Your Troubles; a brass band; jazz from Louis Armstrong; sounds of the trumpet and tuba.

Composing
A group of children provide some background music as the story of the sinking of the Titanic is told.

Performing
• The Shipyard Quay
• Hammering out rhythm with the song The Shipyard Quay
• The Titanic

Songs: The Titanic 

Programme 8

• Beating out march time
• Comparing march and jazz rhythms
• Time Wave Radio song

* See music at end of notes

>

Follow Up Suggestions 
• Make up background music for the story of the Titanic.  

How can we create a feeling of danger when the crew realises that there are icebergs around?

Experiment with different instruments, loud and quiet, high and low, fast and slow.  How do
composers do it?  Think of ‘Jaws’ for example.

You may like to use one or both of these morse code calls for help.

. . .    _ _ _    . . .  _ . _ .    _ _  .    _  _ . .

S        0        S C         Q           D
(Save our  souls) (Come  quickly   danger)

• Find out more about the Titanic story.  ‘Titanic’, Peter Thresh (Magna Books);  ‘Polar the Titanic Bear’,
A True Story by Daisy Corning Stone Spedden (Little Brown) 

* More suggestions . . . 

>

Musical MysteriesMOREMORE Pack Up 
Your Troubles

(Early 20th Century
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Pack Up Your Troubles (Early 20th Century)
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Musical MysteriesMOREMORE

. . . More Follow Up Suggestions 

• Read Thomas Hardy’s poem ‘The Convergence of the Twain’ in which he describes with great
atmosphere and drama how the iceberg and the Titanic grew little by little and then drew nearer and
nearer to each other until the awful collision.

• Find out more about the Belfast shipyard.  ‘Steel Chest Nail In The Boot and The Barking Dog’ by David
Hammond.

• Set up a simple experiment to discover if ice floats.  Talk about how bubbles of air are trapped as the
water freezes.  Fill a beaker to the brim with water and then place it in the freezer.  Once it has frozen
notice how the ice is now sticking up above the brim so the ice is taking up more room than the water.

• Ships used to send radio messages using Morse Code which was simply long and short sounds.

Make up your own sound code giving each letter of the alphabet a different sound or series of sounds.
Split the children into two groups.  Ask the children to send a short message using the code.  They
might record it on a tape.  Then the other group have to decode the message.

• Learn one of the wartime marching songs like ‘Pack Up Your Troubles’.

• Find out the name of as many brass instruments as possible.  Collect pictures of them and make a
collage with them.

• Visit the Titanic Exhibition at the Ulster Folk and Transport Museum at Cultra.

Cross-Curricular Links

Programme 8

Pack Up 
Your Troubles

(Early 20th Century)

History
early twentieth century
First World War
sinking of the Titanic

Science
Properties of ice
radio

Maths
codes

English
literature from the First World War
the Titanic story
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The Titanic

* Continued
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verse 2 The Titanic left the harbour at a rapid speed
She was carrying everything that people need
She sailed 600 miles away, met an iceberg on the way
It was sad when that great ship went down.

chorus It was sad, it was sad
It was sad when that great ship went down
Husbands and wives, little children lost their lives
It was sad when that great ship went down.

verse 3 It was on a Monday morning just about two o’clock
When the ship Titanic felt that terrible shock
People began to scream and cry saying Lord am I going to die
It was sad when that great ship went down.

chorus It was sad etc….

verse 4 Now the ship began to settle and they all tried to flee
And the band it struck up Nearer My God To Thee
And death came ridin’ by, fifteen hundred had to die
It was sad when that great ship went down.

chorus It was sad etc….

The Titanic (continued)


