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Discussion: 
 

                                         
                                                                                                
         
            

Aims:

• Explores sound, and how it 
can be represented visually.
• Encourages visualization 
and creative thinking.

       

      
             Cross Curricular Links 
             with English 

Activity Link: Introduce the audio clip by getting the children to think about a time when they’ve 
been to the circus, or watched one on television.  Discuss the type of music used during the 
performance of the circus acts.  

Link to the audio clip by telling the children Robbie and Curly have gone to the circus for the day.   
“Let’s listen along with them…”

         
Listening Activity 1 –  Sound Clip 2            3’55 Expected Learning Outcomes

Overview of activity: The clip demonstrates and discusses how 
music can be used to enhance and punctuate circus acts.

The role of a conductor is explained through the work of the circus 
band.    

Acts as preparatory work for the 
website ‘Sound Story’ activity.    

Helps to:
• familiarise children with music 
associated with a circus;
• introduce children to the 
concept that music can be used 
to create different moods and 
atmospheres; helps to show 
children how music can be used 
creativity for communication and 
expression.

         Website Activity 2 –  Sound Story             1’30-2’30

   
Expected Learning Outcomes

Teacher:  Tell the children Robbie and Curly are at the circus and 
they need the children’s help to match the correct circus sounds to 
the text in the storybook.

• Explores how sound can be 
represented visually.
• Encourages musical 
interpretation skills.
• Develops listening skills.
• Introduces simple graphic 
notation.

Begin by getting the children to list some of their favourite 
television programmes.  Ask them to think about the music 
that is used at the beginning of the programme.  Explain how 
a ‘signature tune’ helps to identify the programme, and sets 
the mood for what is about to follow.  Compare the signature 
tune of a ‘light hearted’ children’s programme, to that of a more 
serious news programme.  Discuss why the style of the two 
pieces of music will be different.

5’00
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         Worksheet Activity 3 – Magical Forest              10’00 Expected Learning Outcomes

Overview of activity
Children are asked to imagine they are in a magical forest.  As they 
travel into the forest, they experience a series of weather changes. 

They are asked to write a short ‘sound story’ and use ‘body 
sounds’, or musical instruments, to describe the things they see, 
feel and hear. 

Note: The worksheet should be used after children have completed 
the website circus ‘Sound Search’ activity.

• Encourages interactive group 
work.

• Introduces children to basic 
graphic notation.

• Provides an opportunity for 
children to work together to 
compose their own ‘Sound Stories’.

• Reinforces the learning  
experience from audio and website 

activities.

         Cross Curricular links 

• Develops language and literacy 
skills.

• Encourages visualization and 
creative thinking.

         Additional Resources Book Review

Publications:
BBC Musical Mystery Tour  - accompanies the radio series.  See
‘Musical Mysteries’ website for details and how to order.

‘Music at Key Stage 2’    CCEA

While written to support the 
radio series, this booklet also 
offers suggestions to teachers 
for activities that can be used 
in a classroom environment.  A 
selection of worksheets (varying 
degrees of diffi culty) is also 
provided.

Produced by CCEA with 
accompanying CD, this resource 
covers a diverse range of 
activities that help to develop 
children’s musical potential.
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TRANSCRIPT 

Sound

Lesson Plan 2 –  Audio Transcript (3’55”)

THE CIRCUS

(Circus music clip.)

“When we watch a circus, we hardly ever think of the music, but it’s very important to the show. The 
acrobats are just about to come on, so the band plays a fanfare. 

(Fanfare clip.)

Now the acrobats are climbing the long rope ladders up and up until they reach the swings at the very 
top of the circus tent. The acrobats are just about to perform a very diffi cult trick. So listen to how the 
band helps them build up the excitement.

(Drum roll clip.)

By giving that roll on the drums, the circus band tells us that a very dangerous trick is about to be 
performed. We all stare up at the acrobats and grip our seats. When the band stops playing, there is 
a moment of terrible hush, when we all hold our breath. Then CRASH the cymbals tell us that the trick 
has been successfully completed and we can all relax again. 

(Drum roll clip.)

So the circus band really helps the performers create an atmosphere and make their act more 
interesting. Listen to this music and see if you can guess with which act it would be played.

(Clown type music clip.)

That music makes you smile, doesn’t it. So it must be the clowns, who are on now. And there’s Robbie, 
all dressed up like Charlie Chaplain and walking around on his stilts. Of course you can’t see the stilts 
because he’s got on special long trousers, which make his legs look twice as long as usual. 

(Trumpet clip.)

(Clown music.)

Now it’s Curly’s turn to do his act.

(Whistle and dog clip.)

Curly is running round and round the ring, jumping through brightly-coloured hoops! Can you hear 
him barking with the music? Imagine if you were a musician in the circus band. You’d have to keep 
stopping and starting your music to suit the performers. That’s where a conductor can be very useful. 
The conductor stands in front of the band with a little stick, or a baton, as it’s called, and keeps an eye 
on what is happening in the ring. The conductor signals to the musicians when to roll the drums or 
crash the cymbals. When a lot of musicians play together, it’s very useful to have a conductor to keep 
them all in time and help them play loud or soft, all at the same time.”

(Ends with music.)


