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BBC Radio Ulster MW 1341 Khz ages 4–5 years

Join the Hurley–Burley Man, Chris Ward, as he arrives each week in his Hurley–

Burley van!

Ten radio programmes for P1, Reception, Nursery, Playgroups, Crèches, Day Care and children 

listening at home.  Through a mixture of local stories, songs, poems and rhymes, and using 

familiar speech and language, early skills and concepts for future use in literacy and numeracy are 

introduced.

Programmes

Programme Title Broadcast Date

1. The Happy Hedgehog Band 17 January

2. Wendy from Warrenpoint 24 January

3. Farmer Kelly’s Mix–up 31 January

4. Grandpa Gets Into Mischief 7 February

5. Owl Babies 14 February

6. Going to Granny’s 28 February

7. Jamie’s Surprise 7 March

8. Liam the Leprechaun 14 March

9. The Tailor and the Button 21 March

10. Cap’n Sheena’s Sea Shanty 28 March

*Please note no broadcast 21 February*

Content

Story based, with associated rhymes, poems, songs and music.  Each programme invites the 

children to respond to direct questions, to join in the actions or the words of the songs, to predict 

outcomes, and to share in the enjoyment of a good story enhanced with sound effects.

Context of Stories

• imaginative world

• everyday world

• traditional/local  
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BBC Radio Ulster MW 1341 Khz ages 4–5 years

Progress in Learning

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development

• Language Development

• Early Maths

• Early Science/Technology

• Awareness of the Environment

• Creative Development (including music)

• Physical Development

NB  Activities and topics linked to the above can be found at the end of each programme.

Using the Programmes

You will fi nd suggestions for preparation and follow–up activities listed under each individual 

programme together with an outline of the content and details of the stories and songs.

It is in no way expected that any particular class will fi nd all of the follow–up activities appropriate.  It 

has been borne in mind that at age 4–5 the range of abilities and experiences of the young listeners 

will be widely different, and only the teacher can gauge at what level to pitch the activities resulting 

from their listening experience.

Tape recording

Some groups will be listening to the broadcast ‘live’ and if so it would be an advantage to tape 

programmes so that they can be heard again – either for enjoyment or to clarify or discuss a point.  

The songs are attractive and the children may well want to learn them or hear them again.

Try to ensure as good quality tape or radio reproduction as possible – the children will become 

restless if it is diffi cult to hear or the volume is incorrect.

Before the programme

Choose a comfortable listening environment – preferably sitting on the fl oor around the radio or tape 

recorder.  Particularly if the children are new to this experience, it is worth taking the time to settle 

them down before the broadcast and to focus their attention by talking about the previous programme 

or about something they might be going to hear today.

During the programme

Be prepared to switch off or pause the tape if necessary to discuss a point, but generally it is a good 

idea to listen to the whole programme right through fi rst so as not to interrupt the fl ow of ideas.  It 

can then be replayed in sections if desired.  Your response is crucial – be ready to encourage them 

to join in and to respond.  Your own enthusiasm will make a big difference to the children’s level of 

response.
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BBC Radio Ulster MW 1341 Khz ages 4–5 years

Feedback

We will be pleased to receive material from children after the programmes and to hear comments 

from teachers/minders.  Please send material to the Producer, Hurley–Burley 4, BBC Education Unit, 

Ormeau Avenue, Belfast BT2 8HQ.

A series provided by the BBC at the request of the Educational Broadcasting Council for Northern 

Ireland

Further Information available from:

BBC Learning

Tel: 02890 338437/338453

e.mail:education.ni.@bbc.co.uk

website: ww.bbc.co.uk/ni/schools
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Programme 1 –  The Happy Hedgehog Band              January 17

The Hurley–Burley man introduces himself and his van and encourages the listeners to respond 

and to join in.

Before the Programme

Introduce the children to the idea of listening to a tape or radio.  Do they have story tapes at home? 

Do they ever listen to the radio?  Suggest that they will be listening to someone whom they can’t 

see – can they ‘see a picture’ in their heads of what he looks like when they hear him?  How about 

the Hurley–Burley van?

Rhyme:  Clap Your Hands

(this is repeated at the start of the story every week, and the children are invited to join in the words 

and the actions).

   Clap your hands

   One, Two, Three,

   Place them down

   upon your knee,

   Nod your head once,

   and twice,

   Keep as quiet as little mice

   Shh………

Story   

   The Happy Hedgehog Band             by: Martin Waddell

Deep in the heart of Castlewellan Forest lived a happy hedgehog named Harry.  Harry loved noise 

so he made a big drum, and he banged on the drum tum–tum–te–tum.
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Programme 1 The Happy Hedgehog Band

Song

  

 

 

verse 2  Oh we can play on the big guitar

   And this is the music to it,

   Strum, strum, strum goes the big guitar,

   And that’s the way we do it.

verse 3  Oh we can play on the recorder

   And this is the music to it,

   Peep, peep, peep goes the recorder

   And that’s the way we do it.
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Programme 1 The Happy Hedgehog Band
Follow–up Suggestions

• Talk about the Hurley–Burley man.  What do they think he looks like?

• How about the Hurley–Burley van?   (do they understand the concept that it looks  

      ‘a bit like an ice–cream van’?)

• Hedgehogs:  what do they look like, where do they live, what do they eat?

• Making music: clap in time; percussion instruments, homemade and otherwise; 

        ‘banging’ instruments in time and in rhythm.

• Sounds: loud/quiet; long/short; high/low.

• Animals who live in the woods: why?

• Discuss a visit to a wood.
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Programme 1 The Happy Hedgehog Band

Programme 1
The Happy 

Hedgehog Band

Marching
Dancing

Movement to music
Awareness of body parts and 

sounds

Making musical instruments
Vocabulary of: 

instruments
orchestra

woodlands

Listening Skills
Rhyming/Repetition

Physical DevelopmentPersonal, Social and 
Emotional Development

Language Development

Early Mathematical  
Experience

Creative and Aesthetic 
Development

Early Experiences in 
Science and 
Technology

Awareness of the 
Environment

             
Working together

Friendships
Sharing & Collaborating

Emotions/Feelings
     

Design from scrap materials

Knowledge of 
woodland creatures 

and habitats

Making musical instruments
Making music

Making hedgehog hands 
(with the song)

Woodland mural

 

Matching instruments
Pairing and sorting

Comparisons
One to one correspondence
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Programme 2 – Wendy from Warrenpoint           24 January
A programme about the weather is a good excuse to explore ‘w’ sounds: e.g. wet, windy, water, 

wellies etc.

Before the Programme:

Settle the children down with a discussion about what the weather is like today.  Talk about rainy 

weather and the clothes we wear.  How do they feel when it’s too wet to play outside?

Poem

   The Muddy Puddle

   I am sitting in the middle 

   Of a rather Muddy Puddle.

   With my bottom full of bubbles

   And my big boots full of  mud.

   While my jacket and my sweater

   Go on slowly getting wetter.

   As I very slowly settle 

   To the bottom of the mud.

   And I fi nd that what a person

   With a puddle round his middle.

   Thinks of mostly in the muddle

   Is the muddi–ness of mud.

     By Dennis Lee

Story
                            Wendy from Warrenpoint            By Ann Burnett  

    (from an idea by Berni Dinsmore)

 “Hello Wendy,” said Gran, “It’s a wild wet, windy day.  Let’s go for a walk.”
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Programme 2                 Wendy from Warrenpoint
Song

(to the tune of Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star)

  

  

verse 2  What’s the weather like today?

   What’s the weather like today?

   There’s ice and snow,

   There’s ice and snow,

   Find the sledge and out we go,

   Now we can have lots of fun,

   Now we can go out to play.

verse 3  What’s the weather like today?

   What’s the weather like today?

   Down comes the rain,

   Down comes the rain,

   We’re not going to complain,

   We can wear our wellie boots,

   We can wear our wellie boots.
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Programme 2                 Wendy from Warrenpoint
Follow–up Suggestions

•   Talk about ‘w’ sounds.  Choose some words and begin to recognise the ‘w’ sound 

at the beginning i.e. winter, weather, wet, wind, wave, water, wall, window, wash, walk etc.

•   Make up some alliteration e.g. wet windy weather makes wild waves.  Winnie the 

     witch wiggled through the window and walked up the wall!

• Make weather charts.

• Discuss clothes to be worn on different occasions e.g. when it’s wet, going to a 

      party, going to the park.

• Dressing up: what clothes do you need to portray a particular person?

• Weather: discuss things to do when it’s wet, hot, cold, icy etc.

• Make up more verses of the song.

• Make sounds with fi ngers i.e. drumming them like rain.  Make the rain heavier, 

      then lighter.
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Programme 2                 Wendy from Warrenpoint

Programme 2
Wendy from 
Warrenpoint

Suitable clothes for different 
situations.

Making sounds with hands 
and fingers

                                         

Vocabulary of weather 
Alliteration – wet, windy 
weather, wind whistled. 

Action rhymes 
Recall of story – repetition 

of events

Physical DevelopmentPersonal, Social and 
Emotional Development

Language Development

Early Mathematical  
Experience

Creative and Aesthetic 
Development

Early Experiences in 
Science and 
Technology

Awareness of the 
Environment

             
Feelings: depressed

                  disappointed
               happiness

   
   Relationships: 
   Mum/Wendy - Gran

Waterproofing
Porous & nonporous: 

soil/sand

Windscreen wipers – use of

Effects of weather on 
environment

Blowing paint pictures.
Powder paint on wet paper. 

Making weather sounds 
with

musical instruments

Rain gauge

Water properties: 
heavy/light

Comparisons:      
puddles/rivers/lakes/sea
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Programme  3 – Farmer Kelly’s Mix–up             31 January
Rhymes, a story and a song all about animals, and with lots of noises to join in with.

Before the Programme

Do the children know any traditional nursery rhymes?  Recite some and get everyone to join in.

Animal sounds – what does a cow sound like? – how about a dog?  Everyone should be keen to 

contribute to this.

Nursery Rhymes

   Baa Baa Black Sheep

   Baa baa black sheep

   have you any wool?

   Yes sir, yes sir, three bags full.

   One for my master and

   one for my dame

   And one for the little boy

   who lives down the lane.

   Little Boy Blue

   Little Boy Blue, come blow up your horn,

   The sheep’s in the meadow, the cow’s in the corn.

   Where’s the little boy who looks after the sheep?

   He’s under a haystack, fast asleep.

   Will you waken him?

   No, not I, for if I do he’s sure to cry.

Story

   Farmer Kelly’s Mix–up              By Judith McVeigh 

Farmer Kelly was very pleased to see Ben because he was very busy that day.

“Can I help feed the animals?” asked Ben.
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Programme 3         Farmer Kelly’s Mix–up

Song

   

verse 2   I went to visit a farm one day,

   I saw a sheep across the way,

   And what do you think I heard it say?

   Baa baa baa.

verse 3   I went to visit a farm one day,

   I saw a hen across the way,

   And what do you think I heard it say?

   Cluck cluck cluck.

verse 4   I went to visit a farm one day,

   I saw a horse across the way,

   And what do you think I heard it say?

   Neigh neigh neigh.
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Programme 3         Farmer Kelly’s Mix–up
Follow–up Suggestions

• What animal makes the sound?  Provide animal pictures and match the sound.

• Names of baby animals e.g. calf, lamb, puppy, kitten.

•          Provide pictures of food the animals in the story like to eat: match food and animal.

     i.e. Grass   Clover the cow

  Turnip  Sally the sheep

  Potato Skins  Polly the pig

  Apple   Horace the horse

  Corn   Henrietta the hen

•          Care of your pets: what they like to eat.

• What do you like to eat and why?

• What do we get from cows (milk); sheep (wool & mutton); hens (eggs & chicken); 

           pigs (bacon & pork).

• Other stories/songs about animals –  Old MacDonald, Three Little Pigs, The Little 

           Red Hen, Babe.

• Play area – the toy farm.
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Programme 3         Farmer Kelly’s Mix–up

Programme 3
Farmer Kelly's

Mix-Up

 Chopping food
      Animal Movement

- trotting
          - galloping etc.

Animal Noises
Animal Rhymes
Use of Puppets

Listening to Animal Noises
Sound Lotto

Traditional Animal Rhymes
Kim's Game

Physical DevelopmentPersonal, Social and 
Emotional Development

Language Development

Early Mathematical  
Experience

Creative and Aesthetic 
Development

Early Experiences in 
Science and 
Technology

Awareness of the 
Environment

             
Mistakes happen
Caring for others

Caring for animals
Helping others

Sharing
     

Food:
- hygiene

- good & bad for you
- sources e.g. hen - egg

Farm/animal homes
Visits to farmyard

Making farmyard out of 
boxes/scraps

Animal, vegetable prints

 

    Sharing
     Groups of Animals    

One to one 
correspondence

Games where one is taken 
away
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Programme  4 – Grandpa Gets Into Mischief          7 February

There are lots of ‘2s’ in today’s programme – parts of the body, in the song and rhyme and a happy 

story about Simon and his Grandpa.

Before the Programme

Lead a discussion about special people in our lives – is there one person the children specially like 

doing something with? – a friend, a sibling, a parent, a grandparent, a child–minder?

Rhyme
    Me and You         (trad)

    I’ve got one head,

    One nose too,

    One mouth, one chin

    So have you.

    I’ve got two eyes,

    Two ears too,

    Two arms, two legs

    And so have you.

    I’ve got two hands,

    Two thumbs too,

    Two wee pinkies

    And so have you!

Story
   Grandpa Gets Into Mischief                               By Ann Burnett

“Make sure Simon doesn’t get into mischief while I’m away up to Belfast,” Mum said to Grandpa.

“He won’t,” said Grandpa, winking at him.  “We’ll play some games together, won’t we?”
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Programme 4 Grandpa Gets Into Mischief

   Song

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Two tiny hedgehogs sitting by the shed,

   One called Marybelle, one called Fred.

   Peek–a–boo Marybelle, peek–a–boo Fred,

   Two tiny hedgehogs sitting by the shed.
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Programme 4       Grandpa Gets Into Mischief
Follow–up Suggestions

• Name all the parts of the body we have two of.

• Counting fi ngers.

• Make hand and foot prints – compare the sizes e.g. (big and small).

• Use hands to measure things and heights.

• Relations:– grandpa, gran, uncle, aunt, cousin etc.

• Best friends : playing together and quarrels.

• Play games involving matching two the same.

• How many ‘2s’ can they fi nd on the poster?

• Number rhymes e.g. 1, 2 Buckle My Shoe; 1 2 3 4 5, Once I Caught a Fish Alive;

                Two Little Dickey Birds.

• Talk about ‘when something went wrong’ – what happened?  How were things

                 made better?
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Programme 4 Grandpa Gets Into Mischief

   

Programme 4
Grandpa gets 
into mischief

Parts of the body (rhyme)
Curling up like a ball

Playing Games
Washing Hands

                                         

Action rhymes
Following instructions

Listening
Recall

Physical DevelopmentPersonal, Social and 
Emotional Development

Language Development

Early Mathematical  
Experience

Creative and Aesthetic 
Development

Early Experiences in 
Science and 
Technology

Awareness of the 
Environment

             
   Relationships: 
   child/parent - 

Grandad

Wrongs can be righted
Best friends

Playing games

Growing flowers
Cleaning things. Why? How?

What do we use?
Making ice-cream

Days out – picnics, parks, 
etc.

Going shopping in Belfast

‘Muddy’ foot prints
Making your own face with 

card and sticky paper

 

One to one concepts 
    Counting to '2'

Concept of '2'

Sizes/Comparisons: -
foot print

hand print
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Programme  5 – The Owl Babies                     14 February
We move on to the number 3 this week, and have a story, rhyme and song all about owls.

Before the Programme

Talk about being out at night.  What is it like?  Who takes care of you?

Poem
    Three Little Owls

    Three little owls in an old elm tree,

    Fluffy and puffy as owls could be.

    Blinking and winking

    With bright round eyes,

    At the big round moon that hung

    in the skies.

    As I passed beneath,

    I could hear one say,

    There’ll be nice things for supper,

    There will, today!

    Then all of them hooted,

    To–whit, T–whoo!

    Yes, nice things for supper,

    Hoo–hoo, Hoo–hoo!

Story

    Owl Babies    by Martin Waddell

One night the three baby owls woke up and their Owl Mother was GONE.

“Where’s Mummy?” asked Sarah.

“Oh my goodness!” said Percy.

“I want my Mummy!” said Bill.
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Programme 5                  The Owl Babies

   

   

   

   

    

Song

    

verse 2  Two little owls were sitting on a tree,

   Looking to see what they could see,

   Another one came and said, “Hee–hee,

   Here I am and I make three.”

verse 3  Three little owls were sitting on a tree,

   Looking to see what they could see,

            “To–whit, to–whoo, to–whit, to–wee,

   Here we all are, one two three.”
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Programme 5                  The Owl Babies

   

   

   

   

    

   Follow–up Suggestions

•       Provide a picture of an owl: discuss what they look like, where they live, what they eat.

•       Birds and their different sounds i.e. duck, hen, owl, cock, cuckoo etc.  Provide

        pictures and match the sounds.

•       Talk about animals that come out at night: owls, hedgehogs, badgers etc.

•       Names of baby animals.

•       Woods: have the children been in one? What was it like?  What did they do/see?

•       Other stories/songs about animals:  The Ugly Duckling; The Teddy Bears Picnic;           

        The Jungle Book; Owl in Meg and Mog.



23bbc.co.uk/ni/schools/4_11/hurley/index.shtml

Programme 5                  The Owl Babies

   

   

   

   

    

   

Programme 5
Owl Babies

     Finger rhymes
       Stopping & starting

    ‘Flying’ round the playground
     Watching birds

Vocabulary
Word Sounds - silently 

swooping
Matching sounds to 

different birds (listening 
skills)

Physical DevelopmentPersonal, Social and 
Emotional Development

Language Development

Early Mathematical  
Experience

Creative and Aesthetic 
Development

Early Experiences in 
Science and 
Technology

Awareness of the 
Environment

             
Separation from Mum

Relationship with siblings
Comforting each other

Happy endings
Babies

Feathers - heavy/light
Flight

Pushing (the van) 'forces'

Feeding birds
Trees

Woodlands: 
   -  leaves

- nests
Night birds/life

Collage - feathers
Touch - soft/scratchy

Matching musical 
instruments to sounds in 

story

Size: big, medium, small
Ordering
Matching

Concept of '3'
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Programme  6 – Going to Granny’s                28 February
There are more animals in today’s programme and an invitation to join in making their sounds.

Before the Programme

Talk about visiting.  Have the children been to stay with someone over night?  What was it like, what 

did they pack, did they have to travel far?

Rhyme
    Horsey, Horsey

             Horsey, horsey, don’t you stop,

           Just let your feet go clippety clop.

    Let your tail go swish

    and the wheels go round,

    Giddy–up we’re homeward bound.

Story
    Going to Granny’s   By Liz Weir

Granny pulled up the covers and gave Susie a big kiss, fl icked off the light, closed the squeaky door 

and Susie went “Boo hoo, I’m lonely in here all by myself, I need something to keep me company…”
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Programme 6              Going to Granny’s

   

   

   

   

    

   Song
    

  

verse 2   There were four in the bed and Susie said,

    Roll over, roll over,

    So they all rolled over and the lamb fell out.

verse 3   There were three in the bed and Susie said,

    Roll over, roll over,

    So they all rolled over and the cat fell out.

verse 4   There were two in the bed and Susie said,

    Roll over, roll over,

    So they all rolled over and the puppy fell out.

verse 5   There was one in the bed and Susie said,

    Roll over, roll over,

    So they all rolled over and she fell out…..
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Programme 6              Going to Granny’s

   

   

   

   

    

   Follow–up Suggestions

•  Make animal noises: match the sound to the picture.

•        Names for baby animals.

•        Packing suitcases for going away: what to put in it.

•        “I went to Granny’s and I packed…….”  memory sequence game.

•        Staying away from home: emotions involved.

•        Relations.

•        Special thing to take to bed: security items, including thumb sucking.
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Programme 6              Going to Granny’s

   

   

   

   

    

   

Programme 6
Going to 
Grannies

Using body parts to make 
sounds

 Why do we need sleep?

Listening skills
Sound lotto - animalsounds

Discussion about 
grandparents
Recall of story

Little Red Riding 
Hood/Three Bears for 
comparison of families

Physical DevelopmentPersonal, Social and 
Emotional Development

Language Development

Early Mathematical  
Experience

Creative and Aesthetic 
Development

Early Experiences in 
Science and 
Technology

Awareness of the 
Environment

             
Family relationships 

Packing/holidays
Baby-sitters

Being lonely/unhappy
     

Travel/Transport
Weight
Safety

Strange places
    Where is your Granny’s 

house?

 

Musical instruments to 
make sounds

Drawing pictures of what 
you take to bed with you

 

How many animals?
Ordering

Time
Sequencing (of events)
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Programme  7 –Jamie’s Surprise                         7 March
A ‘clean’ programme today, a song to join in with, and a story about a visit to the laundrette.

Before the Programme

Talk about keeping clean – why it is necessary to wash our hands, brush our teeth etc.  The concept 

of a laundrette, as featured in the story, might need explained to some children.

Rhyme
    Soap Suds

    Soap suds, soap suds in my hair,

    Soap suds, soap suds everywhere,

    Mother, mother tell me true,

    Are the clouds just soap suds too?

Story
    Jamie’s Surprise                         By Ann Burnett

Jamie gathered up all his dirty clothes.  There was his T shirt with the tomato sauce down the front 

and his trousers that he’d fallen in the mud with and his very dirty socks.  POOH!

They all went into a big plastic bag and Jamie and Dad walked down the High Street to the 

laundrette……
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Programme 7                      Jamie’s Surprise

   

   

   

   

    

   
    

 

   

Song
    

chorus  Wish wash, wish wash

   Wish wash, wish wash

   Wish wash, wish wash

   Wishy wash machine.

verse 2  Tumble, tumble go the socks,

   Dirty shirts and frilly frocks,

   Washing powder in between

   In my wishy wash machine.

verse 3  Tumble, tumble go the socks,

   Dirty shirts and frilly frocks,

   Soapy suds will make them clean

   In my wishy wash machine.

verse 4  Tumble, tumble go the socks,

   Dirty shirts and frilly frocks,

   The cleanest clean you’ve ever seen

   In my wishy wash machine.
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Programme 7                      Jamie’s Surprise

   

   

   

   

    

   
    

 

   

    

    

Follow–up Suggestions

•         Discuss why we need to wash.

•         What do we need to wash e.g. clothes, ourselves, cars, fl oors, dogs etc.

•         How do you wash: a dog, a baby, a car, an elephant?

•         Think about machines or equipment that wash and dry, (include showers, hair

          dryers, car washes, as well as washing machines).

•         Water play: bubbles, washing doll’s clothes, hanging out to dry.

•         Making mistakes: everyone makes them, how do we cope?

•         Jamie was pleased the lady washed his jacket by mistake, and thanked her politely.

          How else might he have reacted? If he had been upset/cross how might the lady

          feel?
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Programme 7                      Jamie’s Surprise

   

   

   

   

    

   
    

 

   

    

    

Programme 7
Jamie's Surprise

Type of clothes
Dressing yourself

PE - tumbling
Hanging clothes on a washing 

line

Water sounds
'Wish Wash'

Repetition and Rhyme
Vocabulary: Tumbling

                 Turning
Reading Comics

Listening to Water

Physical DevelopmentPersonal, Social and 
Emotional Development

Language Development

Early Mathematical  
Experience

Creative and Aesthetic 
Development

Early Experiences in 
Science and 
Technology

Awareness of the 
Environment

             
Putting own clothes on and 

taking them off
Washing self - why?

Washing clothes -why?
General hygiene

Hot/cold
Washing

Soap/bubbles
Waterproofing
Drying clothes:

- wind
     - weather

       - electricity

Laundrette compared to 
home

Laundrette in Eastenders 
and Television ads

Washing dolls clothes
Making a 'box' washing 
machine for the House 

Corner
Water Music

Round shapes
Observation

Money - machines
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Programme  8 –   Liam the Leprechaun               14 March
Today’s programme re–enforces the names of the most popular colours, and features a story and a 

song about a leprechaun.

Before the Programme

Have a look at the colours people are wearing today.  Find out which is the most popular colour e.g. 

which colour are most people’s trousers?  How many white tee shirts are there?  Who is wearing 

brown shoes?  Talk about leprechauns – have the children heard any stories about them before?

Hurley–Burley Rhymes

   The Hurley–Burley van

   is painted like new,

   The sides are red

   and the doors are blue.

   The wheels are yellow

   and the roof is green,

   The Hurley–Burley van

   is the best ever seen.

   The Hurley–Burley man

   is colourful too,

   His nose is red

   and his feet are blue.

   His eyes are yellow

   and his hair is green,

   He’s the funniest sight

   that you’ve ever seen.

Story
   Liam the Leprechaun  By Liz Gough

Liam the leprechaun hated leprechaun school. “I don’t want to learn how to be a leprechaun,” he 

said.  “All the teacher does is to teach us how to mend shoes and how to look after a stupid pot of 

gold in case humans get it.”



33bbc.co.uk/ni/schools/4_11/hurley/index.shtml

Programme 8              Liam the Leprechaun

   

  

 

  

 

  

 

   
    

 

  

 

    Song
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Programme 8              Liam the Leprechaun

   

   

   

   

    

   
    

 

   

    
verse 2 There was a little leprechaun who sang a magic song

  Magic, Magic, sang a magic song.

  There was a little leprechaun who sang a magic song

  And he lived down in the valley

  The birdies and the rabbits etc.
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Programme 8              Liam the Leprechaun

   

   

   

   

    

   
    

 

   

    Follow–up Suggestions

•          Talk about stories with magical creatures in them i.e. fairies, goblins, pixies,  

            leprechauns.

•  Draw a picture of a leprechaun, all in green.  Draw him painting the fl owers with butter.

•          Colours: identifying and matching them.

•          Liam the Leprechaun wore a green ‘uniform’.  Who else wears a uniform?  Why do they 

           need to?

•          Paint the Hurley–Burley van, following the colours in the rhyme.
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Programme 8              Liam the Leprechaun

   

   

   

   

    

   
    

 

   

    

Programme 8
Liam the 

Leprechaun

Putting on clothes
Dressing up box

Uniforms

Vocabulary: 
Daytime/Nightime

Discuss: Living in a castle
Where do Leprechauns 

live?
Other rainbow stories

Physical DevelopmentPersonal, Social and 
Emotional Development

Language Development

Early Mathematical  
Experience

Creative and Aesthetic 
Development

Early Experiences in 
Science and 
Technology

Awareness of the 
Environment

             
School uniforms

Who else wears uniforms?
Favourite colours?

     

Types of clothing for different 
activities
Rainbows
   Fire } heat
                       Electricity
   Light } light

The sun and its properties
Fields, hills, flowers

Painting with different 
colours

Fairy pictures
Choosing musical 

instruments:
- what sounds do fairies 

make?
- music for the ball

 

Matching items of 
clothing

e.g. pairs of socks
Colours - 

sorting/matching
Bar chart of favourite 

colours
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Programme  9 – The Tailor and The Button           21 March
A programme about clothes, with a traditional story and a nonsense song.

Before the Programme

Last week we talked about the colours people were wearing.  This week, have a look at the clothes 

themselves.  Group the children according to type i.e. who is wearing trousers?  (useful for mixing 

the sexes)  Who is wearing a track suit, sweat shirt, dress etc.  How warm are the clothes?  Are 

they different from what they would be wearing in the summer?  What do they add to keep warm?  

(cardigans, coats, scarves etc.)

Rhyme
   Diddle Diddle Dumpling

   Diddle Diddle Dumpling

   my son John,

   Went to bed with his trousers on.

   One shoe off and one shoe on,

   Diddle Diddle Dumpling

   my son John. 

Story
   The Tailor and The Button   By Liz Weir

It was the fi nest coat the tailor had ever had in his life and he wore that coat…… and he wore that 

coat until it was all worn out.  At least, he thought it was worn out, but when he looked again he saw 

there was just enough good material left to make himself a JACKET……
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Programme 9       The Tailor and The Button

   

   

   

   

    

   
    

 

   

    

  

    

   

Song

 

chorus  Oh dear, oh dear,

   They fell off again.

verse 2  I put my hat upon my feet

   On my feet, on my feet 

   I put my hat upon my feet

   But they fell off again.

verse 3  I put my socks upon my hands

   On my hands, on my hands

   I put my socks upon my hands

   But they fell off again.

verse 4  I put my gloves upon my knees

   On my knees, on my knees

   I put my gloves upon my knees

   But they fell off again.

verse 5  Whenever I put on my clothes

   On my clothes, on my clothes

   Whenever I put on my clothes

   They fall off again.
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Programme 9   The Tailor and The Button

   

   

   

   

    

   
    

 

   

    

  

    

   

Follow–up Suggestions

• Talk about clothes for different weather conditions.

• Talk about the right clothes for different occasions i.e. do you wear a swimsuit to 

                go shopping?

• Dressing up activities.

• Dressing dollies for a purpose.

• A ‘waistcoat’ is mentioned in the story.  What is it?

• Discuss a tailor.

• Where do the children get their clothes.  Does anyone make some for them?

• Draw the Hurley–Burley man with his clothes in the wrong place (as in the song).

Discuss different fastenings i.e. buttons, zips, hooks and eyes, Velcro.
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Programme 9   The Tailor and The Button

   

   

   

   

    

Programme 9
The Tailor and the 

Button

Sewing
Putting on your own clothes

                                         

Silly rhymes
Repetition of Phrases
Sequencing of Events

'What's wrong?" cards
Telling the Emperor's New 

Clothes
Making own rhymes that 

are 'mixed-up'

Physical DevelopmentPersonal, Social and 
Emotional Development

Language Development

Early Mathematical  
Experience

Creative and Aesthetic 
Development

Early Experiences in 
Science and 
Technology

Awareness of the 
Environment

             
Where do you buy your 

clothes?
Who makes them?

Giving presents
History of making clothes:

- knitting
- sewing

- crocheting etc.

Sewing by hand/machine
Materials - look at different 

types
e.g. fur, silk, nylon, wool

Recycling (clothes)
Jumble Sales/Car Boot

Material collage
Drawing pictures of people 

wearing clothes in the 
wrong places

Matching and identifying 
different buttons - 

shirts, jeans, duffle coats, 
etc.
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Programme  10 – Cap’n Sheena’s Sea Shanty          28 March

A programme about the sea and emphasising ‘S’ and ‘Sh’ sounds.

Before the Programme

Talk about a trip to the seaside.  Where did the children go, what did they do?  Have any of them 

been on a boat?  Pirates might need explained before the programme.

A Tongue Twister

   She sells shiny seashells

   On the seashore.

   And the shells she sells,

   She shines even more.

Story
   Cap’n Sheena’s Sea Shanty                  By Ann Burnett

Cap’n Sheena, the pirate queen was sailing over the seas in her ship, the Shiny Shell.  It was a 

beautiful day and Cap’n Sheena felt like singing.

“Come on lads!” she yelled at her crew.  “Let’s sing a sea shanty.”
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Programme 10   Cap’n Sheena’s Sea Shanty

   

  

 

  

 

  

 

    

Song
    

  

  

verse 2  When I was two, I buckled my shoes,

   The day I went to sea…….etc.,

verse 3  When I was three, I grazed my knee,

   The day I went to sea…….etc.,

verse 4  When I was four, I knocked at the door

   The day I went to sea…….etc.,
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Programme 10   Cap’n Sheena’s Sea Shanty

   

   

   

   

    

Follow–up Suggestions

• Sh sound: recognise it in words e.g. shells, ship, shampoo, shoe, shirt, shanty.

• ‘S’ sounds: sea, sand, sock, snake, sailor, sweets etc.

• Discuss songs for the sea: sea shanties.

• Talk about: songs for sleeping: lullabies; songs for dancing; song for playing games; 

           skipping songs.

• Make the sound of the sea with percussion instruments.

• Pirates: what do they look like, what do they wear, what do they do?

• Sailing ships: wind power.

• Make a boat to fl oat in the water tray.  Can you blow it along?
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Programme 10   Cap’n Sheena’s Sea Shanty

   

   

   

   

    

    

Programme 10
Cap'n Sheena's 

Sea Shanty

Swimming
   Holidays/Seaside
   What do you do?

Tongue twisters
Vocabulary of the 

sea:-Salty air  
Seaweed

        Seashells, etc
Writing messages for 

bottles
Writing what you would 
take to a desert island

Physical DevelopmentPersonal, Social and 
Emotional Development

Language Development

Early Mathematical  
Experience

Early Experiences in 
Science and 
Technology

Awareness of the 
Environment

             
Co-operation
Collaboration
Listening skills

     

Floating and Sinking
     Designing boats for the 

water tray
     Treasure with scrap 

materials

The sea shore
Interest Table with: shells, 

sand, seaweed, driftwood, 
etc.

Directions
Reading Maps

Plotting charts/distances
Time tables

 

 


