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Programme  9 – The Tailor and The Button           21 March
A programme about clothes, with a traditional story and a nonsense song.

Before the Programme

Last week we talked about the colours people were wearing.  This week, have a look at the clothes 

themselves.  Group the children according to type i.e. who is wearing trousers?  (useful for mixing 

the sexes)  Who is wearing a track suit, sweat shirt, dress etc.  How warm are the clothes?  Are 

they different from what they would be wearing in the summer?  What do they add to keep warm?  

(cardigans, coats, scarves etc.)

Rhyme
   Diddle Diddle Dumpling

   Diddle Diddle Dumpling

   my son John,

   Went to bed with his trousers on.

   One shoe off and one shoe on,

   Diddle Diddle Dumpling

   my son John. 

Story
   The Tailor and The Button   By Liz Weir

It was the fi nest coat the tailor had ever had in his life and he wore that coat…… and he wore that 

coat until it was all worn out.  At least, he thought it was worn out, but when he looked again he saw 

there was just enough good material left to make himself a JACKET……
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Song

 

chorus  Oh dear, oh dear,

   They fell off again.

verse 2  I put my hat upon my feet

   On my feet, on my feet 

   I put my hat upon my feet

   But they fell off again.

verse 3  I put my socks upon my hands

   On my hands, on my hands

   I put my socks upon my hands

   But they fell off again.

verse 4  I put my gloves upon my knees

   On my knees, on my knees

   I put my gloves upon my knees

   But they fell off again.

verse 5  Whenever I put on my clothes

   On my clothes, on my clothes

   Whenever I put on my clothes

   They fall off again.
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Follow–up Suggestions

• Talk about clothes for different weather conditions.

• Talk about the right clothes for different occasions i.e. do you wear a swimsuit to 

                go shopping?

• Dressing up activities.

• Dressing dollies for a purpose.

• A ‘waistcoat’ is mentioned in the story.  What is it?

• Discuss a tailor.

• Where do the children get their clothes.  Does anyone make some for them?

• Draw the Hurley–Burley man with his clothes in the wrong place (as in the song).

Discuss different fastenings i.e. buttons, zips, hooks and eyes, Velcro.
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Programme 9
The Tailor and the 

Button

Sewing
Putting on your own clothes

                                         

Silly rhymes
Repetition of Phrases
Sequencing of Events

'What's wrong?" cards
Telling the Emperor's New 

Clothes
Making own rhymes that 

are 'mixed-up'

Physical DevelopmentPersonal, Social and 
Emotional Development

Language Development

Early Mathematical  
Experience

Creative and Aesthetic 
Development

Early Experiences in 
Science and 
Technology

Awareness of the 
Environment

             
Where do you buy your 

clothes?
Who makes them?

Giving presents
History of making clothes:

- knitting
- sewing

- crocheting etc.

Sewing by hand/machine
Materials - look at different 

types
e.g. fur, silk, nylon, wool

Recycling (clothes)
Jumble Sales/Car Boot

Material collage
Drawing pictures of people 

wearing clothes in the 
wrong places

Matching and identifying 
different buttons - 

shirts, jeans, duffle coats, 
etc.

 

 

 


