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Programme 1 - Rabbits January 8

The Hurley-Burley Man introduces himself and his van and encourages the listeners to 

respond and to join in.

A story and songs all about rabbits.

Before the Programme

Provide some pictures of rabbits.  Introduce the children to the idea of listening to a tape or 

radio.  Do they have story tapes at home? Do they ever listen to the radio?  Suggest that they 

will be listening to someone whom they can’t see – can they ‘see a picture’ in their heads of 

what the Hurley-Burley man looks like when they hear him?  How about the Hurley-Burley 

van?

Rhyme: Clap your hands

 (repeated each week)

Clap your hands, one, two, three,

Place them down upon your knee,

Nod your head once and twice,

Stay as quiet as little mice. 

Story

Velvet Brown     by: Janice Johnston

About a little girl who wanted a pet rabbit so much that she pretended to be a rabbit.

“My name isn’t Heather,” said Heather,  “It’s Velvet.”  She turned round to admire her beautiful, 

fl uffy white tail.  “And I’m a rabbit.”

Songs

Little Peter Rabbit    E Matterson

SEE LINK ON TEACHER’S RESOURCES PAGE FOR MUSIC AND WORDS

Five Little Bunnies         words  E Matterson,  arr. Chris Ward

SEE LINK ON TEACHER’S RESOURCES PAGE FOR MUSIC AND WORDS
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Follow-up Suggestions

• Talk about the Hurley-Burley man’s magic ‘fi zzy drink’ cans – do the children understand the 

concept of a poem, story or song being ‘inside’ each week?

• What do they think the Hurley-Burley man looks like?  How about the Hurley-Burley van?  

Could they draw them?

• Try and borrow a rabbit for a day or two or arrange a visit to a pet shop. This will provide 

hands on experiences for children who have not been exposed to animals. Not only can they 

touch the rabbits and observe their movements, but can also learn how they move, grow, 

and feed. They can also learn about the hard work involved in keeping an animal.

• What colours are rabbits?  What shape are their tails, what shape their ears?  Why might  

they be like that?

• Make your own rabbits by: Sewing pompoms together or Sticking cotton wool balls on to 

some card or Cutting out a rabbit shape in card to make a fi nger puppet- cutting two circles 

in the head for your ‘fi nger’ ears.

• Go walking in the countryside to look for rabbit holes.

• Make burrows and tunnels in the sand tray - what can go through them? Are they big enough 

for a car, a lorry, a child’s hand, an adults hand etc. What happens when they collapse?

• Make a wormery with different layers of sand, soil and fi ne stones in a glass tank. Place a 

few leaves on top and add a few worms. Watch the worms grow, burrow under the ground 

and make connecting tunnels

• Organize a ‘taste’ table with all the things rabbits like to eat. Can we eat the same food? 

Which is the favourite? Do they all crunch? Are they all the same colour? Do they smell?

• Collect a variety of materials such as fur fabric, velvet, silk, satin, feathers and let the 

children make a material collage.  Younger children will enjoy feeling the textures. Older 

children will generally try and make a fairly good representational picture of a rabbit using the 

different materials appropriately.

Talk about the Easter Bunny, the March Hare, the Hare and the Tortoise, the White Rabbit, Miffy 

and other fi ctional rabbits.
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