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NI Schools

BBC Radio Ulster MW 1341 Khz ages 4-5 years

Join the Hurley-Burley Man, Chris Ward, as he arrives each week in his Hurley-

Burley van!

Ten radio programmes for P1, Reception, Nursery, Playgroups, Crèches, Day Care and children 

listening at home.  Through a mixture of local stories, songs, poems and rhymes, and using 

familiar speech and language, early skills and concepts for future use in literacy and numeracy are 

introduced.

Programmes

Programme Title Broadcast Date

1. Babies 14 September

2. Bernard’s Buttons 21 September

3. Just One 28 September

4. Food 5 October

5. Losing Things 12 October

6. Transport 19 October

7. Water 2 November

8. Molly’s Letters 9 November

9. Bones at the Pet Show 16 November

10. The Rickety-Rackety Train 23 November

*Please note no broadcast 26 October*

Content

Story based, with associated rhymes, poems, songs and music.  Each programme invites the 

children to respond to direct questions, to join in the actions or the words of the songs, to predict 

outcomes, and to share in the enjoyment of a good story enhanced with sound effects.

Context of Stories

• imaginative world

• everyday world

• traditional/local  (CH & EMU)
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Progress in Learning

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development

• Language Development

• Early Maths

• Early Science/Technology

• Awareness of the Environment

• Creative Development (including music)

• Physical Development

NB  Activities and topics linked to the above can be found at the end of each programme.

Using the Programmes

You will fi nd suggestions for preparation and follow-up activities listed under each individual 

programme together with an outline of the content and details of the stories and songs.

It is no way expected that any particular class will fi nd all of the follow-up activities appropriate.  It has 

been borne in mind that at age 4-5 the range of abilities and experiences of the young listeners will 

be widely different, and only the teacher can gauge at what level to pitch the activities resulting from 

their listening experience.

Tape recording

Some groups will be listening to the broadcast ‘live’ and if so it would be an advantage to tape 

programmes so that they can be heard again – either for enjoyment or to clarify or discuss a point.  

The songs are attractive and the children may well want to learn them or hear them again.

Try to ensure as good quality tape or radio reproduction as possible – the children will become 

restless if it is diffi cult to hear or the volume is incorrect.

Before the programme

Choose a comfortable listening environment – preferably sitting on the fl oor around the radio or tape 

recorder.  Particularly if the children are new to this experience, it is worth taking the time to settle 

them down before the broadcast and to focus their attention by talking about the previous programme 

or about something they might be going to hear today.

During the programme

Be prepared to switch off or pause the tape if necessary to discuss a point, but generally it is a good 

idea to listen to the whole programme right through fi rst so as not to interrupt the fl ow of ideas.  It 

can then be replayed in sections if desired.  Your response is crucial – be ready to encourage them 

to join in and to respond.  Your own enthusiasm will make a big difference to the children’s level of 

response.
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Feedback

We will be pleased to receive material from children after the programmes and to hear comments 

from teachers/minders.  Please send material to the Producer, Hurley-Burley 4, BBC Education Unit, 

Ormeau Avenue, Belfast BT2 8HQ.

A series provided by the BBC at the request of the Educational Broadcasting Council for Northern 

Ireland

Further Information available from:

BBC Learning

Tel: 02890 338437/338453

e.mail: education.ni@bbc.co.uk

website: www.bbc.co.uk/ni/schools
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Programme 1 - Babies 14 September

The Hurley-Burley Man introduces himself and his van, and encourages the listeners to respond and 

to join in.

A story, poems and song all about babies.

Before the Programme

Provide some pictures of babies – or bring in a selection of babies’ equipment.  Introduce the children 

to the idea of listening to a tape or radio.  Do they have story tapes at home?  Do they ever listen 

to the radio?  Suggest that they will be listening to someone whom they can’t see – can they ‘see a 

picture’ in their heads of what the Hurley-Burley man looks like when they hear him?  How about the 

Hurley-Burley van?

Story Rhyme

   (repeated each week)

   Clap your hands, one, two, three,

   Place them down upon your knee,

   Nod your head once and twice,

   Stay as quiet as little mice.

Poems
   

   When Susie Eats Custard

   When Susie eats custard,

   It splashes everywhere –

   Down her bib, up her nose,

   All over her high chair.

   She pokes it with her fi ngers,

   She spreads it on her hair,

   When Susie eats custard.

   She gets it everywhere.            

       (John Foster)

   

   My Baby Sister

   My baby sister’s

   Really swell,

   I love her smile

   But not her smell.

      (Bruce Lansky)
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Story   

   Baby Bear’s Game       by Isobel Gamble

One day, Baby Bear arrives in the Bear household.  Big Bear loved Baby Bear.  And Mama Bear 

loved Baby Bear very, very much.  But Little Bear hated Baby Bear……
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Song
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Verse 2  They do things in their nappies

   Sometimes they have a pain

   They suck their dinner off a spoon

   And spit it out again.

Verse 3  They wriggle in their pushchairs

   They wake up in the night

   And babies love a cuddle…but

   You mustn’t squeeze too tight.

Chorus  Babies, babies, babies make you laugh

   And make you smile

   And when they are fast asleep 

   It’s peaceful for a while.
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Follow-up Activities

• Make a prop box of items that babies need e.g. bottle, babygro, talc, nappy, plastic cups etc.  

These items will provide endless opportunities for discussion.

They can also be used to enhance play situations in the house corner or as items for Kim’s 

and other memory games.

• Organise a ‘feely’ box with items from family members e.g. babies dummy, Little Bears book, 

Mummy Bears lipstick etc.  The children then not only have to decide what the object is by 

touching it, but also to decide who it belongs to.

• Help the children to draw round their feet.  Look at lengths, shapes, sizes etc.  Perhaps have 

a baby’s footprint and one of your own to compare.  Then look at paw prints and animal 

tracks in books.  Do they look the same?

• Why Do I Need My Body Game….Draw round a child and label parts of the body. If you wish 

you could make a jointed model using paper fasteners.  Do the children know where the ears 

should be?  What are they used for?

• Explore what hands can do to squeeze, roll and fl atten playdough.  Have a range of objects 

on hand to make patterns and tracks in the dough.

• Provide a series of musical instruments so that children can fi nd a sound for Daddy Bear, 

Baby Bear and so on.  (Or better still discuss and let the children plan and make their own.)

• Gather together a selection of books about Bears… from reference and factual books to 

some of the wide range of fi ctional books e.g. Peace at Last by Jill Murphy.  Use these to 

enhance the theme and provide talking points.

• Go on a Bear Hunt in the garden or organise a Teddy Bears Picnic and have fun making the 

marmalade or honey sandwiches.

• Play ‘If You Laugh You’re Out’ Game, as in the story.

        

          (Judith McVeigh)

1 Babies
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Programme 1

Babies

Moving like a bear, e.g. 
crawling quietly, 
tumbling, jumping, 
washing paws etc. Use of imagination 

Role play 
Responding to questions 
New Vocabulary

Physical Development

Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development

Language and Literacy

Early Maths Creative and Aesthetic 
Development

Early Science and 
Technology

Knowledge and 
understanding of the 

world

Relationships
Trust
Co-operation
Emotions

Comparisons of size e.g. 
Dad, Mum, Child, Baby
Taking turns
Counting Comparisons

Growth
How our bodies work
What do bears like to 
eat?

Routines
Understanding family 
roles
Where do bears live?

Looking at animal tracks
Fur materials and texture 
comparisons
3D models of homes


