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Programme 5 - Mummy’s Birthday Present February 5

A little boy tries to think of a birthday present to give his Mum, and in the process learns about 

caterpillars and butterfl ies.

Before the Programme

Bring in pictures of caterpillars and butterfl ies – but in order not to pre-empt the story, don’t display 

the butterfl y pictures until after the programme.

Talk about what Mummys’ might like for a birthday present.

Poem

Creepy Crawly Caterpillar            by: Mary Dawson  

Creepy Crawly Caterpillar

Looping up and down,

Furry tufts of hair along

Your back of golden brown.

You will soon be wrapped in silk,

Asleep for many a day;

And then, a handsome butterfl y,

You’ll stretch and fl y away.

Story

Mummy’s Birthday Present    by: Ann Burnett

Underneath a whin bush Connor found an odd-looking wee fl ower bud.  It was brown and hung down 

from a leaf.  “I’ll pick this one,” he said to himself, “and if I put it in a jam jar with water maybe it will 

have fl owered by tomorrow for Mummy’s birthday.”

Song

I Went to the Cabbages        words: Tom  Stanier   music: Liz Bennett   

SEE LINK ON TEACHER’S RESOURCES PAGE FOR MUSIC AND WORDS
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Programme 5 Mummy’s Birthday Present

Follow-up Suggestions

• There are lots of scientifi c opportunities with this story, especially discovering about the life cycle 

of a butterfl y. 

• Butterfl y paintings - Splash two or three different coloured paints onto a large sheet of paper/card. 

Before it dries, fold the page over in half and press down hard, spreading the paint out between 

the two layers. The children love to see the ‘magic’ butterfl y that emerges.

• Use a mirror to look at symmetry. Hold a handbag mirror up to objects and see a perfect refl ection 

in the mirror. If possible draw a series of half pictures, the mirror will make them whole.

• Design and make a birthday card.  Provide glue, card, a range of drawing/writing materials and 

scraps of fabric, tissue etc. Older children could be given a specifi c task i.e. a card for mum’s 

birthday or moving house.  

• Flower power - There are so many fl owers and depending on the season it might be possible to 

raid your garden or even ask your local fl orist to allow you to buy one of everything she has. In 

this way the children can make comparisons of size, shape, colour, smell etc. The children should 

be encouraged to draw the fl owers.

• Older children might like to make fl owers out of two circles of tissue paper with a pipe cleaner 

through the middle. Scrunch up into a fl ower shape and secure with sticky tape. These can then 

be put into coloured ‘sets’ and sorted as an activity.

• Rain - Make a simple rain gauge for the garden out of an old 2 litre lemonade bottle. Cut the top 

third off and invert it like a funnel into the rest of the bottle. Secure with tape and place out in 

the garden. Young children like to see it fi ll up with rain water. Older children can make a chart 

gathering and recording the rainfall on a daily basis.

• Jam Jar Music-With adult supervision because of the glass aspect, fi ll fi ve or six jam jars with 

different amounts of water. Put them in a row and gently tap them with a stick. They should all 

make a different sound and the children can make music.


