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Discussion: 
 

                                         
                                                                                               
          
            

Aims:

• Places the site in context 
for the children.
• Introduces the concept of 
‘steady beat’.
• Develops listening skills.

             Cross Curricular Links 
             with English 

Activity Link: Tell the children they are about to be introduced to some instruments, and hear 
examples of different  ‘types’ of music being played. Ask the children to listen carefully to see if they 
can identify the instruments being discussed.  

           
Listening Activity 1 –  Sound Clip A                 4’51 Expected Learning Outcomes

Overview of activity: (download from Lesson Plan Page)
Children are asked to think about musical instruments and the 
different sounds they make.  A range of music is explored and they 
are encouraged to talk about their ‘tastes’ in music.

Teacher:  Have a brief review of the sound clip, identifying the 
instruments used, and whether the children ‘liked’ or ‘disliked‘ the 
music they heard in the clip.

• Encourages concentration and 
reaction.
• Introduces children to 
different musical styles.
• Promotes group participation.

Activity Link:  Using a fl ip chart or whiteboard affi x images of Robbie, Curly and Grandpa 
(download images from Lesson Page).  

Use the illustrations to introduce the children to Robbie and Curly and tell them that Robbie and Curly 
are at the Waterfront Hall in Belfast, to see Robbie’s Grandpa who is a conductor.  Robbie’s Grandpa 
has lost his music for the evening’s performance and needs their help to fi nd it.  

Working in pairs invite the children to go to the website and click on the Get Going button. 
Ensure the children do not go any further than the opening animation sequence.

           Website Activity 2 – Opening Animation          1’00 Expected Learning Outcomes

Teacher: After the activity have a brief discussion on what 
Robbie’s Grandpa has lost and ensure the children are aware that 
they are looking out for hidden musical notes within each of the 
activities.  These hidden notes will eventually lead them to the lost 
music.

• Places site in context for    
pupils.

         Cross Curricular links 
           -Language and Literacy

Activity Link:  Tell the children they are about to hear two sound clips and ask them to guess what 
they both  have in common.           

Begin the lesson by getting the children to list some 
of their favourite pop songs.  Ask the children to think 
about the music used in the song and why they liked it.  
Introduce the fact that not everyone will  agree that they 
like the same piece of music.

5’00
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         Listening Activity 3 – Clips B&C                      5’00 Expected Learning Outcomes

Teacher: Play sound clip B, where the pupils will hear the sound 
of a heartbeat, and then play clip C, where they will hear a piece 
of music.  Introduce the children to the concept of sounds with a 
steady beat and sounds without a steady beat.   Tell them steady 
beat can be found in sounds all around us, as well as in music.

Activity Link:  Tell the children Robbie and Curly are at the 
Seaside, searching for sounds with a steady beat.  Direct the class 
to the Sound Search activity.

• Introduces children to the 
concept of steady beat.

         Website Activity 4 – Sound Search                2-3’00 Expected Learning Outcomes

Overview of activity
Children are asked to differentiate between sounds that have a 
steady beat and sounds without a steady beat. As they get the 
sounds correct they begin to piece together a jigsaw puzzle that 
reveals a picture of a seaside scene.

Teacher: Review activity by getting the children to list the sounds 
they have found. 

• Acts as a reinforcement to 
previous activity.  
• Promotes independent 
learning.

         Worksheet Activity 5 – In Search of Sound            10’00 
  

Expected Learning Outcomes

Teacher: 
Take the children on a ‘sound walk’ around the school, ask them 
to listen carefully to the different sounds they hear and record the 
sounds on their  worksheet. If the school has a tape recorder, get 
one child to record the sounds and play them back in class.

PLENARY: Review the fi ndings from the children’s ‘sound walk’.

• Acts as a revision tool.
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TRANSCRIPT SOUND CLIP A, B, C

Lesson Plan 1 – Transcript (4’51”)

CLIP A
”Isn’t it great how we can all make music by singing, no matter where we are – even sitting 
on a bus. We all have our own special instrument – our voice. People have always had great 
fun making music so they have invented lots of different musical instruments they can play 
as well as singing with their voices. Can you think of the names of any musical instruments? 
Let’s see. The piano. The guitar. The recorder. That’s only three. But there are many, many 
more. And they all make different sounds. Try and guess which instrument this is.

(Sound of guitar.)

That’s right. It’s a guitar.

What about this?

(Sound of recorder.)

A recorder. I’m sure some of you can play a recorder.

(Sound of piano.)

And that’s the lovely sound of a piano. Think about those three instruments – the guitar, the 
recorder and the piano. They’re all different sizes and shapes and make different sounds. We 
use all these different instruments to make music.

(Music.) 

If you liked that music. Put your hand up. Are you sure you liked that music or are you just 
putting your hand up because everyone else is? Well, if you’re sure you like it, keep your 
hand up for a minute. Look around the classroom. Has everyone got their hand up? Maybe 
not? Some of you will like that music and some of you won’t like it. Now hands up again 
– who likes tomatoes? Not everybody. Music is like food. Some sorts we like and some sorts 
we’re not so keen on. We taste food to decide whether we like it or not, and we listen to 
music to decide whether we like it or not. Here are some different pieces of music for you to 
listen to, or taste.

(Music Clips)

I think my favourite was that last piece of music. It was written by Sean Davey from Belfast. 
The music tells the story of a little leather boat, sailing across the Atlantic through huge 
waves and gales. The Uilleann pipes are the little boat, and all the other instruments are the 
wind, the sea, the birds and the fi sh. This is what the Uilleann pipes sound like. 

(Irish music clip)

Now listen to the music again and try to fi nd the noise of the Uilleann pipes as the little boat 
struggles through the waves.”

CLIP B:    Sound of a heart beat
CLIP C:    Music with a beat


