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Programme 10 - Bronagh’s Marching Band March 11

A musical programme, emphasising high, low, soft and loud,  and making your own instruments to 

play.

Before the programme

As the children get ready for the programme, remind them that you don’t need to speak so LOUDLY 

if they are quieter!  Ask them what is the loudest sound they can think of (a fi re engine, a baby crying, 

thunder?) and the quietest (someone breathing, the wind sighing, a kettle boiling etc.)

Poem 

When I’m Speaking Softly     by: Chris Ward

When I’m speaking softly

I’m as quiet as a mouse

And you can hardly hear me

As I tiptoe round the house

When I’m talking loudly

My voice is really loud

And you can always hear me

In the middle of a crowd.

My voice can be as quiet

As a feather in the rain

WHHHHHHHHRRRRR, WHHHHHRRR 

But when my voice is really loud

I’m as noisy as a train

CHOO  CHOO, CHOO  CHOO

Story 

Bronagh’s Marching Band

Bronagh was sitting in the garden with Henry at their house in Portstewart.  “I feel like marching up 

and down,” said Bronagh.

“Marching up and down is boring,” said Henry.

Bronagh smiled.  “It isn’t boring if you do it to music.  We’re going to make a band.  A marching band.  

We’ll make our own music.”

“But we haven’t got any instruments to play,” moaned Henry.
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Song 

Sing Hi, Sing Low             by: Chris Ward

SEE LINK ON TEACHER’S RESOURCES PAGE FOR MUSIC AND WORDS

Follow-up Suggestions

• Use a variety of scrap materials, boxes etc., to make instruments. Discover how elastic pulled 

tight ‘twangs’. Let the children paint their models and then accompany the group in a singsong.  

Use the tape recorder to tape the children’s own musical compositions.

• Collect several small plastic lemonade bottles. Wash and dry thoroughly then fi ll them halfway up 

with different things eg. Split peas, cotton wool, soap powder, sugar etc. Put the lids back on and 

seal fi rmly with insulation tape.  Now listen to the different sounds as they are shaken. Which is 

the loudest/quietest?

• Five Green Bottles- collect fi ve green plastic lemonade bottles and simply place them on a 

windowsill/table/or wall and sing the song. The children will love knocking them down as they sing. 

This activity can be changed by fi lling the bottles with different levels of water and listening to the 

different pitches of ‘drum’ noise.

• Listening skills - select a group of small instruments, perhaps a shaker, bells, triangle, maracas, a 

kazoo, a chime bar etc. Let the children listen to the sounds they make -this enables them to get 

used to the names of the instruments as well. The  children should then close their eyes as you lift 

one and play it - can they  guess the name of the instrument? The children can each take a turn at 

being the ‘player’.

• Try fi lling your empty sand tray with lentils, pasta, gravel, shells for a change. They each have a 

unique sound and the children will enjoy ‘feeling’ the sounds.

• Make audio tapes of snippets of music, classical and pop. Ask questions like is it fast or slow? 

High or low? Happy or Sad? This can also be turned into a guessing game of ‘name that tune’ if 

you can record nursery rhyme music and stop each tune after a few beats. The children love this 

and are very astute.

• Try and use the musical instruments yourself  to dramatise stories. They bring more depth to the 

plots and scary music heightens the tension.

• Music and movement - old favourites like musical statues are still popular, or perhaps the children 

could interpret the music to move to.  Is it giant or fairy music? Is it mouse or tiger music? Older 

children can cope with and enjoy simple dance steps and exercise routines.

• Have a concert - everyone enjoys watching children sing and dance, no matter how many 

mistakes are made, these often add to the fun. Concerts give everyone a chance to see how 

confi dent the children are and how hard they can work. If this is not possible you might like, with 

the parent’s permission,  to video the children performing. This tape could then be circulated or 

shown at a Parents Evening.
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