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Programme 8 - Counting February 26

Some counting practise – up to fi ve.

Before the programme

Play some simple counting games e.g. how many fi ngers, noses, ears etc.  (How many noses are 

there in the whole class?)

Poem 

One Little Bee  by: Ann Burnett

One little bee fl ew into the beehive,

I’m only one and I’m all alone.

Buzz buzz buzz buzz buzzy bee buzz buzz

I’m sitting here and I’m on my own.

Another little bee fl ew into the beehive,

You and me together make two.

Buzz buzz buzz buzz buzzy bee buzz buzz

Now we both can play peek-a-boo.

Another little bee fl ew into the beehive,

One and one and one make three.

Buzz buzz buzz buzz buzzy bee buzz buzz

Let’s all sit down for our tea.

Another little bee fl ew into the beehive,

Now altogether we make four.

Buzz buzz buzz buzz buzzy bee buzz buzz

Come on in and shut the door.

Another little bee fl ew into the beehive,

One and two and three, four, fi ve.

Buzz buzz buzz buzz buzzy bee buzz buzz

It’s crowded now inside the hive.

(Hold up the right number of fi ngers as you recite the poem)
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Story 

Granny Smith      by Ann Burnett

Granny Smith lay in bed in her wee house near Armagh, listening to the wind blowing.  It howled and 

growled and rattled the windows and shook her apple tree.  When she got up the next morning, all 

the apples from her tree were lying on the ground.

Granny Smith got a big basket and went out to pick up all the apples – one, two, three, four, fi ve…

and there were loads more to pick up.

Song 

One Little Pancake    trad     words by: Ann Burnett

SEE LINK ON TEACHER’S RESOURCES PAGE FOR MUSIC AND WORDS

 

Follow –up suggestions

• Let the children play with sets of fi ve things -.they might have to sort them, match them, sing 

songs about them, add to them, take away from them, the more they play these maths games the 

concept of fi ve is reinforced.

• Find that number – a simple game, hide plastic letters 1-5 in the sand tray. Let individual children 

dig in the sand and uncover a number. They have to then go and fi nd that number of items from 

around the classroom.

• Draw huge numbers on the fl oor with masking tape or with jumbo chalk outdoors. Let the children 

walk on them and trace them with their fi ngers, following the direction in which they are formed. 

• Fruit and vegetable printing - place a piece of sponge in the bottom of an empty margarine 

container and soak with paint of your choice. Now provide a selection of halved fruit/vegetables 

for the children to stamp and print. You will be delighted with the results. Try using apple, 

mushrooms, broccoli and onions for an exciting change

• Make a huge apple tree mural for the classroom.  Put a pair of old tights at the bottom of the wall 

and pull the legs out, cutting and stretching to form the branches. Attach to the wall with pins or a 

staple gun. Use leaf and apple prints to decorate the tree or think of other ways of making the fruit 

- paper mache, colouring in, autumn coloured paints for example. The tree could be changed to 

refl ect the season i.e. spring’s new leaves, apple blossom in May, apples in the summer, leaves 

falling in autumn and a covering of cotton wool snow in winter.  

• Look at a selection of apples, there is a great variety on the market and the children will enjoy 

making comparisons - colour, texture, sweet/sour taste etc.  Dissect a few apples and look at 

the shape of the inside ‘heart’.  Can the children see how it grew from a pip? How about planting 

some pips and seeing if they can cultivate their own tree?

• Talk about foods made with apples e.g. apple pie, tart, crumble (what are the differences?) juice, 

jelly, pudding.
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