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Discussion: 
 

                                         
                                                                                                
         
            

Aim:

• To introduce children to the 
orchestra – musical groups 
and instruments.          

      
             Cross Curricular Links 
             with English and Science 

Activity Link: 
Link to the audio clip, by telling the children that an orchestra is made up of four sections, or families 
of instruments. Ask them to listen carefully to fi nd out what they are.

         
Listening Activity 1 – Orchestra                   5’10 Expected Learning Outcomes

Overview of Activity:

The orchestra is introduced with each of the four sections: strings, 
woodwind, brass and percussion, explained and demonstrated.  
The children then listen to the sound of the orchestra playing as a 
whole.  

Music used for this clip has been taken from  ‘The Young Person’s 
Guide To The Orchestra’. 

Teacher:  After the clip, ask the children to list as many 
instruments as they can from each of the four sections. 

• Children will be given an 
overview of how an orchestra 
is constructed, and be able to 
identify the sounds of common 
musical instruments.

• Learn about the role of a 
conductor.

Activity Link: Link to website activity by telling the children Robbie and Curly are at the Waterfront 
Hall to fi nd out about the musicians who play in the orchestra.  Ask them to read carefully through 
the fi ve fact fi les, and answer the questions on the accompanying worksheet.

**Note to the teacher, point out to the children, that each fact fi le contains a number of  sound clips that they 
can listen to. 

        Website Activity 2 – Orchestra Fact Files       5’00-6’00

        Website Activity 3 – Orchestra Facts             5’00
 
 

Expected Learning Outcomes

Overview of activities:
Children have opportunities to investigate the four sections of the 
orchestra. 

Through a series of sound clips, a range of instruments from the 
Ulster Orchestra is explored. 

The Worksheet activity helps to ensure pupils read all the text in 
the fact fi les

• Acts as reinforcement tool to 
the previous audio activity.

Introduce this unit to the children, by giving the class 
an overview of what an orchestra is.  “A large group 
of musicians playing different instruments, who all 
perform the same piece of music”.  Ask the class to 
think about a school concert they have been to and 
list the instruments that were used.                             

5’00
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         Website Activity 4 – Music Match Up            2’30-3’00 Expected Learning Outcomes

Overview of activity:
Children fi nd themselves in the conductor’s music room, where 
they are asked to listen to eight pieces of music, and match them 
to the relevant instruments hidden in the room.

• Acts as an extension to the 
orchestra activity, by helping 
children relate instruments to 
different pieces of music.

       Work sheet Activity 5 – Name the Instrument        5’00

   
Expected Learning Outcomes

Overview of activity:
Pupils are shown illustrations of instruments and asked to identify 
their names and place the instrument in the correct orchestra 
family. 

• Helps to reinforce learning 
from previous activities.

       Work sheet Activity 6 – Musical Word Puzzles        10’00

   

Overview of activities:   (Use for Homework)
A selection of  word puzzles and anagrams allow children to
have fun, while at the same time help them to revise information 
from the website Orchestra fact fi les.
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TRANSCRIPT OF SOUND CLIP 5

Lesson Plan 5 – Audio Transcript (5’11”)

ORCHESTRA

“You’ve probably heard the word orchestra before. Do you know what an orchestra is? Well it means 
a lot of musicians playing different instruments who all perform the same pieces of music together. 
Orchestras come in various sizes. They can be made up of twenty or up to over one hundred players. 
But what makes an orchestra an orchestra, is the way the instruments are grouped together in 
families. The modern orchestra has four families of instruments. The strings, the woodwind, the brass 
and the percussion. 

We met the string family a few weeks ago – violin, viola, cello and double-bass. All these instruments 
have strings, which you have to bow or pluck to make sounds. Listen to the strings playing some music 
from Peter and the Wolf, written by the great Russian composer, Prokofi ev.

(Peter and the Wolf clip.)

The string players sit at the front of the orchestra. Behind them, breathing down their necks, is the 
woodwind section. What kind of instruments are in the wood section, do you think? Yes, the name 
woodwind gives you a clue. You have to blow into the woodwind instruments or blow across them to 
make sounds. Can you think of the names of some instruments like that? There’s the fl ute, bassoon, 
clarinet and oboe. Maybe you could fi nd pictures of them and make drawings of them after the 
programme. This is what the woodwind section of the orchestra sounds like, playing a melody by 
Henry Purcell.

(Purcell clip.)

That was the woodwind section. What about the brass? You also have to blow into the brass 
instruments to get a sound. We heard some of them in a brass band in the past weeks. Can you think 
of the names of the brass instruments? The trumpet, tuba, trombone and French horn. The brass 
players all sit at the side of the orchestra and make a special sound of their own when they play all 
together.

(Brass clip.)

And last of all, behind all the other instruments, is the percussion section. It must be great fun being a 
percussion player, because you have so many drums, gongs, cymbals, chimes and shakers of different 
kinds to play. Listen for the sound of the percussion instruments you know in this piece of music.

(Drum clip.)

Just imagine what a jumble of sounds there’d be if the musicians of the orchestra played the wrong 
notes or played out of time with each other. It’s the conductor’s job to make sure that doesn’t happen. 
The conductor’s the person who stands in front of the orchestra, waving his or her arms about. Many 
conductors use a small stick, called a baton, to keep the orchestra in time. The conductor has to listen 
to the whole sound that the orchestra is making. For instance, if the trumpets are too loud, he’ll signal 
with his hand for them to play a bit softer. The conductor rehearses all the music with the orchestra 
before the concert and decides the way the music will be played. In a way, the conductor plays the 
whole of the orchestra, as if it was one big instrument. Now listen to the four sections of the orchestra 
playing together - the strings, the woodwind, the brass and the percussion. Pretend that you’re the 
conductor and keep the orchestra in time with your hands.”


