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Discussion: 
 

                                         
                                                                                                
         
            

Aims:

To show how music can be 
used to:
  
• infl uence our feelings;
• help to describe things;
• create special effects.

      
             Cross Curricular Links 
             with English and Science 

Activity Link: Introduce the ‘mood’ activity by explaining how music can have an infl uence on how 
we feel.  Tell the children they will be asked to listen to six pieces of music.  Point out to them that 
there are no ‘wrong and right’ answers.  Explain that while two people may listen to the same piece of 
music, it will not always create the same feeling with both people.

         
Website Activity 1 –  Mood Music               2’00-2’30 Expected Learning Outcomes

Overview of Activity:

Children are presented with six expressionless faces.  They are 
asked to listen to the music, and then change the expression on 
the faces to show how the music makes them feel.

• Introduces children to a range 
of music.
• Encourages children to talk 
about their feelings.
• Provides a platform where 
children can develop their 
musical interpretation skills.

Activity Link: Link to the next activity by telling children that music can help to ‘describe things’ that 
we are familiar with, such as animals.  Tell the children music can be used to paint a picture in our 
mind of the way things sound and move.   Ask the children to listen carefully to the music in the next 
activity and then match the right piece of music to the correct animal.

         Website Activity 2 – Animal Match Up          2’30-3’00
 

Expected Learning Outcomes

A variety of music is used to help describe a selection of animals.  
The children are presented with a CD player and six CD cases that 
contain pictures of animals.

The aim of the activity is to match the correct piece of music to the 
right animal CD cover.

• Introduces children to a 
variety of composers; Saint-
Saëns, Beethoven, Rimsky-
Korsakov.
• Develops musical 
interpretation skills.
• Encourages children to think 
about the extremes of loud/
quiet, fast/slow and high/low.

Activity Link:

Introduce the sound clip by telling the children that music can be used to help create ‘special effects’. 
In the clip they are about to hear they are asked to imagine what it would be like to be an astronaut, 
and travel deep into space.  Ask the students to listen out carefully. Do they know what instrument is 
being used to create the ‘special effects’?

Ask the children to think about a fi lm they have seen in 
the cinema, or on television.  Discuss what type of fi lm 
it was: comedy, science fi ction, adventure…..  Encourage 
them to think about the music that was used throughout 
the fi lm.  What did the music sound like?  Was it:  loud or 
quiet,  high or low, fast or slow?  How did the music make 
them feel: sad, happy, excited or frightened?                    
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         Listening Activity 3 – Clip 4                               4’18 Expected Learning Outcomes

Overview of activity:
Children are introduced to a selection of science fi ction music.
A synthesizer is used to show how special effects can be created.
This leads on to a discussion about: volume, pitch and timbre.

• Shows how a synthesiser 
can be used to create different 
atmospheres and feelings. 

       Work sheet Activity 4 – Animal Word Play           10’00

   
Expected Learning Outcomes

Overview of activity:  Worksheet encourages children to think 
in more detail about the music they’ve heard in the two ‘mood’ 
activities. 

• Develops music interpretation 
skills.

         Additional Resources

Website:
Parents’ Music Room

https://www.bbc.co.uk/music/parents

• Provides extensive material 
for parents and teachers on how 
to develop children’s musical 
ability.
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TRANSCRIPT OF SOUND CLIP 4

Lesson Plan 4 – Audio Transcript (4’19”)

SPECIAL EFFECTS

“Wouldn’t you like to be an astronaut and fl y deep into space on a rocket ship? Imagine the huge rockets fi ring 
up, ready for take-off and then WHOOSH you’re hurtling upwards, getting further and further away from the earth 
until it looks like a blue and green football far below you.

(Space music clip.)

The strange sounds in that music were made with a synthesiser. I’m going to copy the sound a rocket makes on 
my synthesiser. Here goes.

(Rocket sounds.)

The synthesiser can make all sorts of other strange sounds like the ones you might hear in a science fi ction fi lm 
like Star Trek or Star Wars. What do you think of this?

(Sounds.)

I think it sounds like a laser gun being used in a space war. The synthesiser can copy the sounds of any 
instrument. Listen, this is my synthesiser copying the sound of a guitar. 

(Guitar clip.)

And now if I press another button, it sounds like a harp.

(Harp clip.)

You can have great fun with a synthesiser keyboard, experimenting with all the different sounds, the synth is like 
a music factory. It has all the different things that make up sounds. There’s volume – that’s how loud or soft a 
sound is.

(Volume clip.)

There’s pitch – that’s how high or low the sound is.

(Pitch clip.)

And there’s timbre – that’s the quality of the sound. I’ll try and show you what timbre is by playing two different 
sounds on my synth, so you can decide how different they are.

(Timbre clip.)

First I played the notes with the fl ute sound.

(Flute clip.)

Then I played the same notes with the Bassoon sound.

(Bassoon clip.)

They’re the same notes, but the quality or the timbre of the sound is different. Inside my synthesiser, there’s 
a microchip, which takes all the different parts of a sound and puts them together in different ways to make 
different sounds. 

(Clip.)

Synthesisers are really useful for making music and sound effects for programmes like Doctor Who. Sound effects 
like space ships taking off.”  (Doctor Who theme tune.)


